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Introduction

This lesson will guide you through the process of making inferences while reading. We'll [earn how
to "read between the lines" to draw conclusions based on textual evidence and your own
background knowledge. We will follow Bloom's Taxonomy to gradually build your inference skills.

“ 1. Remembering & Understanding (Knowledge Level)

@ What is Inference? @

Inference - is the process of drawing conclusions based on evidence and reasoning. It's more
than just understanding what the author directly states; it's about figuring out what the
author implies or suggests.

Think of it like this: you're a detective, and the text is your crime scene. You need to gather clues
and use them to solve the mystery (understand the deeper meaning).

5 Extra Examples of Inference .
1. Text: "Mark’s hands trembled as he signed the final contract.”
* Possible Inference: Mark is nervous about the commitment.
2. Text: "The sky darkened, and people hurried into shops clutching colorful umbrellas.”
* Possible Inference: It's about to rain heavily.
3. Text: "Her phone buzzed nonstop; she sighed before finally answering.”
* Possible Inference: She's overwhelmed or annoyed by the constant notifications.
4, Text: "David placed the empty plate back on the table with a satisfied smile.”
* Possible Inference: David enjoyed his meal.
5. Text: "Leaves swirled around Jenna's feet as she kicked at the wind."

¢ Possible Inference: It's a windy autumn day and Jenna is playful or restless.

¥ Key Concepts @

¢ /& Explicit Information: Information directly stated in the text.

e /& Implicit Information: Information suggested but not directly stated in the text. This is where
inference comes in.



e (& Prior Knowledge: Your own experiences, knowledge, and understanding of the world.

e /7 Textual Evidence: Specific details, facts, and statements from the text.

1 Formula for Inference £

- Textual Evidence + Prior Knowledge = Inference

#F Exam pI'E Fa

Text: "The child clutched a worn teddy bear, eyes red and swollen. Her mother held her hand tightly
as they walked into the sterile-smelling building."

* Textual Evidence: Worn teddy bear, red and swollen eyes, mother holding hand tightly, sterile-
smelling building.

* Prior Knowledge: Sterile buildings often associate with hospitals or clinics, red/swollen eyes
might mean crying, children often carry toys for comfort.

e Inference: The child is likely upset and is going to a doctor or hospital.

5 More Inference Examples |
1. Text: "Carlos tossed his jacket over the chair and collapsed onto the sofa.”
¢ |Inference: He's exhausted after a long day.
2. Text: "A single candle flickered in the dark, empty room."

¢ |nference: Someone is alone or afraid.

(V¥

. Text: "The bell rang, and students darted out of the classroom like birds from a cage.”

¢ [nference: They were eager to leave school.

4, Text: "Anna wiped the sweat from her brow and leaned on the fence, watching the finish line."

o [nference: She just completed a race and is tired but proud.
5. Text: "“Tom’s eyes stayed glued to his phone screen, even as the waiter approached.”

¢ |nference: He's very engrossed or distracted by something on his phone.

2| Practice (Remembering & Understanding) [}
1. Define: What is explicit information?
2. Define: What is implicit information?

3. Explain: How do prior knowledge and textual evidence work together to create an inference?



. Il. Applying & Analyzing (Application & Analysis Level)

%  Applying Inference Skills =~

Now, let's practice applying our understanding of inference to different texts.

ik Examples [

Example 1:
Text: "John slammed the door, scattering papers across the floor. He threw his briefcase onto the
couch and kicked off his shoes. He muttered, ‘Another day, another disaster."

e What can you infer about John's day?
* Possible Inference: John had a bad day at work. He's frustrated and stressed.

Example 2:
Text: "The sun beat down relentlessly. Sweat trickled down Maria's forehead as she pushed the

lawnmower back and forth, back and forth, The only sound was the buzzing of insects and the
rhythmic whir of the mower.”

¢ What can you infer about Maria’s feelings towards mowing the lawn?
* Possible Inference: Maria finds mowing the lawn tedious and tiring. She probably doesn't
enjoy it.
5 Additional Applying Examples

Example 3:
Text: “Liam stared at the empty plate, then knocked the crumbs into his palm and examined them.”

e Inference: He's curious or disappointed by how little was left.
Example 4:
Text: “A tear rolled down Emily’s cheek as she closed the photo album."

¢ Inference: She’s feeling nostalgic or sad.
Example 5:
Text: "Marcus tapped his foot impatiently while glancing at his watch.”

e Inference: He's waiting and growing impatient.
Example 6:
Text: “The library doors locked with a click as the last student |eft."

¢ Inference: The library is now closed.
Example 7:
Text: "Hannah hummed a cheerful tune as she watered her garden.”

* |nference: She's happy and enjoying her gardening.

@, Analyzing Inferences @



Analyzing involves breaking down the text to identify the specific pieces of evidence that support
your inference.

Example (Using Example 1 Above):
* Inference: John had a bad day at work. He's frustrated and stressed.
e Supporting Textual Evidence:
¢ "Slammed the door": Shows anger and frustration.
e "Scattering papers": Indicates a lack of care or control.

e "Another day, another disaster™: Directly expresses negative feelings about his day.

#" Practice (Applying & Analyzing) #"

Read the following passage and answer the questions:

"The old woman sat on the park bench, feeding the pigeons. Crumbs of bread scattered around her
feet, and the birds cooed and fluttered excitedly. She smiled gently, her eyes crinkling at the
corners. A young couple walked by, hand in hand, laughing softly."

1. Infer: What is the old woman feeling?
2. Analyze: What textual evidence supports your inference about the old woman's feelings?

3. Infer: What is the relationship between the young couple?

& lIl. Evaluating & Creating (Evaluation & Creation Level) 5

Evaluating Inferences

Not all inferences are created equal. Some are stronger and more supported by the text than
others. When evaluating an inference, consider:

= - Strength of Evidence: How directly does the textual evidence support the inference? Is
there a lot of evidence, or just a little?

. Plausibility: How likely is the inference based on your prior knowledge and understanding
of the world? Does it seem reasonable?

. Alternative Interpretations: Are there other possible inferences that could be drawn from
the same evidence? Are those alternatives more plausible?

# Creating Inferences (Writing) +

Now, let's practice creating your own inferences by writing short passages that imply certain things
without stating them directly.



Example:

Goal: Imply that a character is nervous before a big presentation.

Passage: “Sarah adjusted her tie for the tenth time in as many minutes. Her palms were slick with
sweat, and her heart hammered against her ribs like a trapped bird. She took a deep breath, trying
to still the tremor in her hands."

/# 5 More Creating Examples &
1. Goal: Imply that a character is excited about good news.

» Passage: "Ethan’s grin stretched from ear to ear as he bounced on his toes. He could
barely sit still, fingers tapping a rapid beat on the tabletop."

2. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling guilty.

* Passage: "Mia avoided making eye contact, her cheeks flushed as she tucked a strand of
hair behind her ear. She bit her lip, staring at the floor."

3. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling hopeful.

» Passage: "Jade watched the sunrise, her eyes glistening. She whispered a silent wish and
clasped her hands together."

4. Goal: Imply that a character is ashamed.

* Passage: "Leo shuffled his feet and cleared his throat. He tugged at the hem of his shirt,
gaze fixed on the ground.”

5. Goal: Imply that a character is feeling triumphant.

e Passage: "Rita threw her arms aloft with a victorious shout. Her chest heaved with pride,
and a triumphant smile lit her face.”

& Practice (Evaluating & Creating) ®

1. Evaluate: Read the following inference based on the passage about John (from earlier): "John is
planning to quit his job." How strong is this inference? What textual evidence supports it?
What alternative interpretations are possible?

2. Create: Write a short passage that implies that a character is sad or lonely without explicitly
stating it.

& Conclusion ¥

Making inferences is a vital skill for understanding literature, interpreting information, and
communicating effectively. By practicing the steps outlined in this lesson, you can become a more
skilled and insightful reader. Remember to always consider both the textual evidence and your own
prior knowledge when drawing conclusions. Good luck, detective!

Standard Questions



1 The old house stood on a hill overlooking the town. The garden was (1 point)

overgrown with weeds, and the paint was peeling from the walls. What can

you infer about the house's history?

A. [t was recently renovated.
B. It has been neglected for some time.
C. Itis a popular tourist attraction.

D. Itis a new construction.

®B

D

Explanation:

Explanation:

The passage implies that the old house had been neglected for a long time, as indicated by
the 'overgrown garden' and 'peeling paint'. Therefore, the most likely reason is a lack of

care.

| couldn’t sleep last night. My stomach felt like it was full of butterflies. (I point)

Tomorrow is the day. What can you infer about the narrator?

A. The narrator is excited to go on vacation.
B. The narrator is looking forward to a party.
C. The narrator feels anxious about an upcoming performance.

D. The narrator is planning a surprise for someone.



D

Explanation:

Explanation:

Based on the information given, we can infer that the narrator feels anxious about the
upcoming performance because they are having trouble sleeping and feel nervous.

3. sarah looked at the clear blue sky. There wasn't a cloud in sight, but she (1 point)
grabbed her umbrella before leaving the house. What can you infer about
Sarah?

A. She is prepared for possible rain.
B. She enjoys carrying an umbrella.
C. She is afraid of the sun.

D. She forgot to check the weather forecast.

oA
B

Explanation:

Explanation:

Since Sarah brings an umbrella, despite the lack of rain, we can infer that she anticipates it
might rain later, showing she is being prepared.



4. parked the car a few blocks away and started walking towards the (1 point)

stadium. | could hear the distant roar even from here." What does this imply

about the stadium?

A. The stadium is located in a quiet area.
B. The stadium is closed for renovations.
C. The stadium is empty.

D. The stadium is hosting a large event.

A
B
C
®D

Explanation:

Explanation:
From the phrase 'l could hear the distant roar', we can infer that there is a significant crowd
present at the location.

5. John was carefully folding his clothes and placing them in a suitcase. What (! point)

can you infer about John?

A. Johnis doing laundry.
B. John is preparing for a trip.
C. Johnis moving to a new house.

D. John is organizing his closet.



Explanation:

Explanation:
The act of packing a suitcase suggests that the person is planning a trip or journey.

6. Every time | asked him about the missing money, he avoided eye contact (1 point)

and started to stammer. What can you infer about the character's feelings?
A. He is happy and excited.
B. He is feeling confident.
C. He is nervous or uncomfortable.

D. He is feeling indifferent.

®C
D

Explanation:

Explanation:
The character's behavior of avoiding eye contact and stammering suggests nervousness or
discomfort.

7. The doctor told me it would take months for my leg to fully recover after the (1 Point)
surgery. What can you infer about the severity of the injury?

A. The injury is minor.
B. The injury is serious.
C. The injury is imaginary.

D. The injury is already healed.



D

Explanation:
Explanation:

The text says it will take 'months' to recover, which suggests that the injury is serious.

8- The home team used to be cheered loudly every game. Now, you could hear (! PO

a pin drop in the stadium, even when they scored. What does this imply

about the team and its fans?

A. The team used to be better, and fans are disappointed with current performance.
B. The team has improved, and fans are more focused now.
C. The stadium's acoustics have changed.

D. The team changed their colors.

® A

D

Explanation:

Explanation:
From the passage, we can tell that the team was once highly regarded but recently have
been performing poorly. This is why the fans are now becoming quiet.



9. The person in the white lab coat was carefully pouring liquid from one (1 point)

beaker to another, meticulously recording the data in a notebook. What is
most likely happening?

A. They are cooking a meal.
B. They are painting a picture.
C. They are performing a magic trick.

D. They are conducting a science experiment.

A
B
C
®D

Explanation:

Explanation:

Given that the character is wearing a lab coat, using beakers, and recording data, it is
highly probable that they are conducting a science experiment.

10. The streets were eerily quiet; usually, at this time of day, the market square (1 point)

is bustling with people. What can you infer?

A. Aparade is taking place.
B. Most people are away or it is a holiday.
C. There is a traffic jam.

D. Aconcert is happening nearby.



Explanation:

Explanation:

The passage notes that it was 'eerily quiet', which is unusual for a place that's usually
bustling and busy. Thus, a likely inference is that most people are away or it is a holiday.

1. A character sighs and says, 'Well, | guess the picnic is off.” What can you (1 point)

infer about their true feelings regarding the cancellation of the picnic, even
if they say it's "okay'?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: Disappointment or frustration.

Explanation:

The character's internal monologue reveals their disappointment and frustration with the
unexpected rain ruining their plans, even though they outwardly express acceptance.

12. sSomeone gives you Very detailed, step-by-step instructions for a simple (1 point)
task, repeating some steps. What can you infer about what they think of
your ability to do the task?

Explanation:

Correct Answer: They don't think you can do it easily or accurately without help.

Explanation:

The repeated reminders and careful instructions strongly suggest the person giving them
doubts the other's ability to remember or perform the task correctly without specific
guidance.

13. You ask a friend about an event you know they attended, and they quickly (1 point)
change the subject without giving details. What can you infer about their
experience at the event or their willingness to share it?

Explanation:



Correct Answer: They didn't enjoy the event or they don't want to talk about it.

Explanation:

The abrupt ending of communication and avoidance of a specific topic indicates a desire to
avoid the subject and potentially indicates discomfort or guilt.

4. Someone avoids eye contact, fidgets, and gives short, vague answers when (1 point)
you ask them a direct question. What can you infer about their truthfulness
or comfort level?

Explanation:
Correct Answer: They are likely uncomfortable or being dishonest.

Explanation:

The described behaviors like avoiding eye contact, fidgeting, and giving short answers
indicate discomfort, nervousness, or potentially dishonesty.

13- You see someone create a beautiful wooden sculpture using only very old, (1 Point)
worn-out tools. What can you infer about their skill as a craftsman?
Explanation:

Correct Answer: They are very skilled.

Explanation:

The contrast between the old tools and the beautifully crafted item implies that the person

has considerable skill and talent, exceeding what one might expect from the available
resources.

16. (1 point)

Explanation:



