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Building Your English Vocabulary

This lesson focuses on enhancing your English vocabulary by exploring the relationships

between words: synonyms, antonyms, and homophones. We will structure this lesson

using Bloom's Taxonomy, progressing from basic understanding to higher-level thinking

skills.

@ Level 1: Remember & Understand

At this level, we will define and explain the core concepts of synonyms, antonyms, and

homophones.

# What are Synonyms?

Definition: Synonyms are words that have the same or very similar meanings.

Purpose: Using synonyms helps you avoid repetition and adds variety to your

language.

Examples:

* Happy - joyful, glad, cheerful
* Big - large, huge, enormous

* Fast — quick, rapid, speedy

[ What are Antonyms?

Definition: Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings.

Purpose: Antonyms help you show contrast and provide clarity by highlighting

differences.

Examples:
& Happy - sad, miserable
# Big - small, tiny

# Fast-slow

I What are Homophones?

Definition: Homophones are words that sound the same but have different

spellings and different meanings.

Purpose: Understanding homophones is crucial for correct spelling and clear written

communication.

Examples:
* To (preposition), Too (also, excessively), Two (the number)
* Their (possessive), There (place), They're (they are)
* Know (understand), No (negative)

+ See (perceive with eyes), Sea (large body of salt water)
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Practice Questions (Remember/Understand):
What is the relationship between the words "happy" and "sad"?
Give two synonyms for the word "small".

Explain the difference between a synonym and an antonym.
What makes words like "to," "too,” and "two" homophones?

Which pair of words are antonyms: "quick/fast” or "quick/slow"?

. Level 2: Apply & Analyze

Now we will practice using these word relationships in sentences and analyze how context

helps us understand their usage.
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Applying Synonyms & Antonyms in Context

Choosing the best synonym often depends on the specific context of your sentence.
Using antonyms can help create emphasis or clear distinctions.

Examples of Application:

* Synonym: Instead of saying "He was happy to win,” you could say "He
was overjoyed to win" (slightly stronger meaning) or "He was pleased to win"

(slightly milder meaning).

* Antonym: "The box was light, not heavy." (Using the antonym 'heavy’

emphasizes the lightness).

® Analyzing Homophones in Sentences
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The surrounding words in a sentence (the context) usually tell you which homophone

is correct.
Examples of Analysis:

s Sentence 1: "We went to the store." (The word "the" after the blank suggests a

preposition of direction is needed - 'to'))

* Sentence 2: "l want some ice cream, too." (The comma and position at the end

suggest 'also' is meant - 'too".)

» Sentence 3: "l bought two apples." (The plural noun "apples” suggests a number
is needed - ‘two".)

Practice Exercises (Apply/Analyze):

Replace the underlined word with a suitable synonym from the

list: big, small, sad, fast.
* The car was very quick. (Substitute "quick')

¢ She felt unhappy after hearing the news. (Substitute 'unhappy’)

2. Fill in the blanks with the correct homophone (their, there, they're):

* The students put books on the table.






