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U warm welcame te all taday!

T SERVING IN WORSHIP T
May this time of worship strengthen your Organist: Christy Shinn
faith and desire to serve o
the Creator who loves us with everlasting Choir Director: Kelly Crawford
love in Christ Jesus. Reader: Pam Brown
Children are welcome in this worship ser-

vice, and encouraged to participate in any

way they are able to. Teach the children sit- Greeting You Today
ting around you how to use their 7 N~ .
bulletins, and sing & speak loudly! Welcome™ ~ Larry & Shirley Bock

We value the noise made by our children!
We have a nursery available in our education

building with a video feed of our service.
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sign our Guest Register and feel free to fill
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Please came again!!
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We Keep in Prayer

Please keep in your prayers those who are in need of healing and our shut-ins and home-
bound members. May God’s grace surround them with comfort and care.

Mary Lou Abernathy, Pat Abernathy, LaDonia Beggs, June Borgfield, Larry Brockmire, Al-

ice Koeppel, Robert Loos, Junior Peetz, Marvin Peetz, Helen Poston, Alice Quigley, Cathy
Sievers, Cindy Smith

Pastor: Celt 715-294-0157 ~ Email pastotjoshuarau@gmail.com

Office: 573-243-3323 ~ Emall: office@euccjackson.otg
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9am-3pm

Website: www.cuccjackson.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/euccjackson ~ Instagram: @ecuccjackson




ORDER FOR WORSHIP

*Indicates congregation please stand if able
Congregational responses are printed in BOLD type

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

RINGING OF THE BELL ~ WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
All Hymns are in the Advent and Christmas Hymns booklet found in the pews.

PRELUDE
*TRINITY CHIMES (at the sound of the chimes, please stand)

*INTROIT “Awake, Awake” #19 verse 1

*CALL To WORSHIP

The night is far spent; the day is drawing near.

We wait in hope for Christ’s coming.

Stay awake, for God’s promises are at hand.

We prepare our hearts to welcome the Savior.
Come, people of God, the time of salvation is near.
We worship the God of hope and light.

*(GATHERING HYMN <O Come, O Come Emmanuel” #14
*(GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray,

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Awaken us to the dawning of your reign.
Clothe us with the armor of light and keep us watchful in hope until the day we see
your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Hoffman Family



*TIME OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit we are called into the
season of Advent to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight the paths, and to open
our hearts to God’s coming. But we confess that we have wandered in the shadows of
sin and fear. Let us return to the Lord, who is full of compassion and mercy.

Silence for reflection.

Merciful God,

we confess that we are not awake as we should be. We grow weary in waiting and

distracted by many things. We have let hope slip away, we have closed our hearts

to peace, we have failed to share joy, and we have withheld love. Forgive us, Lord.
Shine your light into our darkness, and turn us again toward you, that we may be
ready to welcome Christ when he comes. Amen.

Hear the good news: The dawn from on high breaks upon us. In Christ, God has looked
with favor upon you. Your sins are forgiven, your hope is restored, and your life is made
new in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
*(GLORIA PATRI

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
MESSAGE IN MUSIC “Is There Room?”
FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God es-
tablishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

! The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2Now it shall come to pass in the latter days
That the mountain of the Lord’s house

Shall be established on the top of the mountains,
And shall be exalted above the hills;

And all nations shall flow to it.



3 Many people shall come and say,

“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
To the house of the God of Jacob;

He will teach us His ways,

And we shall walk in His paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth the law,

And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 He shall judge between the nations,

And rebuke many people;

They shall beat their swords into plowshares,
And their spears into pruning hooks;

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
Neither shall they learn war anymore.

>0 house of Jacob, come and let us walk
In the light of the Lord.

SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light
of Christ’s coming in the future.

" And do this, knowing the time, that now it is hlgh tlme to awake out of sleep; for now
our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. ' The night is far spent, the day is at
hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of

light. * Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewd-
ness and lust, not in strife and envy. ' But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pro-
vision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

*GOSPEL READING Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be
aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

38<Byut of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father
only 37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. *® For
as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, * and did not know untll the flood came
and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. * Then

two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. *' Two women will

be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.

2 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. ** But know this,
that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have



watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. * Therefore you also be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Keep Awake; Hope in the Growing Light”
*SERMON HYMN “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” #12
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forev-
er. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
God'’s gifts move us to respond with grateful words and actions.
OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY #780

*(OFFERTORY PRAYER

SENDING



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*SENDING HYMN “Christ Is Coming! Lift Up Your Eyes!” #27
*BLESSING

* CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION “Awake, Awake” #19 verse 4
*POSTLUDE
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Light Has Come

Come join us as we move from darkness to light—
reflecting on hope, peace, joy, and love as Christ
draws near.




THI S WEEK Please be advised that our services are

livestreamed to YouTube and Facebook. Your
participation in the service serves as your con-

Today sent to the broadcast of your image and voice
. and to the broadcast of the image and voice
First Sunday of Advent / )

of your participating minor children.
6:00 pm-Advent Sing at Emanuel

Music and other worship elements used with

Wed., December 3 permission:

] ] *One License #A-732170 and CCLI License
Meditations from Emanuel on #3250129, 20328488
Facebook and YouTube *New King James Version. Copyright ©

. 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permis-
6:00 pm-ChOIT sion. All rights reserved.
6:30 pm-Mid-Week Advent Worship in
the Chapel

Thurs., December 4

6:00-8:00 pm-Live Nativity

Sat., December 6

10:00 am-2:00 pm-Holiday Market

5:30 pm-Ignite Worship
Sun., December 7

9:00 am-Faith and Fellowship
10:10 am-Traditional Worship

Church Offering Envelopes for 2026 AT EMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

November 30, 2025
6:00 pm
304 E. Adams, Jackson, MO

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRES

I Now Available
|

| Church offering envelopes for 2026 may be
| picked up in the vestibule.

FOLLOWING THE ADVENT




