
McCrory School District
2021-2022 Continuity of Services Plan

(Ready for Learning Plan)
Updated October 15, 2021

The Arkansas Department of Education, in partnership with the Arkansas Department of Health
and the Governor’s Office, released the updated 2021-2022 COVID-19 Guidance for Schools on
August 10, 2021.

Students PK-12 years of age - Because students under the age of 12 are not eligible for
vaccination at this time or are not yet fully vaccinated, it is important to emphasize implementing
prevention strategies to protect people who are not fully vaccinated, including students,
teachers, staff, and other members of their households, especially in areas where community
transmission is elevated.

McCrory School District will continue to practice preventive measures such as encouraging
masking, physical distancing, ventilation, handwashing, respiratory etiquette, staying home
when sick and getting tested, contact tracing in combination with quarantine, and isolation, and
cleaning disinfection.

To provide feedback on this Continuity of Services Plan (Ready for
Learning) please click on this link.

Transportation
● While on buses, windows will be open or cracked if it does not pose a safety risk.

Keeping windows open, even a few inches, improves air circulation.
● MSD will continue to provide bus transportation for the 2021-2022 school year.
● Parents should screen their students for fever and signs of illness prior to leaving for

their bus stop.
● Students who are ill or showing signs of illness should remain at home and their

parents should follow the procedure outlined in the Illness Procedure section of this
plan.

● Students should remain at least 6 feet from other bus riders not residing in their
household when waiting at the bus stop.

● Hand sanitizing stations will be available on each school bus and buses will be
sanitized after each route.

● Seats on school buses will be assigned and when possible , rows of seats may be left
empty to increase the space between bus riders when possible.

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/REVISED_Copy_of_FINAL_2021-22_Guidance_for_Schools_20210810111300.pdf
https://forms.gle/vJ5MY6hTdNxxigxKA


● Sibling groups or students riding the bus from the same household may be assigned
to sit together.

● When possible, parents will be encouraged to drive their students to school to
decrease the number of students on school buses.

Arrival
● McCrory Elementary School students should arrive between 7:30 and 7:50 AM.
● Elementary students should go straight to the elementary gymnasium upon arrival at

school.
● McCrory High School students should arrive between 7:35 and 7:50 AM
● High School students should report to their designated area prior to the bell ringing
● High School students will receive Breakfast during the advisory period.
● Procedures and traffic patterns will remain the same as they were in 2020-2021.

Classroom Transitions
● McCrory Elementary students will transition from one classroom to another with

teacher assistance on a set schedule.
● Students will not be allowed to congregate in hallways or common areas during

passing periods.
● Teachers will be on duty in the hallway to supervise passing periods and student

behavior.
● Students will walk on the right side of the halls to promote continuous movement

during transitions.

Dismissal
● McCrory Elementary School will dismiss at 3:30 PM.
● McCrory High School will dismiss at 3:30 PM.
● Car Rider exit procedures and traffic patterns will not change from the 2020-2021

school year.
● Students will not be allowed to congregate in hallways, common areas, parking lots, or

campus buildings after school is dismissed.

Visitor Policies
● Only visitors providing student services will be allowed on campus at this time.
● There will be no classroom visits or lunch room visits until guidance changes.
● Visitors must follow ADH guidelines including practicing social distancing when on

campus.
● Parents checking out a student should buzz the office using the intercom system

outside and follow all secretary or school staff instructions.

Alternate Methods of Instruction (AMI)
In the event that the McCrory School District, or individual school, must modify on-site
instruction and pivot to remote learning, the district or school will follow the district’s approved
Alternative Methods of Instruction (AMI) plan.  If positive cases have evolved to the point that



an AMI day is necessary, the superintendent shall take the following steps:

● Notify the designated DESE Point of Contact (POC)
● Report the AMI day to the LES INsights portal.  The AMI day for the school district will

also be reported in eSchool, and,
● Participate in consultation with the DESE and ADH.

Teachers and Staff will report onsite if a school pivots to AMI due to COVID.

Attendance
● Attendance policies for on-site learning will be the same as in previous school years.
● Parents and students will receive a digital or paper copy (if requested) of the student

handbook detailing all attendance policies for the 2021-2022 school year in August.
● Students participating in virtual learning will follow the attendance policy outlined in the

Digital Learning Handbook.
● Student handbooks are available at www.mccroryschools.org under State Required

Information

Vaccinations
● Students who are 12 and older are now eligible to receive the Pfizer vaccination.  Most

local pharmacies have vaccines readily available.
● Fully-vaccinated students or staff DO NOT need to quarantine if deemed a close

contact unless they have/develop symptoms.
● McCrory School District and the McCrory Booster Club hosted a vaccine clinic on

August 20.  Future dates will be scheduled based on need and interest.

Masks/Face Coverings
On August 16, 2021, the McCrory School Board voted to require masks that will cover the
nose and mouth of the wearer effective immediately.  This applies to all students and staff
while indoors on our campuses, buildings, and buses when social distancing is not possible.
This will remain in effect until the county levels by school districts have fallen into the “green”
zone based on data from the Arkansas Center for Health Initiative (www.achi.net).

● See link for the full district policy.

Classrooms
● Classrooms will be arranged so that students are as distanced from each other to the

extent possible.
● Hand sanitizing stations are available in every hallway and bathroom.
● Teachers have disinfectant wipe or sanitizing spray to clean with after each class.

Sanitation and Cleaning
● Custodians and Maintenance Staff will be trained on CDC and ADH approved

methods and proper use for cleaning supplies prior to the start of the 2021-2022

http://www.mccroryschools.org
http://www.achi.net
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bDMfJc5Eta0PUo73DGA1BdWLMoY1rS1j/view?usp=sharing


school year.
● Staff engaged in sanitation and cleaning will be provided appropriate PPE such as

gloves, reusable masks, gowns, surgical masks, and/or face shields.
● Staff will frequently disinfect high traffic areas and frequently-touched items (light

switches, door knobs, classroom technology, etc.)
● Teachers may sanitize classrooms between groups of students with a disinfectant

when allowable, especially concentrating on hard surfaces.
● Custodians and maintenance staff will sanitize classrooms and remove trash daily

after school.
● Electrostatic Sprayers will be used when available on classrooms, hallways, offices,

and school buses.
● Signs will be posted encouraging good hand hygiene and promoting healthy

behaviors.

Water Fountains
● Water fountain spouts will not be available for use
● Students may bring water bottles to drink from during the day
● Water bottles or other drink containers must have a lid and be kept away from

computers or other classroom technology.
● Water bottles can be filled at contactless water bottle refilling stations on campus.

Illness Procedures
● McCrory School District has a Point of Contact (POC) for all COVID-19 related

inquiries.
● The POC will work in coordination with the ADH, ADE, school administration,k and

others on the response team to update procedures as needed, contact trace, and
serve as a liaison between McCrory School District and health officials at the ADE,
ADH, and CDC.

● The McCrory School District will use the School Communication flowchart from ADE
for decisions around positive COVID-19 tests.

● If a student is sick, has a fever, or is showing other symptoms of COVID-19 before
school, they should not attend school.

● A student must be fever free without medication for 48 hours prior to returning to
school.

● A doctor’s note or a note from ADH may be required to return in certain
circumstances.

● Students or staff members who are ill or develop symptoms of COVID-19 at school will
be isolated in designated areas before being evaluated for infection by the school
nurse or designated staff member. See this memo for Isolation/Quarantine Authority.

● Procedures have been developed in each building for sending a student to the nurse’s
office to mitigate exposure for other students and staff.

● Students or staff members who are ill or displaying signs/symptoms of COVID-19 will
be sent home.

● A separate area will be designated in each building for students and staff seeking
medical care who are not ill or infectious so that those who receive routine care avoid
coming into contact with someone who is ill.

● Additional protocols will be considered for students with chronic conditions or special

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/admin/Files/ADH_Memo_Regarding_Isolation-Quarantine_Authority_20210903133912.pdf


medical needs.

Meal Service
● Hand sanitizing stations will be available in all locations where meals will be eaten or

served and students will be encouraged to wash hands prior to mealtime.
● Breakfast for McCrory Elementary and McCrory High School will be served in the

classrooms.
● High School Students will have a “Grab and Go” breakfast option during advisory.
● Lunch will be served in the cafeteria at both campuses but additional tables will be

added to help increase distance between students.
● Students will have assigned seating during lunchtime.

Recess
● Elementary school students will go outside for recess.
● Recess times may be staggered to decrease the number of students on the

playground at one time.

Extracurricular Activities, Clubs, and Athletics
● McCrory School District will follow all guidance from the ADE and Arkansas Activities

Association concerning any extracurricular activity, club, or athletic program.
● Coaches and sponsors will continue to sanitize equipment (weight, balls, benches,

etc.) and wear masks when coaching in close proximity to athletes or participants until
additional guidance for ADE, ADH, or AAA is released.

● Nonessential school events may be postponed, hosted virtually, or cancelled such as -
pep assemblies and other large school events celebrating McCrory School District
activities or athletes.

Parent Teacher Conferences and Parent Communication
● Parent/Teacher Conferences were originally scheduled for in-person meetings.
● Parent/Teacher Conferences will be a blended situation with some in-person and

some using other means of communication such as a phone call, video chat, etc.
● Future parent nights or informational events will be postponed and considered on a

case-by-case basis.
● McCrory School District will continue to release information to the community and

parents through the use of the district website, social media, and the Remind app.
● District website - www.mccroryschools.org
● Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mccroryschools
● Remind:Contact your students teacher to sign up

○ McCrory Elementary School
○ McCrory High School

● School closure information will be shared online, through social media, local news
media, radio, and the district Remind account.

Response Levels

http://www.mccroryschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/mccroryschools
https://mccroryschools.org/mes-teachers-page
https://mccroryschools.org/mhs-teachers


● McCrory School District will pivot from on-site instruction to blended learning if
deemed necessary by the ADH

● Blended learning is at-home digital learning using our regular Learning Management
Systems (Google Classroom)

● Students will review how to use their school's Learning Management System during
the first week of school to prepare for potential blended learning scenarios

● Blended learning may be utilized by students individually (not because of school
closure) who are ill, quarantined, or otherwise unable to be in a traditional classroom
for a short period of time

● Students will be required to complete assignments for a grade during blended learning
● Assignment completion in conjunction with other accountability measures such as

responding to teacher emails or participating in a discussion board will be how a
student's attendance is determined during blended learning

● New learning and assessment may take place during blended learning

Technology
● All students will be provided with a Chromebook and charging device/cord in

anticipation of blended learning.
● Technical support will be available Monday-Friday by email or phone call.
● Wireless access points will be available in the parking lot of McCrory Elementary.

Blended learning material may be pre-recorded lessons by McCrory teachers, open
source material, videos, links, readings, assignments, or other interactive material.

Mental Health Resources
● Switching from on-site to blended learning or facing quarantine can be stressful for

children
● McCrory School District partners with ARCare to provide teletherapy for students.
● Parents are encouraged to use available resources to learn how to talk through

trauma with their student
● School counselors will be available to work with students struggling to adapt to a

flexible learning situation

Fully Virtual Learning FAQ and Interest Survey
● McCrory School District recognizes that some students may not feel comfortable

returning to school on-site for the 2021-2022 school year.
● A fully virtual (online) learning option is available for students kindergarten-12th grade
● Virtual learners will use Pearson (elementary) and Virtual Arkansas (high school) and

teachers through each service will provide instruction
● Students electing virtual learning will complete work entirely from home and will come

to campus to take assessments
● Amount of time online may vary depending on the class, teacher, and time of year
● Assignment completion in conjunction with other accountability measures such as

logging on, completing assignments timely, responding to teacher emails, or
participating in a discussion board will be how a student's virtual attendance is
determined

● Students participating in virtual learning will follow the provider’s policies and



procedures for completing work
● Students will receive grades from the virtual learning provider
● Students and parents must complete and sign a virtual learning agreement with

McCrory School District and be approved before enrollment can take place.
● McCrory Elementary Virtual Handbook
● McCrory High School Virtual Handbook

Technology Requirements
● All students participating in virtual learning will be provided a Chromebook
● Students selecting fully virtual learning should have access to reliable internet and

power

Questions and Additional Information
Please reach out to your building principal by email or phone:

● McCrory Elementary School - Patty Hernandez
○ patty.hernandez@mccroryschools.org

● McCrory High School - Aaron Wiggins
○ aaron.wiggins@mccroryschools.org

● McCrory School District Point of Contact - Mandy Brewer
○ mandy.brewer@mccroryschools.org

All information in this document is subject to change at any time based on updated guidance
from the Arkansas Department of Education, Arkansas Department of Health, Arkansas
Activities Association, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or other agency

Check www.mccroryschools.org or @mccroryschools on Facebook for the most up-to-date
information

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19YJe7YzcA5YuTQO0VSgN-8SBPqKRDXNB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3g4GygQRQuW_KrcMiH_-LtUKYMjGYNz/view?usp=sharing
mailto:patty.hernandez@mccroryschools.org
mailto:aaron.wiggins@mccroryschools.org
mailto:mandy.brewer@mccroryschools.org
http://www.mccroryschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/mccroryschools

