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Introduction

This lesson will guide you through the process of making inferences while reading. We'll [earn how
to "read between the lines" to draw conclusions based on textual evidence and your own
background knowledge. We will follow Bloom's Taxonomy to gradually build your inference skills.

“ 1. Remembering & Understanding (Knowledge Level)

@ What is Inference? @

Inference - is the process of drawing conclusions based on evidence and reasoning. It's more
than just understanding what the author directly states; it's about figuring out what the
author implies or suggests.

Think of it like this: you're a detective, and the text is your crime scene. You need to gather clues
and use them to solve the mystery (understand the deeper meaning).

5 Extra Examples of Inference .
1. Text: "Mark’s hands trembled as he signed the final contract.”
* Possible Inference: Mark is nervous about the commitment.
2. Text: "The sky darkened, and people hurried into shops clutching colorful umbrellas.”
* Possible Inference: It's about to rain heavily.
3. Text: "Her phone buzzed nonstop; she sighed before finally answering.”
* Possible Inference: She's overwhelmed or annoyed by the constant notifications.
4, Text: "David placed the empty plate back on the table with a satisfied smile.”
* Possible Inference: David enjoyed his meal.
5. Text: "Leaves swirled around Jenna's feet as she kicked at the wind."

¢ Possible Inference: It's a windy autumn day and Jenna is playful or restless.

¥ Key Concepts @

¢ /& Explicit Information: Information directly stated in the text.

e /& Implicit Information: Information suggested but not directly stated in the text. This is where
inference comes in.



e (& Prior Knowledge: Your own experiences, knowledge, and understanding of the world.

e /7 Textual Evidence: Specific details, facts, and statements from the text.

1 Formula for Inference £

- Textual Evidence + Prior Knowledge = Inference

#F Exam pI'E Fa

Text: "The child clutched a worn teddy bear, eyes red and swollen. Her mother held her hand tightly
as they walked into the sterile-smelling building."

* Textual Evidence: Worn teddy bear, red and swollen eyes, mother holding hand tightly, sterile-
smelling building.

* Prior Knowledge: Sterile buildings often associate with hospitals or clinics, red/swollen eyes
might mean crying, children often carry toys for comfort.

e Inference: The child is likely upset and is going to a doctor or hospital.

5 More Inference Examples |
1. Text: "Carlos tossed his jacket over the chair and collapsed onto the sofa.”
¢ |Inference: He's exhausted after a long day.
2. Text: "A single candle flickered in the dark, empty room."

¢ |nference: Someone is alone or afraid.

(V¥

. Text: "The bell rang, and students darted out of the classroom like birds from a cage.”

¢ [nference: They were eager to leave school.

4, Text: "Anna wiped the sweat from her brow and leaned on the fence, watching the finish line."

o [nference: She just completed a race and is tired but proud.
5. Text: "“Tom’s eyes stayed glued to his phone screen, even as the waiter approached.”

¢ |nference: He's very engrossed or distracted by something on his phone.

2| Practice (Remembering & Understanding) [}
1. Define: What is explicit information?
2. Define: What is implicit information?

3. Explain: How do prior knowledge and textual evidence work together to create an inference?



. Il. Applying & Analyzing (Application & Analysis Level)

%  Applying Inference Skills =~

Now, let's practice applying our understanding of inference to different texts.

ik Examples [

Example 1:
Text: "John slammed the door, scattering papers across the floor. He threw his briefcase onto the
couch and kicked off his shoes. He muttered, ‘Another day, another disaster."

e What can you infer about John's day?
* Possible Inference: John had a bad day at work. He's frustrated and stressed.

Example 2:
Text: "The sun beat down relentlessly. Sweat trickled down Maria's forehead as she pushed the

lawnmower back and forth, back and forth, The only sound was the buzzing of insects and the
rhythmic whir of the mower.”

¢ What can you infer about Maria’s feelings towards mowing the lawn?
* Possible Inference: Maria finds mowing the lawn tedious and tiring. She probably doesn't
enjoy it.
5 Additional Applying Examples

Example 3:
Text: “Liam stared at the empty plate, then knocked the crumbs into his palm and examined them.”

e Inference: He's curious or disappointed by how little was left.
Example 4:
Text: “A tear rolled down Emily’s cheek as she closed the photo album."

¢ Inference: She’s feeling nostalgic or sad.
Example 5:
Text: "Marcus tapped his foot impatiently while glancing at his watch.”

e Inference: He's waiting and growing impatient.
Example 6:
Text: “The library doors locked with a click as the last student |eft."

¢ Inference: The library is now closed.
Example 7:
Text: "Hannah hummed a cheerful tune as she watered her garden.”

* |nference: She's happy and enjoying her gardening.

@, Analyzing Inferences @



Analyzing involves breaking down the text to identify the specific pieces of evidence that support
your inference.

Example (Using Example 1 Above):
* Inference: John had a bad day at work. He's frustrated and stressed.
e Supporting Textual Evidence:
¢ "Slammed the door": Shows anger and frustration.
e "Scattering papers": Indicates a lack of care or control.

e "Another day, another disaster™: Directly expresses negative feelings about his day.

#" Practice (Applying & Analyzing) #"

Read the following passage and answer the questions:

"The old woman sat on the park bench, feeding the pigeons. Crumbs of bread scattered around her
feet, and the birds cooed and fluttered excitedly. She smiled gently, her eyes crinkling at the
corners. A young couple walked by, hand in hand, laughing softly."

1. Infer: What is the old woman feeling?
2. Analyze: What textual evidence supports your inference about the old woman's feelings?

3. Infer: What is the relationship between the young couple?

& lIl. Evaluating & Creating (Evaluation & Creation Level) 5

Evaluating Inferences

Not all inferences are created equal. Some are stronger and more supported by the text than
others. When evaluating an inference, consider:

= - Strength of Evidence: How directly does the textual evidence support the inference? Is
there a lot of evidence, or just a little?

. Plausibility: How likely is the inference based on your prior knowledge and understanding
of the world? Does it seem reasonable?

. Alternative Interpretations: Are there other possible inferences that could be drawn from
the same evidence? Are those alternatives more plausible?

# Creating Inferences (Writing) +

Now, let's practice creating your own inferences by writing short passages that imply certain things
without stating them directly.



Example:

Goal: Imply that a character is nervous before a big presentation.

Passage: “Sarah adjusted her tie for the tenth time in as many minutes. Her palms were slick with
sweat, and her heart hammered against her ribs like a trapped bird. She took a deep breath, trying
to still the tremor in her hands."

/# 5 More Creating Examples &
1. Goal: Imply that a character is excited about good news.

» Passage: "Ethan’s grin stretched from ear to ear as he bounced on his toes. He could
barely sit still, fingers tapping a rapid beat on the tabletop."

2. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling guilty.

* Passage: "Mia avoided making eye contact, her cheeks flushed as she tucked a strand of
hair behind her ear. She bit her lip, staring at the floor."

3. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling hopeful.

» Passage: "Jade watched the sunrise, her eyes glistening. She whispered a silent wish and
clasped her hands together."

4. Goal: Imply that a character is ashamed.

* Passage: "Leo shuffled his feet and cleared his throat. He tugged at the hem of his shirt,
gaze fixed on the ground.”

5. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling triumphant.

e Passage: "Rita threw her arms aloft with a victorious shout. Her chest heaved with pride,
and a triumphant smile lit her face.”

& Practice (Evaluating & Creating) ®

1. Evaluate: Read the following inference based on the passage about John (from earlier): "John is
planning to quit his job." How strong is this inference? What textual evidence supports it?
What alternative interpretations are possible?

2. Create: Write a short passage that implies that a character is sad or lonely without explicitly
stating it.

& Conclusion ¥

Making inferences is a vital skill for understanding literature, interpreting information, and
communicating effectively. By practicing the steps outlined in this lesson, you can become a more
skilled and insightful reader. Remember to always consider both the textual evidence and your own
prior knowledge when drawing conclusions. Good luck, detective!

Standard Questions



1. (1 point)

The old house stood on a hill overlooking the town. The garden was
overgrown with weeds, and the paint was peeling from the walls. What can
you infer about the house's history?

A. [t was recently renovated.
B. It has been neglected for some time.
C. Itis a popular tourist attraction.

D. Itis a new construction.

c o ® »

I couldn't sleep last night. My stomach felt like it was full of butterflies. (1 point)

Tomorrow is the day. What can you infer about the narrator?

A. The narrator is excited to go on vacation.
B. The narrator is looking forward to a party.
C. The narrator feels anxious about an upcoming performance.

D. The narrator is planning a surprise for someone.

c o ® »



3. sarah looked at the clear blue sky. There wasn't a cloud in sight, but she (1 point)

grabbed her umbrella before leaving the house. What can you infer about
Sarah?

A. She is prepared for possible rain.
B. She enjoys carrying an umbrella.
C. She is afraid of the sun.

D. She forgot to check the weather forecast.

o o w »

4. "] parked the car a few blocks away and started walking towards the (1 point)

stadium. | could hear the distant roar even from here." What does this imply

about the stadium?

A. The stadium is |ocated in a quiet area.
B. The stadium is closed for renovations.
C. The stadium is empty.

D. The stadium is hosting a large event.

g o w9 >



5. John was carefully folding his clothes and placing them in a suitcase. What (1 point)

can you infer about John?

A. John is doing laundry.
B. John is preparing for a trip.
C. Johnis moving to a new house.

D. John is organizing his closet.

g o % >

6. Every time | asked him about the missing money, he avoided eye contact (1 point)

and started to stammer. What can you infer about the character's feelings?

A. Heis happy and excited.
B. Heis feeling confident.
C. He is nervous or uncomfortable.

D. Heis feeling indifferent.

o o w »



7. The doctor told me it would take months for my leg to fully recover after the (1 Point)
surgery. What can you infer about the severity of the injury?

A. The injury is minor.
B. The injury is serious.
C. The injury is imaginary.

D. The injury is already healed.

C o w »

8 The home team used to be cheered loudly every game. Now, you could hear (1 point)

a pin drop in the stadium, even when they scored. What does this imply
about the team and its fans?

A. The team used to be better, and fans are disappointed with current performance.
B. The team has improved, and fans are more focused now.
C. The stadium's acoustics have changed.

D. The team changed their colors.

o o w »



9. The person in the white lab coat was carefully pouring liquid from one (1 point)

beaker to another, meticulously recording the data in a notebook. What is
most likely happening?

A. They are cooking a meal.
B. They are painting a picture.
C. They are performing a magic trick.

D. They are conducting a science experiment.

g o © >

10. The streets were eerily quiet; usually, at this time of day, the market square (1 point)

is bustling with people. What can you infer?

A. Aparade is taking place.
B. Most people are away or it is a holiday.
C. There is a traffic jam.

D. Aconcert is happening nearby.

o o w »

11. A character sighs and says, 'Well, | guess the picnic is off." What can you (1 point)
infer about their true feelings regarding the cancellation of the picnic, even
if they say it's 'okay'?




12.

Someone gives you Very detailed, step-by-step instructions for a simple
task, repeating some steps. What can you infer about what they think of
your ability to do the task?

(1 point)

13.

You ask a friend about an event you know they attended, and they quickly
change the subject without giving details. What can you infer about their
experience at the event or their willingness to share it?

(1 point)

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Someone avoids eye contact, fidgets, and gives short, vague answers when
you ask them a direct question. What can you infer about their truthfulness
or comfort level?

(1 point)

You see someone create a beautiful wooden sculpture using only very old,
worn-out tools. What can you infer about their skill as a craftsman?

(1 point)

Someone keeps a detailed journal about the growth of a small plant,
measuring its height daily and adjusting its position for optimal sunlight.
What can you infer about their feelings toward the plant?

(1 point)

The boy blushed when the teacher said "Congratulations! You won the
contest”. What can you infer?

(1 point)

The little girl kept asking her mom if they could go to the playground even
when it was raining. What can you infer?

(1 point)

The student avoided eye contact and tapped his foot nervously before the
test. What can you infer?

(1 point)

The customer asked to speak to the manager after their food arrived cold.
What can you infer?

(1 point)




Moderately Challenging

21. which of the following inferences is best supported by the passage: (1 point)
'Maria's old bicycle had a flat tire, and she knew she couldn't afford a new
one. Instead of giving up, she spent the afternoon patching the tire with a
kit she found in the garage.'?

A. Maria's parents are wealthy.
B. Mariais resourceful and determined.
C. Maria hates riding bicycles.

D. Maria prefers walking to riding.

g o w »

22, (1 point)

The passage states, 'The town of Willow Creek is a place where visitors
often comment that it feels as though time has slowed down.' What
inference can be made about Willow Creek?

A. ltis a bustling metropolis.

B. Itis a technologically advanced city.

C. Itis a relaxed and unhurried environment.

D. Itis a dangerous place to visit.

c o w >



23. From the passage, 'l unfolded the worn map, its creases softened with age. (! Point)

My compass, a faithful companion, pointed north. | opened my journal, its
pages filled with faded ink and sketches," what inference can the reader
make about the narrator?

A. The narrator is an experienced explorer.
B. The narratoris afraid of the wilderness.
C. The narrator is lost.

D. The narrator is a student on a field trip.

c o ® >

24. What feeling does the following sentence evoke: 'The old house stood ona (1 point)
hill overlooking the town. Its windows were dark and seemed to stare out
like empty eyes.'?
A. Joy and happiness
B. Isolation and mystery

C. Warmth and comfort

D. Excitement and adventure

g o % >



25. What can you infer from the sentence: 'The scientist paced nervously (1 point)
around the lab, muttering to herself about the impending results of her

experiment.'?

A. The scientist is confident in her experiment.
B. The scientist is bored with her work.
C. The scientist is hungry.

D. The scientist is anxious about the outcome.

o o w »

26 The passage reads, 'He spent hours poring over dusty books in the library, (1 point)

often losing track of time until the librarian gently reminded him of the
closing hours.' What does this imply about the character?

A. He has a strong interest in learning.
B. He is easily distracted.
C. Heis trying to avoid his chores.

D. Heis trying to impress the librarian.

o o w »



27. What does the following description suggest about the person described: (1 point)

'Her desk was covered in notes, half-empty coffee cups, and several open

textbooks.'?

A. Sheis a very organized person.
B. Sheis a minimalist.
C. Sheis working hard and is possibly stressed.

D. She is a student who does not take notes.

o aoa w »

28. Read the following passage: 'The wind howled, and the rain lashed against (1 point)

the windows. People ran for cover, their faces etched with fear." What can

you infer about the storm?

A. ltis a gentle, pleasant rain.
B. Itis a dangerous and potentially life-threatening storm.
C. ltis a typical summer shower.

D. Itis a man-made weather event.

c o w >



29. The passage describes the town as having "empty streets and boarded-up (! point)

windows.' What inference can be made about the town?

A. |tis a bustling tourist destination.
B. Itis a new and growing town.
C. ltis preparing for a parade.

D. ltis a town that has fallen into decline.

o aoa w »

30.  From the sentence, 'He preferred the company of books to people,’ what (1 point)

can you infer about the character?

A. He is introverted and enjoys solitude.
B. He is arrogant and dislikes everyone.
C. Heis alibrarian.

D. Heis awriter.

g o © >

31 A character sits alone by a window, watching the rain fall. No dialogue is (! point)

given. What can you infer about their mood?

32.  sSomeone receives bad news but tries to act unaffected. What can you infer (1 point)

about their true feelings?




33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

A person is packing a suitcase and checking flight schedules online. What (1 point)
can you infer they are planning to do?

A character changes the subject whenever a particular topic is mentioned. (1 point)
What can you infer about their feelings toward that topic?

A diary is found with a lock on it. What can you infer about the person who (1 point)

owns the diary?

A person is saving a large amount of money and constantly researching (1 point)

different countries. What can you infer about their plans?

A person is constantly checking their phone and looking around anxiously. (1 Point)
What can you infer?

A person is seen wearing worn-out shoes and a tattered coat. What can you (I point)

infer about their situation?

A person avoids eye contact and fidgets while answering a question. What (1 point)
can you infer?

A character is always volunteering and helping others. What can you infer (1 point)

about their personality?

Challenging



4L Ina story, a character meticulously checks the locks on all the doors and

windows each night, despite living in a gated community with a state-of-the-
art security system. The character also keeps a loaded flashlight by the bed
and often wakes up in the middle of the night, convinced they heard a
noise. What can you infer about the character's emotional state?

A. The character is simply being cautious and responsible.
B. The character is preparing for a potential power outage.
C. The character is experiencing a significant amount of anxiety and fear.

D. The character is following a strict nightly routine.

o o w »

42. A politician who once campaigned on promises of transparency and
integrity is now consistently voting along party lines, even when those lines
contradict their previous statements. Their public appearances seem
carefully scripted, and they avoid answering direct questions from
journalists. What inference can be made about the politician's current
situation?

A. The politician has changed their mind about certain issues.
B. The politician is prioritizing party unity above all else.
C. The politician is skillfully navigating the complexities of political life.

D. The politician has become a puppet, controlled by hidden influences.

g o % >

(1 point)

(1 point)



43.

44,

A detective enters a room. A single lamp illuminates a table set for one. The
silverware is meticulously arranged, but the plate is untouched. A half-
empty glass of water sits beside the plate, with condensation rings on the
polished surface. A book lies open, face down, beside the table. The
detective makes no immediate comment but scans the room with intense
focus. What is the significance of the described details?

A. They are merely descriptive details to set the scene's atmosphere.

B. They are clues that may hold importance to the story's central mystery.

C. They indicate the detective is easily distracted by trivial matters.

D. They are irrelevant to the overall plot and can be disregarded.

c o ® >

A person who is always smiling and cheerful is described by others as the
‘life of the party.' However, this person frequently isolates themselves,
avoids discussing personal matters, and has difficulty maintaining close
relationships. What inference can be made about this person's emotional
state?

A. The person is genuinely happy and content with their life.

B. The person is secretly plotting against their friends and acquaintances.

C. The person is likely masking inner turmoil and emotional distress.

D. The person is simply introverted and prefers solitude.

o o w »

(1 point)

(1 point)



45.

46.

As a hurricane approaches, a character stands on the beach, watching the
waves crash against the shore. They admire the raw power and beauty of
the storm, despite knowing the potential destruction it will bring to their
home and community. What does this reveal about the character's mindset?

A. The character is in denial about the severity of the situation.
B. The character is recklessly endangering themselves for the thrill of it.
C. The character is indifferent to the potential consequences of the hurricane.

D. The character possesses a complex understanding of beauty and destruction.

c o w »

A once-passionate activist, who tirelessly campaigned for social justice,
now sits silently at meetings, rarely offering opinions or participating in
discussions. They still attend the meetings regularly but seem detached
and disinterested. What can be inferred about this activist's current state of
mind?

A. The activist is strategizing a new and improved campaign strategy.

B. The activist is experiencing disillusionment or burnout.

C. The activist is secretly working against the movement's goals.

D. The activist is simply taking a break from their activism.

c o m »

(1 point)

(1 point)



47.

48.

1 point
A king, surrounded by vast wealth and holding dominion over a powerful (1 point)

kingdom, spends his days wandering the halls of his palace alone, avoiding
his advisors and family. He rarely smiles and seems burdened by an
invisible weight. What inference can be made about the king's emotional
state?

A. The king is plotting to expand his kingdom and conquer new lands.
B. The king is content and fulfilled with his life of power and privilege.
C. Theking is deeply unhappy and isolated, despite his outward success.

D. The king is simply eccentric and prefers solitude.

o o w »

An artisan meticulously crafts a wooden sculpture, carefully carving each (I point)

detail. However, they deliberately leave small imperfections in the finish,
refusing to sand them away. What is the likely reason for this artistic
choice?

A. The artisan lacks the skill to create a perfect finish.
B. The artisan is rushing to complete the sculpture and doesn't have time for sanding.
C. The artisan is trying to save money on materials and tools.

The artisan values the imperfections as part of the sculpture's unique character and
authenticity.

c o w »
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Introduction

This lesson will guide you through the process of making inferences while reading. We'll [earn how
to "read between the lines" to draw conclusions based on textual evidence and your own
background knowledge. We will follow Bloom's Taxonomy to gradually build your inference skills.

“ 1. Remembering & Understanding (Knowledge Level)

@ What is Inference? @

Inference - is the process of drawing conclusions based on evidence and reasoning. It's more
than just understanding what the author directly states; it's about figuring out what the
author implies or suggests.

Think of it like this: you're a detective, and the text is your crime scene. You need to gather clues
and use them to solve the mystery (understand the deeper meaning).

5 Extra Examples of Inference .
1. Text: "Mark’s hands trembled as he signed the final contract.”
* Possible Inference: Mark is nervous about the commitment.
2. Text: "The sky darkened, and people hurried into shops clutching colorful umbrellas.”
* Possible Inference: It's about to rain heavily.
3. Text: "Her phone buzzed nonstop; she sighed before finally answering.”
* Possible Inference: She's overwhelmed or annoyed by the constant notifications.
4, Text: "David placed the empty plate back on the table with a satisfied smile.”
* Possible Inference: David enjoyed his meal.
5. Text: "Leaves swirled around Jenna's feet as she kicked at the wind."

¢ Possible Inference: It's a windy autumn day and Jenna is playful or restless.

¥ Key Concepts @

¢ /& Explicit Information: Information directly stated in the text.

e /& Implicit Information: Information suggested but not directly stated in the text. This is where
inference comes in.



e (& Prior Knowledge: Your own experiences, knowledge, and understanding of the world.

e /7 Textual Evidence: Specific details, facts, and statements from the text.

1 Formula for Inference £

- Textual Evidence + Prior Knowledge = Inference

#F Exam pI'E Fa

Text: "The child clutched a worn teddy bear, eyes red and swollen. Her mother held her hand tightly
as they walked into the sterile-smelling building."

* Textual Evidence: Worn teddy bear, red and swollen eyes, mother holding hand tightly, sterile-
smelling building.

* Prior Knowledge: Sterile buildings often associate with hospitals or clinics, red/swollen eyes
might mean crying, children often carry toys for comfort.

e Inference: The child is likely upset and is going to a doctor or hospital.

5 More Inference Examples |
1. Text: "Carlos tossed his jacket over the chair and collapsed onto the sofa.”
¢ |Inference: He's exhausted after a long day.
2. Text: "A single candle flickered in the dark, empty room."

¢ |nference: Someone is alone or afraid.

(V¥

. Text: "The bell rang, and students darted out of the classroom like birds from a cage.”

¢ [nference: They were eager to leave school.

4, Text: "Anna wiped the sweat from her brow and leaned on the fence, watching the finish line."

o [nference: She just completed a race and is tired but proud.
5. Text: "“Tom’s eyes stayed glued to his phone screen, even as the waiter approached.”

¢ |nference: He's very engrossed or distracted by something on his phone.

2| Practice (Remembering & Understanding) [}
1. Define: What is explicit information?
2. Define: What is implicit information?

3. Explain: How do prior knowledge and textual evidence work together to create an inference?



. Il. Applying & Analyzing (Application & Analysis Level)

%  Applying Inference Skills =~

Now, let's practice applying our understanding of inference to different texts.

ik Examples [

Example 1:
Text: "John slammed the door, scattering papers across the floor. He threw his briefcase onto the
couch and kicked off his shoes. He muttered, ‘Another day, another disaster."

e What can you infer about John's day?
* Possible Inference: John had a bad day at work. He's frustrated and stressed.

Example 2:
Text: "The sun beat down relentlessly. Sweat trickled down Maria's forehead as she pushed the

lawnmower back and forth, back and forth, The only sound was the buzzing of insects and the
rhythmic whir of the mower.”

¢ What can you infer about Maria’s feelings towards mowing the lawn?
* Possible Inference: Maria finds mowing the lawn tedious and tiring. She probably doesn't
enjoy it.
5 Additional Applying Examples

Example 3:
Text: “Liam stared at the empty plate, then knocked the crumbs into his palm and examined them.”

e Inference: He's curious or disappointed by how little was left.
Example 4:
Text: “A tear rolled down Emily’s cheek as she closed the photo album."

¢ Inference: She’s feeling nostalgic or sad.
Example 5:
Text: "Marcus tapped his foot impatiently while glancing at his watch.”

e Inference: He's waiting and growing impatient.
Example 6:
Text: “The library doors locked with a click as the last student |eft."

¢ Inference: The library is now closed.
Example 7:
Text: "Hannah hummed a cheerful tune as she watered her garden.”

* |nference: She's happy and enjoying her gardening.

@, Analyzing Inferences @



Analyzing involves breaking down the text to identify the specific pieces of evidence that support
your inference.

Example (Using Example 1 Above):
* Inference: John had a bad day at work. He's frustrated and stressed.
e Supporting Textual Evidence:
¢ "Slammed the door": Shows anger and frustration.
e "Scattering papers": Indicates a lack of care or control.

e "Another day, another disaster™: Directly expresses negative feelings about his day.

#" Practice (Applying & Analyzing) #"

Read the following passage and answer the questions:

"The old woman sat on the park bench, feeding the pigeons. Crumbs of bread scattered around her
feet, and the birds cooed and fluttered excitedly. She smiled gently, her eyes crinkling at the
corners. A young couple walked by, hand in hand, laughing softly."

1. Infer: What is the old woman feeling?
2. Analyze: What textual evidence supports your inference about the old woman's feelings?

3. Infer: What is the relationship between the young couple?

& lIl. Evaluating & Creating (Evaluation & Creation Level) 5

Evaluating Inferences

Not all inferences are created equal. Some are stronger and more supported by the text than
others. When evaluating an inference, consider:

= - Strength of Evidence: How directly does the textual evidence support the inference? Is
there a lot of evidence, or just a little?

. Plausibility: How likely is the inference based on your prior knowledge and understanding
of the world? Does it seem reasonable?

. Alternative Interpretations: Are there other possible inferences that could be drawn from
the same evidence? Are those alternatives more plausible?

# Creating Inferences (Writing) +

Now, let's practice creating your own inferences by writing short passages that imply certain things
without stating them directly.



Example:

Goal: Imply that a character is nervous before a big presentation.

Passage: “Sarah adjusted her tie for the tenth time in as many minutes. Her palms were slick with
sweat, and her heart hammered against her ribs like a trapped bird. She took a deep breath, trying
to still the tremor in her hands."

/# 5 More Creating Examples &
1. Goal: Imply that a character is excited about good news.

» Passage: "Ethan’s grin stretched from ear to ear as he bounced on his toes. He could
barely sit still, fingers tapping a rapid beat on the tabletop."

2. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling guilty.

* Passage: "Mia avoided making eye contact, her cheeks flushed as she tucked a strand of
hair behind her ear. She bit her lip, staring at the floor."

3. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling hopeful.

» Passage: "Jade watched the sunrise, her eyes glistening. She whispered a silent wish and
clasped her hands together."

4. Goal: Imply that a character is ashamed.

* Passage: "Leo shuffled his feet and cleared his throat. He tugged at the hem of his shirt,
gaze fixed on the ground.”

5. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling triumphant.

e Passage: "Rita threw her arms aloft with a victorious shout. Her chest heaved with pride,
and a triumphant smile lit her face.”

& Practice (Evaluating & Creating) ®

1. Evaluate: Read the following inference based on the passage about John (from earlier): "John is
planning to quit his job." How strong is this inference? What textual evidence supports it?
What alternative interpretations are possible?

2. Create: Write a short passage that implies that a character is sad or lonely without explicitly
stating it.

& Conclusion ¥

Making inferences is a vital skill for understanding literature, interpreting information, and
communicating effectively. By practicing the steps outlined in this lesson, you can become a more
skilled and insightful reader. Remember to always consider both the textual evidence and your own
prior knowledge when drawing conclusions. Good luck, detective!

Standard Questions



1 The old house stood on a hill overlooking the town. The garden was (1 point)

overgrown with weeds, and the paint was peeling from the walls. What can

you infer about the house's history?

A. [t was recently renovated.
B. It has been neglected for some time.
C. Itis a popular tourist attraction.

D. Itis a new construction.

®B

D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The passage implies that the old house had been neglected for a long time, as indicated by
the 'overgrown garden' and 'peeling paint'. Therefore, the most likely reason is a lack of

care.

| couldn’t sleep last night. My stomach felt like it was full of butterflies. (I point)

Tomorrow is the day. What can you infer about the narrator?

A. The narrator is excited to go on vacation.
B. The narrator is looking forward to a party.
C. The narrator feels anxious about an upcoming performance.

D. The narrator is planning a surprise for someone.



D

Explanation:

Explanation:

Based on the information given, we can infer that the narrator feels anxious about the
upcoming performance because they are having trouble sleeping and feel nervous.

3. sarah looked at the clear blue sky. There wasn't a cloud in sight, but she (1 point)
grabbed her umbrella before leaving the house. What can you infer about
Sarah?

A. She is prepared for possible rain.
B. She enjoys carrying an umbrella.
C. She is afraid of the sun.

D. She forgot to check the weather forecast.

oA
B

Explanation:

Explanation:

Since Sarah brings an umbrella, despite the lack of rain, we can infer that she anticipates it
might rain later, showing she is being prepared.



4. parked the car a few blocks away and started walking towards the (1 point)

stadium. | could hear the distant roar even from here." What does this imply

about the stadium?

A. The stadium is located in a quiet area.
B. The stadium is closed for renovations.
C. The stadium is empty.

D. The stadium is hosting a large event.

A
B
C
®D

Explanation:

Explanation:
From the phrase 'l could hear the distant roar', we can infer that there is a significant crowd
present at the location.

5. John was carefully folding his clothes and placing them in a suitcase. What (! point)

can you infer about John?

A. Johnis doing laundry.
B. John is preparing for a trip.
C. Johnis moving to a new house.

D. John is organizing his closet.



Explanation:

Explanation:
The act of packing a suitcase suggests that the person is planning a trip or journey.

6. Every time | asked him about the missing money, he avoided eye contact (1 point)

and started to stammer. What can you infer about the character's feelings?
A. He is happy and excited.
B. He is feeling confident.
C. He is nervous or uncomfortable.

D. He is feeling indifferent.

®C
D

Explanation:

Explanation:
The character's behavior of avoiding eye contact and stammering suggests nervousness or
discomfort.

7. The doctor told me it would take months for my leg to fully recover after the (1 Point)
surgery. What can you infer about the severity of the injury?

A. The injury is minor.
B. The injury is serious.
C. The injury is imaginary.

D. The injury is already healed.



D

Explanation:
Explanation:

The text says it will take 'months' to recover, which suggests that the injury is serious.

8- The home team used to be cheered loudly every game. Now, you could hear (! PO

a pin drop in the stadium, even when they scored. What does this imply

about the team and its fans?

A. The team used to be better, and fans are disappointed with current performance.
B. The team has improved, and fans are more focused now.
C. The stadium's acoustics have changed.

D. The team changed their colors.

® A

D

Explanation:

Explanation:
From the passage, we can tell that the team was once highly regarded but recently have
been performing poorly. This is why the fans are now becoming quiet.



9. The person in the white lab coat was carefully pouring liquid from one (1 point)

beaker to another, meticulously recording the data in a notebook. What is
most likely happening?

A. They are cooking a meal.
B. They are painting a picture.
C. They are performing a magic trick.

D. They are conducting a science experiment.

A
B
C
®D

Explanation:

Explanation:

Given that the character is wearing a lab coat, using beakers, and recording data, it is
highly probable that they are conducting a science experiment.

10. The streets were eerily quiet; usually, at this time of day, the market square (1 point)

is bustling with people. What can you infer?

A. Aparade is taking place.
B. Most people are away or it is a holiday.
C. There is a traffic jam.

D. Aconcert is happening nearby.



Explanation:

Explanation:

The passage notes that it was 'eerily quiet', which is unusual for a place that's usually
bustling and busy. Thus, a likely inference is that most people are away or it is a holiday.

1. A character sighs and says, 'Well, | guess the picnic is off.” What can you (1 point)

infer about their true feelings regarding the cancellation of the picnic, even
if they say it's "okay'?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: Disappointment or frustration.

Explanation:

The character's internal monologue reveals their disappointment and frustration with the
unexpected rain ruining their plans, even though they outwardly express acceptance.

12. sSomeone gives you Very detailed, step-by-step instructions for a simple (1 point)
task, repeating some steps. What can you infer about what they think of
your ability to do the task?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: They don't think you can do it easily or accurately without help.

Explanation:

The repeated reminders and careful instructions strongly suggest the person giving them
doubts the other's ability to remember or perform the task correctly without specific
guidance.

13. You ask a friend about an event you know they attended, and they quickly (1 point)
change the subject without giving details. What can you infer about their
experience at the event or their willingness to share it?

Explanation:



Correct Answer: They didn't enjoy the event or they don't want to talk about it.

Explanation:

The abrupt ending of communication and avoidance of a specific topic indicates a desire to
avoid the subject and potentially indicates discomfort or guilt.

4. Someone avoids eye contact, fidgets, and gives short, vague answers when (1 point)
you ask them a direct question. What can you infer about their truthfulness
or comfort level?

Explanation:
Correct Answer: They are likely uncomfortable or being dishonest.

Explanation:

The described behaviors like avoiding eye contact, fidgeting, and giving short answers
indicate discomfort, nervousness, or potentially dishonesty.

15." You see someone create a beautiful wooden sculpture using only very old, (1 Point)
worn-out tools. What can you infer about their skill as a craftsman?
Explanation:

Correct Answer: They are very skilled.

Explanation:

The contrast between the old tools and the beautifully crafted item implies that the person

has considerable skill and talent, exceeding what one might expect from the available
resources.

16. Someone keeps a detailed journal about the growth of a small plant, (1 point)
measuring its height daily and adjusting its position for optimal sunlight.
What can you infer about their feelings toward the plant?

Explanation:



Correct Answer: They care deeply about the plant.

Explanation:

The individual's meticulous record-keeping and constant monitoring of a plant's growth
suggest a deep interest and commitment to its well-being, demonstrating a caring nature.

17" The boy blushed when the teacher said "Congratulations! You won the (1 point)
contest”. What can you infer?

Explanation:
Correct Answer:; He was uncomfortable.

Explanation:

Based on the text it implies that he felt pressured or uncomfortable being the center of
attention.

13. The little girl kept asking her mom if they could go to the playground even (1 point)
when it was raining. What can you infer?

Explanation:
Correct Answer: She was feeling lonely.

Explanation:

Based on the text it implies that her daughter felt lonely because she didn't have many
friends to play with.

19- The student avoided eye contact and tapped his foot nervously before the (1 point)
test. What can you infer?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: He was nervous about the test.

Explanation:
Based on the text it implies that he was not confident in his ability to perform well in the test.



20- The customer asked to speak to the manager after their food arrived cold. (I point)

What can you infer?

Explanation:
Correct Answer: The customer was not happy.

Explanation:

Based on the text it implies that the customer was not happy with the service that they got
from the restaurant.

Moderately Challenging

21 which of the following inferences is best supported by the passage: (1 point)

'Maria's old bicycle had a flat tire, and she knew she couldn't afford a new
one. Instead of giving up, she spent the afternoon patching the tire with a

kit she found in the garage.'?
A. Maria's parents are wealthy.
B. Mariais resourceful and determined.

C. Maria hates riding bicycles.

D. Maria prefers walking to riding.

@B

D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The passage implies the protagonist is resourceful and determined, despite facing financial
hardship. The detail about fixing the bike rather than buying a new one best supports this.



22.  The passage states, 'The town of Willow Creek is a place where visitors (1 point)
often comment that it feels as though time has slowed down.' What
inference can be made about Willow Creek?

A. ltis a bustling metropolis.
B. Itis a technologically advanced city.
C. ltis a relaxed and unhurried environment.
D. Itis a dangerous place to visit.
A
B

®C
D

Explanation:
Explanation:

The author states that the town's atmosphere makes visitors feel 'as though time has
slowed down'. This suggests a relaxed and unhurried environment.

23. From the passage, 'l unfolded the worn map, its creases softened with age. (1 Point)
My compass, a faithful companion, pointed north. | opened my journal, its
pages filled with faded ink and sketches," what inference can the reader
make about the narrator?

A. The narrator is an experienced explorer.
B. The narrator is afraid of the wilderness.
C. The narrator is lost.

D. The narrator is a student on a field trip.

® A



D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The description of the worn map, compass, and journal suggests the narrator is an
experienced explorer.

24. What feeling does the following sentence evoke: 'The old house stood ona (1 point)
hill overlooking the town. Its windows were dark and seemed to stare out
like empty eyes.'?

A. Joy and happiness
B. Isolation and mystery

C. Warmth and comfort

D. Excitement and adventure

Explanation:

Explanation:

The quote 'The old house stood on a hill overlooking the town. lts windows were dark and
seemed to stare out like empty eyes.' suggests a feeling of isolation and perhaps menace
or mystery.



25. What can you infer from the sentence: 'The scientist paced nervously (1 point)

around the lab, muttering to herself about the impending results of her

experiment.'?

A. The scientist is confident in her experiment.
B. The scientist is bored with her work.

C. The scientist is hungry.

D. The scientist is anxious about the outcome.

®D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The detail about the scientist pacing and muttering indicates anxiety and concern about the
experiment's outcome.

26. The passage reads, 'He spent hours poring over dusty books in the library, (1 point)

often losing track of time until the librarian gently reminded him of the
closing hours.' What does this imply about the character?

A. He has a strong interest in |earning.
B. He is easily distracted.
C. Heis trying to avoid his chores.

D. Heis trying to impress the librarian.

® A



Explanation:

Explanation:

The passage states that the character 'spent hours poring over dusty books,' implying a
strong interest in learning and knowledge.

27. What does the following description suggest about the person described: (1 point)
'Her desk was covered in notes, half-empty coffee cups, and several open
textbooks.'?

A. Sheis a very organized person.
B. She is a minimalist.
C. Sheis working hard and is possibly stressed.

D. She is a student who does not take notes.

®C
D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The phrase 'Her desk was covered in notes, half-empty coffee cups, and several open
textbooks' suggests a busy and perhaps stressful work environment.



28. Read the following passage: 'The wind howled, and the rain lashed against (! point)
the windows. People ran for cover, their faces etched with fear." What can
you infer about the storm?

A. ltis a gentle, pleasant rain.
B. Itis a dangerous and potentially life-threatening storm.
C. ltis a typical summer shower.

D. Itis a man-made weather event.

D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The characters' reactions to the storm suggest it is dangerous and potentially life-
threatening.

29. The passage describes the town as having 'empty streets and boarded-up (1 point)
windows.' What inference can be made about the town?

A. |tis a bustling tourist destination.
B. Itis a new and growing town.
C. ltis preparing for a parade.

D. ltis a town that has fallen into decline.



Explanation:

Explanation:

The description of the empty streets and boarded-up windows implies a town that has fallen
into decline.

30. From the sentence, 'He preferred the company of books to people,' what (1 point)
can you infer about the character?

A. Heis introverted and enjoys solitude.
B. He is arrogant and dislikes everyone.
C. Heis a librarian.

D. Heis a writer.

® A
B

D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The fact that 'he preferred the company of books to people' suggests the character is
introverted and enjoys solitude.

31. A character sits alone by a window, watching the rain fall. No dialogue is (1 Poin)

given. What can you infer about their mood?

Explanation:



Correct Answer: The character is likely feeling somber, pensive, or lonely.

Explanation:

The character's quietness and introspection, combined with the description of a rainy day,
suggest a somber mood. Details about the setting and internal thoughts are crucial for
inference.

32. Someone receives bad news but tries to act unaffected. What can you infer (1 point)

about their true feelings?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: They are likely deeply disappointed but trying to hide it.

Explanation:

If someone is described as 'bitterly disappointed' but tries to hide it, you can infer they care
deeply about the outcome but are also trying to maintain a facade of composure.

33. A person is packing a suitcase and checking flight schedules online. What (1 point)

can you infer they are planning to do?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: They are planning to travel.

Explanation:

Observing someone packing a suitcase and checking flight schedules implies they are
planning a trip. The accumulation of these details leads to the conclusion.

34. A character changes the subject whenever a particular topic is mentioned. (1 point)

What can you infer about their feelings toward that topic?

Explanation:



Correct Answer: The topic likely holds painful or significant memories for them.

Explanation:

If a character meticulously avoids a certain topic and becomes visibly uncomfortable when it
is brought up, it suggests the topic holds painful or significant memories.

35 A diary is found with a lock on it. What can you infer about the person who (! Point)
owns the diary?
Explanation:

Correct Answer: The person values privacy and wants to keep their thoughts secret.

Explanation:

A locked diary suggests the owner values privacy and wants to keep certain thoughts or
experiences secret. The act of locking it is a strong indicator.

36. A person is saving a large amount of money and constantly researching (1 point)
different countries. What can you infer about their plans?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: They are likely planning a long trip abroad or potentially moving to a
new country.

Explanation:

If someone is saving money and researching different countries, you can infer they are
planning a long trip abroad.

37 A person is constantly checking their phone and looking around anXiously. (1 point)

What can you infer?

Explanation:



Correct Answer: They are likely waiting for an important message or person.

Explanation:
Someone constantly checking their phone and looking around anxiously likely indicates
they are waiting for an important message or person.

38. A person is seen wearing worn-out shoes and a tattered coat. What can you (1 point)

infer about their situation?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: They might be experiencing poverty or hardship.

Explanation:
Observing someone with worn-out shoes and a tattered coat suggests they might be
experiencing poverty or hardship. Physical appearance provides clues.

39. A person avoids eye contact and fidgets while answering a question. What (1 point)

can you infer?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: They might be being dishonest or uncomfortable with the topic.

Explanation:

If someone avoids eye contact and fidgets while answering a question, it might suggest
they are being dishonest or are uncomfortable with the topic.

40. A character is always volunteering and helping others. What can you infer (1 point)

about their personality?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: They are likely generous and compassionate.

Explanation:

A character who is always volunteering and helping others likely possesses a generous and
compassionate nature. Consistent actions reveal character traits.



Challenging

41 In a story, a character meticulously checks the locks on all the doors and (1 point)
windows each night, despite living in a gated community with a state-of-the-
art security system. The character also keeps a loaded flashlight by the bed
and often wakes up in the middle of the night, convinced they heard a
noise. What can you infer about the character's emotional state?

A. The character is simply being cautious and responsible.
B. The character is preparing for a potential power outage.
C. The character is experiencing a significant amount of anxiety and fear.
D. The character is following a strict nightly routine.
B

®C
D

Explanation:
Explanation:

The passage strongly implies a sense of unease and anticipation of an impending event.
The protagonist's actions and thoughts reveal a deep-seated anxiety not explicitly stated but
subtly conveyed through the narrative's details.



42. A politician who once campaigned on promises of transparency and (1 point)
integrity is now consistently voting along party lines, even when those lines
contradict their previous statements. Their public appearances seem
carefully scripted, and they avoid answering direct questions from
journalists. What inference can be made about the politician's current
situation?

A. The politician has changed their mind about certain issues.
B. The politician is prioritizing party unity above all else.
C. The politician is skillfully navigating the complexities of political life.

D. The politician has become a puppet, controlled by hidden influences.

C
®D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The comparison to a 'puppet’ suggests the individual is being manipulated or controlled by
external forces, lacking genuine autonomy and driven by concealed influences.



43. (1 point)

A detective enters a room. A single lamp illuminates a table set for one. The
silverware is meticulously arranged, but the plate is untouched. A half-
empty glass of water sits beside the plate, with condensation rings on the
polished surface. A book lies open, face down, beside the table. The
detective makes no immediate comment but scans the room with intense
focus. What is the significance of the described details?

A. They are merely descriptive details to set the scene's atmosphere.
B. They are clues that may hold importance to the story's central mystery.
C. They indicate the detective is easily distracted by trivial matters.

D. They are irrelevant to the overall plot and can be disregarded.

®B

D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The focus on the specific arrangement of items, their state, and the deliberate lack of
explanation subtly indicates the importance of these details to the protagonist and,
consequently, the reader. They are clues to something significant.



44. A person who is always smiling and cheerful is described by others as the (1 point)

‘life of the party.' However, this person frequently isolates themselves,
avoids discussing personal matters, and has difficulty maintaining close
relationships. What inference can be made about this person's emotional
state?

A. The person is genuinely happy and content with their life.
B. The person is secretly plotting against their friends and acquaintances.
C. The person is likely masking inner turmoil and emotional distress.

D. The person is simply introverted and prefers solitude.

®C
D

Explanation:
Explanation:
The contrast between external appearance and internal turmoil strongly suggests repressed

emotions or a hidden struggle. The person's outward actions are masking a deeper,
unspoken conflict.

45. (1 point)
As a hurricane approaches, a character stands on the beach, watching the

waves crash against the shore. They admire the raw power and beauty of
the storm, despite knowing the potential destruction it will bring to their
home and community. What does this reveal about the character's mindset?

A. The character is in denial about the severity of the situation.

B. The character is recklessly endangering themselves for the thrill of it.

C. The character is indifferent to the potential consequences of the hurricane.

D. The character possesses a complex understanding of beauty and destruction.

A



C
®D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The protagonist's seemingly paradoxical actions — appreciating beauty while recognizing
impending doom — suggest a complex emotional response to a situation beyond their
control. It reveals a profound understanding of mortality.

46. A once-passionate activist, who tirelessly campaigned for social justice, (1 point)

now sits silently at meetings, rarely offering opinions or participating in
discussions. They still attend the meetings regularly but seem detached
and disinterested. What can be inferred about this activist's current state of
mind?

A. The activist is strategizing a new and improved campaign strategy.

B. The activist is experiencing disillusionment or burnout.

C. The activist is secretly working against the movement's goals.

D. The activist is simply taking a break from their activism.

Explanation:

Explanation:

The shift in behavior — from active participation to passive observation — suggests a sense
of disillusionment or resignation. The character is no longer invested in the outcome.



47. . ) . (1 point)
A king, surrounded by vast wealth and holding dominion over a powerful

kingdom, spends his days wandering the halls of his palace alone, avoiding
his advisors and family. He rarely smiles and seems burdened by an

invisible weight. What inference can be made about the king's emotional
state?

A. The king is plotting to expand his kingdom and conquer new lands.
B. The king is content and fulfilled with his life of power and privilege.

C. Theking is deeply unhappy and isolated, despite his outward success.

D. The king is simply eccentric and prefers solitude.

®C

D
Explanation:

Explanation:

The juxtaposition of grandeur and isolation highlights the hollowness of the king's
achievements. Despite his power, he is fundamentally alone and unfulfilled.

48. An artisan meticulously crafts a wooden sculpture, carefully carving each (1 point)

detail. However, they deliberately leave small imperfections in the finish,

refusing to sand them away. What is the likely reason for this artistic
choice?

A. The artisan lacks the skill to create a perfect finish.
B. The artisan is rushing to complete the sculpture and doesn't have time for sanding.
C. The artisan is trying to save money on materials and tools.

B The artisan values the imperfections as part of the sculpture's unique character and
*authenticity.



®D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The emphasis on the imperfections and the deliberate choice not to correct them suggest a
deeper appreciation for authenticity and individuality. The artisan values the unique
character of the piece over flawless execution.



