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COMPREHENSION:  Assuming Causes and Predicting Effects 
Sometimes,  writers  don’t  directly  explain a  cause  or  effect.  Instead,  they suggest  it.  This  lesson shows you how to  
“read between the lines” and find implied causes and effects. 
 
Sometimes, we want to say something, but we don’t want to just “tell it like it is.” So, like writers, we use suggestion 
to get our point across. In the previous lesson, you saw how writers can use suggestion to convey their main idea. 
But suggestion works at all levels; supporting ideas and even specific details can be implied, too. This lesson focuses 
on two specific types of suggestion: implied cause and implied effect. 
 
First,  here’s  a  quick  review.  A  cause is a person or thing that makes something happen. An effect is the change 
created by an action or cause. Cause tells you why something happened; effect tells you what happened as a result 
of that action. 
 
FINDING IMPLIED CAUSE 
Task 1: Imagine that you have a classmate named Len. He walks into the room and looks upset.  You know he has 
just met with the principal.  You know that he’s been late for school a lot lately and that he’s been cutting classes.  
You also know that Len’s parents would go crazy if they knew what Len was doing. When Len walks into the room, 
he doesn’t say anything to you. Can you guess why he’s upset?  

a. He has to do extra assignments to make up for being late. 
b. He is going to be transferred to another class. 
c. He’s just found out the principal has told his parents. 

 
You can use the same process to determine an implied cause when you read. Here’s how Len’s problem might look 
in a reading passage: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On a  reading test,  you might  be  asked to  identify  why Len is  upset.  This  question asks  you to  identify  the  cause.  
Again, the clues add up to one thing: That Len’s parents have been informed of his behaviour.  
 
Writers suggest cause in many ways. In the passage above, the clues are mostly action clues—what people said and 
did. Clues can also come in the form of details, word choice, and style.  
 
 
 
 

Len was late for school for the ninth time in three weeks. In the last month, he’d cut Biology five 
times and Social Studies twelve times. His parents would ground him for life if they knew he’d 
been skipping classes. He looked nervous when he was called to the principal’s office. A few 
minutes later, when he came back, he looked extremely upset. He walked past his classmates 
without saying a word and put his head down on the desk.  
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Task 2: For example, look at the following passage: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This writer could have simply said, “Dennis was scared..  He was afraid of heights.”Instead, she suggests the cause of 
Dennis’s fear. How does the writer do this?  Comment on the writer’s style: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Task 3:  Below  is  an  excerpt  from  a  short  story.  Read  the  passage  carefully,  and  then  circle  the  answers  of  the  
questions that follow.  

Anne sat with her feet up on the couch, drinking a Coke. She heard footsteps by the front door. Brenda was 
right on time, as usual. Never a minute early or late—for her, everything was very exact. Anne placed her feet on 
the floor, reached for the remote and turned off the television. She knew Brenda would demand her complete 
attention. She knew Brenda would hang up her coat in the closet by the door (third hanger from the left) and then 
head to the kitchen for her daily inspection (exactly seven steps). She knew this because they had been roommates 
for six months. Taking a deep breath, she thought about what she would say to Brenda. She waited and watched 
from her  spot on the couch. 

A moment later, Brenda stepped into the kitchen and surveyed the scene. Anne watched her expression, 
watched her eyes focus on the sink, and watched her face sadden when she saw the dishes piled high. Looking at 
the  dishes,  Brenda  said  disappointedly,  “I  don’t  believe  what  I’m  seeing.  I  thought  we  agreed  to  share  the  
responsibilities. I thought it was your turn to clean the kitchen this week.” 

“I  haven’t gotten to them yet,”  Anne replied. “I’ve been busy. Relax. I’ve got all  night.” She walked into the 
kitchen and added her empty glass to the top of the pile.  

Brenda fumed. “You know I’m having company tonight! Somehow I thought you would have done your 
share in the kitchen. If we want to remain roommates, things have to change. ”  

The phone rang, and Anne darted to answer it. 
Brenda said in the background, “Anne, please tell them to call back, we need to settle this now. I told you I’m 

having company soon.” Anne ignored Brenda’s comment and continued to engage in conversation with a good 
friend of hers. “Did I ever tell you about the time when. . . . ” 
 
Questions 
Circle the letter of the correct answer. 
1. Why does Brenda get angry? 

a. because Anne is unfriendly. 
b. because she had a bad day at work. 
c. because Anne didn’t do the dishes. 
d. because Anne is lazy. 

Dennis was scared—really scared. His knees were weak. He looked down, 20 feet, to the water 
below. He looked up again, quickly. He tried to think of something else. He tried to reassure 
himself.  “It’s only 20 feet!” he said aloud. But that only made it sound worse. Twenty feet! He 
felt dizzy and hot.  
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2. Why didn’t Anne do the dishes? 
a. because she didn’t have time to do them. 
b. because she wanted to start a fight. 
c. because she was too lazy. 
d. because she wants Brenda to get a new roommate. 

 
3. What does Anne do that shows she doesn’t intend to shoulder her share of the responsibilities? 

a. She turns off the television. 
b. She begins to wash the dishes in the sink. 
c. She always helps around the house. 
d. She talks on the phone with a good friend. 

 
FINDING IMPLIED EFFECTS 
Just as writers can imply cause, they can also suggest effects. In the practice passage you just read, Anne clearly had 
a specific goal. She purposely decided not to do the dishes in an act of rebellion. Why? You know a little bit about 
Anne and Brenda from the passage. Use that knowledge to answer the following question. 
 
Task 4: What do you think Anne was hoping to achieve? What effect do you think she was looking for?  

a. that Brenda would do the dishes herself for once 
b. that Brenda would get herself a new roommate 
c. that Brenda would stop being so neat and so regimented 

 
What clues from the passage tell you this? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Task 5:  The passage doesn’t directly say so, but from these clues, you can conclude that Anne’s personality is clearly 
more relaxed than Brenda’s.  That’s why she didn’t do the dishes and that’s also why she gladly took a phone call.  
But will she get the effect she hoped for? Take another look at the passage, paying close attention to the end. What 
do you think? Will Anne get her wish? Will Brenda change her ways? Why do you think so? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Task 6: Imagine that there has been a robbery in your apartment building. The victim is Mr. Ash, who lives a few 
doors down the hall. Below are two passages. One is a statement by the building manager, Mr. Billings. The other is 
a statement from Ms.Wilkins, who lives next door to Mr.Ash. Read their statements carefully and answer the 
question that follows. Use their statements to predict some effects. What will happen as a result of the robbery? 
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Mr. Billings (building manager): This is the third robbery this month. Each time, thieves have gotten past building 
security. Each time, the thieves stole everything in the victim’s apartment. Yet each time, the security officers claim 
they didn’t see anything unusual. 
 
Ms. Wilkins (Mr. Ash’s neighbor): Well, Mr. Ash is a carefree man. I knock on his door and he hollers, “Come in!” I 
just push the door open because it’s never locked. He often forgets things, too. He forgets where he parked his car or 
where he put his keys. One time, I found him in the hall searching through his bags. He couldn’t find his keys, but it 
didn’t matter; the door was open anyway. And he left it open the day he was robbed. He’s really shaken up by this. 
He says he can’t trust anybody anymore. 
 
Questions 
Which of the following are likely to happen as a result of the robbery? What effects do these statements suggest? 
Circle the numbers of the correct answers. 

1. Building security will be tightened. 
2. Tenants will have to notify security before moving furniture out of the building. 
3. The security officers will be fired. 
4. The security officers will be thoroughly questioned. 
5. Security cameras will be installed throughout the building. 
6. Mr. Ash will get his things back. 
7. Mr. Ash will be more careful with his keys. 
8. Mr. Ash will get new locks on his door. 
9. Mr. Ash will keep his door locked. 
10. Some tenants will move out of the building. 

 
SUMMARY 
Writers  will  often  suggest  causes  and  effects  without  explicitly  stating  them.  You  can  use  clues  in  the  text  to  
uncover these implied ideas. These clues can come in the form of action (what people say or do), specific details, 
word choice, tone, and style. Active readers look carefully at what people say and do and pay particular attention to 
details, word choice, and tone. By adding up these clues, they can determine implied cause and effect. 
 
Skill Building until Next Time 
Watch people today and observe how they are behaving. Do they seem happy? Sad? Angry? See if you can guess the 
cause of their emotion or behaviour. What clues can you uncover? Are they reading a letter? Talking with 
someone? Waiting for something? Why might they be acting this way? For example, if you see a man at a bus stop 
pacing back and forth and checking his watch every 30 seconds, you can infer that the bus is late or that he’s late 
for an appointment. 
 
 
 

Passages extracted from 2009, Learning Express, LLC. 
Images retrieved from : http://www.google.com.au/search? 
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VOCABULARY: Latin Word Roots  

Do you know when to use accept instead of except? Ensure instead of assure? Incredulous instead of incredible? 
Using the right word can make the difference between confusion and clarity—and have a huge impact on your 
exam score. This lesson briefly reviews some of the most common homophones and then focuses on commonly 
confused words that you are likely to encounter on your exam.  
 
Here is a list of 25 commonly confused word sets  
allude v. to make an indirect reference to. 
elude v. 1. to escape from or evade, especially by cleverness, daring, or skill 2. to be incomprehensible to, escape the 
understanding of. 
 
appraise v. 1. to evaluate 2. to establish value or estimate the worth of. 
apprise v. to give notice or information to; to make aware of, inform. 
 
ascent n. 1. an upward slope 2. a movement upward, advancement. 
assent n. agreement; concurrence; consent. 
 
censor  v. to forbid the publication, distribution, or other public dissemination of something because it is considered 
obscene or otherwise politically or morally unacceptable; n. an official who reviews books, films, etc. to remove 
what is considered morally, politically, or otherwise objectionable. 
censure n. expression of strong criticism or disapproval; a rebuke or condemnation; v. to criticize strongly, rebuke, 
condemn. 
sensor n. a device that receives and responds to a stimulus such as light, smoke, etc. 
 
cue  n. 1. a signal, such as a word or action, given to prompt or remind someone of something; a hint or suggestion 
2. a line of waiting people or vehicles; a queue. 
queue n. 1.  a  line  of  waiting  people  or  vehicles  2.  (in  information  processing)  an  ordered  list  of  tasks  to  be  
performed or sequence of programs awaiting processing. 
 
decent adj. 1. conforming to what is socially or morally suitable or correct 2. meeting acceptable standards; 
sufficient, adequate. 
descent  n. 1. the act of descending or moving downward; a downward slope or movement 2. hereditary derivation; 
lineage. 
dissent v. 1.  to  differ  in  opinion,  disagree  2.  to  withhold  approval  or  assent;  n. 1. a difference of opinion 2. 
nonconformity. 
 
deprecate v. to express disapproval of; to belittle, depreciate. 
depreciate v. 1. to diminish in price or value; to lessen the worth of 2. to think or speak of as being of little worth; to 
belittle. 
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disburse v. to pay out. 
disperse v. 1. to separate and scatter in different directions; to cause to do so 2. to distribute widely, disseminate. 
 
disinterested adj. impartial or unbiased, free of selfish motives or interests. 
uninterested adj. not interested; having no care or interest in knowing. 
 
elicit v. 1. to call forth or draw out; to provoke 2. to deduce or derive by reasoning. 
illicit adj. illegal, forbidden by law; contrary to accepted morality or convention. 
 
eminent adj. towering above or more prominent than others, lofty; standing above others in quality, character, 
reputation, etc.; distinguished. 
imminent adj. about to occur; impending. 
emanate v. to come or issue forth, as from a source. 
 
extant  adj. still in existence; not extinct, destroyed or lost. 
extent n. 1. the range, distance, or degree to which something reaches or extendes 2. A wide and open space or area. 

fain adv. with joy; gladly. 
feign v. to pretend, to give the false appearance of. 
 
faux adj. artificial, fake; not genuine or real. 
foe n. an enemy, adversary, or opponent. 
 
hoard n. a hidden store or stock, cache; v. to collect and lay up; to amass and store in secret. 
horde n. a large group or crowd; a vast multitude. 
 
incredible adj. 1. implausible, beyond belief 2. astonishing. 
incredulous adj. skeptical, unwilling to believe. 
 
ingenious  adj. marked by inventive skill or creativity; showing inventiveness and skill, remarkably clever. 
ingenuous adj. 1. not cunning or deceitful, unable to mask feelings; artless, frank, sincere 2. lacking sophistication 
or worldliness. 
 
meddle v. to intrude in other people’s affairs; interfere. 
mettle n. courage, fortitude, spirit. 
 
peak v. to reach its highest point or maximum development, activity, or intensity n. 1. the sharp end of something 
tapering to a point 2. The pointed top of a mountain, summit 3. the highest possible point of development, activity, 
or intensity. 
peek v. to glance quickly or peer at furtively; n. a brief or furtive look. 
pique v. 1. to cause annoyance or irritation; to vex or create resentment 2. to provoke or arouse. 
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persecute v. to oppress, harass, or mistreat, especially 
because of race, religious or political beliefs, or sexual orientation. 
prosecute v. 1. to bring a criminal action against 2. to carry on, continue, practice. 
 
precede v. to come or go before in time, place, rank, or importance. 
proceed v. to go forward or onward, especially after an interruption; move on, advance. 
 
prescribe v. 1. to issue commands, order something to be done; dictate 2. to order a medicine or other treatment. 
proscribe v. to prohibit, forbid by law. 
 
raise v. 1.  to  lift,  make  higher;  put  in  an  upright  position  2.  To  increase  in  size,  quantity,  intensity,  degree,  or  
strength; n. 1. the act of raising or increasing 2. an increase in salary. 
raze v. 1. to level to the ground, demolish completely 2. to erase, obliterate. 
 
team v. to join together so as to form a team; n. a group organized to work together; a cooperative unit. 
teem v. to be full of; to be present in large numbers. 
 
waive v. 1. to give up (a right or claim) voluntarily, relinquish 2. To refrain from enforcing or insisting upon (a rule, 
penalty, standard procedure, etc.); dispense with. 
wave v. 1. to move up and down or back and forth; undulate 2. To signal with an up and down or back and forth 
movement of the hand; n. 1. a ridge or swell on the surface of a body of water 2. a back-and-forth or up-and-down 
movement, especially of the hand 3. a surge, rush, or sudden great rise. 
 
PRACTICE 
Choose the correct word in the parenthesis to complete the sentence. 
1. The pond was (teaming/teeming) with tadpoles after the frog eggs hatched. 
2. Anita’s ( faux/foe) mink coat looked so real that a group of teenagers accused her of cruelty to animals. 
3. Jackson may act as if he is totally (disinterested/uninterested ) in you, but believe me, he is very anxious to learn 
more about you. 
4. I  am  having  the  jewellery  I  inherited  from  my  grandmother  (appraised/apprised )  to  find  out  how  much  it  is  
worth. 
5. Helen entered the room right on (cue/queue). 
6. You are sure to be (censored/censured/sensored ) if you make such wild accusations about your colleagues. 
7. The boy would ( fain/feign) sleep rather than attend another evening piano recital given by his sister. 
8. I have always admired Don’s (meddle/mettle); he seems to be afraid of no one and nothing. 
9. A (hoard/horde) of angry parents attended the school board meeting and demanded that the superintendent step 
down. 
10. The documentary really ( peaked/peeked/piqued) my interest in the Civil War. 
11. With just a few hours to go before the big ceremony, Adele rushed around ( prescribing/proscribing) orders left 
and right. 
12. Huang decided to (raise/raze) the stakes by increasing the reward. 
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13. Although Oscar’s story sounds (incredible/incredulous), I think he’s telling the truth. 
14. Jing-Mae gave her (ascent/assent) to the proposal, even though she did not entirely agree with the plan. 
15. This looks like a (decent/descent/dissent) restaurant; let’s eat here. 
16. I tried everything, but nothing would (elicit/illicit) a response from the child. 
17. The Euro has (deprecated/depreciated), but the dollar is up. 
18. Stop ( persecuting/prosecuting) me just because I often disagree with you. 
19. Tomorrow the city is going to (raise/raze) the building that I grew up in. 
20. As soon as I get off the phone, I will (appraise/apprise) you of the situation. 
21. The odour quickly (disbursed/dispersed) through the room, and soon it was no longer even noticeable. 
22. We have enough to  do dealing with (extant/extent)  problems regarding the  excavation;  don’t  worry  me with 
things that might go wrong in the future. 
23. I don’t like Igor because he is constantly (meddling/mettling) in things that are none of his business. 
24. Although you all seem to agree, I must (decent/descent/dissent); I think this is a bad decision. 
25. Dixie is so (ingenious/ingenuous) I don’t think she could lie if her life depended on it. 
26. I’m just going to ( peak/peek/pique) in the baby’s room to make sure she’s okay. 
27. The thief managed to (allude/elude) the police for several days, but they finally caught up with him in Reno. 
28. The (cue/queue) for the movies was all the way to the end of the block and around the corner. 
29. Georgio had to ( fain/feign) excitement when he opened his presents so his parents wouldn’t know he’d already 
searched their room to find out what he was getting. 
30. Jillian thought her landlord should be ( persecuted/prosecuted) for his refusal to maintain her building. 
31. A strange odour is (eminenting/imminenting/emanating) from Professor VanBuren’s laboratory. 
32. A good manager is always careful not to (deprecate/depreciate) an employee in front of others. 
33. In the final scene, the hero defeats his life-long ( faux/foe) in a deadly battle. 
34. When we cleaned out the attic, we discovered that Grandma had a (hoard/horde) of extra cash hidden in an old 
trunk. 
35. He is the most (eminent/imminent/emanate) judge in this state; everybody respects him. 
36. We need a (disinterested/uninterested) third party to mediate this conflict. 
37. When the children began neglecting their homework and chores, Rajita decided to (prescribe/proscribe) 
television viewing except on weekends. 
38. Inessa  couldn’t  believe  Hitta  was  guilty  and  remained  (incredible/ incredulous) even after hearing all of the 
evidence. 
39. I think Chapter 12 should (precede/proceed) Chapter 11, because Chapter 12 lays the foundation for what is 
discussed in Chapter 11. 
40. What seemed like an (elicit/illicit)  relationship  between  Lotta  and  one  of  her  employees  turned  out  to  be  a  
harmless friendship. 
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GRAMMAR :  Simple Predicates, or Verbs (continued) 
The simple predicate, or verb, is the main word or words in the complete predicate. In the following 
sentence, the simple predicate, or verb, is underlined.  
 

 Many unusual plants grow in the rain forest. (grow in the rain forest  is the complete predicate) 
 
The verb can be a single word as in the sentence above, or a verb phrase, as in the sentence below. 

 Exotic animals can be found there. 
                         VERB PHRASE 

 
Verbs are words used to express actions, conditions, or states of being. Linking verbs tell what the subject 
is. Action verbs tell what the subject does, even when the action cannot be seen. 
 
A. Identifying Simple Predicates, or Verbs 
Task 1: Underline the simple predicate, or verb, in each sentence.
1. The Amazon rain forest is the biggest in the world.

2. Other rain forests grow in Africa, Asia, and islands in the Pacific Ocean.

3. All rain forests stay green throughout the year.

4. Thundershowers soak the rain forest frequently.

5. The tops of the tallest trees form an upper canopy over the forest.

6. Slightly shorter trees make lower canopy high above the forest floor.

7. Some animals live their entire lives between the upper and lower canopy.

8. They never descend to the ground.

9. Sloths feed on the abundant leaves in the canopy.

10. Anteaters and opossums hang by their tails from the tree branches.

 
B. Writing Simple Predicates, or Verbs
Choose one of the following simple predicates, or verbs, to complete each sentence below.

live roam fly build sip
hop study contain eat grow

1. Colourful toucans _______________________ from branch to branch in the rain forest.
2. Hummingbirds _______________________ nectar from the flowering trees.
3. Several kinds of frogs _______________________ from branch to branch.
4. Deer, hogs, and other animals _______________________ through the forest.
5. They _______________________ roots, seeds, leaves, and fruit.
6. Termites _______________________ huge colonies.
7. Different nuts and fruits _______________________ on the many trees.
8. Parts of some plants _______________________ special medicines.
9. Scientists _______________________ the many plants and animals in the rain forest.
10. few native people _______________________ in small villages in the forest.
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WRITING:  Creative (Main Idea) 

Read a news article today. Choose one that’s about a current event like an election 
or a scientific discovery. What effects do you think will result from this event? 
Come up with at least three effects. Be sure that you can support your predictions 
with evidence from the article. 
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANSWERS 
COMPREHENSION

FINDING IMPLIED CAUSE: Talk answer through with students 
1. Len is upset because (C), the principal has reported Len’s behaviour to his parents. Len doesn’t tell you this, 

but that’s what the “clues” add up to. You used what you know about Len, his parents, and the principal to 
figure out the cause of Len’s distress. 

 
2. The writer shows how Dennis feels through details. Thus the reader can conclude that he is afraid of 

heights. The repetition of “20 feet” is another clue, and so is the sentence structure. The sentences are short 
and choppy. In fact, they sound a little panicky. This helps to reflect how Dennis feels.  

 
Task 3:   
1. c. Brenda’s face “hardens” with anger when she sees the dishes in the sink. You can tell she expects the kitchen to 
be clean when she comes home. Anne waits for Brenda to begin her “daily inspection,” and when she walks in, she 
looks around the kitchen as if she’s inspecting it. Then she sees the dishes and her face hardens. She asks why the 
dishes are still in the sink. Further, she reminds Anne about the company she is expecting. 
2. b. You can tell Anne is not worried about Brenda’s reaction because she is lazily watching television instead of 
cleaning the kitchen. She knows Brenda is going to check the kitchen and that Brenda is going to be mad about the 
dishes when she sees them. As Anne waits, she thinks about what she is going to say to Brenda.  
3. d. Anne’s actions speak loudly. She answers the phone and discontinues a conversation that is important if the 
two of them intend to remain roommates. 
 
4. (c) is the best answer.  Anne says, “Relax. I’ve got all  night.” But,  Brenda has her own priorities.  She says she is 
expecting company. Anne responds by ignoring her and turning to a phone conversation.  
 
5. Most likely, Anne won’t get her wish. The end of the passage offers a strong clue. Brenda clearly wants to resolve 
the situation, but she can’t compete with the telephone and probably not with Anne’s relaxed personality. 
 
Task 6 
1, 2, 4, 5, 7 and 9 are all logical effects to predict from these statements. Effect 3 is not likely; it’s too extreme. The 
building manager’s statement doesn’t suggest that the security officers will be fired, but it does suggest that he plans 
to look into the problem. That’s why 4 is a logical outcome. Nothing in either statement suggests that Mr. Ash will 
get his things back. In fact,  there’s no mention at all  of what was stolen. Mr. Ash left the door open while he was 
robbed, so there’s no need for him to get new locks. But you can conclude that Mr. Ash will be more careful. Finally, 
there’s  no  suggestion  that  tenants  plan  to  move.  In  fact,  if  they  know  security  will  be  improved,  they’d  be  more  
likely to want to stay. 
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VOCABULARY-  
ANSWERS 
1. teeming. To teem means to be full of, to be present in large numbers. 
2. faux. Faux means artificial, fake; not genuine or real. 
3. uninterested. Uninterested means not interested, having no care or interest in knowing. 
4. appraised. To appraise means to evaluate, to establish value or estimate the worth of. 
5. cue. A cue is  a  signal,  such  as  a  word  or  action,  given  to  prompt  or  remind  someone  of  something;  a  hint  or  
suggestion. 
6. censured. To censure is to criticize strongly, rebuke, condemn. 
7. fain. Fain means with joy, gladly. 
8. mettle. Mettle means courage, fortitude, spirit. 
9. horde. A horde is a large group or crowd, a vast multitude. 
10. piqued. To pique is (1) to cause annoyance or irritation, to vex; (2) to provoke or arouse. This sentence uses the 
second meaning. 
11. prescribing. To prescribe is  to  issue  commands,  order  something to  be  done,  dictate.  It  also  means  to  order  a  
medicine or other treatment. 
12. raise. To raise is to lift, make higher; to increase in size, quantity, intensity, degree, or strength. 
13. incredible. Incredible means implausible, beyond belief; astonishing. 
14. assent. Assent means agreement, concurrence, consent. 
15. decent. Decent means (1) conforming to what is socially or morally suitable or correct; (2) meeting acceptable 
standards, sufficient, adequate. This sentence uses the second meaning. 
16. elicit. To elicit means  (1)  to  call  forth  or  draw  out,  to  provoke;  (2)  to  deduce  or  derive  by  reasoning.  This  
sentence uses the first meaning. 
17. depreciated. To depreciate means to diminish in price or value, to lessen the worth of. It also means to think or 
speak of as being of little worth, to belittle. 
18. persecuting. To persecute is to oppress, harass, or mistreat, especially because of race, religious or political 
beliefs, or sexual orientation. 
19. raze. To raze is (1) to level to the ground, demolish completely; (2) to erase, obliterate. This sentence uses the 
first meaning. 
20. apprise. To apprise means to give notice or information to, to make aware of, inform. 
21. dispersed. To disperse is  (1)  to  separate  and scatter  in  different  directions,  or  cause  to  do so;  (2)  to  distribute  
widely, disseminate. This sentence uses the first meaning. 
22. extant. Extant means still in existence; not extinct, destroyed or lost. 
23. meddling. To meddle is to intrude in other people’s affairs, interfere. 
24. dissent. To dissent is (1) to differ in opinion, disagree; (2) to withhold approval or assent. This sentence uses the 
first meaning. 
25. ingenuous. Ingenuous means (1) not cunning or deceitful, unable to mask feelings; artless, frank sincere; (2) 
lacking sophistication or worldliness. This sentence uses the first meaning. 
26. peek. To peek is to glance quickly or peer at furtively. 
27. elude. To elude is  (1)  to  escape  from  or  evade,  especially  by  cleverness,  daring,  or  skill;  (2)  to  be  
incomprehensible to, escape the understanding of. 
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28. queue. A queue is (1) a line of waiting people or vehicles; (2) in information processing, an ordered list of tasks 
to be performed or sequence of programs awaiting processing. This sentence uses the first meaning. 
29. feign. To feign is to pretend, to give the false appearance of. 
30. waive. To waive means to voluntarily give up your right to something. 
31. emanating. To emanate is to come or issue forth, as from a source. 
32. deprecate. To deprecate is to express disapproval of, to belittle, depreciate. Depreciate is also a correct answer, as 
it  also means to think or speak of as being of little worth, to belittle.  However, deprecate is more often used than 
depreciate in this context. 
33. foe. A foe is an enemy, adversary, or opponent. 
34. hoard. A hoard is a hidden store or stock, a cache. 
35. eminent. Eminent means towering above or more prominent than others, lofty; standing above others in quality, 
character, reputation, etc.; distinguished. 
36. disinterested. Disinterested means impartial or unbiased, free from selfish motives or interests. 
37. proscribe. To proscribe means to prohibit, forbid by law. 
38. incredulous. Incredulous means skeptical, unwilling to believe. 
39. precede. To precede means to come or go before in time, place, rank or importance. 
40. illicit. Illicit means illegal, forbidden by law; contrary to accepted morality or convention. 
 

 
GRAMMAR:  Simple Predicates 
Exercise
1. is
2. grow
3. stay
4. soak
5. form
6. make
7. live
8. descend
9. feed
10. hang

Exercise
1. fly
2. sip
3. hop
4. roam
5. eat
6. build
7. grow
8. contain
9. study
10. live


