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T
hree local students will 
enjoy a one-week tour of  
our nation’s capital this 
summer. Katelyn Lofton of  

Antlers; Serenity McGuire of  Broken 
Bow; and Kasey Alford of  Haworth 
are the winners of  Choctaw Electric 
Cooperative’s annual Youth Tour contest.  

The competition invites high school juniors 
to compete for a chance at participating 
in the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour 
in Washington D.C. Youth Tour is an 
educational experience for high school 
juniors sponsored by electric cooperatives 
from across the U.S. Choctaw Electric 
winners will travel with other Oklahoma 
students on a one-week tour of  historic 
sites, memorials, and museums in and 
around Washington D.C. While they are 
there, they will meet other Youth Tour 
delegates from around the country, learn 
about electric cooperative’s important 
role in serving rural America, and meet 
with congressional members and staff. 

Electric co-ops began sending students on 
Youth Tour in 1964. Over the years, the 
program evolved and grew into one of  
the largest youth gatherings to converge 
on Washington D.C. CEC has sponsored 
teens on Youth Tour since its inception.

Find details about Youth Tour at www.
choctawelectric.coop or www.oaec.coop.

TOP TEENS PREPARE FOR JOURNEY
Local students selected for Electric Cooperative Youth Tour

Kasey Alford, Haworth Katelyn Lofton, Antlers Serenity McGuire, Broken Bow



official minutes of your cec board meeting

Scan this code with your smartphone 
or tablet to read the monthly minutes of 
your co-op board meeting. Minutes are 
also available at any CEC location and 
online at www.choctawelectric.coop. 

To  scan the code, install a Bar Code 
Scanner app, available at the App Store.

Choctaw Electric Cooperative
Serving members in Choctaw, Pushmataha,

 Atoka, and McCurtain counties

HUGO OFFICE
PO Box 758

Hwy 93 North
Hugo, Oklahoma 74743
Toll Free: (800) 780-6486
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IDABEL OFFICE
2114 SE Washington
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ANTLERS OFFICE
HC 67 Box 62

Antlers, Oklahoma 74523
(One mile east of  Antlers)
Toll Free: (800) 780-6486

Local: (580) 298-3201
Monday-Friday • 8 am - 5 pm

On the Web:
www.choctawelectric.coop

24 Hour Outage Hotline

800-780-6486
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“Safety” is a word that is mentioned often and 
used loosely. Companies across all industries 
are committed to safety. Unfortunately, when 

it really counts, steps to keep the people safe are often 
ignored in the interest of  expediency or convenience. 

But safety is a serious issue, especially when it comes to 
electricity. For Choctaw Electric Cooperative (CEC), it’s the 
number one priority. This is not empty talk. Over time, CEC 
has created a culture of  safety by putting our employees’ safety 
and that of  the community above all else. CEC’s mission is to 
provide safe, affordable and reliable electricity to its member-
owners. At the end of  the day, we strive to deliver affordable 
and reliable electricity to our members, but equally important, 
we want to return our workers home safely to their loved ones. 
This requires ongoing focus, dedication and vigilance.

Following leading national safety standards
CEC follows safety protocols based on leading national safety practices for the utility 
industry. Lineworkers are provided specialized equipment to wear when working near 
power lines. CEC field crews have regular meetings where they discuss upcoming 
projects from a safety perspective. CEC staff monitor and track near-misses of  accidents 
in order to understand them, share “lessons learned” and improve in the future. 

We examine the information gleaned from near-misses and accident reports to discern 
patterns and use safety metrics to improve in areas where we have fallen short. We 
also brief  contractors on our safety protocols and set expectations for them.

Keeping the community safe
Because we live and work in the areas we serve, we care about our members. 
CEC conducts free safety demonstrations for schools and other groups. We 
also offer CPR training for nonprofits and first responders. In the field, our 
ongoing efforts to maintain and improve our right of  way helps eliminate 
fire hazards and prevents electricity from traveling to the ground.

May is National Electrical Safety Month. As we recognize the importance of  safety in 
our personal and work lives, I encourage you to be mindful when it comes to electricity. 
Report downed power lines, unlocked substations or other siutations that look amiss. 
Contact CEC with any questions or concerns you have regarding your electric service. 
Taking the extra time to plug into safety makes a difference—and it could save your life. 

Safety Above All Else
May is National Electrical Safety Month

■ MANAGER’S REPORT

Lucky Acct#38845543
If this account number 
belongs to you, contact 
CEC by the10th of the 
month to claim your $100 
bill credit. Unclaimed 
bill credits will roll over 
each month by $25 for a 
maximum credit of $100. 
To claim your credit by 
phone, please call 800-
780-6486, ext. 207.
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■ GOOD TO KNOW

Vendors Urged To 
Reserve Booths

Members who wish to submit 
changes to the Choctaw Electric 
(CEC) bylaws, or run for a 

position on the co-op board of  trustees, 
should be mindful of  certain deadlines. 

CEC bylaws specify that proposed bylaw 
amendments be submitted no later 
than 90 days before the CEC Annual 
Meeting. This year that deadline is June 
25, 2018. If  proposed changes meet 
legal requirements, co-op members will 
vote on suggested bylaw amendments at 
the CEC Annual Meeting or by mail-
in ballot. The Annual Meeting will be 
held on Saturday, September 22 at the 
McCurtain County Fairgrounds in Idabel. 

Details on the process of  submitting 
changes to the CEC bylaws are found in 
Article XV, Section 15:01 of  your co-
op bylaws. Bylaws are available online 
at www.choctawelectric.coop. 

Members who wish to run for the position 
of  CEC trustee in District D, E and F 
must turn in a petition signed by at least 
25 CEC members by July 24, 2018.

To serve as trustee, a member must 
meet certain qualifications. For example, 
you must live in the district you intend 

Candidate Filing Dates, Bylaw 
Changes Due By Deadline

to represent and you must have a high 
school diploma or GED. Please review 
all qualifications before filing. Candidate 
packets are available at any CEC 
office. You will find qualifications and 
details on election procedures, tenure, 
and districts in Article IV, Section 
4.01 - 4.13 of  your CEC bylaws. 

Tracking Right 
Of Way Crews
Members are reminded to 
watch for right of  way crews 
working in the following areas: 

• Contract crews are currently 
working west of  Rattan and 
in the Spencerville area. 

• CEC right of  way crews are 
wroking west of  Valliant.

Your cooperation is appreciated.

Track outages. When the 
lights go out, it’s helpful 
to know how many homes 
are affected and the 
estimated time until power 
is restored. Use CEC’s 
online outage map to keep you informed.
Visit www.choctaweelectric.coop.

ONLINE

Annual Meeting Vendor Booth Reservation Form
Saturday, September 22 • McCurtain County Fairgrounds, Idabel

Organization _____________________________________________________________
Contact person __________________________________________________________
Daytime Telephone _______________________________________________________
Mailing Address __________________________________________________________
Products to be displayed/sold _____________________________________________
Number of booth spaces__________________________________________________

A limited number of spaces are available. Spaces will be assigned on a first come, first 
serve basis. Vendors must provide their own tables, chairs, and electrical cords.

Reservation deadline: September 14, 2018

Please mail booth reservation form to: 
Jia Johnson, Choctaw Electric Cooperative, PO Box 758, Hugo, OK 74743

Organizations, businesses and others 
interested in setting up a display at the 
Choctaw Electric Annual Meeting are 
urged to reserve booth space in advance. 
The meeting will be held on Saturday, 
September 22 at the Idabel-McCurtain 
County Fairgrounds. Booth space is free. 

A limited number of  spaces are 
available for the meeting. To ensure your 
presence at the meeting, be sure to fill 
out the booth reservation form (right)
and return it to Choctaw Electric as 
soon as possible. Spaces are assigned 
on a first come, first serve basis. 

June 25
Bylaw revisions due at CEC Hugo.  
Attorney opinion due 30 days 
upon receipt of the proposed 
amendment. 

July 24
Candidate filing date for Dist. D, E, 
and F. Due by 5 pm at CEC in Hugo.

August 8
Second revision of proposed bylaw 
amendments due at CEC Hugo.

August 28
Deadline for issuing mail-in ballots 
to members.

September 21
Deadline for submitting mail-in 
ballots to E-Ballots. Do not 
submit ballots to CEC. 

Holiday Hours
Choctaw Electric will 
close on May 28 for 
Memorial Day. To 
report a power outage 
during this time, please 
call 800-780-6496.

Have a safe holiday!
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Are You a Co-op Voter?
Electric co-ops urge citizens to vote

D
id you vote in the 2016 elections?  If  so, you 
were one of  500,000 additional voters in 
electric co-op territories that went to the polls. 
You helped turn the tide of  decreasing voter 

turnout in rural areas—and elected officials took notice. 

Voting plays a crucial role in our democracy. Federal, state 
and local elections offer an opportunity for you to exercise 
a civic responsibility by selecting the best leaders.

2018 is going to be an important election year, and electric 
coops will play a vital role in encouraging rural voter turnout 
and engaging on issues that matter to rural communities.

When voters miss the chance to vote, they also lose the opportunity 
to communicate their concern to our leaders about the issues 
that matter to them, where they work, live, and raise families.

Reliable electricity, rural infrastructure and access to rural 
broadband and other issues will only become priorities if  rural 
voters continue to express their concerns to elected officials.  
Registering to vote and showing up to the polls on Election 
Day are the most effective ways to send this message.

This year, Choctaw Electric joins America’s electric co-ops 
in continuing the Co-ops Vote campaign to help get out the 
vote and make sure that rural issues are a part of  the public 
discussion. This effort ensures that rural voices are heard loud 
and clear every day, and especially on the next Election Day.

Here’s what you can do to help. If  you aren't registered to 
vote, do it now. Then, encourage your friends and family 
to register. Visit the Co-ops Vote web site, WWW.VOTE.
COOP, to get information on how to register and to learn 
more about your elected officials. You will also learn more 
about the issues that matter in rural communities.

CEC Kilowatt 
Kid’s Camp 
 

Send your kid 
to camp—free!

Idabel    | June 19  Hugo | June 21

2018 KILOWATT KID’S CAMP 

ENROLLMENT FORM

Student Name (Print): _________________________________________________

Age: ________________________________   Grade: _________________________

Parent Name:_________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:______________________________________________________

Home Tele:____________________________  Work Tele: _____________________

Cell: ________________________________________________ _________________

Allergies:_____________________________________________________________

Medications:_________________________________________________________

T-Shirt Size (Circle):         Youth XS (4-6)        Youth S (6-8)     

                                                    Youth M (8-10)       Youth L (10-12)

                                                     Adult S            Adult M          Adult L

Emergency Contact Name: _____________________________________________

HomeTele:__________________________________ Cell: _____________________

Camp (Circle):                Idabel Camp/June 19          Hugo Camp/June 21

Mail enrollment form to:

Jia Johnson or Brad Kendrick/ CEC/ PO Box 758/Hugo, OK 74743

CEC’s Kilowatt’s Kids Camp offers a fun, educational 
experience for younger kids, first through third grade. 
Campers spend the morning making crafts and playing 
games that teach them valuable lessons about how 
to stay safe around electricity. Kids also learn why 
it’s important to turn out the lights when they leave a 
room and practice other energy wise behaviors.

CEC is currently enrolling students for our half-day camps 
in Hugo and Idabel. The camp is free and includes all 
snacks and camp activities. To enroll, please fill out the form 
below and return it CEC by June 8. For more information 
on Kilowatt Kid’s Camp, please call Jia Johnson or Brad 
Kendrick at 800-780-6486, ext. 241.

■  MEMBER MATTERS
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H
ave you ever opened your 
electric bill and wondered 
how you could have used 
so much electricity when 

the weather has been so nice?

The answer is as close as SmartHub, 
Choctaw Electric’s self-service 
portal. In addition to tracking usage, 
SmartHub offers the following 
improved usage management tools:

• Analyze and understand usage 
trends to find ways to use less

• Establish and track a monthly budget 
to avoid unexpected high bills

• Set a point or range in time to 
compare differences in usage  

For example, use SmartHub to set an 
energy marker to see how your usage 
changed after installing a new water heater.

Weather conditions, especially when 
it’s very cold or very hot outside, can 
contribute significantly to your home’s 
usage. The greater the difference 
between the outside temperature and 
your thermostat setting, the longer 
and harder your central heating and 

Your Electric Bill and SmartHub
See how the weather affects your monthly usage

How to View and Manage Your Usage with SmartHub

1. Log into SmartHub on www.choctawelectric.coop  by clicking on the SmartHub 
icon on the homepage.  (You can also use the SmartHub app for your smart-
phone or tablet.)

2. If you haven’t signed up to use SmartHub, contact a CEC service representative 
at 800-780-6486  for help.

3. Once you’re logged in, select the Start Now button in the View and Manage My 
Usage box or choose an option from the My Usage tab.

air system must work to reach—and 
maintain—your thermostat’s set point.  

For instance, if  it’s 98 degrees outside 
and your thermostat is set to 70, that’s a 
28 degree difference. Since heating and 
cooling costs make up nearly 50 percent 
of  the typical home’s electric bill, very 
cold or very hot weather can increase your 
usage considerably—even more so if  your 
home isn’t well insulated and sealed.

The number of  hours and days that 
the outdoor temperatures remain hot 
or cold outside will also affect your 

The usage chart 
from SmartHub 
(right) shows the 
variance in daily 
kilowatt-hour 
usage and how it 
coincides with daily 
temperatures. This 
sample chart shows 
daily usage for a 
CEC member from 
January 1 - April 1.

energy consumption. In either situation, 
you probably spend more time inside 
with your central AC or heat running, 
watching TV, cooking, and so on. This 
activity adds up, leading higher bills.

With SmartHub it’s easier to connect 
your billing amount  to your home’s 
consumption, analyze usage trends, 
track a monthly budget, and set 
usage alerts. To use SmartHub, 
visit www.choctawelectric.coop 
or call 800-780-6486. Our service 
representatives are happy to help you!

■  SMART USAGE
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If you have electric cooperative lines running 
through your property, chances are the land 
beneath those lines is included in a right of way 

easement. To avoid conflict or miscommunication, 
landowners with easements on their property should 
understand where the right of way is located and what 
the easement entails.

 For Choctaw Electric, a right of way is a strip of land 
used to construct, maintain and repair its power lines. 
The easement contract between Choctaw Electric 
and a landowner is a legal restriction on land use 
that allows Choctaw Electric to build, operate and 
maintain a power line. It also allows the landowner to 
retain general ownership and control of the land. 

A right of way easement allows Choctaw Electric to:

•  Survey, construct, operate, maintain, upgrade 
and repair a line located on the defined right of 
way. 

• Clear and trim vegetation and trees from within 
the entire easement area once the line is built.

• Remove dangerous trees or limbs adjacent to 
the right of way in order to ensure the safe and 
reliable distribution of electricity.

If you have questions about the right of way 
easement on your property, please give us a call at 
800-780-6486 or visit www. choctawelectric.coop.

Right Of Way Widths
Choctaw Electric right of way varies according to 
the size of the service.

10 feet.......Secondary Lines
20 feet.......Single Phase Lines
30 feet.......Multiphase LinesUnderstanding Your 

Right of Way Easement
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Sign up for the Cooperative Home Energy Efficiency Program 
(CHEEP) and get money back for making your home more energy 
efficient. The program includes:

We'll pay you to save energy.  

• A professional on-site 
evaluation of  your home that 
includes a blower door test and 
duct blasting. FREE! 

• List of recommended 
improvements based on 
evaluation results. FREE! 

• Rebate of $1 per watt of 
estimated savings (up 
to $1,000 maximum) for 
improvements you choose to 
make. 

• Freedom to choose any 
or none of the suggested 

Please call us today for more 
details or visit us online: 

800-780-6486 
www.choctawelectric.coop

Routinely replace or clean your 
air filters and lower your AC’s ener-
gy consumption by 5-15 percent.

Check your AC’s evaporator 
coil every year and clean 
it as necessary.

If your coil fins are bent, use a 
“fin comb” to straighten them.

If you have a split system, 
be sure to clean debris 
and leaves from the fan, 
compressor and condenser. 

 Occasionally pass a stiff 
wire through your unit’s drain 
channels to prevent clogs.

For window air conditioners, 
inspect the window seals to 
keep cool air from escaping.

If you aren’t confident in 
performing maintenance 
chores, hire a professional. 

MAINTAINING YOUR 
AIR CONDITIONER

A little routine 
maintenance 
can improve 
your comfort 
and increase 
the efficiency 
and life of your 
air conditioner. 

WHEN SUMMER ARRIVES:
Don’t turn the thermostat down too low

■ ENERGY SAVERS

Your house has been 
closed up all day with the 
thermostat set to a moderate 
temperature while everyone 

was away. Will your warm home cool 
off quicker if  you turn the thermostat 
down to 50 degrees for a while?

The answer may surprise you: It’s “no.”

Lowering the thermostat beyond the 
temperature you want for your house will 
force your air conditioner to run longer, 
not faster. And that means you could pay 
more money for a house that’s too chilly.

Instead, set the device to the desired 
temperature, and give it a chance 
to cool your home off slowly.

Here are a few other smart-
money, summer-cooling tips:

• Install a programmable thermostat, 
which lets you set the thermostat 
higher for hours when the house is 
empty, but lower during your at-
home hours. Program it to crank 
back on about an hour before 
you’re due home, and your place 
will feel comfortable by the time 
you walk through the door.

• Set the thermostat at 78 degrees. 
You’ll save about 15 percent on your 
cooling bill over a 72-degree setting, 
while remaining comfortable. 

• Move lamps, TVs and appliances 
away from the thermostat. The 
heat they produce can trick your air 
conditioning system into “thinking” 
the air is warmer than it really is, and 
it will keep running even when the 
rest of  the house is cool enough. 

• Open shades and blinds on cloudy 
days, but close them when the sun 
is shining. That will keep the sun 
from overheating your house and 
forcing your a/c to work overtime.

• Check the seal around your room 
air conditioners for air leaks. If  
they don’t’ fit snugly enough into 
window frames, they can let hot 
air into the house—undoing the 
cooling benefits of  the unit.

CEC offers low interest loans on 
energy efficient window ACs and 
other appliances. If your current unit 
is very old, it could save you money 
to install a more efficient model. For 
details, please call 800-780-6486 or 
visit www.choctawelectric.coop.
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Many Ways to Pay
Choose the most convenient method for you!

• Pay online using SmartHub at 
www.choctawelectric.coop.

• Pay via smart phone, iPad or tablet 
using our SmartHub mobile app. 
Download the free app at www.
choctawelectric.coop.

• Pay by phone 24 hours a day 
using a major credit card at 
800-780-6496..

• Pay in person or use CEC’s drive-
through drop box, available 24/7.

Or use our Paysite kiosk at one of the following locations:

• Save A Lot Grocery, Hugo. 
         OPEN SUNDAY, 9 AM - 8 PM. 
         MON.-SAT. 7:30 AM - 9 PM
• Country Market, Clayton. 
        OPEN 6 AM -1O PM, 7 DAYS/ WK.

• Choctaw Travel Plazas at Atoka, 
Antlers, Broken Bow, and Idabel. 
OPEN 24 HRS.

• CJ’s Corner Store, Smithville 
OPEN MON.- FRI. 6 AM-7 PM; 
SAT. 6:30 AM-7 PM; SUN. 9 AM-
5:00 PM

 swap shop
CEC Swap Shop ads reach13,062 homes and businesses. 
Swap Shops ads are free for CEC members. Please submit 
your classified ad online at classifieds@choctawelectric.
coop or email your ad to: jboling@choctawelectric.coop.
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Beer Batter Fried Fish
INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

In a medium bowl, stir together flour, baking powder, baking soda, 
and cornstarch.

In a large bowl, beat together eggs and milk. Mix in beer. Stir in flour 
mixture. Season with salt, black pepper, and garlic powder.

In an electric deep fryer or a heavy saucepan, heat oil to 375°F.
Coat fish in batter, and submerge in hot oil. Fry until golden brown, 
about 4 to 5 minutes. Serve.

Source: allrecipes.com

3 eggs 
3/4 cup beer 
1 1/2 cups milk 
4 cups pastry flour 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

2 tablespoons cornstarch
salt and pepper to taste
1/8 teaspoon garlic powder
1 1/2 pounds fish
 2 quarts vegetable oil for frying

Use Smarthub to report an outage and you'll never 
get a frustrating busy signal!  Two ways to access 
Smarthub:

1. Download the app from the App Store or at www.
smarthubapp.com. You will be asked to register 
by providing an email address, password, and CEC 
account number. Once registered, use Smarthub 
to report an outage via smartphone, tablet or 
computer.

2. Visit www.choctawelectric.coop and click “Report 
An Outage” at the upper right of the homepage.

REPORT
OUTAGES 
FAST!


