March 14, 2021 — 4" Sunday of Lent

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that
the world might be saved through him . . . Whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his
works may be clearly seen as done in God.” John 3: 14-21

Patron of those on the edge

Many of us stand pretty much on the edge of faith. There’s just so far we will go with Jesus. We love
those who love us — but our own come first. We'll forgive someone just about anything — provided they
assure us they won’t do it again (and pay for the damages). We’re willing to help the poor and destitute —
as long as we’re convinced they really need the help (and will be appropriately grateful).

We see the Gospel as a worthy but unattainable ideal: it would be really great if the meek could inherit
the earth, if we could see Christ in the Lazaruses at our gates, if we were always in the position of crossing
the busy street to be someone’s Good Samaritan. But, Lord, the world just doesn’t work that way — so, for
the sake of family and career, we pragmatically confine faith in its designated time and space in our lives.

Nicodemus is one of us. This Jesus has struck a nerve in this teacher and “ruler” of the Jewish
establishment. He has questions — but, given his position, he has to stay under the radar, so he comes to
meet Jesus privately, late at night.

Jesus talks about God in ways that Nicodemus has never thought of: a God of compassion rather than a
God of order and law; a God of forgiveness rather than a God of condemnation; a God of light who
illuminates the darkness; a God who constantly calls us back to him; a God who is Father of all.

Nicodemus’ reaction to all of this is not recorded — but something clicks. When the Jewish council plots
to condemn Jesus, Nicodemus will protest and defend Jesus; on Good Friday, when the body of Jesus is
taken down from the cross, Nicodemus will be there, with myrrh and aloes (not an inexpensive
contribution) to bury Jesus.

Slowly, Nicodemus moves from the edge of faith to the center where the Spirit of God dwells. For
Nicodemus, Jesus’ image of God is no longer just an ideal but a powerful sign of compassion and mercy
dwelling in our midst.

Nicodemus struggles with Jesus — as we all do. But he possesses the grace of an open heart and mind
and so comes to find God. He seeks God — and finds God. And so can we.

We are all Nicodemus: We struggle to make sense of Jesus; we wrestle with trying to reconcile his
Gospel with the demands of our world. In his questioning and confusion, in his fears and doubts,
Nicodemus is welcomed by Jesus with understanding and compassion. Like Nicodemus, we are all
seekers and Christ has assured us of his company on our journey; like Nicodemus, we find ourselves
coming to Jesus in the middle of our darkest nights, seeking hope and consolation, direction and
comfort — and Jesus neither rejects us nor admonishes us, but welcomes us. We discover the God
that Nicodemus discovers: a God of light who transforms our despair into hope; a God of wisdom
who enables us to re-create our Good Friday deaths into Easter resurrections; a God of compassion

who heals our broken spirits into hearts made whole.
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Weekend Masses: Due to COVID-19 regulations,
Mass is cancelled until further notice.

Reconciliation: By request

Mass During the Week: Due to COVID -19 regulations,
Mass is cancelled until further notice.

Holy Hour of Adoration: Discontinued until further notice.

Marriages: Six months’ notice required. A year's notice is recommended.
Baptisms: Please call the Parish Office to schedule preparation session.
St. Vincent de Paul: To assist those in need. Call 638-9010.

FACE MASKS: These masks should be worn at all times.
They may be removed if you are seated and able to maintain 2m distancing from others.



RECEIVED WITH THANKS
March 7, 2021

Regular Sunday $931.15
E-transfers 55.00
Building Fund 15.00
Envelope Cost 15.00
Word Among us 5.00
Catholic Missions in Canada 30.00
St. Vincent de Paul 235.00
New Years Day 20.00

PARISH DUES: Received with thanks from:
Gertrude Daye.

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION — March
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Let us pray that
we may experience the sacrament of
reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste
the infinite mercy of God.

MASSES CANCELLED - COVID ALERT LEVEL 3:
Bishop Bart has issued the following
statement to deal with opening of churches
with us being in Alert Level 3.

Beginning on Saturday, we will be entering
Alert Level 3 for at least two weeks. During
that time, we will be allowed to have funerals,
weddings and religious services with a
maximum of twenty people (including the
Presider). Masks must be worn by all who
attend for the entire service. Proper
distancing must also be observed. ... If you
want to hold off until we have another drop in
Alert Levels, you may also do that. Under the
present conditions, the Chrism Mass will be
open to the priests in the immediate vicinity
and those people needed for ministries, the
bringing up of the oils and live streaming.

In consulting with the Cathedral Parish and
other larger parishes we have decided to not
reopen for mass until larger numbers are
permitted.

YEAR OF THE FAMILY: Beginning on the Feast
of St. Joseph on March 19th, 2021 and
culminating on June 26th, 2022, with the 10th
World Meeting of Families (in Rome), Pope
Francis has declared a special Year of the
Family. To begin this special year, we invite
our diocesan family to join us in praying a
Novena to St. Joseph, which will be live
streamed on the Diocesan Facebook page
each evening at 7:00 pm beginning Thursday,
March 11* culminating on March 19th. May
we find, in St. Joseph, the support and
protection that our families need.

FAMILY

“You are God's field, God's Housshold” (| Cor 3.9).

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ROSARY: During lent
the Knights will be reciting the Rosary Fridays
at 7:00 pm on Bay of Islands Radio (BOIR)
100.1 FM and also on the website boir.ca.
Please join us in praying the Rosary together.
The Knights of Columbus would like to thank
Father Terry Boland and BOIR for their
cooperation.

THE GOD SQUAD - a Catholic Outreach
Ministry to Men: Originating out of Calgary,
the God Squad are offering their 24th Annual
Men’s Conference on-line on March 20 from
10 a.m.CSTto 1 p.m. CST (12:30 p.m. to 3:30
p.m.in NL). Registration is free of

charge. Speakers include: Bishop Scott
MCCaig, Military Ordinariate, Andre Regnier,
Co-founder of C.C.0. (Campus Ministry) and
Jake Khym. The Focus: St. Joseph.

LADIES GROUP FUNDRAISING: Even though
we are unable to attend Mass in church at
this time, we are continuing with our Bingo
Draw to help keep funds flowing into our
parish. All donations received for Feb have
been put aside and the draw will be made as
soon as Mass resumes. Donations for March
draw are now being accepted. Each $10
donation gives you one chance in the draw.
Donors for this month are those with last
names starting with N through Y and anyone
else who would like to enter. For your
convenience, you may drop off your donation
in my mailbox at 86 Allen’s Rd or to Pat Jones
at 11 Noseworthy’s Ln., or to the parish
house. Please stay safe, follow the medical
guidelines, and hopefully we will be able to
return to church in the near future.

CATHOLIC JOURNEY THROUGH LENT: At the
beginning of each week, during Lent, a short
5-minute reflection will be available on the
following week’s Gospel. Bishop Bergie from
St. Catherine’s will be doing the reflections.
These reflections can be viewed by going to
the cccb.ca website.
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FOURTH DEGREE, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR: The NL
District of the 4™ Degree is planning a Virtual
Fourth Degree Exemplification for Saturday,
March 20, at 10:00 am using the application
GoToMeeting. Contact your local Knights of
Columbus Council, the Faithful Navigator or
Faithful Comptroller of your local Fourth
Degree Assembly for further information.
Membership in the Fourth Degree allows a
Knight to display pride in his country, while
continuing to serve his community and
Church. Please consider joining.

E-TRANSFER: For your convenience you may
use this option to support Sacred Heart
Parish. This option is available through your
online banking and can be used during this
time of restriction and at anytime.
sacredheartrcparish@gmail.com

password “Church”.

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF LENT?

PRAYER

Prayer is our conversation
with God, throwgh which

we develop a mere inimate
relationship with God.

ey
FASTING

Fasting has always
been recognized as a
poweer ful tool for buidling
é}; seff-disdpline and helping
%, usto resist temptation,
.,
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ALMS5GIVING

Almsgiving means making
the needs of other people
our own. \We are also called
to share gur time tending
to people in need,




