Parks Canada Sites

Parks Canada is responsible for four sites in northern
Manitoba: York Factory National Historic Site, Wapusk
National Park, Parks Canada Visitor Centre in the
Churchill Heritage Railway Station and Prince of Wales
Fort National Historic Site, including Cape Merry
Battery and Sloop Cove.

Except for the Visitor Centre, these sites pose a high
risk of polar bear encounters and should never be
visited without a licensed guide or Parks Canada staff
member.

In Canada’s national parks it is unlawful for visitors to
carry a firearm. Consider hiring a guide or a bear
monitor for increased safety. Outfitters who wish to
have guides considered for a permit to carry firearms
at Prince of Wales Fort National Historic Site and in
Wapusk National Park, should contact Parks Canada
by phone 204-675-8863 or by email
wapusk.np@pc.gc.ca.

COMMERCIAL deterrents

« Noisemakers including air horns, pistol and
pen-launched bear bangers may scare a bear away.

« Pepper spray is effective against polar bears, but
has some limitations. It must be warm enough to
atomize and it must be used at close range. Also be
aware of wind direction to avoid having the spray
blow into your face.

« Know how and when to use these deterrents and
practice beforehand.

+ Note that pepper spray and firearm banger
ammunition are dangerous goods and cannot be
transported by public carriers as part of your
carry-on or checked baggage.

Workplace Safety

Acquire training and more information on bear safety from
your employer. Your employer can assist you with

determining the safest way for you to get to and from work.

Discuss any preventative measures your company takes to

avoid encounters and what to do in the case of emergencies

while at work.

Each encounter is unique.

Like people, polar bears display different behaviours
and react differently to humans depending on the
circumstances. This pamphlet provides guidelines for
avoiding and dealing with polar bear encounters. For
your safety and the welfare of the bears, please read
this pamphlet carefully and seriously consider the
risks involved with living and travelling in polar bear
country. Good judgment, common sense and
familiarity with polar bear behaviour are required at
all times in bear country. For further information
contact Manitoba Conservation and Water
Stewardship (204-675-8897) or Parks Canada
(204-675-8863).

If You Encounter A Polar Bear:

- STAY CALM.

» Check that all people in your group are
accounted for.

« Back away, facing the polar bear at all times.

+ Get into your vehicle or a building as rapidly as
possible.

« Do notrun.

+ Callfor help by phoning Polar Bear Alert at:
204-675-2327.

Call the Polar Bear Alert Line (204-675-2327) if you:

« See a bear within or near the town limits.

« See a bear between the town and the airport.

« Observe a bear near the outlying residential areas or
businesses (i.e. Goose Creek, Camp Nanuk, Churchill
Northern Studies Center).

« See a bear that appears to be injured.

If there were any
injuries, call: 911



