Predominant wireworm species in southern Idaho
Note that color and size may vary with larval age and environment and are not reliable traits in identification.
Aeolus mellillus

Hypnoidus bicolor

Limonius californicus

Limonius canus

Limonius infuscatus

Selatosomus aeripennis

Selatosomus pruininus

Key characters for identifying Idaho wireworms
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Aeolus mellillus (A, B, C). A (top view): Note the dark head, eyes (d),
and three nasale teeth placed in a row (a). B (bottom view): A solid
triangular segment (e) appears between the head and the first pair
of legs. C (top view): The two pairs of claw-shaped structures (i) are
darker than the rest of the body.
Hypnoidus bicolor (D, E, F). D (top view): Note the presence of
eyes (d) and a single, triple-pointed nasale (b). E (bottom view):
The triangular plate between the head and the first pair of legs is
partially divided (f). F: A pair of hairs is present on the upper side of
the last body segment (h).
Limonius californicus (H, I, J, K, L). H: Eyespots are absent, and the
single nasale is triple-pointed (b). I (bottom view): A solid triangular
segment (e) appears right before the first pair of legs.
J (top view): Claw-shaped appendices at the end of the body form
a keyhole shape (j). K (side view): Claw-shaped appendices point
away from the body ( i). L (top view): Line patterning on individual
body segments meets in the mid-line (m). These last two traits
distinguish Limonius spp. at the species level.
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Limonius canus G (top view): Shares all above traits with
L. californicus with the exception of line patterning of body
segments, which fade before reaching the mid-line (m).
Limonius infuscatus Q (side view) and R (top view): Shares all above
traits with L. californicus with the exception of the claw-shaped
structures on the last body segments, which, unlike L. californicus,
are pointed toward the body (k).
Selatosomus aeripennis (M, N, O). M: Eyespots (d) and a singlepegged nasale tooth (c) are present. N (bottom view): A small
triangular structure (g) at the end of the dividing line of the
triangular plate appears just in front of the first pair of legs. O: The
claw-shaped structures do not form a keyhole on the last body
segment. This species can be distinguished from another similar
species, Selatosomus pruininus, by the absence of hair on the last
body segment.
Selatosomus pruininus P (top view): This species has characteristic
hairs (h) on the last body segment. It shares other characteristics
with those illustrated for S. aeripennis.

For larger photos and more detailed information, see University of Idaho Extension bulletin 898, Wireworms in Idaho Cereals: Monitoring
and Identification, http://www.cals.uidaho.edu/edcomm/pdf/BUL/BUL898.pdf

