TAASE LEGAL CONFERENCE 2026
FULL CONFERENCE AGENDA
December 7–9, 2026  •  Music Road Hotel & Convention Center  •  Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
MONDAY • DECEMBER 7, 2026
	TIME
	SESSION / ACTIVITY
	ROOM
	PRESENTER(S) & PRESENTATION TITLE

	7:30 AM
	Registration
	Convention Center Lobby
	

	8:00–8:15AM
	Welcome & Opening
	Orchestra Ballroom
	Welcome – Angela Jackson, TAASE President
TAASE App – Sarah Huffman
Social Media – Heather Lemay
TAASE Cup Awards – TAASE Board Members

	8:15–8:30 AM
	Sponsor Presentation
	
Orchestra Ballroom

	Platinum Sponsor:  Amerigis

	8:30–9:00 AM
	State Department of Education Update
	Orchestra Ballroom
	Presenter: Dr. Jennifer Jordan – Assistant Commissioner

	9:00–11:30 AM
	Keynote Session
	Orchestra Ballroom
	Presenter: Geneva Jones
Presentation: Year in Review

	11:30 AM–1:00 PM
	Lunch — On Your Own
	
	

	1:00–2:15 PM
	Breakout Session 1
	DOBRO AND HARP
	Presenter:  Geneva Jones, Esq.
Presentation: ABA in Schools:  Who’s Running the Classroom?  Meeting Student Needs, Managing Private Providers, and Making Tennessee’s New Law Work

	
	
	
	

	
	
	UKULELE
	Presenter: Caitlin Burchett, Esq.
Presentation: How to Conduct a Title IX Investigation

	
	
	VIOLIN
	Presenter: Dr. April Ebbinger
Presentation: Emergency Means Emergency:  Meeting Tennessee’s Legan Standards for Restraint and Isolation

	
	
	GUITAR
	Presenter: Amanda Morse, Esq.
Presentation: Out of this World IEEs. (This sessions repeats)

	2:15–2:45 PM
	Break — Coffee, Soft Drinks & Snacks
	VENDOR HALL
	

	2:45–4:00 PM
	Breakout Session 2
	DOBRO
	Presenter: Debra Owen, Esq.
Presentation: Student Privacy: Legal Landscape and Risk Abatement
(This sessions repeats)

	
	
	HARP
	Presenter: Tate Ball, Esq 
Presentation: Trends in IDEA Administrative Complaints and Due Processes

	
	
	UKULELE
	Presenter: Scott Bennett, Esq.
Presentation: _______________________________

	
	
	VIOLIN
	Presenter: Caitlin Burchett, Esq.
Presentation: Special Education in the Age of AI

	
	
	GUITAR
	Presenter: Amanda Morse
Presentation: Out of this World IEEs.  (Repeat Session)

	5:00–6:30 PM
	Evening Reception
	VENDOR HALL
	



TUESDAY • DECEMBER 8, 2026
	TIME
	SESSION / ACTIVITY
	ROOM
	PRESENTER(S) & PRESENTATION TITLE

	8:00–9:15 AM
	Breakout Sessions
	DOBRO
	Presenter: Scott Bennett, Esq.
Presentation: Too Many Cooks in the Kitchen:  Managing ABA Therapists in the Classroom

	
	
	HARP
	Presenter:  Katherine Kimmel, Esq.
Presentation: After the MDR: “Yes” to Manifestation

	
	
	UKULELE
	Presenter:  Debra Owen, Esq.
Presentation: Student Privacy: Legal Landscape and Risk Abatement. (Repeat Session)

	
	
	VIOLIN
	Presenter: Dr. April Ebbinger
Presentation: More Than a Meeting:  Conducting Legally Defensible Manifestation Determination Review

	
	
	GUITAR
	Presenter: Deanna Arivett, Esq.
Presentation: Strategies for Managing Parental Threats, Demands and Disruptions Without Violating Parental Participation Rights

	9:15–10:00 AM
	Break — Coffee, Soft Drinks & Snacks
	VENDOR HALL
	

	10:00 - 10:10
	Sponsor Presentation
	
Orchestra Ballroom

	Gold Sponsor:  _______________

	10:10-10;20
	
Sponsor Presentation

	Orchestra Ballroom

	Gold Sponsor:  _______________

	10:10-10:10-10-10:2012:00
	Keynote Session
	Orchestra Ballroom
	Presenter: Chris McCarty, Esq.
Presentation: No More Bad Faith Required: Supreme Court Decision Affects Every IEP and 504 Decision You Make

	12:00–1:30 PM
	Lunch — On Your Own
	
	

	10:00 - 10:15
	Sponsor Presentation
	
Orchestra Ballroom

	Gold Sponsor:   _______________

	1:30–3:00 PM
	Ask the Attorneys
	Orchestra Ballroom
	Attorney Panel:  Chris McCarty, Scott Bennett, Katherine Kimmel, Tate Ball, Deanna Arivett



WEDNESDAY • DECEMBER 9, 2026
	TIME
	SESSION / ACTIVITY
	ROOM
	PRESENTER(S) & PRESENTATION TITLE

	8:30–9:00 AM
	TAASE Board Meeting
	Orchestra Ballroom
	

	9:00–11:00 AM
	State and Federal Legal Updates
	Orchestra Ballroom
	Presenter: Chris McCarty, Esq.
Presentation: Case Studies and Scenarios:  Exploring Facts and Issues in IDEA Real Case Studies

	11:00–11:30 AM
	Closing Remarks 
	Orchestra Ballroom
	Angela Jackson, TAASE President




