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Persuasive Essay : Alternative energy

Prompt: Can alternative energy effectively replace fossil fuels?

(&)

Background Information: The global energy crisis and environmental concerns have led to an increased focus on
finding sustainable and clean energy sources. Fossil fuels, such as coal, oil, and natural gas, have been the primary
energy sources for decades. However, they are finite resources and contribute significantly to environmental pollution
and climate change. Alternative energy sources, such as solar, wind, hydroelectric, and geothermal power, are
considered more sustainable and environmentally friendly. This essay will explore whether alternative energy can
effectively replace fossil fuels, considering aspects such as technological feasibility, economic impact, and
environmental benefits.

Writing Guide

Introduction:

¢ Begin with a hook to grab the reader’s attention. This could be a striking fact or statistic about fossil fuel
consumption or its environmental impact.

* Provide background information on the current reliance on fossil fuels and the rise of alternative energy sources.

e State your thesis clearly, indicating your position on whether alternative energy can effectively replace fossil fuels.

Body Paragraphs:
Paragraph 1: Technological Feasibility

¢ Explain the current state of technology for both fossil fuels and alternative energy.
e Discuss advancements in alternative energy technologies.
e Provide examples of successful implementation of alternative energy in various regions or countries.

Paragraph 2: Economic Impact

* Analyze the economic implications of transitioning from fossil fuels to alternative energy.

e Consider job creation, industry growth, and potential economic benefits.

* Address potential economic challenges, such as the cost of transitioning and the impact on industries reliant on
fossil fuels.

Paragraph 3: Environmental Benefits

e Highlight the environmental advantages of alternative energy sources.
e Compare the environmental impact of fossil fuels and alternative energy.
e Discuss how alternative energy can contribute to combating climate change and reducing pollution.



Counterarguments:

¢ Acknowledge the arguments against the feasibility of alternative energy replacing fossil fuels.
e Provide rebuttals to these counterarguments with evidence and logical reasoning.

Conclusion:

e Summarize the key points made in the body paragraphs.

e Restate your thesis in light of the arguments presented.

¢ End with a call to action or a thought-provoking statement about the future of energy consumption.

Rubric for Scoring

Criteria

Thesis
Statement

Introduction

Argument
Developme
nt

Use of
Evidence

Organizatio
n

Counterarg
uments

Conclusion

Grammar
and
Mechanics

Style and
Tone

Excellent (A)

Clear, concise, and
well-defined

Engaging and
informative

Well-developed, logical,
and supported by
evidence

Strong, relevant, and
well-integrated

Clear, logical, and easy
to follow

Addressed thoroughly
with strong rebuttals

Strong and effective,
reinforces thesis

Free of errors

Engaging and
appropriate for
audience

Good (B)

Clear and
concise

Clear and
relevant

Logical and
supported

Relevant and
sufficient

Mostly clear and
logical

Addressed with
adequate
rebuttals

Clear and
reinforces thesis

Few minor errors

Appropriate and
clear

Satisfactory (C)

Present but vague

Adequate but lacks
engagement

Sufficiently
developed

Adequate but not
well-integrated

Somewhat
organized but may
be confusing

Mentioned with
minimal rebuttals

Adequate but weak

Noticeable errors
but not distracting

Acceptable but may

lack engagement

Needs
Improvement (D)

Unclear or weakly
stated

Vague or lacks
context

Lacks
development or
evidence

Insufficient or
weak evidence

Disorganized or
difficult to follow

Poorly addressed
or lacking
rebuttals

Lacks
reinforcement of
thesis

Frequent errors,
somewhat
distracting

Inconsistent or
inappropriate

Poor (F)
Absent or off-
topic
Irrelevant or
missing

Poorly
developed or
unsupported

Little to no
evidence

Lacks
organization

Not addressed

Missing or
irrelevant

Numerous
errors, very
distracting

Inappropriate
or unclear

By following this guide and rubric, students can craft a well-structured and compelling persuasive essay on whether
alternative energy can effectively replace fossil fuels, while ensuring they meet the criteria for a high grade.
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Creative Writing Essay Prompt

Prompt:

You are an intrepid traveler who suddenly lost contact with the outside world for over a week on your latest adventure. You
have decided to write a memoir, filled with the emotion and drama of your experiences.

Background Information:

During your adventure, you encountered various challenges and thrilling moments that tested your resilience and
adaptability. Your memoir should capture the essence of being isolated and the eventual reconnection with the outside
world.

Instructions:

Write a complete narrative, taking care to convey the dramatic nature of the story to the audience. Use diary entries,
photographs, and other notes, as well as your own ideas in your writing.

Visual Guide:



Day one of this unsettling experience. The people  have met seem kind, but I feel there is an underlying dishonesty

about them.1 have no idea how long I will remain isolated from the outside world...

James: We tried to call you about 30 times. We emailed, we texted...

Mia: We even called your parents, hospitals, and the police, it was like you had just disappeared. We've been so

worried...

Writing Guide

Introduction:

¢ Start with a compelling hook to draw the reader in, perhaps a vivid description of the moment you realized you were

cut off from the world.
¢ Provide a brief background of your journey and the initial excitement or purpose behind it.
¢ Set the tone for your narrative—whether it's suspenseful, reflective, or adventurous.

Diary Entries:

¢ Entry 1: Day One of Isolation
o Describe your initial observations and feelings.
o Highlight the environment and people around you, hinting at the underlying tension or mystery.
e Entry 2: Mid-Experience
o Detail the challenges you faced and your strategies for coping.
o Reflect on any personal growth or realizations during this period.
¢ Entry 3: The Day of Reconnection
o Narrate the events leading up to your reconnection with the outside world.
o Express the emotional impact of regaining contact and the reactions of your loved ones.

Body Paragraphs:

¢ Challenges and Solutions

o Describe specific incidents that posed significant challenges.

o Explain how you overcame these obstacles, emphasizing your resourcefulness and resilience.
* Interactions with Others

o Provide detailed descriptions of the people you encountered.

o Explore their roles in your story and any suspicions or bonds that developed.
e Emotional Journey

o Reflect on your emotional state throughout the experience.

o Discuss any fears, hopes, and changes in perspective.

Conclusion:
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e Summarize the key experiences and lessons learned.
¢ Reflect on how this adventure has changed you.
e End with a powerful statement or a look towards the future, leaving the reader with a lasting impression.

Rubric for Scoring

Criteria

Narrative
Engagement

Diary Entries

Character and
Setting
Description

Plot
Development

Excellent (A)

Compelling and
immersive

Vivid, emotional, and
detailed

Rich and detailed

Well-structured with
clear progression

Good (B)

Engaging and
interesting

Clear and
descriptive

Clear and
informative

Logical and
coherent

Satisfactory (C)

Adequate but
may lack depth

Present but lacks
depth

Adequate but
lacks richness

Basic structure
but lacks
complexity

Needs
Improvement (D)

Somewhat engaging
but lacks
consistency

Vague or lacks detail

Incomplete or vague

Disorganized or
difficult to follow

Poor (F)

Unengaging or
off-topic

Missing or
irrelevant

Minimal or

missing

Lacks clear
structure



