KINGDOM STEWARDSHIP: POSSESSIONS

5-Day Companion Devotional

Manifesting God Podcast | Matthew 21:33-43

“It may be in my hands, but it still belongs to Him.”
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DAY 1 — IT WAS ENTRUSTED, NOT TRANSFERRED

Scripture
Psalm 24:1: The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof...

Matthew 21:33: The landowner planted and prepared the vineyard, then entrusted it to husbandmen.

Devotional Thought

In Jesus' parable, the tenants had extraordinary access to the vineyard. They worked there, lived from
its productivity, made decisions concerning it, and invested their labor into it. But there was one fact
their access could never change: the vineyard belonged to someone else.

This is the starting point of Kingdom stewardship. God has placed many things in our hands—time,
gifts, money, education, relationships, opportunities, influence, ministry, careers, businesses,
families, testimonies, and experiences.

We may legitimately say, “God gave this to me.” But there is an important difference between giving
something into our stewardship and transferring ownership.

The danger comes when “God entrusted it to me” becomes “l worked for it,” then “l built it,” and
eventually, “It's mine.”

Psalm 24:1 reminds us that ownership never changed. Something can be in your hands without

belonging to you.

Think About This
Stewardship begins by remembering whose it is.

Reflection
What has God entrusted to you that you may have gradually begun thinking of primarily as yours?

What would change if you consciously approached it as something belonging to God?

Prayer
Father, remind me that everything | have ultimately comes from You and belongs to You. Teach me
to hold what You have entrusted to me with open hands. Keep me from confusing access with
ownership. Make me a faithful steward of everything You place within my care. In Jesus' name,
Amen.

Today's Declaration
It may be in my hands, but it still belongs to Him.
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DAY 2 — THE OWNER HAS A RIGHT TO EXPECT FRUIT

Scripture
Matthew 21:34: When the time of fruit came, the owner sent his servants to receive the fruit.

John 15:8: Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit...
Devotional Thought
The landowner did not merely return because he wanted his vineyard back. He came looking for fruit.

That tells us something important about stewardship: God does not entrust merely for possession. He
entrusts with purpose.

The question isn't simply, “What has God given me?” A more mature question is, “What does God
expect what He gave me to produce?”

If He entrusted influence, what should that influence produce? If He entrusted resources, whom
might those resources bless? If He entrusted wisdom, who should benefit from it? If He entrusted
leadership, what should develop in the people being led? If He entrusted a testimony, who needs to
hear what God has done?

Fruit ultimately points back to the Owner.

Think About This
We can become so impressed with the vineyard that we forget God is looking for the fruit.

Reflection
Choose one thing God has entrusted to you. What is it?

Why might God have entrusted it to you?

What fruit should be coming from it?

Prayer
Father, show me the purpose connected to what You have placed in my hands. Do not allow me
merely to possess what You intended to produce fruit. Help my gifts, resources, relationships,
opportunities, and influence accomplish Your purposes. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Today's Declaration
I will not merely possess what God entrusted; | will steward it toward fruitfulness.
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DAY 3 — WHEN ENTRUSTMENT BECOMES ENTITLEMENT

Scripture
Matthew 21:38: This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.

Deuteronomy 8:17-18: Remember the LORD your God; He is the source who gives power to produce
wealth.

Devotional Thought
Something terrible happened inside the tenants before they ever killed the heir: their thinking
changed.

They moved from Access > Control > Entitlement > Challenged Authority > Attempted Ownership.

They had managed the vineyard so long that they began behaving as though the vineyard belonged to
them. This remains a danger for every steward. We can begin saying, “l built this. | sacrificed for this. |
worked for this. I've been doing this for years.”

Those statements may even be true. But our sacrifice does not cancel God's ownership.

Deuteronomy 8 shows that entitlement begins in the heart. Long before entitlement becomes
behavior, it becomes an attitude. One spiritual diagnostic is to ask: How do | respond when God gives
instructions concerning something | consider mine?

If God's direction concerning my possessions consistently feels like interference, perhaps | have
quietly moved from stewardship toward ownership.

Think About This
Stewardship becomes corrupted when entrustment becomes entitlement.

Reflection
Where might you be tempted to say, “l decide what happens with this”?

Is there anything about which God's direction would feel intrusive rather than welcome?

Prayer
Father, search my heart. Reveal anywhere entrustment has become entitlement. Forgive me for
behaving like an owner of what You have only entrusted to my care. Restore within me the heart of
a steward who welcomes Your authority and direction. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Today's Declaration
Access does not equal ownership. | am a steward, and God remains the Owner.
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DAY 4 — CAN GOD CHANGE THE INSTRUCTIONS?

Scripture
Joshua 5:12: And the manna ceased on the morrow...

Ecclesiastes 3:1: To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.
1 Chronicles 12:32: They had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do.
Devotional Thought

Yesterday, gathering manna was obedience. Then one morning there was no manna. Had God
abandoned Israel? No. Their season had changed.

This is where Prompting and Possessions meet. It isn't enough to know, “God gave this to me.” The
steward must continue asking, “God, what do You want me to do with it now?”

There is a time to plant and a time to harvest; a time to build and a time to release; a time to remain
and a time to move; a time to speak and a time to be silent.

Sometimes our greatest stewardship challenge isn't hearing God's first instruction. It's remaining
surrendered enough to hear when the instruction changes.

This is why Presence must precede Prompting and Possessions. We must remain close enough to the
Owner to recognize when the season changes.

Think About This
If | think I'm the owner, God's prompting feels like interference. If | know I'm the steward, God's
prompting becomes instruction.

Reflection
Is there something you are continuing simply because God told you to do it in a previous season?

Ask God: “What are You saying about this now?” Spend a few quiet moments listening.

Prayer
Father, give me understanding of the season | am in. Keep me from turning yesterday's instruction
into today's assumption. Help me remain close enough to hear when You say go, wait, build,
release, continue, or stop. | surrender my possessions to Your present direction. In Jesus' name,
Amen.

Today's Declaration
I will remain close enough to God to recognize when the season—and therefore the instruction—
changes.
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DAY 5 — THE POSSESSION IS NOT THE GOAL

Scripture
John 15:2: Every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

John 15:8: Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit...

Devotional Thought

At the end of this week's journey, we arrive at the larger purpose of Kingdom stewardship. The goal
isn't merely possessing more. The goalisn't even simply becoming a better manager. The goal of the
Manifesting God journey is the Person of Christ becoming increasingly visible through us.

God may increase what we possess, but He may also prune it, redirect it, ask us to share it, ask us to
surrender it, or close the season in which we were assigned to steward it. Our response reveals
something about who is being formed within us.

Presence keeps us near the Owner. Purpose reveals His intention. Prompting gives present direction.
Possessions identify what He has entrusted. Person asks: Who am | becoming while | steward it?

Does my stewardship manifest Christ? Does it reveal generosity, humility, obedience, compassion,
faithfulness, surrender, and love?

God may use what He places in your hands to reveal what is happening in your heart.

Think About This
The possession is not the goal; manifestation is.

Reflection
INSPIRATION — What statement or Scripture stood out to me?

REVELATION — What did God help me understand?

TRANSFORMATION — What needs to change in my thinking, attitude, or behavior?

MANIFESTATION — What will obedience look like in my life this week?

Prayer
Father, everything | have belongs to You. Let nothing You place in my hands take Your place in my
heart. Teach me to steward every gift, opportunity, relationship, resource, and assignment in a way
that reveals Christ. Whether You ask me to hold it, develop it, share it, multiply it, or release it, let
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my answer be yes. May the Person of Christ be manifested through my stewardship. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Today's Declaration
Everything God places in my hands is an opportunity for the Person of Christ to be manifested
through my life.
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THE WEEK'S KINGDOM STEWARDSHIP CHALLENGE

For the next five days, identify one possession or area of entrustment and bring it before God each
day.

Whose is it?
Why did You entrust it to me?
What fruit are You expecting from it?

What are You prompting me to do with it now?
Who are You forming me to become through stewarding it?

arowbd =

“Lord, it may be in my hands, but it still belongs to You.”
Presence > Purpose > Prompting > Possessions > Person

Inspiration > Revelation @ Transformation > Manifestation
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