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David Dohner 12/20
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If your Birthday or Anniversary is
missing, incorrect, or if you do not
wish to have it posted in the

Newsletter please contact the
UCPC Office.

UCPC Community Care Line

“Alive in Christ, we invite all to faith in Jesus Christ and growth

in Discipleship through Word, Prayer, and Service.”
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A Note from the Pastor

Dear siblings in Christ,

“For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits; truly my hope is in you.” —
GG 89

This refrain from our Hymn of the Season this Advent invites us to
still our souls, our bodies, our hearts, and our minds. It invites us to
remember that nothing we do can bring about Christ’s coming again.
We can throw all the Advent and Christmas parties we want, we can
bake all the cookies, we can donate to every shelter and food bank,
we can pray and read the Bible three times a day, but nothing... noth-
ing we do will make Christ come back earlier than whenever Christ
will come.

This refrain also reminds us that our hope is in God alone. Our hope
can’t be in how well decorated our front lawn is compared to our
neighbors’ pitiful (or grandiose) display. Our hope can’t be found in
how many volunteer hours we log or how many socks we make for
unhoused individuals. And our hope can’t be found in us thinking
we’re made right with God because of how awesome our prayer life
may be. Jesus is our only hope. It doesn’t matter what we do or don’t
do. Our Hope comes from God alone.

So in this month of hectic franticness, | invite you to lean into the re-
frain from our Hymn of the Season. | invite you to carve out times of
stillness, when you just sit and be. Times where you can breathe
deeply and recall that our hope is in Christ. Because, while we can
(and should) do a variety of things as God’s hands and feet in the
world, ultimately, all that matters is that we await his return and trust
in his provision.

For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait; truly our hope is in you.
Amen.

Nith love,
Pastor Svika




Scam Alert—Again!

Pr. Erika will never ask you to buy gift cards for any emergency, via email, text or call. She only has
one phone number and one email address through which she communicates with us. She may be a
Lutheran, but she still does things decently and in order! :-)

Pr. Erika also wants to caution us about Al voice scams—folks impersonating pastors over the phone
by using Al versions of their voices.

Considering all of her sermons we have online,
please be aware that this is happening (though it has yet to happen to UCPC), and verify that you
are indeed talking to (or texting with) Pr. Erika. Check the phone number; ask questions about ex-

periences you have shared with her; ask how her son is doing, etc. She will not be offended.

An Additional Year End Giving Option at UCPC!

To donate to the UCPC Fairbanks Endowment (a fuller announcement is in the December 2024
newsletter), please go to www.presbyterianfoundation.org, under the Endowments section. If

you’d like to donate to the Fund by check, please include the Fund ID # (102241000103) on the
memo line and mail it to

Presbyterian Foundation
200 E 12th Street

Jeffersonville, IN 47130
Thank you!

Woman’s Bible Stu'dy

December 1, 15 and 29 ‘
2:30-3:30PM in the Narthex é ‘
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https://www.becu.org/blog/voice-cloning-ai-scams-are-on-the-rise?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.becu.org/blog/voice-cloning-ai-scams-are-on-the-rise?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
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Following are the draft minutes of the November 20, 2025, Session meeting. The various committee reports
*‘ will be emailed to all on the newsletter email list . If you’d like a print copy, please contact the church office
*_ at 907-479-6728 or admin@upcpfairbanks.org
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Opening prayer — Pastor Erika opened in prayer at 6:30 p.m.

Pt e

A quorum was declared.

Present: Mathew Bierer, Roger Smith, Jim Durst, Pat Babcock, Marji lllingworth, Rev. Erika Burgh,
Doreen McNeill

Absent: Paula Long
Guest: Deacon Lynne Krizek
Scripture and Devotion — Roger Smith presented a devotion on 2 Kings 4:1-2.

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda, consisting of the following:

e The docket
o Approval of the Minutes of the October 16, 2025 meeting of the Session
o Acknowledge receipt of the following written reports:

Deacons

Clerk of Session

Building Stewards

Elder Commissioner Report
Faith Development
Finance & Stewardship
Hospitality, Fellowship & Membership
Mission and Outreach
Personnel

Nominating

Worship
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Consent agenda was ADOPTED with NO OPPOSITION.

Orders of the Day

o Deacons’ report at 6:33 pm

e Comments from the Congregation at 7:00 pm

e Clerk’s Report at 7:00 pm. In addition to the written report, Doreen reported that

+ the Pastor Nominating Committee will be meeting on November 24 with the Presbytery’s
Stated Clerk (Also Doreen) to get started and receive training.

¢ The ACLU Family Safety Planning handbooks about immigrant rights are now available in oth-
er languages, so | will ask Melissa to print 2 or 3 copies to put in the narthex, as approved
was by the session. Languages to print are English, Russian, Ukrainian, and Spanish.



New Business:

Motion from Mission Committee: to Receive the Christmas Joy Offering on the 4" Sunday in Advent. This
offering provides support for Presbyterian church workers and their families in their time of need and
leadership development and education for communities of color at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color. Motion was APPROVED by a show of hands 5:0.

Several people cleaned out the former “smelly closet.” Mission committee reported that items were dis-
bursed to the following organizations:
Fairbanks Rescue Mission
Interior Alaska Center for Nonviolent Living
Senior Center
FyndOut Free (diapers)

Young Lives (diapers)

A few items remain for needs when they are seen. The plan is to put the wheel chair, crutches, etc. in the

closet. Discussion continued whether there is room for the Little Free Pantry food, which would free up

space in the conference room. Marji will bring her ozone generator to take the smell away from the closet
so the smell of cleaning products won’t transfer to food and other items.

Mission Committee is updating the UCPC Welcome Brochure. Session reviewed the draft and made com-
ments. Discussion included adding the mission statement, Facebook page use, Children’s Sunday School,
and who will be the “keeper” of the brochure for when it needs to be updated. Session agreed that the
final brochure should be in the possession of the Administrative Assistant.

Session Teambuilding. In January, the Session will start meetings with a short bible study and fellowship.
The format will be adapted as needed.

Old Business

Insurance. Roger reported that the major renters who do not have liability insurance are looking into it, as
insurance is required by UCPC’s insurance company. The insurance company accepts the 12-step groups
as being covered under UCPC’s policy because they are clearly a mission of this church. One-time users
also don’t seem to concern our Insurance company. Roger will attempt to make the rental agreement
insurance requirement verbiage in plainer English. This item remains TABLED.

Pastor and People book. The group reviewed who has read the book and where copies are located.
Matthew is reading it. A copy needs to be passed on to Jennifer.

Annual Meeting check-in about any action items, etc. The Annual Meeting went well, was efficient and the
lasagna was well received and on time. Coffee, tea, water, salad and rolls were also provided.

Office tech. The computer is working well now that it has been refurbished. The tech company was very im-
pressed by Celia Rohwer’s configuration of the internal hardware. The monitor died, so a television is
being used temporarily.

Meeting Schedule Next meetings:

December 4 at 5:15 pm, Deacons meeting: Jim Durst

December 18 at 6:30 pm, Regular Session Meeting
December Devotional and Elder of the Month: Jim Durst
ADJOURN at 8:11 pm with Rev. Bergh leading the closing prayer.
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ADOPT-A-FAMILY

We have a family for Adopt-A-Family. The angel tree
has been set up in the narthex. Please wrap the gifts
when you return them, with the ornament attached.
Gifts need to be at the church by Sunday, December
21. Thank you for your generosity in this project we
have been doing for the lasts few years.

REPARETHEWAY | CHRISTMAS JOY

ISAIAH 40

jomen ' OFFERING

THE PERFECT GIFT

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s
perfect gift to us, with generous support of church leaders among us — past, present, and future — who
have pointed us to God.

We honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, church workers, and their families who have faith-
fully guided and led us but who now find themselves in critical financial need. We honor and celebrate
emerging leaders like students in schools and colleges equipping communities of color, who develop
leadership skills as they pursue their education and prepare to bring their gifts in service to the world
God loves so much.

Jesus’s example as a child born to be among us and lead us to eternal life provides a pattern for us to fol-
low as we celebrate those who have led us in the past and will lead us into the future. Through the
Christmas Joy Offering, we come together to support past, present, and future leaders, embodying God’s
perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ.

50% of this offering goes to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, and 50% goes to Presby-
terian schools and colleges equipping communities of color. Prayerfully consider your gift this year. We
are receiving it on the 4" Sunday of Advent (Dec. 21) or anytime during the Advent season.
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Give to Disaster Relief--Hurricane and Typhoon Relief

If you would like to donate to Presbyterian Disaster Relief in support of our neighbors on the West
Coast who have been affected by Typhoon Halong, here is the information recently sent from Pres-
bytery:

https://pcusa.org/donate/dr000194-disaster-relief-hurricane-and-typhoon-relief

This designated account supplements the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering to enable a
significant response for relief and recovery from hurricanes and typhoons that cause widespread
destruction internationally and in the United States.

To give by phone, call 800-872-3283. To send a check, please designate where you want your gift
to go on the memo line and mail to:

Presbyterian Church (USA)
PO Box 643700
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

THE WILL TO

The Will to Dream Advent Devotionals are in the Narthex! Please take one for
you and/or your household to read through this Advent Season.




Sunday

December 2025

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

30

Advent

9:30am - 10:15am
Adult Bible Study (FH)
10:30am - 11:30am
Worship Service (S)
2:00pm - 4:00pm
Grace Church (S)
6:00pm - 7:00pm 12
Step (MR)

1

11:00am - 5:00pm
Laurie Long (HS)
12:00pm - 8:00pm
Cello Charly (MR)
2:30-3:30pm Women’s
Bible Study (N)

5:15pm - 6:00pm Sound
Team (S)

6:00pm - 9:30pm Grace

2

6:30am - 7:30am Men's
Bible Study (N)
12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello
Charly (MR)

5:00pm - 8:00pm Boy
Scouts (FH)

6:30pm - 9:00pm Great
Land Sounds (MR)

8:00pm - 10:00pm 12 Step

3

11:00am - 5:00pm Laurie
Long (HS)

12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello
Charly (MR)

5:30pm - 6:45pm Choir
Practice (MR)

6:00pm - 7:00pm Girl
Scouts (L)

6:00pm - 9:00pm Red

4

12:00pm - 6:00pm Cello
Charly (MR)

5:15pm - 7:00pm Dea-
cons Meeting (CR)
5:30pm - 6:30pm 12
Step (HS)

6:00pm - 9:30pm
Grace Church (MR & FH
Classrooms)

5

6:30pm - 9:30pm
Grace Church (MR)
8:00pm - 10:00pm
12 Step NA (L)

6

9-12 Elder and
Deacon training
(SL)

Church (HS) AA (L) Hackle Pipe Band (CE) 6:30pm - 9:00pm Sweet
7pm Elder and Deacon Adelines (CE Basement)
training (SL)
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:30am - 10:15am 11:00am - 5:00pm 6:30am - 7:30am Men's  |10:00am - 11:00am 8:30am - 8:30pm Cyber- [6:30pm - 9:30pm
Adult Bible Study (FH) |Laurie Long (HS) Bible Study (N) Mission & Outreach lynx (FH and CE) Grace Church (MR)
10:30am - 11:30am 12:00pm - 8:00pm 12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello 11:00am - 5:00pm Laurie |12:00pm - 6:00pm Cello |8:00pm - 10:00pm
Worship Service (S) Cello Charly (MR) Charly (MR) Long (HS) Charly (MR) 12 Step NA (L)
2:00pm - 4:00pm 6:00pm - 9:30pm Grace|6:30pm - 8:00pm Boy 12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello |5:30pm - 6:30pm 12
Grace Church (S) Church (HS) Scouts (CE) Charly (MR) Step (HS)
6:00pm - 7:00pm 12 6:00pm - 7:00pm PNC |6:30pm - 9:00pm Great 4:00pm - 5:30pm Worship |6:00pm - 9:30pm
Step (MR) (CR) Land Sounds (MR) Committee (CR) Grace Church (MR & FH
7-8:30pm Elder and 8:00pm - 10:00pm 12 Step [5:30pm - 6:45pm Choir  |Classrooms)
Deacon training (SL) AA (L) Practice (MR) 6:30pm - 9:00pm Sweet
6:00pm - 7:00pm Girl Adelines (CE Basement)
Scouts (L) 7-8:30pm Elder and
6:00pm - 9:00pm Red Deacon training (SL)
Hackle Pipe Band (CE)
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:30am - 10:15am 11:00am - 5:00pm 6:30am - 7:30am Men's  [11:00am - 5:00pm Laurie |PHH (FH & K) 6:30pm - 9:30pm  [4:00pm - 9:00pm
Adult Bible Study (FH) |Laurie Long (HS) Bible Study (N) Long (HS) 12:00pm - 6:00pm Cello |Grace Church (MR) G)face Church (FH &

10:30am - 11:30am
Worship Service (S)
2:00pm - 4:00pm
Grace Church (S)
6:00pm - 7:00pm 12
Step (MR)

12:00pm - 8:00pm
Cello Charly (MR)
2:30-3:30pm Women’s
Bible Study (N)

5:15pm Finance (CR)
6:00pm - 9:00pm CMA
(SL)

6:00pm - 9:30pm Grace
Church (HS)

12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello
Charly (MR)

6:30pm - 8:00pm Boy
Scouts (CE)

6:30pm - 9:00pm Great
Land Sounds (MR)

8:00pm - 10:00pm 12 Step

AA (L)

12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello
Charly (MR)

5:30pm - 6:45pm Choir
Practice (MR)

6:00pm - 7:00pm Girl
Scouts (L)

6:00pm - 9:00pm Red
Hackle Pipe Band (CE)

Charly (MR)

5:30pm - 6:30pm 12
Step (HS)

6:00pm - 9:30pm
Grace Church (MR & FH
Classrooms)

6:30pm Session (SL)
6:30pm - 9:00pm Sweet
Adelines (CE Basement)

8:00pm - 10:00pm
12 Step NA (L)

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:30am - 10:15am 8:00am - 5:00pm PHH |6:30am - 7:30am Men's  [10:00am - 1:00pm PHH 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Adult Bible Study (FH) [(CE) Bible Study (N) (CE) Grace Church (MR)
10:30am - 11:30am 11:00am - 5:00pm 10:00am - 1:00pm PHH 11:00am - 5:00pm Laurie 8:00pm - 10:00pm
Worship Service (S) Laurie Long (HS) (CE) Long (HS) 12 Step NA (L)
2:00pm - 4:00pm 12:00pm - 8:00pm 12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello 12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello
Grace Church (S) Cello Charly (MR) Charly (MR) Charly (MR)
6:00pm - 7:00pm 12 6:00pm - 9:30pm Grace|6:30pm - 8:00pm Boy 6:00pm - 7:00pm Girl
Step (MR) Church (HS) Scouts (CE) Scouts (L)

6:30pm - 9:00pm Great 6:00pm - 9:00pm Red

Land Sounds (MR) Hackle Pipe Band (CE)

8:00pm - 10:00pm 12 Step |8pm Christmas Eve Can-

AA (L) dlelight Service
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
9:30am - 10:15am 10:00am - 1:00pm PHH |6:30am - 7:30am Men's  |10:00am - 1:00pm PHH 12:00pm - 6:00pm Cello |10:00am - 1:00pm
Adult Bible Study (FH) |(CE) Bible Study (N) (CE) Charly (MR) PHH (CE)

10:30am - 11:30am
Worship Service (S)
2:00pm - 4:00pm
Grace Church (S)
6:00pm - 7:00pm 12
Step (MR)

E
11:00am - 5:00pm
Laurie Long (HS)
12:00pm - 8:00pm
Cello Charly (MR)
2:30-3:30pm Women’s
Bible Study (N)
6:00pm - 9:30pm Grace
Church (HS)

10:00am - 1:00pm PHH
(CE)

12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello
Charly (MR)

6:30pm - 8:00pm Boy
Scouts (CE)

6:30pm - 9:00pm Great
Land Sounds (MR)

8:00pm - 10:00pm 12 Step

AA (L)

11:00am - 5:00pm Laurie
Long (HS)

12:00pm - 8:00pm Cello
Charly (MR)

5:30pm - 6:45pm Choir
Practice (MR)

6:00pm - 7:00pm Girl
Scouts (L)

6:00pm - 9:00pm Red
Hackle Pipe Band (CE)

5:15pm - 7:00pm Dea-
cons Meeting (CR)
5:30pm - 6:30pm 12
Step (HS)

6:00pm - 9:30pm
Grace Church (MR & FH
Classrooms)

6:30pm - 9:00pm Sweet
Adelines (CE Basement)

6:30pm - 9:30pm
Grace Church (MR)
8:00pm - 10:00pm
12 Step NA (L)




Transition News!

As noted in the November Newsletter, the Ministry Commission of the Presbytery of Yukon ap-
proved UCPC’s Transition Report and approved UCPC to form a Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC) to call an installed pastor. The PNC was formed at the Annual Meeting. Curtis McNeill,
Jim Durst, Frederich Bierer, Theresa Reed, Joe Krizek and I agreed to serve on this committee. We
have held our first meeting and scheduled several more, through January. Curtis was elected chair
of the committee, and I am secretary.

Most of the work of the PNC must remain confidential. We will give updates as we are able.
Thank you for your patience and your prayers through this exciting and challenging endeavor!

~Melissa Bierer

_ | Wrap us in your
wauty love

on this
winter day,

O God,
as we gather
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The American Foundation for Suicide

Prevention Diving with Andrew team

raised $1415 this year! Thank you for
all of your support.

~Kathy Dohner
https://afsp.org/
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Christmas Eve Candlelit Worship
with Holy Communion

UCPCfairbanks.org

Thanks to all those who keep our stairs,
ramp, porch and parking lot clear of the
white stuff!!

Snow Shoveling Volunteers are always

needed. Add your name to the sign-up sheet
on the Garage Guys table in the Narthex.




University Community Presbyterian Church

3510 College Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709

-

Website: www.ucpcfairbanks.org

Phone: (907) 479-6728

Office Hours

9:00AM to 1:00PM, Monday - Friday
Pastor Erika is in the office MWR from 10-2.

Find us on
facebook.

Contacts
Supply Pastor . Rev. Erika Bergh (907) 717-5015 Email: rev.erikabergh@gmail.com
Admin Assistant: Melissa Bierer (907) 479-6728 Email: admin@ucpcfairbanks.org

Session Elders and Committee Leaders

Doreen McNeill (“27) 388-0544 Clerk of Session

Pat Babcock (“25) 978-7187 Hospitality, Fellowship and Membership
Matthew Bierer ("25) 474-0106 Building Stewards; Mission and Outreach
Jim Durst ("26) 590-9024 Worship

Paula Long ("26) 687-7444 Personnel

Roger Smith ("26) 322-2595 Finance; Nominating

Marji Illingworth (“27) 378-2138 Faith Development

Board of Deacons
Judy Fowler-Morris ('26) 388-5629 President

Carol Nielsen (“25) 388-8154
Sarah Lanstra ("25) 378-3929
Marijo Larson (“26) 322-9425
Janet Johnson ("27) 687-7148
Lynn Krizek ("27) 460-4293

Worship Service Leaders

Matthew Bierer Video Manager
Kathy Dohner Organist/Pianist
Curtis McNeill Sound Manager

Theresa Reed Choir Director




