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‘WAR OF THE WORLDS’

They're still alive! The sci-fi adventure continues

e 1853 movie [above left] gave
their first glimpse ol a
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Aliens are back

to resume their
‘War of Worlds’

By Barry Brown

ORONTO—Unlike Orson Welles’

1938 radio play, the new “War of

the Worlds” TV series will fool no
one into thinking aliens are attacking
Earth. But they might think that the aliens
are already out there,

Forgotten by the human race after their
first encounter, the aliens’ bodies have
been stored like hazardous waste in sites
around North America. Now, they are
coming back to life.

This time, they are a 40-minute drive
north of Toronto in a place known as
Shadow Lake. It is a late summer night,
and a single, leafless tree eerily marks the
site where these aliens are living. As the
cameras roll, a “War of the Worlds”
“alien wrecking crew” prepares to knock
down a power line and electrocute the
“invaders.”

Who and what are the aliens? That is
the question Dr. Harrison Blackwood
Jared Martin], Dr, Suzanne McCullough
Lynda Mason Green], Lt. Col. Paul
ronhorse [Richard Chaves] and Norton
Drake [Philip Akin] have to solve every
week i
terrestrial parasites from destroying the
world

“War of the Worlds" opens with a two-
hour premiere at 7 p.m. Friday on
WPWR-Ch, 50. Weekly episodes will then
follow from 7-8 p.m. Fridays beginning
Oct. 14. [The two-hour pilot will be re-
putodonOct.T;weeklyrcputsofthc
senes will air from 5-6 p.m. Saturdays,

t days after lhe jmal aired.]
matically, iens, according to
ucer Jon ndtett are the same nearl
invulnerable creatures that came to Ea
in the H.G. Wells novel, the 1938 radio
play and the 1953 movie that starred
Gene Barry and Ann Robinson,

This time, however, the aliens have the
ability to meld with human beings in
order to accomplish their mission: destroy
the human race so their planet’s inhabi-
tants can leave their own uninhabitable
world,

“The aliens,” Hackett said, “are like ter-
rorists.”

The TV aliens, like the ones in the
movie, are only rarely and lmeﬂBseen in
their alien form. Alien designer Bill Stur-
geon said a few modifications have been
made to meet the needs of weekly TV,

Closer to the aliens of the '53 movie
than the sluglike creatures H.G, Wells de-
scribed, the TV show's aliens have three
black irises in their single eye, rather than
the red, blue and green ones seen briefly

Barry Brown is a freelance writer based in
Toronto.

they want to prevent the extra- .

in the movie.
Despite the changes, which Sturgeon
said arc the result of “35 years of alien

mckhn* thc aliens retain “that suckery,
reptile feel.”

Eachmmnberoftheculhashlsm
perspective on the aliens. Jared Martin,
who playsg[mun]mdcr and new age astro-
physicist arrison Blackwood, said
the aliens should be seen as more than
terrorists.

“Their planct is 40 light years away, so
they can’t get reinforcements or commu-
nicate,” he said. “They have to devise
plans to_start wars, disasters and spread
discasc. They arc the second commt of
the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse

Like the other lead actors, Martin got
his role through coincidence.

“I was walking across a shopping mall,”
he said, “and | got this weird impulse to

In the 1953 movie "War of the Worlds,"
starring Gene Barry and Ann Robinson
[above], the aliens possessed a single
eye containing red, blue and green
irises. For the television series, three
black irises have been substituted. At
left, earthlings soon discover the radia-
tion effects of the aliens' rays.

call my answering machine. You never do
that on Saturday. It's a day off, agents
arcn't in. But | called and got this heated,
panicky voice of my agent saying, ‘You've
3%‘10 go to Toronto tonight or the deal’s
ofl.

The next night, “1 was signing a con-
mi(? on the bar of a [Toronto] hotel,” he
said,

Martin sces his character as a role
model for kids who want an image of the
ir;tcllimnl. scnsitive man as sexy and pop-
ular.

Born in New York and a resident of Los
Angcles, Martin now lives in Toronto. His
Victorian-style home is across from one of
the city's oldest graveyards and crema-
toria, which, he said, is a great place to
clear the mind.

Lynda Mason Green, who
biologist Dr. Suzanne McCuIEnqh smgjc
mother and working woman, is one of two
lcad members of the cast who is Cana-
dian. Philip Akin is the other.

Born in Sarnia, Ont., just across the St.
Clair River from Port Huron, Mich.,
Mason Green has had a string of parts in
Canadian-American coproductions, in-
cluding “Night Heat,” but this is her first
continuing . Her "accident”  that

Continued on page 35
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Continued from page 3

brought her to the part was in lcaving Paris carly
“because my friends left me and my French was too
bad to go around alonc, so | came back™ just in
time for the audition.

On the scries. the tcam's headquarters is the Cot-
tagc—an abandoncd atomic test sitc 3,000 fect
below the surface of the Earth. From there they seck
]q::lt and ncutralize the alicns who have come back to
ife.

McCullough's job “is to understand what virus de-
stroved them originally and what can combat them
now. She is obscssive in trving to lcarn more about
their immunc system,” Mason Green said,

Lt. Col. Paul Ironhorsc is the military man. A
Victnam vetcran who's part white, part Cherokee
Indian, Ironsidc’s martial skills and aboriginal
powers arc combined in a character that actor Rich-
ard Chaves describes as half-Patton and half-Daniel
Boonc. Chaves should know, he is all those things.

His mother, a Cherokee Indian from the Virginia-
North Carolina arca, marricd Chaves’ father, a ca-
reer marine. After spending the “first freakin® 18
years of my lifc on a Marinc basc,” Chaves joined
the Army and spent close to a year in Vietnam,

Chaves said although he had a low draft number,
he cnlisted carlg “for the samc rcasons that took
Hemingway to Spain. You have to sce and experi-
ence those things first hand.”

When his tour ol duty was over, Chaves said he
camc back to Amecrica broke, directionless and
“looking like onc of those concentration camp
victims. S

In the beginning, Chaves said, Ironhorse thinks
the aliens arc terrorists, “then he realizes this is the
extraterrestrial enemy. The enemy you've never seen
before. Not from another country but another uni-
VErSC,

Chaves’ quirky rclation with the show harks back
to the 1953 movic.

“In 1964, my dad got stationed at El Toro Marine
base. Ironically, in '53 classic, that’s where the

- marincs come from,” Chaves said.

Philip Akin said his charuc‘:hcr Norton Drake—-h;me
black, pa . computer-whiz technocrat—"has a
lot of um on him,

“He's black, he was crippled and he's the techno-
crat. | felt like a car with "Just Married’ written on
it and tin cans han?i off the back,” Akin said.

For Drake, the alicns “arc a cipher to be cracked.
I locatc where they arc and the wrecking crew gocs
out and doces their stufl. Because I'm in a voice-
activated wheelchair, 1 just tell Gcrtrudc—mz
chair—what | want to do. It's a high-tech schtic
that sometimes works and somctimes makes dirce-
tors pull their hair out.”

Producer Hackett said that the phenomenal suc-
cess of “Star Trek: The Next Generation™ as a first-
run syndication scrics was behind the support

Paramount has given “War of the Worlds.”

But “War of the Worlds™ is aiming for a different

| slice of the science-fiction market. Like “Star Trek,”

| “War of the Worlds” is aimed at familics and you
rm'nbcnll;:.

What makes it different, cast
18 an emphasis on suspense and action.

Hackett compares the show's potential la:ul 1o
the first “Alien™ movie. In “War of the Worlds,”
“you don't scc the aliens because it would destroy

the mystery. If mmmhiru.themrucryis
pne.Yucuw!mpy:umofnndichw orm an
image. You get a sense of what they're about.”

s



