
FOREWORD BY MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO 

I grew up in the Boston area in the 1960s and 1970s. I remember the thrill 
of watching the Red Sox games. I continued to be a Red Sox fan through­
out my life, much to the chagrin of my Yankees constituents! I watched 
from across the Charles River the issues of race and class play out in 
the city of Boston-school desegregation and busing in 1974 and the in­
ability of Mayor Kevin White to manage the racial conflict. I graduated 
from Cambridge Rindge and Latin School in 1979 and developed an early 
interest in politics. I followed Boston politics closely and was thrilled in 
1983 when Mel King and Ray Flynn were in the final election, beating out 
the business-backed candidates. I remember the excitement and hope 
that filled the city when Flynn was inaugurated. He worked tirelessly to 
unite the city and empower its neighborhoods. These experiences helped 
shape my understanding of urban politics and progressive leadership. 

The turning point in my progressive journey was a moment of pro­
found personal reflection. It was 1977, and my older brother Steve Wil­
helm-like Don Gillis, the author of The Battle for Boston-was arrested 
while protesting the Seabrook nuclear power plant. This event, a pivotal 
juncture in steering America away from nuclear power, filled me with an 
overwhelming sense of pride for my brother. As I sat on the steps of my 
high school building, this realization washed over me: 'Tm supposed to 
be a progressive:' This personal epiphany marked a significant shift in my 
life's trajectory. 

This experience and my work on the David Dinkins mayoral campaign 
ignited my passion for public service. In 1990, I was fortunate to secure 








