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Pastor’s Report 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than 
all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for-
ever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20–21) 

Dear Emanuel Church Family, 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As we reflect on another year of ministry together, my heart is filled with deep gratitude. It is truly 
a blessing to serve as your pastor and to walk alongside you in worship, prayer, service, and com-
munity. I give thanks for every moment we have shared — the joys we have celebrated, the chal-
lenges we have faced, and the countless ways God has shown faithfulness in and through this con-
gregation. 

Scripture reminds us, “Let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest 
time, if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9). This year, I have seen that faithfulness lived out in so 
many ways; in the dedication of our amazing staff, the commitment of our leaders and volunteers, 
the generosity of our congregation, and the spirit of welcome that continues to define Emanuel. 
You embody what it means to be the church, not simply in what we do, but in how we love. 

Our worship life continues to be a beautiful expression of who we are — grounded in tradition, en-
ergized by creativity, and centered in Christ. Whether gathered in the sanctuary, the Ignite space, or 
online, we have lifted our voices in praise, brought our prayers before God, and encountered the 
grace that renews and strengthens us week after week. I am grateful for our musicians, worship 
leaders, tech teams, and all who make these moments of holy connection possible. 

I am also thankful for the gifted staff we have here at Emanuel. Christy, Kelly, Debra and Alyssa, 
all serve with integrity, compassion, and faith. Their dedication behind the scenes and in visible 
ministry is a true blessing to our church and to me personally. Ministry is never done alone, and I 
am grateful for this team who shares in the calling to care for God’s people. 

As we look ahead, we do so with hope and confidence in God’s promises. “For I know the plans I 
have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). The future of Emanuel is bright, not because of our own strength, but be-
cause God continues to lead, guide, and sustain us. 

My prayer is that we will continue to be a place of light in our community, a place where love is 
practiced boldly, and where grace is lived and shared freely. May we keep listening for where God 
is calling us next, trusting that the Spirit is already at work preparing the way. 

Thank you for the privilege of serving you. Thank you for your faith, your generosity, your prayers, 
and your commitment to Christ and to one another. It is truly a joy to be your pastor. 

May the peace of Christ dwell richly among us, and may God continue to bless Emanuel in the year 
ahead. 

With gratitude and hope, 

 

 

 

 
Pastor, Emanuel UCC 

 



 

4 

Emanuel Year in Review 

Worship Life 

We have engaged in meaningful, God filled worship. We have been enriched by members of the 
church—reading scripture and trying new ways to enrich the worship services. We continue to have 
wonderful music with our choir and other musicians. Worship is the central part of who we are and 
together we continue to grow in our faith.  

We continued our mid-week Advent worship and Christmas Day worship along with our mid-week 
Lent worship with a meal, and added a Good Friday and SONrise Easter Worship. We began Ignite 
Worship Experience at the end of August and that has been enriched with the addition of a praise 
team.  

We updated some of our audio/video for worship and mainstreamed on one platform which has en-
riched things so much. My thanks to Matt Roethemeyer who was instrumental in this process.  

Educational Life 

We have been blessed with a great Christian Board of Education who is always looking at ways to 
enrich the life of our congregation. They plan and organize many activities and have been a vital 
part of the ministry of Emanuel.  

We continue to have Bible Study several times per school year, and this has been a great ministry 
here. We engage with one another, learn more about God’s word and gather for great fellowship.  

Our Sunday School teachers have been working hard to continue to bring bible-based education to 
both the young and older members of the church. Although greater attendance would be wonderful, 
they are steadfast in teaching those that attend.  

Ministries of Emanuel 

Our Women’s Fellowship is always hard at work doing so many things. From all the assistance for 
funeral dinners and other activities after church, to working for other groups these ladies have come 
together to show their faith. We are grateful for Bethany Circle as well. What a valuable group of 
ladies.  

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry was very active as we gave out many shawls and sent lots of prayer for-
ward. Thanks to all that have made Prayer Shawls—it is a blessing! 

The Music Ministry of this church is outstanding, my gratitude to our talented music staff. Christy 
and Kelly truly enrich the traditional worship life and bring the gift of music to all present.  Chris 
and Keira have made our Ignite Contemporary Experience a truly touching service.  

Pastoral Care 

Pastor Josh has the privilege of doing pastoral care. He has over this year been able to visit with our 
shut ins and those needing visits to our area hospitals. He has been with families as they say good-
bye to loved ones. He presided over funerals and baptisms and has connected with several members 
that seek spiritual care and guidance on a regular basis.  

We have received new members into the church and there are a few more looking to join in the fu-
ture. Holy Communion has been given to those unable to attend our worship. Pastor Josh will con-
tinue to reach out to our members and is always looking at some ways to try and connect with oth-
ers on our membership list that don’t regularly attend worship or at church events.  

Continued on next page 
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Pastor Emeritus Report 

Someone asked me—”What is a Pastor Emeritus?” A Pastor Emeritus is an honorary title for a retired pas-
tor recognizing their long, faithful service. This title comes from the Latin “one who has earned discharge 
by service.” This means they have completed their active term but remain honored and sometimes in-
volved in advisory or limited ministry roles without full authority.  
 
I am grateful to have been a spiritual leader at Emanuel from 1988-2013 and now am very honored to 
serve Emanuel in ways that are helpful to our full-time pastor, Pastor Joshua Rau. I am very glad that I can 
support his ministry among us. Paul wrote “Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in 
the Lord’s work. They work hard among you and give you spiritual guidance.  I am very honored to be Pas-
tor Emeritus and to work alongside each of you and our pastor in sharing the Good News of God’s love and 
sharing in the ministry of the church helping those less fortunate. This year I was blessed by all of you cele-
brating my 50 years in ministry. 
 
I continue to keep Emanuel and Pastor Joshua in my prayers as we continue to serve God in Christ empow-
ered by god’s spirit. 
 
Rev. Sam Roethemeyer 
Pastor Emeritus of Emanuel United Church of Christ 

Continued from page 5 

The Church 

Our church building continues to be a place of worship, spiritual care, excitement and connection. 
We have used our Chapel for more intimate worship experiences. We have redesigned the confer-
ence room and it is used for our many groups to meet in. Our Ignite Contemporary worship space in 
the Fellowship Hall continues to develop and has been a great way to connect. May groups contin-
ue to use Emanuel for teaching and meeting.   

Greater Ministry  

Pastor Josh continues making connections within both our local community and the greater area. 
He is a member of the Jackson Ministerial Alliance, North Cape Ministerial Alliance, and serving 
as the Disaster Ministries Coordinator of the Missouri Mid-South Conference of the UCC.  

Everyday Pastor Josh is out in the community he has the privilege of talking about the ministries of 
Emanuel and continues to welcome all to our church. He is a member of The Optimist Club of 
Jackson. 
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Church Council 2025 
Jimmy McCormack, President (2027) 
 573-275-2128 
 jimmymack440@hotmail.com 

Katie Beardslee, Vice President (2027)  
 573-576-5576 
 kloos1@live.maryville.edu 

Pat Holley, Treasurer (2025*) 
 573-579-3394 
 plholley@mail.com 

Geoff Shinn, Secretary (2026) 
 573-979-4428 
 geoff.shinn@gmail.com 

Christy Bock, Financial Secretary (2025*) 
 573-270-2994 
 mrsmbock03@gmail.com 

Kelly Crawford, Worship Coord. (2027*) 
 573-450-1257 
 crawfordcandle@yahoo.com 

Layton Beggs, Head Usher (2026*) 
 573-986-8999 

Matt Zschille, Lay Services (2026*) 
 573-352-0312 
 zschille@gmail.com 

Matt Roethemeyer, Custodian (2025*) 
 573-576-8997 
 mroethemeyer@jackson.k12.mo.us 
 

*1st term, can re-run (Last year of term) 

Pastoral Relations Committee 
Chris Crawford 

Roxie Davis 
Morgan Hoffman 
Debra Hoffmann 
Louise St. John 

Stewardship Committee 
Louise St. John—President 

Rick Brown—Vice President 

Alyssa Rau—Secretary 

Dorothy Rowley—Treasurer 

Larry Bock 

Cathy Sievers 

Chris Crawford 

Marilee Roethemeyer 

Christian Board of Education 
President—Morgan Hoffman  
Vice President—Amber McCormack 
Secretary—Erica Cooper 
Treasurer—Marcie Brown 
Librarian—Karrie Zschille 
Event Coordinator—Heather Beggs 
Council Liaison—Katie Beardslee 

Audit Committee 
Jordan Brown 

Earlene Sokolowski 

Christy Bock, Council Liaison 

Women’s Fellowship 
President– Catheryn Hartle 

Vice President– Kelly Crawford 

Secretary– Erica Cooper 

Treasurer– Earlene Sokolowski 

Bethany Circle 
President—Debra Hoffmann 

Vice President—Susan Brown 

Secretary—Cathy Sievers 

Treasurer—Dorothy Rowley 

Pastor Joshua W. Rau is an ex-officio member 

of all committees. 
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Church Council President Letter 

James McCormack 

First, thank you all for the privilege to serve you as church council president. We have a great congrega-
tion and fantastic dedicated people on the church council.  
 
It has been amazing to see members step up to the challenge to make sure that our traditions have been 
upheld while working with new ideas to improve our church.  We have made some adjustments to how 
things were done and dealt with some repairs, but I can’t think of any better people to be working with 
than our church council and church members.   
 
The council worked hard to trim our budget, but I want to remind everyone how important it is to support 
our church financially.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped me out this past year.  I want to especially thank Pastor Josh for 
everything he has done.  I want to thank all of the office staff for making sure everything that needed to 
get done, got done.  
 
 I look forward to the future of Emanuel and I am proud to be your church council president.  Please let 
me know if you see or know of anything that needs my attention.  Thank you all for everything you do to 
make our church a place where we can all come to worship and praise God. 
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Congregational Meeting Minutes—February 23, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 11:20. Pastor Josh opened with a prayer. 
 
Minutes from 2024 meeting. There were no questions on the minutes. A motion to approve was given by 
Shirley McCormack. Seconded by Melanie Lutes. Motion passed. 
 
The Financial Report was given by Pat Holley. She reported on the fund balances, budget vs. actual num-
bers and the audit report came back clean. 
 
There were no questions about the Annual Report. 
 
The Delegate Report was given by Alyssa Rau. The Resolution was not passed and the Conference must fol-
low their own bylaws. 
 
Buildings and Grounds  
1. The organ repair was being put on the schedule within the next month. 
2. Clothing Closet clean up day is March 1. 
 
Rental Property -  The renter intends to renew the lease. 
 
Approval of new office printer/copier for $9875. The money would come from unrestricted memorial funds 
and Dime a Day. Rick Brown made a motion for the approval of the purchase of the new office printer/
copier. Larry Bock seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Bylaws Revision - Addition of the word “Staff” to Pastoral and Staff Relations Committee. Motion to add the 
word “Staff” to the bylaws was made by Katie Beardslee. Cathy Sievers seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Cathy Sievers retired from being Office Assistant. The position was announced as being open and Council 
was accepting applications until March 9. Cathy was presented flowers and a card and thanked for her ser-
vice. 
 
Business from the floor - none 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:34 with motion by Dennis McCormack, seconded by  Andrew Scholl with the 
Lord’s prayer led by Jimmy. 
 
Submitted by: Geoff Shinn, Church Council Secretary   

Congregational Meetings 2025 



 

9 

Special Congregational Meeting Minutes—June 1, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 11:15 by Jimmy McCormack. Jimmy opened with a prayer. 

The Clothing Closet/rental house roof is leaking. An estimate from Hunter Roofing, who has done other 
roofing projects for the church including the parsonage and the sanctuary, was submitted to replace the 
roof for $8,031.07. His advice was to replace the roof now or you could repair now and replace in 2 years. 
Council recommends to replace the roof now. Emma Jean Brockmire asked if there was any insurance 
claim that might help with the cost. It was explained that the roof is very old and there would not be any 
insurance claim available. Emma Jean moved to replace the roof. Cathy Sievers seconded. Motion passed. 

A financial  status of the church was given by Pat Holley. She opened by saying our church is a special 
place, but we have lost many members. She presented a summary of contributions versus dedicated 
funds since 2019. She asked the congregation for ideas on what we can do to grow the church with peo-
ple and contributions. She also encouraged the congregation to complete the survey by June 13, so the 
Council could discuss the results at their next meeting. Jimmy emphasized that the Council is looking for 
ideas to increase membership and attendance. 

There were no questions from the floor. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:27 with motion by Cassi Holcomb, seconded by Christy Bock. Motion passed 
with the Lord’s Prayer led by Jimmy. 

Submitted by: Geoff Shinn, Church Council Secretary    
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Congregational Meeting Minutes—October 26, 2025 

October Congregational Meeting 10/26/25 
Council President, Jimmy McCormack called the meeting to order at 11:11. 
Pastor Josh led the congregation in prayer. 
 
Jimmy asked for nominations from the floor for Church Council.  There were none. Motion to accept by 
acclimation made by Larry Bock. Seconded by Shirley McCormack. Motion passed. 
Church Council Elections (3 positions to be filled) 

Council Nominees 
Matt Roethemeyer - 2nd term 
Pat Holley - 2nd term 
Ann Fields 

Jimmy asked for nominations from the floor for CBE. There were none. Motion to accept by acclimation 
made by Cathy Sievers. Seconded by Morgan Hoffman. 

CBE Nominees 
Morgan Hoffman 
Amber McCormack 
Lydia Shinn 

Jimmy asked for nominations from the floor because we can have two delegates. There were none. Motion 
to accept by acclimation made by Matt Roethemeyer. Seconded by Shirley Bock. Motion passed. 
Conference Delegate 

Alyssa Rau 

Budget/financial - Pat Holley expressed hope of growth of the church to help maintain the budget. Pat ex-
plained that the UCC changed guidelines for pastoral compensation to include housing as a component of 
compensation. She also mentioned that the Council and the budget committee had helped trim as much as 
possible from the budget and volunteers would be needed to complete tasks that had previously been out-
sourced. She also mentioned that we would use offering envelopes as requested by each household. Please 
let the office know if you prefer 12 (monthly) or 52 (weekly) envelopes. Larry Bock motioned to approve 
the budget. Matt Roethemeyer seconded. Motion passed. 

Buildings & Grounds - Matt Roethemeyer stated we had replaced the roofs on the parsonage and rent 
house in the past year. Minor repairs and maintenance on the A/C units. The boiler will be turned on in the 
next few weeks. There were no questions. 
There was no business from the floor. 
Motion to adjourn made by Dennis McCormack. Seconded by Matt Roethemeyer. Motion passed. The 
meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 11:25 led by Jimmy McCormack 
 
Submitted by Geoff Shinn, Church Council Secretary 
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DESIGNATED FUND BALANCES AS OF 12/31/2025 

         

GENERAL FUND        

 Restricted Funds (designated for specific purpose by donor):   

 Youth Fellowship   $223.42      

 Youth Ministry  $165.87      

 Prayer Shawl Ministry $372.50      

 Children's Praise Packs $395.93      

 Christian Education Fund $420.00      

 FH Kitchen Improvements Fund $950.00      

 Church Repairs & Maintenance $9,080.95      

 Dime-A-Day Fund  $1,514.89      

 Borgfield Sidewalk Repair Fund $6,219.20      

 Music Fund  $1,789.51      

 Clothing Closet  $239.73      

 Margaret Puchbauer Scholarship $0.00      

 Technology Fund  $725.00      

 Men's Fellowship  $4,667.04      

 Organ Repair Fund  $329.00      

 Total Restricted Funds     $27,093.04      

         

 UC Funds   $28,563.54      

 Total  Designated Funds $55,656.58      

         

MEMORIAL Fund        

 Temporarily Restricted Funds      

 Gary Pender  $60.00      

 John Ruester  $105.03      

 Patsy Voshage  $29,725.3      

 Duane Pensel  $85.00      

 Val Tuschhoff  $662.57      

 Marilyn Whitmore  $170.00      

 Kies Family  $200.00      

 Esther Roberts  $45.00      

 Mary Sue Ritter Nieman $490.00      

 Betty Hoffmeister  $1,448.70      

 Total Restricted Funds $32,991.60      

         

 Unrestricted Funds         

 General Memorial Fund $2,775.36      

 Total  Designated Funds $35,766.96      

SEABAUGH FUND        

 Restricted Funds       

 Remaining Principal from Gift $135,878.34      

 Total Restricted Funds $135,878.34      

         

 Unrestricted Funds         

 Seabaugh Fund Checking $19,381.88      

         

 Total  Designated Funds $155,260.22      
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2025 Budget Report Continues on next page 
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Audit Report 2025 

2025 Audit Report Continued on Next Page 
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Need signatures of the Audit Committee. 
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Pastoral Staff Relations Committee—Year in Review 

 
Over the past year, Pastor Josh and our church staff have continued to serve with faithfulness, care, and a 

genuine love for our congregation. As a committee, we have appreciated the open communication and mu-

tual trust we share with them, which has allowed for honest conversations, encouragement, and support 

throughout the year.  We are grateful for the spirit of collaboration between Pastor Josh, our staff, and the 

committee members, and we give thanks for the positive impact this shared leadership has had on the life 

of our church.  

We would like to thank Debra Hoffmann for her years of service on this committee. We would also like to 

welcome Pam Brown, who will be joining us next year.  

 
 
In grace and peace, 
 
Committee Members:  Chris Crawford, Roxie Davis, Debra Hoffmann, Morgan Hoffman, and Louise St. John 
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Church Attendance Records 

Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Average 

Sunday 

131 132 116 112 109 ** 71 75 74 72 65 

**2020  Average attendance for January 2020-March 15, 2020 was 108. Because of the 
pandemic, worship was cancelled or held outdoors for the next several months. In
-sanctuary worship resumed October 11 through December 2020 with an average 
attendance of 55. No attendance records available for outdoor worship. 

Stewardship Committee Annual Report 2025 

 
The stewardship committee meets monthly. Our goal is to promote giving of time, talent, money, etc to 
take care of God’s gifts. 
 
In 2025, we had an auction of items donated by businesses and congregation. Bailey Beggs served as our 
auctioneer and made it a fun time. It was a way to have fellowship and make money for the church. 
 
We encourage everyone to donate to Food pantry to help our neighbors in need. This is a very success-
ful mission of our church. 
 
We bought cards and flowers to take to the mothers at the women’s shelter for Mothers Day. 
 
We worked with CBE for events in June, July and August. 
 
We sent cards to those members of our church who are inactive just to let them know we miss them 
and we care about them. Our committee purchased the stickers with church logo on it. We sold T shirts 
for the church members to purchase.  
 
Pastor Sam had his 50 year anniversary of ordination. Our committee helped as needed. 
 
We place an article in the monthly newsletter entitled “Stewardship Corner”. There are suggestions on 
how to be a good steward which includes smiling, waving at your neighbor, help an older person, sing in 
the choir, make quilts or shawls for Prayer Shawl Mission, work at Clothes Closet, etc. The list is endless. 
It is a pleasure for all of us to serve on this committee.  
 
The Stewardship Committee 
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Women's Fellowship Annual Report 2025 
Meetings were held quarterly on February 9th, May 10th, August 10th, and November 9th. 

Officers for 2025: 

•President: Catheryn Hartle 

•Vice President: Kelly Crawford 

•Secretaries: Erica Cooper  

•Treasurer: Earlene Sokolowski 

The Women's Fellowship participated in or helped sponsor the following activities: 

•World Day of Prayer 

•Lenten meals prior to services 

•Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt 

•Themed Basket (Be Still and Know) & baked goods for Stewardship Auction 

•Mother/Daughter Luncheon 

•Sponsored our 1st Blood Drive  

•Sanctuary Flowers 

•Greeters 

•Jackson Food Pantry 

•Vacation Bible School 

•Trunk-or-Treat 

•Sausage Supper 

•Marching Band treat bags 

•Live Nativity Scene food contributions 

•Fundraising efforts included: Butterbraid sales & the Holiday Market event 

•Partners In Faith (West Lane, JR2) 

•“Adopted” 3 children for JR-2 Hope 4 Christmas program 

•Assisted the Shinn family with prep for a business event  

•Clothing Closet  

**See treasurer’s report for all financial information including expenditures, fundraising, & dona-
tions made. 

Activities of the Year 

Year-Round 
Women's Fellowship provided bereavement meals to grieving families and supported the 
church's Clothing Closet ministry. 

Many events happen around our church in the last quarter of the year 

• Annual Fall Festival where fun was had by all ages 
• Sausage Supper - another successful supper was had bringing our church family and com-

munity together in fellowship and fun. 
• Holiday Market Pop-Up Shop  
• Hosting the Live Nativity to highlight the true reason for the season  
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Special Projects 

Partners in Education – West Lane Elementary 

• As the school year began in August we gifted inspirational notes with a hand sanitizer. 

• Mid semester we provided donuts and other sweet treats for their staff. 

• In December we provided a flavored water bar for them to finish off the first semester of 
school.  

Outreach Initiatives 

• Participated in the Jackson R-2 School District Hope 4 Christmas event. 

• Supported Operation Christmas Child and Church Women United. 

• Hosted and served luncheons for the Jackson Noon Optimist Club on fifth Wednesdays as 
a fundraiser. 

•A Warm Invitation 
All women of Emanuel are members of Women's Fellowship. We warmly encourage you to attend 
our meetings and join in our activities as we continue to serve God and our community together. 
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Women's Fellowship Treasurer Report 2025 

Beginning Balance January 1, 2025   $              9,079.65  

Receipts   

UMSL Choir donation  $               48.00   

Bonnie Ehlers Memorial  $             150.00   

Mother's Day Brunch  $         1,279.00   

Noon Optimist Lunches  $             441.00   

Associated Grocer Labels  $               60.00   

Betty Hoffmeister Beareavement  $             250.00   

Noon Optimist  $             230.00   

Butter Braids  $         1,136.00   

Pop Up Shop  $             830.00   

Gerald Shinn open house help  $             200.00   

Total Receipts   $              4,624.00  

Total Funds Available   $            13,703.65  

   

Disbursements   

Catheryn Hartle--UMSL Band  $             165.77   

R2 Partnership Expense  $             117.00   

Blanket Sunday  $               50.00   

Church Women United  $               25.00   

Wendel Memorial  $               20.00   

ECH  $             200.00   

Emmaus Home  $             200.00   

UP  $             200.00   

OCWM  $             200.00   

Eden Seminary  $             200.00   

Jackson Food Pantry  $             300.00   

Safe House  $             150.00   

Amen Center  $             200.00   

Teen Challenge  $             150.00   

Camp MoVal  $             200.00   

Salvation Army  $             150.00   

Jackson R-2 Foundation  $             600.00   

Children's Worship Bulletins  $             111.86   

Catheryn Hartle--Optimist Lunches  $             140.78   

Mother's Day Expenses  $         1,146.29   

Catheryn Hartle--Abernathy Bereavement  $             142.87   

Memorial Fund-Ehlers, Roberts, Hoffmeister  $               60.00   

Show Me Dough  $             681.60   

Postage for Christmas Shoe Boxes  $               50.00   

Ann Fields--Shut-In Gifts  $             234.23   

Catheryn Hartle--Band Bags  $             159.41   

Jackson R-2  $             223.38   

Total Disbursements   $              6,078.19  

Ending Balance-December 31, 2025   $              7,625.46  
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Bethany Circle Annual Report 2025 

Bethany Circle met the first Thursday of each month. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had another busy year in 2025. We had 11 active members. There were 10 regular monthly meetings, 
one storm cancellation, and one outing to a Municipal Band Concert in the Jackson City Park. 

Members helped serve various meals during the year, including funeral dinners, mid-week Lenten service 
meals and Jackson Noon Optimist Club 5th Wednesday meals. 

Other activities were: Operation Christmas Child-Shoe Box, Christmas Gifts for Jackson R-2 Adopt-a-Family 
program, Church Women United Women programs, and donations made to various charities at the end of 
the year. Throughout the year, we also remembered our shut-ins with cards and a Christmas gift.  

Respectfully submitted 

Cathy Sievers, Secretary 

Financial Report for Bethany Circle 

January 1, 2025 Balance Forward     $680.71 

Income 

Regular Offerings & Birthday Offerings  $633.00     

Donations 75.00   

Other Income 16.62   

Total Income   $724.62   

Total Funds Available   $1,405.33 

Expenses 

Amen Center donation $100.00   

Foster Adopt Connect donation 100.00   

Jackson R-2 Backpacks 100.00   

EUCC Blanket Sunday donation 25.00   

EUCC Memorial Fund —Esther Roberts 25.00   

    

EUCC Women’s Prison Kits donation 90.00   

Operation Christmas Child—postage 40.00   

Adopt-a-Child Christmas Gifts—Debra 
H. 144.18 

 
 

Total Expenses   $624.18   

December 31, 2025 Ending Balance     $781.15 
Dorothy Rowley, Treasurer 

Officers 2025 2026 

Debra Hoffmann Debra Hoffmann President 

Susan Brown Joy Kessler Vice-President 

Cathy Sievers  Lisa Dambach Secretary 

Dorothy Rowley Dorothy Rowley Treasurer 



 

23 

Clothing Closet Ministry 2025 

The Clothing Closet was scheduled to be open the second Saturday of each month in from 9-11 am. How-
ever, we were closed during January because of inclement weather and also during February and March 
because of remodeling work being done. The remodeling project included:  

• Painting—Thanks to the confirmands for helping with this project. 
• New Blinds were installed. 
• New shelving and hanging racks were installed. 
• Deep cleaning was completed. 

 
We served 77 people in 2025 according to our sign-in sheet. In case of an emergency need, people could 
call the church office for assistance. 
 
We appreciate all of our volunteers who organize the clothing and help in various other ways as well as 
those who work on Saturday when the Clothing Closet is open. Additional volunteers were always wel-
comed and appreciated! 
 
Submitted by Ann Fields 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

At least 39 prayer shawls have been docu-
mented as sent out during 2025. This is 22 
more than in 2024. 

As we report this, it would be a time for us 
again to thank God for the recoveries and 
comfort that has been given and to pray for 
those who are still struggling or in pain or 
mourning. Our prayers are one way we can 
support those we love and care for either near 
or far. 

Thank you to those who have contributed 
prayer shawls, supplies or financial support to 
this project in 2025. We had a variety of prayer 
shawls that were knitted, crocheted or quilted.  

We received many thank you acknowledge-
ments from the recipients and their families. 

Any questions contact  see Marilee or Alyssa. 

Choir News 
Thank you to all of our choir members for 
enriching our worship each Sunday. Your 
dedication and commitment are deeply ap-
preciated. 

In 2025, special highlights included singing at 
the Live Nativity at Emanuel and hosting the 
annual Advent Sing for churches throughout 
the area.  

We look forward to many more years of 
meaningful music and worship at Emanuel 
United Church of Christ. 

 

Kelly Crawford, Choir Director 
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Christian Board of Education 
Annual Report 2025 

The Christian Board of Education was excited to be part of God’s plan in 2025! Below, we share 
highlights from a year filled with opportunities to grow in faith, build connections, and participate in 
fun and fellowship. We look forward to another year of supporting our congregation, both young 
and young at heart. 

January 
The Christian Board of Education began the year by setting our goals and plans. Officers for 2025 
were: 

•Morgan Hoffman, President 

•Amber McCormack, Vice President 

•Erica Cooper, Secretary 

•Marcie Brown, Treasurer 

•Karrie Zschille, Librarian 

•Heather Beggs, Event Coordinator 

•Katie Beardslee, Council Liaison 

February 
Our youngest Sunday School class created Valentine cards, which were delivered to Every Child’s 
Hope children’s home in St. Louis. This annual tradition is a beautiful way to share God’s love dur-
ing the month of love. 

March 
Sunday School classes continued to meet regularly, with dedicated participants of all ages grow-
ing deeper in their faith. Camp Sunday was spread throughout the duration of 4 worship services 
during the Children’s Message. These were conducted by Katie Beardslee along with four mem-
bers of our church who have attended camp in prior years. 

April 
We celebrated Easter and our Risen Lord with the annual Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt on Satur-
day, April 19th. 

May 
Pastor Josh met with confirmands and their families to kick off a meaningful journey of faith and 
learning. 

June, July, and August 
CBE put together a summer series, which consisted of a movie night in June, a water day in July, 
and a back-to-school Sunday Funday event in August. We welcomed everyone within our commu-
nity and our church congregation to attend. 

October 
We worked together with the Joy Class to bring the Fall Festival Trunk or Treat to fruition. Alt-
hough it was a rainy, gloomy evening, we kept the festivities alive by bringing the fun indoors to 
our fellowship hall. 
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Emanuel UCC Margaret Puchbauer Scholarship 

This scholarship was begun in 2014 with a $10,000 dollar endowment, matched by Southeast Mis-
souri State University. Requirements include the recipient must have a 3.0 GPA, must be a full 
time student from (1) Emanuel UCC in Jackson, (2) any UCC Church in Cape Girardeau County 
or (3) any Jackson resident. Students must apply online at semo.academicworks.com.  

Lydia Shinn received the scholarship for the 2025-2026 Academic Year. Lydia is majoring 

in Elementary Education. 

December 
The holiday season brought cherished traditions, including our Live Nativity and Youth 
Christmas Program: 

• On Thursday, December 4th, the Live Nativity, hosted by our church and the Ministerial 
Alliance, welcomed many visitors. The event featured caroling, delicious treats, and a 
beautifully staged nativity scene. Special thanks to the Hale family for making this long-
standing tradition possible! 

• On Sunday, December 14th, gifts were brought and placed to Baby Jesus for Pastor 
Josh to bless them. The gifts were then delivered to UP. 

• On Sunday, December 21st, the youth sang songs and delivered special scripts during 
the Children’s Message. 

 
Attendance and Spending 

• Average Attendance per Sunday (all ages): 30* 

• Active Participants (0-17): 9* 

• Active Participants (18+): 18* 

• Average Offering per Sunday (all ages): $15* (*Estimated) 
 
Major Spending for 2025: 

• Sunday School curriculum materials 

• Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch supplies (e.g., eggs, candy, paper products) (many were 
donated) 

• Mother’s Day flowers (distributed during worship) 

• Sunday Funday 

We are truly blessed to reflect on all we accomplished in 2025. With God’s guidance, we hope 
2026 will be just as successful and fulfilling. 

With gratitude, 
Your Christian Board of Education 

OFFICERS FOR 2026: 
Morgan Hoffman, President 
Amber McCormack, Vice President 
Lydia Shinn, Secretary 
Marcie Brown, Treasurer 
Karrie Zschille, Librarian 
Heather Beggs, Event Coordinator 
Katie Beardslee, Council Liaison 
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Baptisms (1)   Officiant—Pastor Joshua Rau 

December 21, 2025 Hayden Ray Ellis Miller  Born:  June 2, 2025 
 Parents:  Adrian and Hannah Miller 
 Sponsors:  Katy St. John, Maggie St. John 
 

Confirmations (4)  Confirmed on May 4, 2025 by Pastor Joshua Rau 

 Lanie Brown  Daughter of Greg and Marcie Brown 

 Lincoln Roethemeyer  Son of Matthew and Diana Roethemeyer 

 Keagan Zschille  Son of Matthew and Karrie Zschille 

 Maklain Zschille  Son of Matthew and Karrie Zschille  

New Members (1)  

 Steven W. Parrish Joined June 29, 2025 

Transfers Away (3):   

 Jesse Dunavan Transfer to St. John United Church of Christ 
 St. Charles, Missouri 

 Tom and Marianne Sperling  Transfer to St. James United Church of Christ 
      Tilsit, Missouri 

Lives Celebrated (5)  

Date of Funeral/Services: Officiant:  Rev. Sam Roethemeyer 

January 21, 2025  Bonnie Ehlers    Birth: August 2, 1933 
    Death January 11, 2025 Burial: Gerald, MO 
    Officiants: Pastor Joshua Rau and Rev. Sam Roethemeyer 
February 3, 2025  Emilie Wendel   Birth: November 21, 1943 
    Death January 28, 2025  Burial: St. James UCC Cemetry 
    Officiants: Pastor Joshua Rau and Rev. Sam Roethemeyer 

May 16, 2025   Esther Roberts   Birth: February 2, 1963 
    Death April 25, 2025   Burial: St. James UCC Cemetery 
    Officiant: Rev. Sam Roethemeyer 
June 2, 2025   Kenneth Abernathy   Birth: February 8, 1936 
    Death: May 28, 2025    Burial: Russell Heights 
    Officiant: Rev. Sam Roethemeyer 
September 27, 2025  Betty Hoffmeister   Birth: March 2, 1929 
    Death: September 20, 2025  Burial: Russell Heights 
    Officiants: Pastor Joshua Rau 
 

Weddings (0)  

 



 

27 

Church Council 2026 
Jimmy McCormack, President (2027) 
 573-275-2128 
 jimmymack440@hotmail.com 

Katie Beardslee, Vice President (2027)  
 573-576-5576 
 kloos1@live.maryville.edu 

Pat Holley, Treasurer (2028) 
 573-579-3394 
 plholley@mail.com 

Geoff Shinn, Secretary (2026) 
 573-979-4428 
 geoff.shinn@gmail.com 

Kelly Crawford, Financial Secretary (2027) 
 573-450-1257 
 crawfordcandle@yahoo.com 

Ann Fields, Worship Coord. (2028) 
 573-270-6727 
 leabert_ann@prodigy.net 
Layton Beggs, Head Usher (2026) 
 573-986-8999 

Matt Zschille, Lay Services (2026) 
 573-352-0312 
 zschille@gmail.com 

Matt Roethemeyer, Custodian (2028) 
 573-576-8997 
 mroethemeyer@jackson.k12.mo.us 
 

(Last year of term) 

Pastor Staff Relations Committee 
Louise St. John—Chair 

Chris Crawford—Vice Chair 
Morgan Hoffman—Secretary 

Pam Brown 
Roxie Davis 

 

Stewardship Committee 
Louise St. John—Chair 

Rick Brown—Vice Chair 

Alyssa Rau—Secretary 

Clara Beggs 

Larry Bock 

Chris Crawford 

Marilee Roethemeyer 

Dorothy Rowley 

Cathy Sievers 

Kim Taylor 

Christian Board of Education 
President—Morgan Hoffman  
Vice President—Amber McCormack 
Secretary—Lydia Shinn 
Treasurer—Marcie Brown 
Librarian—Karrie Zschille 
Event Coordinator—Heather Beggs 
Council Liaison—Katie Beardslee 

Audit Committee 
Diana Roethemeyer 

Dorothy Rowley 

Kelly Crawford, Council Liaison 

Women’s Fellowship 
President– Kelly Crawford 

Vice President– Heather Beggs 

Secretary– Catheryn Hartle 

Treasurer– Earlene Sokolowski 

Bethany Circle 
President—Debra Hoffmann 

Vice President—Joy Kessler 

Secretary—Lisa Dambach 

Treasurer—Dorothy Rowley 

Pastor Joshua W. Rau is an ex-officio member 

of all committees. 


