
Have you ever thought about where 
your electricity comes from when you 
flip on a light switch? Electric coop-
eratives like Western Farmers Electric 
Cooperative (WFEC), Choctaw Electric 
Cooperative’s wholesale power pro-
vider, use a variety of energy sources, 
or fuels, to generate electricity. This 
mix of fuels helps keep power reliable, 
affordable and more environmentally 
friendly. 

WFEC’s focus is on providing the best 
service for its members, balancing cost 
with reliability, not making profits. As a 
member-owned cooperative, decisions 
are guided by long-term value rather 
than short-term gains.

Different Fuels, One Goal: Electricity

WFEC maintains a well-balanced and 
diversified portfolio of generation 
resources, including renewables such 
as wind, solar and hydropower. Gen-
erating facilities are located at Moore-
land, Anadarko and Hugo, Oklahoma, 
and Lovington, New Mexico. These 

Powering the Future
WFEC’s balanced fuel mix helps keep electricity reliable and affordable

power plants provide natural gas and 
coal-powered energy. In addition, 
WFEC has power purchase agreements 
and contracts with facilities located 
throughout its service territory.

WFEC doesn’t rely on just one fuel.
Rather it uses a diverse mix to ensure 
power is always available, no matter 
the weather or fluctuating market con-
ditions. This diversification benefits 
both WFEC and its members.

Why WFEC Uses a Mix of Fuels

Reliability: A diverse fuel mix provides 
a buffer against supply disruptions 
or fluctuations in any single energy 
source. For example, wind and so-
lar power can be supplemented by 
always-available sources like coal 
or natural gas during periods of low 
renewable energy production.

Cost: Some fuels are cheaper at 
various times, while some are more 
volatile due to market conditions and 
extreme weather events. Utilizing the 

lowest-cost resources first and lever-
aging different fuel types helps keep 
electric rates lower. 

A Bright Future

WFEC is currently building more natural 
gas generation, with plans for addi-
tional natural gas generation by 2029. 
Concurrently, several projects for wind, 
solar and battery generation have 
been put in place to purchase power 
from non-WFEC owned facilities. These 
investments strengthen reliability 
while adding flexibility to the genera-
tion portfolio. 

In summary, a diverse fuel mix allows 
WFEC to balance the characteristics 
of different energy sources, ensuring 
a reliable, affordable and responsible 
electricity supply for distribution coop-
erative members like CEC. By utilizing 
a diverse mix of fuels, WFEC will con-
tinue to maintain reliability—now and 
in the future.

For more on how WFEC is powering the 
future, visit www.wfec.com.
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Choctaw Electric Cooperative
Serving members in Choctaw, 
Pushmataha, Atoka, McCurtain, 
Bryan and LeFlore counties.
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24 Hour Outage Line
(800) 780-6486
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1033 N. 4250 Rd.
Hugo, OK 74743
Toll free: (800) 780-6486
Local: (580) 326-6486
Fax: (580) 326-2492

Idabel Office
2114 SE Washington
Idabel, OK 74745
Toll free: (800) 780-6486
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Perry Thompson, Jr. | Secretary/Treasurer
Jarred Campbell
Debbie Cody
Jana Burris
Ken Autry
Stacy Nichols
Jackson Ferguson
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Kooney Duncan | CEO 
Tanya Roebuck | Executive Assistant/
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Jia Johnson | Public Relations Director

FOLLOW US ONLINE
www.choctawelectric.net

www.facebook.com/
choctawelectriccooperative

MANAGE YOUR ACCOUNT 
choctawelectric.smarthub.coop

Download the free SmartHub 
app in your device’s app store
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CEO Kooney Duncan 

Careful Planning Helps Control Costs

Rising costs are not new, but they have 
become more visible over the past few 
years. At Choctaw Electric Cooperative, 
we approach these challenges with 
careful planning and oversight while 
continuing to deliver the re-
liable service our members 
count on.

For CEC, managing costs is 
a continuous, daily process. 
One of the ways we do this 
is through competitive bid-
ding. For our maintenance 
and operational contracts, 
we routinely solicit bids 
to ensure we’re receiving 
quality work at a fair price. 
The same is true for mate-
rials like poles. We secure 
quotes from four to five ven-
dors, allowing us to com-
pare pricing and availability and make 
the best decisions for our members. 
Kenny Sivard Jr., purchasing agent, said 
that in 2025, the bidding process saved 
CEC $458,989 on supplies alone.

Another example of how continuous 
management has paid off is our right-of-
way maintenance contracts. By taking a 
more strategic approach to right-of-way 
clearing in recent years, we’ve reduced 
those costs by nearly half. This change 

has also lowered the cost of pole re-
placements by minimizing unnecessary 
clearing by contractors, which has been 
reflected in recent bids.

Building strong, long-term relationships 
with contractors also 
helps us manage costs. 
When it’s not storm sea-
son and demand on our 
own system is lower, we 
allow crews to assist other 
systems. That flexibility 
helps control costs while 
ensuring experienced 
crews remain available 
when needed. 

We also work closely with 
our board to review costs 
and identify savings op-
portunities. Over the past 

year, we have focused on identifying 
opportunities to operate more efficient-
ly. Those conversations help ensure ac-
countability and keep member interests 
front and center.

Rising costs impact every utility, but 
through constant management, strong 
relationships and a focus on price and 
quality, CEC continues to protect reli-
ability and keep costs in check for the 
members we serve.

Navigating Rising Costs for Reliability
Over the past five years, Oklahoma’s electric cooperatives have seen 
cost increases across the industry. It is our responsibility to find the most 
cost-effective way to keep the lights on safely, affordably and reliably for 
our members. Below are average percentage increases for electric infras-
tucture in Oklahoma since 2020:
50–80%...Utility poles (wood, steel, composite)
40–110%...Crossarms & braces (steel/wood)
50–80%...Conductor wire (aluminum/copper)
80–120%...Transformers
50%–100%...Copper wiring
20–50%...Smart meters
80–100%...Pad-mounted transformers
30–60%...Circuit breakers/reclosers 
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Go Paperless!
Sign up for paperless billing via the 
SmartHub app or call Choctaw Elec-
tric Cooperative at 800-780-6486.

Avoid Utility Scams
Enrolling in autodraft payments 
through Choctaw Electric Coopera-
tive’s free SmartHub app can help 
prevent certain types of utility bill 
scams. 
If a scammer contacts you with fake 
disconnection threats, you can rest 
easy knowing your bill is paid auto-
matically through a pre-arranged, 
secure channel. Autodraft payments 
also eliminate the risk of exposing 
checks and personal banking info 
through the mail. 
To sign up, visit choctawelectric.net/
payment-options or call us at 800-
780-6486 to learn more.

Source: AARP

February Efficiency Tip
Mid-winter is a great time to ensure 
you’re making the most of your home 
heating system. 
•	 Replace or clean filters to keep 

your furnace or heat pump running 
efficiently. 

•	 Listen for strange noises and 
check for uneven heating—these 
signs indicate that the system may 
need servicing. 

•	 Ensure vents and radiators aren’t 
blocked by furniture or rugs as 
proper airflow helps your system 
work less and saves energy. 

A little maintenance along the way 
can prevent costly repairs and keep 
your home cozy through winter. 
Source: energy.gov

Lucky Acct. #38860914
If this is your account number, please 
contact CEC at 800-780-6486, ext. 
241, by the 5th of the month to claim 
your $50 bill credit. Unclaimed bill 
credits roll over each month by $25 
for a maximum credit of $100.

CEC Operations Update
In January, CEC contract crews worked 
north of Hochatown, near Carter 
Mountain, to upgrade an existing three-
phase line. The project reconducted a 
15-mile section of line with larger wire 
in order to strengthen capacity, sup-
porting long-term reliability for the area 
and allowing for a future double circuit.

Choctaw Electric Cooperative’s 2025–26 Youth Ambassador Ella Herron is making 
an impact in southeastern Oklahoma. Since taking on the role in the summer of 
2025, she has represented CEC at state meetings, spoken to community groups 
like the Idabel Lions Club, led voter registration efforts at schools and the co-op’s 
annual meeting, read to local elementary students, and promoted the Oklahoma 
Youth Tour by helping juniors with applications and scholarship opportunities. 
“Ella has done an incredible job as youth ambassador,” says Jia Johnson, CEC 
director of communications. “I’m so proud of her.”

Youth Ambassador Ella Herron Leads the Way

Youth Ambassador Ella Herron reads
to students at Dierks Elementary.

Congratulations, Rooster!
Congratulations to Tony “Rooster” 
Hallows, pictured above (left) with CEO 
Kooney Duncan (right). Hallows retired 
on January 5, 2026, after 20 years of 
dedicated service to Choctaw Electric 
Cooperative. We wish you all the best 
in your next chapter!

Local Highlights



If you rely on electricity to power 
life support equipment, it’s time 
to update your records with 
Choctaw Electric. CEC maintains 
a record of our life-support-de-
pendent members so the co-op 
can notify you of scheduled 
outages in your area. To pro-
tect your health and safety, we 
ask members to submit a life 
support member form every year 
in March. 

Forms are available on our web-
site: choctawelectric.net/appli-
cations-and-forms or by calling 
800-780-6486. Life-support-de-
pendent members should be 
prepared with battery backup or 
another source of alternate pow-
er during a power outage. Your 
safety is our top priority. Thank 
you for your cooperation! 

Do you rely on life support? 

During a power outage, you may find 
yourself in the dark and unable to use 
your appliances for a period of time. A 
generator can provide temporary elec-
tricity that, depending on the type, can 
power a few appliances or an entire 
building. While convenient during an 
outage, generators used improperly 
can also create safety hazards.

Before investing in a generator, think 
first about your electrical needs and 
usage. Know the difference between 
standby and portable generators.

Standby Generators

Standby generators are wired direct-
ly into the home and can be sized 
to match the electrical demands of 
the home or building. A permanently 
installed standby generator must have 

an approved transfer safety switch to 
avoid feeding electricity back into the 
electrical system outdoors, creating 
what’s known as “backfeed.” Backfeed 
occurs when an improperly connected 
generator begins feeding electricity 
back through the power lines. It is very 
dangerous for line workers as well 
as anyone who may be near downed 
power lines.

Portable Generators 

Portable generators do not permanent-
ly attach to the home and can power 
only the appliances that are plugged 
into the generator, so consider essen-
tial electrical needs when choosing. To 
avoid backfeed into the utility elec-
trical system, the portable generator 
should never be plugged directly into 
the home. Improper installation or use 

could be dangerous to you and threat-
en the lives of your family, friends, 
neighbors and Choctaw Electric Coop-
erative crews trying to restore service.

Don’t wait for a power outage to pre-
pare for safety. Before using a porta-
ble generator, read all manufacturer 
instructions. Properly connecting the 
generator into the system is a criti-
cal step for safe and effective use. A 
licensed professional should install a 
permanent, standby electric generator 
and can help with proper equipment 
for safely using a portable generator.

Stay Warm, Stay Safe
Ensure safety while keeping your home powered during winter outages 

To learn more, scan here or visit
choctawelectric.net/energy-camp

Eighth-graders, apply now for
an all-expense-paid trip to 

  DEADLINE: FRIDAY, MARCH 6 AT 5 P.M.  

Energy Camp 2026

To apply, write a 150-200-word essay on the topic, “Lighting the Way: Energy & Innovation in
America’s 250 Years.” Eighth-grade students from all schools in the CEC service area, including faith-
based programs and home schools, are encouraged to apply. 

United Acts of Kindness Day
Each year, we partner with First United Bank to spread a little extra 
kindness in our communities. On Feb. 13, you’ll find small tokens, 
like coupons for a candy bar, shared with employees and members 
as a reminder that even simple acts can make a big difference.


