
CTJan27 Online Year 8 2024 English Practice Test 01 -
Pursuasive Essay

Topic: "Is Technology More Beneficial Than Harmful to Students?"

Introductory Passage:
In the 21st century, technology has become an integral part of our daily lives, especially in education. 
Students are increasingly using various forms of technology for learning, social interaction, and 
entertainment. While technology offers access to a wealth of information and resources, it also 
presents challenges such as distractions, decreased physical activity, and potential impacts on mental 
health. Some argue that the benefits of technology, like enhancing learning and global connectivity, 
far outweigh its drawbacks. Others believe that the over-reliance on technology may hinder social 
skills and encourage a sedentary lifestyle. As we navigate this digital era, it is crucial to evaluate the 
role of technology in students' lives.

Essay Question:
Write a persuasive essay discussing whether technology is more beneficial than harmful to students. 
In your essay, consider both the advantages and disadvantages of technology use among students 
and express your viewpoint on the topic.

Guide for Writing the Essay:
Introduction:

Start with an engaging opening to captivate the reader's interest. This could be a startling fact, a 
rhetorical question, or a brief anecdote related to technology.Provide a brief overview of the 
role of technology in students' lives.State your thesis clearly, outlining your position on the 
impact of technology on students.

Body Paragraphs:

Paragraph 1:
Discuss the first key point supporting your position. If you're arguing that technology is 
beneficial, you might focus on educational opportunities. If you're arguing that it's 
harmful, you might discuss distractions and reduced physical activity.Use specific 
examples, statistics, or studies to back up your argument.

Paragraph 2:
Address a second point, such as the impact of technology on social skills or its role in 
global connectivity.Support this point with concrete evidence and examples.

Paragraph 3 (Optional):
Acknowledge a counterargument to demonstrate a balanced perspective. Provide a 
rebuttal to reinforce your stance.

Conclusion:

Summarize your main arguments.Restate your thesis in a compelling way, reinforcing your 
overall viewpoint.

Conclude with a memorable closing thought, such as a call to action, a future prediction, or an 
impactful question.

Writing Tips:

Use persuasive and engaging language to make a strong case.
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Ensure smooth transitions between paragraphs for better readability.

Focus on clarity and conciseness in your writing.

Proofread for grammar and spelling errors to maintain professionalism.

Write with conviction; your passion for the topic should come through in your essay.
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