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Creative Writing Prompt:

Imagine a world where dreams can be recorded and replayed. One morning, you wake up after having a
particularly vivid dream that you believe holds the key to an unresolved mystery in your life. Write a story
about your quest to uncover the truth behind your dream, facing unexpected challenges and revelations along
the way.

Guidelines for Scoring High:
= Originality and Creativity:

1. Introduce unique elements that distinguish your story from typical narratives about dreams.

2. Use inventive language and stylistic devices such as metaphors, similes, and symbolism to
enrich the narrative.

3. Develop an original theme or twist that surprises and captivates the reader.

Example for high scoring:



Instead of a typical dream analysis, your character could discover that their dream scenes are being
manipulated by someone else, adding a layer of intrigue.

o Structure and Organization:

o Ensure your story has a clear introduction, an engaging middle, and a satisfying conclusion.
o Use well-organized paragraphs and transitions to maintain a smooth flow of events.
o Build the plot in a logical sequence that enhances the thematic depth of the story.

Example for high scoring:

Start with a brief introduction of the dream recording technology, followed by the protagonist’s
discovery of the dream, escalating to the investigation, and culminating in an unexpected resolution.

e Character and Setting Development:

o Create multidimensional characters with distinct motivations, conflicts, and growth.

o Describe settings vividly to make them feel real and significant to the plot and character
development.

o Use the interactions between characters to advance the plot and deepen the narrative.

Example for high scoring:

Your protagonist could be a skeptical detective who gradually becomes more open to the supernatural
aspects of the dream world, influencing their personal and professional life.

e Language and Style:

o Employ a rich vocabulary and vary your sentence structure to keep the narrative dynamic and
engaging.

o Consistently use a narrative voice and tone that match the theme and setting of your story.

o Include stylistic elements that enhance the mood—dark, mysterious, or exhilarating—as
appropriate.

Example for high scoring:

When describing the dream sequences, use fluid, lyrical prose to contrast with the more
straightforward, crisp dialogue in the waking world scenes.

e Engagement and Impact:

o Write in a way that keeps the reader's interest from start to finish, using tension and pacing
effectively.

o Provoke emotional responses by exploring themes that resonate on a personal or universal level.

o Aim for a conclusion that leaves a lasting impression, whether it's thought-provoking or provides
closure.

Example for high scoring:

Throughout the story, weave in philosophical questions about reality and perception, challenging the
reader to consider what is real.

1. Write your Creative Essay here (1 point)




Persuasive Writing Prompt:

Given the increasing concern over environmental sustainability, argue for or against the implementation of a
substantial tax on single-use plastics in retail and food industries.
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Background Information:

The accumulation of plastic waste has become a critical environmental issue. Each year, millions of tons of
single-use plastics are discarded, ending up in landfills and oceans, posing threats to wildlife and ecosystems.
In response, some countries have proposed or implemented taxes on single-use plastics as a measure to
reduce consumption and encourage the use of sustainable alternatives. This policy aims to shift industry
standards and consumer behavior towards more environmentally friendly practices, though it has sparked
debate regarding its economic impact and effectiveness.

Guidelines for Scoring High:

¢ Clear Position and Argumentation:
o Clearly state your position early in the essay—whether you support or oppose the tax.
o Develop a strong, persuasive argument by presenting compelling reasons and evidence.
o Address and refute counterarguments to strengthen your stance.



Example for high scoring:

e [farguing for the tax: Highlight data on reduced plastic waste in regions where similar taxes have been
successful. Mention alternatives to single-use plastics and how the tax encourages their adoption.

¢ Organization and Coherence:

o Organize the essay logically with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion.
o Use transitions effectively to connect ideas and paragraphs.
o Ensure each paragraph focuses on a specific argument supporting your overall position.

Example for high scoring:

e Use paragraphs to first introduce the problem with plastic pollution, then detail the benefits of the tax,
followed by rebuttals to common objections.

e Evidence and Support:

o Use factual evidence, statistics, and quotes from credible sources to back up your claims.
o Explain how each piece of evidence supports your arguments.
o Ensure your sources are up-to-date and relevant to the topic.

Example for high scoring:

o Cite studies showing a decrease in plastic use following tax implementation, and statements from
environmental groups endorsing such policies.

e Persuasive Techniques:
o Use rhetorical questions, emotive language, and repetition of key points to persuade the reader.
o Engage the reader by discussing the broader impact of the issue on future generations and global

health.
o Utilize a call to action to make the conclusion impactful.

Example for high scoring:

e End with a call to action, urging readers to consider the long-term environmental benefits over short-
term economic costs.

e Clarity and Style:

o Maintain clarity of expression and avoid overly complex sentences that could confuse the reader.
o Adopt a formal tone appropriate for a persuasive essay.
o Be concise and precise in your language to maintain the reader's interest and understanding.

Example for high scoring:

e Use clear, direct language when making points; for example, "The tax directly incentivizes businesses
to innovate sustainable alternatives, thereby accelerating environmental progress."

By focusing on these elements and structuring your essay effectively, you can develop a persuasive argument
that not only clearly states your position but also engages and convinces the reader of its validity.



2. Write your essay here (1 point)




