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PRESI DENT fOf f si_ de/ bliesartshiedhdebhil y newsl etter of the Bril|tis
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Steve Ferran greservation of British cars.
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BOARD OF Dl RET&f&S\%é Regi ster of America (TRA).
Ed Gaubert

BMC Meetings

mqqaraqe@comcastBmgtMeetings are generally held on the thir|ld W
Tom Evans |l ocations to best reach our membership base]

; dd numbered mont hs January, Mar c h, May , J
Secretarv@bmcsnjseovre Stars Diner 1890 Hl(JrffviII)/e Rd, Sewel?, N
Gary Warren Even numbered months (February, April, une
garswb@yahoo. co|f¥no Pizzeria & Grill, 2803 NJ 73, Maple Shade N

Meetings are not planned for November or Dgcem

—————————————— 1 Meet-ings —t—vypically begin at 7pm, with food gerv

SUPPORT STAIHECt to change, which will be communicated by e
MEMBERSHHMd NEWSLETTER CONTRI BUTI ONS

TREASURER .

90 Strawberry Dr{vde Editors are always |l ooking for new tat e

Shamong, NJ 0808f§No material / No Newsletter. Simple as {hat

member s @ymcsnj .|loreg ated copy and especially personal exper.i

si X annual Newsl etters.

Currently RecflRfialiefrd articles with pictures are really ¢

Steve will C“?stéigs”Ee IS\IEE WSL ETTER CONTRTBUTHBNSDI TOR
support this | i_onmn -t A —s=—
replacement i o ofe Ma(rjcehdonoer.@bmcsnj.org

Notlf you are emailing pleagd-2l7d8v@hadnmle
SECRETARM om Evans|fsodnl sure to get it.
17Grant Ave. ThandklIsoe Mar chi one
Cherry Hill, NJ 1800 2

PL
E.d

6029298 EASE SHEWND SAL E, WANTED or TTQREE REQUEYTS
secretary @ mcsnfjEdorGahumgghr age@comcast.net

EVENT DIRECTOR
Tracy Westergar|fdAl though we hope that these things are |con

events@ mcsnj.offgthe following policies and practices wjith
%R'Sﬂglebuw:anrecg'vf”NPembership meetings are sometimes held |in
Absecon. NJ 08201 ages. We expect t_hat members who choos|le t
60-Q 7.97 43 will do so responsibly. _ _
editor @bmcsnj . ol MCSNJ supports safe and responsible en|joy
ycl es. All events sponsored by BMCSNJ| ar
WEBSITE COORDINATOR or distribution of alcohol or controll eld s
Gene Lillie events are conducted in accordance with| mo
boat @ axshopllc/|] Ebims does not really represent a change|l to
t i I f you have not been to one |o
mmwwwwwmmwww'J@%quvqfq"l(pwbwe glad that you did
The official BMCSNJ >>>>> DI SICIdAI<MER
website can Ifje accessed
at Readers are warned that any attempt at |mec
WWW. BMCSNJ. dR®Berein is at their own risk. Good car| me
chanics results in, at best, a personal re
of this newsletter are not necessari.l t
The editors take responsibility forl ar
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The Triumph GT6

Yo e
thidakyrelally

motoring briskly down
l'i ke to thank

a chawmgecodaeftyyyropdwenawviuyg
someone for my brilliant GTE®6

Well, you can thank Triumphdés chief engineer
ni Michelotti in Turin to design a fastback for the popular roadster. Unfortunately, Triumph planning
had i gnored pleas for a Spitfire 6 (cylinder)
added too much weight to the underpowered Spitfire 4 chassis supplied, so the idea was shelved.
The 4 cylinder 63bhp engine was not man enough to cope with the extra weight of the coupé body;
the car was too slow.

The initial idea may have been shelved but in Turin the fastback Michelotti body was fitted onto a
Spitfire chassis, christened the Spitfire GT, and driven home where it joined the small band of ex-
perimental one-offs used by a few members of the company. The pleasure the car gave to those
who drove it worked an insidious magic and the Spitfire GT project became official in 1964. To com-
pensate for the added weight of a fastback coupe the decision was made to turn it into a six -
cylinder car. The positive result of up-grading the Triumph Vitesseto a 1998cc motor cemented that
decision.

It was a bit of a squeeze getting the 1998ccsix-cy |l i nder engi ne
by creating a rather complicated cool
debut was in 1966, a few months earlier than the Vitesse 2 litre.

Was the GT6 Triumph's answer to the MGB GT? The BGT came out in October 1965, a long time
after the 'Spitfire GT' was conceived, but before the GT6 came out. It depends on what the concep-
tion period of the MGB GT was, and whether anybody at MG or Triumph knew anything about their
rival's plans! It is likely that when the MGB GT did come out, it concentrated the minds of those at
Triumph and accelerated the addition of the GT6 to their range. The MGB GT also suffered from the
extra weight of the coupé body. Its acceleration suffered but the top speed increased due to the
better aerodynamics, an advantage not ignored by Triumph Racing.

nto the
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http://vintagetriumphregister.org/herald-vitesse/

Michelotti's fastback design for the Spitfire GT4 prototype was adopted by the Triumph racing pro-
gram for the 1964 season, as it was deemed to provide its aerodynamic benefit over the standard
Spitfire body shape. Fiberglass copies of the Spitfire GT4's fastback were grafted on to the race-
modified Spitfires destined for competition. The Spitfire racing program was successful, and in 1965
resulted in 13th overall and a 1st in class at
the prestigious 24 Hours of Le Mans (beating
their main rivals, the MG Midgets). The Spit-
fire's competitive success and the continuing
commercial success of the production vehicle
led Triumph to re -evaluate its shelved plans
for a GT version of the Spitfire. To overcome
the lack of performance inherent in the heavi-
er body style, the Spitfire's 4-cylinder en-
gine was replaced with the more powerful 2 -
litre (1998 cc) Triumph inline 6 originally de-
rived from the SC and then in use in the Triumph Vitesse (which shared a similar chassis with the
Spitfire and Triumph Herald). The car was further developed and refined and eventually launched as
the Triumph GT6 (dropping the "Spitfire" prefix) to emphasize its GT styling and its 6 -cylinder en-
gine. The GT60s new nph@7lkre/h) opspeed athceOd 60anphlir01@ sec-
onds, a little better than the MGB GT. Moreover, the unit was comparatively smooth and tractable,

i n marked contrast t ocylihderengvesBusl ecormmyhwas verhraasondble 4

for the period at 20mpg, and the interior well up to the competition. 8 Graham Robson,Tr i ump h
Spitfire and GTE6

Contemporary Triumph marketing advertised the GT6
as being developed from the "race winning Le Mans
Spitfires” to capitalize on their aesthetic similarities,
whereas the Le Mans Spitfires and the GT6 were actu-
ally two entirely separate development programs. 'Born
in Le Mans' is not really correct (in spite of the 'stickers'
and Standard-Triumph's own advertising campaign) as
the shape preceded Le Mans by a couple of years.
However, the marketing spin was so successful that
many people erroneously believed the Le Mans Spitfires
to actually be GT6s.

W% TRIUMPH
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With all the excitement about the GT6, o ptimism was high in the sales department, but in reality

the bell was tolling. The US safety legislation meant considerable increases in weighti the exhaust
emission regulations badly affected the power ofthesix-cyl i nder engine and ¢
dropped.

No official death certificate was released but on the thirtieth of November 1973 the last two GT6s
produced quietly left the factory.

5 a |

GT6 MK1

The original GT6 of 1966 (retrospectively known as
the Mk1) was made between July 1966 1 Sept 1968.
This had a 1998cc 6 cylinder engine which produced
95bhp. The suspension of the Spitfire was retained
although bigger front disc brakes and calipers were
fitted. The interior was much better appointed than
the Spitfire with more comfortable bucket seats,
proper carpets, more padding and a more compre-
hensive wood veneer dashboard.

Buidul:y 1966 to September 1968
Tot al nluSmbBelr&s si s KO@mbto sKC13752
Bodywas&ater sports Coupe. Opening rear tail gs
Di mensi ons Lanndg twiei glh2tf:t 1in Wi dth: 4ft 9in Heli

t e
ght




EngiGeasit iron block and head. Straight 6 engine

and stroke: 74.7x76mm. Compre)lssibwimaZemi:t®.Strlo

burettors. Max. power: 95-bbhp@58000ppmMax.torque 1
Trans miResaironvheel dmouwnet efd eem ofgrexer.tb dlx bol ted to r
Direct gear 8clBamagpdr agmut yipe. All synchromesh gea
Wheel base Vdmedeltbraascek :6ft 11in. Track: front 4ft 1]
SusperFgionn :: I ndependent doubl e wishbone type wit
-rol | bar. Rear: I ndependent swing axle with trar
absorbers.

SteeRiamg: and pinion with i mph/ca4 tabrsmg bli agk stt @ elro
3in

Br ak%.s7.i n di a. -if/rdoinnt rdd asrc sdr uSnmisl.

Wheel s al%sb3iymersadi al tyres on 4.-bopokpwessedhstkbk:

on mosstpelc..S.car s) .
El ectrich®d saegtaemve-heabtaht e5§ amp h dynamo.
Perfor @ammmeh: 7i80npéc Q1.1 sec Top speed: 108

mpg (1 mp.)

GT6 Mk2 (GT6+ in the USA)

In 1968 the GT6 Mk2 was introduced and answered many criticisms of the original GT6 in the motor-
ing press. The swing axle rear suspension, which could 'tuck under' with hard cornering leading to loss
of control, was modified. It quite cleverly was fitted with an advanced lower -wishbone rear suspension
layout and the rear transverse spring acting
as a top wishbone. The movement of the
driveshaft necessitated the introduction of
Dunlop's Metalastik "Rotoflex" driveshaft
couplings which had already been used in
the Triumph 1300 saloon.

The road holding was transformed! The
Mk2 also acquired a new cylinder head, bor-
rowed from the TR5, (giving potential for
the engine to become a 2498cc, an ad-
vantage never utilized), but resulting in an
increase of bhp from 95 to 104. Ventilation
was introduced with eyeball vents and a grill
on the rear quarter; bumpers were raised to
comply with American regulations.

mp


http://vintagetriumphregister.org/tr5-250/

The interior was also updated with matt black instrument surrounds and a matt finish to the wood
veneer. In In October of 1969 the model was further updated with a strengthened body, reclining
seats, and a new combined reversing light/number plate light (common to the similarly modified
Spitfire Mk3).

Known as the GT6+ in the USA)
General specifications as GT6 but:
Buidul:y 1968 toT ®dte&le mil&@mb@BBEEG i S KAMD@O 5 :t o KCS
model s) KC75001 to KC82398 (1970 model s)
Lengltzh:ft 3 in

EngiGoempr essi on r &tU.oS. )9 .Ma5x .1lpower5: 1104 bhp @
(U. S.)
Tr ans miAsss iGolm: but overdrive now available with

sions with 3.27:1 final drive: 3.27:1 top (2.6

80

mph/ 1000 rpm top gear (3.27:1 final drive) 25./[2

Wheel base Renadr ttrraacckk: i ncreased to 4ft 1in
Suspensidem:endent rear Beyveavs siidro nwei tamdbdtrtammyv
featuridmot dddblemlred dri ve shafts.

Wheels aAdg bgfese, exceiptmemy edtvbwplket sv ai ¢ H sotca
wire wheels optional through 1969 but dropped
El ecti caAl tSeyrsntaetmo.r charging system

Perfor @ah@meph: 7i@0mpéc Q0.0 sec Top Speed: 111

er

kn d

mp
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The Mk3 was introduced in 1971 to improve flag-
ging sales. The style was 'updated’ by Mitchelotti
on similar lines to the Triumph Stag (as was the
Spitfire MkIV) with a similar cut -off tail. The tail-
gate was the same as was the floor and central
section of the body, only the previously remova-
ble windscreen frame (which the GT6 shared
with the earlier Spitfires and TRs) was replaced
with a slightly higher one which became part of
the front pressing. The bonnet was also new.
The mechanics were unchanged from the earlier
MKk2, as was the interior. Later updates included
brushed nylon seats, headrests, sundym glass and a Girling brake servo.

The MK Il never sold in the numbers hoped for by Triumph, and was comprehensively beaten in
the marketplace by the MGB. Triumph refused to release an official convertible version of the GT6
and, after poor sales; it was dropped from the Triumph range at the end of 1973, although a few
cars were sold the following year. 8 Wikipedia

Tiumph GT6 i
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Sandman Sez
By Barry Sandman 9(8F rvwom .N7o vl.p s/u

What Stinks ?!

|l s there anything quite as nauseating as the]|co
act uydd put dwegowoinnto that @&nowanhbte ctaou sge ols sdoyrou |ou
wonder is a roadster de@r daiovomwyge wtiitthl ¢ hand oyo wW|o wt
the weather dictatesrhooitegupae cotio utpym ubecome very i
ti me

|l had that exact problem with the BGT recently.
tine of checking all the connections under thpe ©b
carbs and the tank. Everything seemed to be t] gh
member who has more B experience than |, and (di s
hearts) are prone tdopétthegpptnohotaskinCahbegd
cow pies and whatever accumul ates between the|ta
compartment. A simple jow, | &amhé¢é okdowt oN@ egpilt lae ©
ple jobs on a British car?

Once | removed the fascia from the SA (whbph |by
per the fenders ne@rdryotiredrd otfdr gnbmoAyhway | esew (
vinced that the top of my GT tank | ooks | ike Ja r
tank when a wee small voice wINI Spawes yionu nrye alalyy,
everything before you go tearing the chariot Rgpa
So back to the WSM and | discover there is a |wei
ri hlathd si de covered with interior materi al It
ed to the petrol tank and another hose runs off
Ok , It al |l |l ooks alright and no-t hleemgs |leagkutnga pwn
the fitting that comes from the tank and the pnt
The bloody thing is mounted so poordl ygdthaa ¢daed f
the fitting sweliiosvas lltefwasrengitasesaryheotheng t
ting Nog8ti rk !

Ha, l ndian save money for new tank. Ha, buy mpr e

Barry Sandman
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Remember the creature featura@ahindiimg
Januanpwewsl etter ?

| asked i f anyone coul dvei d¥

have a wlimaeEckKstein was th

response that corresctheyasitde

behind the Barn as a Conqu

on a-3TR?) cha®&sikss a etseproen s e

———————— Original Message

Subject: Re: Whats behind Jacks

From: | RA ECKSTEIN <>

Date: Fri, January 11, 2019 10:

Toeditor @bmcsnj.org

It appears that the dash is from a TR 3 so|l

On January 11, 2019 at 11: 52 AM I RA ECKSTEI N <> wrote:

Joe,

Looks | i ke a LabDawrie Daytona fiberglass bagdy

was a Devin fiberglass body froMWhtme yloat ar '¢50

you have time to figure things |ike this oyt.

l ra Eckstein

So it got me poking around on the net and | founc

1960. The piece is posted on a S i b=} O r got
. _ ! .

and | strongly recommend checkln("'z'l_wom'ff_?z_ﬁ‘r;a_ ow i

t hat Sports Car Graphic article ‘

The Gl asgmdlb®ns Dawr i Co bt
Sportscar GrJawnhe cl 9 6Ma y '
By Bob Rol of son

DAN L

13 ( Conquest Continue
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( Conquest Continued from pg. 14 )

This unit aceMaptnserStsepveaerd
tachometer and fouA senvbaoe
scoop is offered for car bu+
mount ed, or extremely $Sewgdr
types of seats, incl ddisngdb

Windshield frame, with laminated steel
roll bar, takes stock GM truck glass
and fittings. Inverted, the unit
curves over the cockpit, pratect:':f
I the passengers from wind.
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( Conquest Continued from pg. 15 )
A BOtHi story
LaDawri Cwashtoahtde
Leslie Alb&rtitbawe <
Canada ibaw®&&6made
body shells for McC
During his spare ti
fiberhgddisesd sports
he is said to have
This car became the
The Cavalier model ®aci ffiic sNatihon
tiioMancouwmwed 95606 nDewds on was to s “blot h
Canada and the United Statetstohag | | mo
Beaahd ILatse®@Al amitos, Californi a, & DN e
| ar de dter gl asdbosgdpyorctosmwpwmraiinegs t he r el
craze of the 1950s and 1960s. The | & ope
The Cavalier, renamed Conquest,
on the Roaeéramwmdnalgramzdkne in July
ROAD&TRACK The Conquest and th
with a wheelbase of
was followed in 1958
The Victress Car Bod
By 1961 Victress had
on car bodies. I'ts m
Les Dawes (LaDawri
the Victress as Lal
t he model s .-e ngaiDaeneri
bodies adding door s
i ners. Bet ween 12( .
and _SiC|I|an COUpefrfﬂ,‘ooxnlgnmn&wm'
Merrill Powel |l was [ | e s
signing the Coupe model while o s S des
years ahead of its time and c¢o gopies ey LA DAWRI Eu
manuf acturer s int 0 the 60' S a s 3793 CATALINA STREET LOS ALAMITOS 5, CALIFORNIA /t or
Corvette.
The reason for the company's demisg h
was speculation that it was either| a
I RS chasing tax -Ce60ajntygympbyithepnmf
cars made times difficult for the kit
folded Les Dawes worked for a big pmir
for planes
Editor: So OK. Some fife ylyhodt ma st | be Bs
Car Wait doing in a Briooish Car Club
Sieilian Wel | , its roots are Canadian and Clana
soo0é6é.But the r é&ali nrceafdoeodo hibhse citti on | wi
those Triumphs and MGs and other British drivetrains
of that era. And a great era it was when anyone with
t he hel p onfi nsdoende flriikeeMARQUETr Eat e a
Not e I craved a Devon. Now where wasJode tMargcehti can ef R3
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Beach,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Beach,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Alamitos,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiberglass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiberglass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_and_Track
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\emPe” A GT6 named Bridgette

by Rob BTomwmatse

always | oved sports cars,| s
and n aper <cl gss

a t he ewsp e

86 a 1972 TriunhnGToenea
e T
S

de S
19 [
k$e9sOtD d®hought th

of a straight [
-dortatwn | i nes. My dad and |I v
o] a r , and although

el = T R
® DO QD
S5+ T o

® O

i de t h
an the brakes, I was |un
0 | h a c

r
t h
$85 d on me and t hdg

We yanked the gearbox an

needed new synchros. With/| ¥

with a froestedseyelrshit t

high school friBeind@wethalls

named eaé&h sptordrs cars, a

playing with them throug

year s My dad taught me ap

ic, though the Stromberg g

were baffling. Bridgette @

was al ways able to keep hE s o
ditch in the rain armd scteorptlursg the roof <coul dn

Upon graduating from coll ege a
| oyed, | was able to afford|so
riving (Mazda RX7) and | parke
he intent of restoring her. I
ersey to Maryl and, but neve g

Il finally got my priorities| 1¢
and | began pulling my GT6 a | a
we went. Traveél ifmgm onymy odna dj
as often as possible, the re ght
plete. Along the way I | ear n§ e bu
gine, do body and paint wor ki egar
I also |l earned that one of sup
Roadster Factory, hosted an y 1y
umph enthusiasts Getting t o=== ] 0 al

( Rob Continueld or
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