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The Legend of the Dogwood Tree~ 

 If you have ever walked around the campus here at TRH during springtime you will have seen 

the dogwood trees in full bloom. We have two on the north side of Davis Hall (pictured above) that 

are a beautiful pink. We also have a couple that are on the Chicago St. side of the campus, in white 

and pink. Last year as I was out for a walk I was able to take some photos of the trees as they were in 

full bloom. One of those photos became the cover for the TRH General Information Guide and the 

TRH Resident Handbook (photo inset). I love seeing these trees in bloom. When I do it reminds me 

of the Legend of the Dogwood Tree. It’s not a Bible story, but one that still reminds us of the 

crucifixion of Jesus.  

 Legend says; in Jesus' time the dogwood tree grew much larger, and it was firm and strong. 

As it turned out, this was the type of tree chosen to make the cross on which Christ would be 

crucified. Because of this, it would never again be useful. From that time on, the dogwood would 

grow small and twisted and wouldn't be used for building or carpentry. Instead, it would be a 

beautiful, ornamental tree. It's white flower would represent the purity of Jesus, and the four petals 

would look like a cross. In the center of each blossom is a textured, green center to remind us of the 

crown of thorns placed upon His head. Each petal is tipped with a dark stain to represent the blood 

Jesus shed for you and me. And, of course, the dogwood tree blooms sometime around the Easter 

season.  

 In a few weeks the dogwood trees will be in full bloom again. I hope you get a chance to walk 

the campus and see them in all their splendor and be reminded of the sacrifice that Jesus made as he 

died on the cross for us. May you have a blessed Easter.  

 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 

Golgotha). There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the 

middle.   John 19:17-18  R
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Easter Baskets Dying Easter Eggs Easter Bonnets 


