The Story of Hollywood Temple Beth El as recorded in local Jewish Press Part 2

5/2/1930 New Officers are sworn in, including, as VP, the father of the Warner Bros, who brings with

On Sunday svening, May 4 |
1 1:30 the newly el oficers as
trusiess of Hollywood o Temp

EET

.
if

IFEpeREEEq

.

HARNEY KATZ

BaiheEl and of jis Sisterhood will
Jba inatalled. Thuss who are (v

g | Mnad Lhe congregaled for the co

|- | #alng term are Harpey Kats, pres

& ldent; Benjumin Warner, first wiee-

o | president;” Leon Solomon, seccad

h ! vice-president; Sam Tuch, treas-

g urer; E. ). Peiser, financial secie-

r o tary and Haruld sacikin, recording

. secretary. The new ulficefs Jf Lhe

|| Bisterhood are Mre Hoso Mowre,

| preaddent; mes M. Weigburg, vice-
ropresident; Mra Siasfey Miller,

! treasurer; Mra. 3. Schwariz, finen.
(elal secretary, and Mre. Harry K.
ICohen. reconding secretary. The
committes In cm. of arrange:
msents far the Installation, of whick ||
| Harry Segal bo the chairman, have Iy
planned & very intersating and di- ||
versified program. Serersel prom-
Inent speskers will participats and
througph the coyrteay of Mr, Warner |
& mumber of stars wnder comtrect |
| with Werner Bruthers Mation Ple

|ture  Stadios will furmish the! !

| eniertalnment  featurss  of the
evening, following the [nstallation :
Ceremenles. Hefrashments will be |
served by the Blrerbood, I
Bernard Minsky, one aof the :F:
founders of Hollywood Temple =
Beth-El will act aa chairman of the | o
ocrasion and Kbl Fugsoe N |
will by the installing
oficer.  Jacoh M. Alkow will de

Liver an sddress.

Progresa of Temple B:
Tndar the af Pust Pres
Idemt 4. T\.&%m has made | Hy
excaptisaally Sce progress during
the pist yeaf., It was larguly dee

(m'l?lﬂll =

. ¥EEPEvaE

him, the Warner cast.



9/26/1930 A $25,000 Pipe organ!

emplé eth-10] £
e

Couires
pe Organ

¥ Theongh the Generomlly of Srece 1
l Fandly Hollywaial Coangregatlon | [
Iteeclven Magadfieent Adidition "

L

0

T M
= Worahippers al Templs Heth-E1 o
| In Hollywowd fownd a welewie si
feature n Lhedr mervices shurlng U fo
I High Molyduys, whn they heand
Uhie flenl mlrabius condng From Uwelr
new FEOW plpe argan Tnstslled | e

Junt bwiliore 4hn Haoly Duya. I
Homne st hn wgea, wlivn Iisrniey | i"'
!I{ulz st l Dilw alution an presi- | I
WP D dont of the emple suceeeding S | of
Ui el umder whose admindsteation | 0
Who | Jieahe B o groat progress, the | J¢
W Hound of Trastoos voted o pur-| of
£ chane w new organ. e cumm!{h-n AL
for uppolnted  For that purpose con- | o
l’J‘InI’-h-d of llamey Kale, presidont; | un
“r[llr-n]umln Wirner, flrut viee-proai- | B!
M= Dalent; Leon Solomon, secoml vice. | B0
W= prenbdont; wod Harry K, Colen, | 40

W8 ol presbdent, “Rubbl Fugene N,
WA Rosenborg  wan  mude  honorar 4
s | member of the committee, Through | the
o= [ womie fortunute connections offeetod | £00
U-1hv Leon Solomon, within e paat | 8
0 fow  weeks e commitlen  wan | k0t
hrought In touch with Moses Srore, | 806
n | prominent Jewinh worker mol noted ul"'
d L;Id]'nnlhmpinl. of thin eity. Mr | WL
IL| Srere, U huppens, s the  senlpr | P19
| momber of the Srere Corpurution, | o0
o who own weberal thentres In Loy | froe
= | Angeles and*vicinity, ‘The commit- [ 40
t)tee conferred with Mesars, Srere, "
1/ regurding the puschase of an organ { |
o frum  them. The [ntervigw re- | BHO1
1| multed In & most magnanimots offer "'g‘
lon the part of Mr, Srere, which M |
‘enabled ~ Beth-El to  acquire a M”'
twenty-five thousand dollur pipe or- ,::]
Kan a{l nominal cost, which makes rh i
it, virtunlly a gift from the Sreres Wl.lfl
to the Hollywood Synagog. The ol
organ hes been Im use Lut a-shert pr:dl
time In one of the Srere Uorpora- j:ﬂ.l

'tlon's theatres,
" Another Gift irs.
At“a" apeclal ng of the|Florh

Hoard of st Hollywood | retar:
‘l‘e:\nloaﬂel.h-l!!“i:dd on Monday ;“;-4;:;'
evening, September 16, & resolution | bers

was unanimously passed, express- 1 Heller

(Continued on Page 3) 3



Oct 23, 1931

From the notes of Rabbi Willaim Kramer, the thought that prompted him to start on the story of
Hollywood Temple Beth El for “My Shtetele California”.

MY SHTETELE ca LIFORNIA

H
OLLYoOD BETH ET, WAS HOLLYWOOD

By Rabbi William M. Kramer

In doing res earch

-y for the Western States Jewish History

icati
i on I have been concentrating on the Hollywood
Ne lately, Two syna .

o s . ; e
The older was Templ X B SSyoTientationst
and a spin-off

grou N ———
P HBXXywmmd Temple Israel of Hollywood.

ON Oct.23
It wa i
o S back inm 193'i that an article appeared in thes=assal
S Seg®9=dn the California Jewish Voice,which told
OUt a special Hop

: lywood event. It was headed: Touching Service
o e 1 as Son Installs Father Presudent - Jack Warner, Studio
utive Installs His Father, Benjamin Warner,

For
such an event everyone was present.

at Beth

Now read:

Imprestva installation .ser-
beld on Bunday, October
pi. at the Hollywood
th-EL

£

He
13
wig

¥

. Harald E. Sackin was Intro-
as chalrman of the evening

the outgoing presioent, Bamey
tz

i

Bg

Rabbl Edgar F. Magnin of Tem-
pie B'nal B'rith delivered the salu-
tory address congratulating Benpa-
min Warper upon hils installation
ag president and Max H. Eert upon
his Installation as Rabbi.

Rabbl Isadore Isagcson of Tem-
ple Israel, inswualled Rabbl Max H.
Kertas . spiritual Jeader of Temple
Beth-EL
j .Cantor~A. Bilverman of B8inal| =
!Tercple sang two very beautiful
numbers,

The chairman then Intreduced
Jack Warner, vice-president of
Warner- Bros. Studios, Inc, as in-'
stalling officer. His father. Benja-
min Warner, was then presented to
him as president-elect of the Tem-
ple. The sentiment of the Installa- |
tion wes more touching than words |
2ould deseribe, and the kiss the|
son.gave the father was reminis-
cent* of A A. Milne's “Michael|
and Mary,” "Father 1 Do Honor
?g:‘ his “closing remarks, Jack
Worner invited the coramunity to
‘Bttend the monster New Year's
Eve dinner dance to be held in his
studlo—Warner Bros. BStudlo on
BSunset boulevard, where. Leo Forb-
sleln (muaslcal director of the Waor-

.| ner Bros and Firt Natlonal Btu. E. J. Poiser wis installe
dios) will eonduet his fifteen-piece e um d #
archestra in honor of the tenth an- £s ot Rppreci®:

B with @ glft 0 token 3
e g
) ed as recording .

niversary of Hollywod Temple Beth
El-and Benjamin Warper's 75th

hh:thdn!'.




And as reported in The California Jewish Voice
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The New Year’s Ball, 1932, Tribute Book, with Warner Stars




High Holy Day Services announcement Sept. 7, 1934

MEI :

schedule of
sh Hashonah at Hol-

lywood Temple Beth-El: Sept. 9,
services at 8 P. M. with sermon,
“A Happy New Year"; Monday
and Tuesday, opening services at
8 A. M., Shofar service and ser-
mon at 11:30, Musaph (additional
servicel} at noon, and sermons on
“The Shofar” and "Together.”

Essay of the same date by Rabbi Jerome Mark
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-El, Holl
TEE"# , ancient [s-
0 rael must find It eralive
to leamn from lta Ease
why such an amazing hlatory?
‘Why aonals writlen in biood upon
the parchaent-iilke brow of our
people, carved with fire upon the
sensitive heart of the Daughler of -
J engraved wilh steel up-
on the adamant spirit of the Jew?
The duslistic phenomentn of na-
ture: wakefulness and sleep, work
rest, action and reaction—
never characterize 1s-

ance for fatigue The Eternal Peo-
ple, likke ita Eternal Watcher, must
let neither nor alumber to
dim its vision or to arrest its
ceaseless energy. We must deny
the natural rh succession of
labor and repose just as the very
miracle of ouwr survivil is one long
testimony of our trosending
many other laws of nature

1f our history has any meaning
for us at all it is thal we must
never be found lagging if we would
survive. To live we must be alerl.

Must we Survive?

Such & question is entirely futile.
Adde from m al snd thes-
logical speculations, the will Lo live
is more than a pious aspiration:
it is more than an impulse. IL is an
Instinct. Our present problem is
merely to consider the most logical

B

']

means of obeying this instinet. And

if we must survive we must guard

our wells of living waters and pre-

serve the springs of our existence.
1

bapplly Israel has been taxed

almast beyond endurance in
the past fifty years. We have been
shattered in body and soul, intel-
lectually and spiritually. Our nerves
are, ready o snap. We have been
subjected torphysical and emotlonal
trinls calculated Lo brealt peoples
which, If not stronger, were at
least far more favorably situated
than our own. Russih, Germany,
not Lo speak of smaller nations:
they had & more homogensous pop-
ulation, they were settled on a soil
with which they felt & vital kin-
ship. The inhabitants were held to-
gether by flag and language. Land
and government gave them a phys-
ical awareness of strength and pro-
tection. Each separate stratum of
sociely feeling integrated, joined
with othey cistes and groups to
form a united nation %!’ai they
succumbed lo the streas of condi-
tions which rendered them power-

‘Turn to Page 64
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Circa 1937, this excerpt from A History of Hollywood by Edwin O Palmer

“Hollywood has become increasingly Mosaic”

| :
SOUTHERN CALTFORNIA -/ H-FE b
1918-1937
B.- HISTORY OF HOLLYWOOD
By: Edwin 0. Palmer

Pg. 213

JEWLISH LIFE IN HOLLYWOOD
TR T S P S S T T T T R T T

During 1922, Hollywood's first svnagogue, Deth-El was orpanized and
met at 1714 North Wilton Place. During the same year the first Kosher
restaurant. “Schwartz,” opened on Vermont Avenue north of Hollvwood
Boulevard. In 1924, Temple Israel, Hollvwood's sccoml synagogue. was
organized by Rabbi Tashner and met at Castle Sans Souci, northeast corner of
Franklin and Argyle. In 1925, Rabbi Isadore Isaacson took charge and in
1826 moved*his congregation to 1740 North Ivar Avenue, in the church
orig inally built by the Methodists at the corncr of the Boulevard and Ivar.
In 1924, “Gotham"” Kosher restaurant opened at 7050 Hollvwood Boulevard
Cat the corner of Sycamore, and soon after the “Zuyder Zee” opened on Las
' Palma- south of the boulevard. Several others have since come and gone
" while tliose mentipned above remain. All of which indicates that Hollywood
| has become increasingly Mosaic.

June 11 1942 A sisterhood card card, proceeds for the children’s Jewish school

Note the reminder that a terrible war is going on” Buy War Bonds”.

A

luncheon and carg W
| party n the
T‘EII'IPIe auditorium, 1508 North .
!\‘h]tcn Place. Tuesday at 1o
| @clock. This luncheon and card |
® party has been Eiven by Apg .
v:Simon for the past ten years to,
,;c_lose the season's activities. High-'—
I.hght nll' this luncheon and card
.1 Party will be the installation of the
] Directors,
Proceeds gn ta the S
e, g Talmud
= —Buy War Bonds—
CHELONS DANCE 2VER
SUNDAY NITE—ROyAL P.—\L,\L: Te
HOTEL—360 SO. WESTLAKE T«
-

————



And a similar party January 29 1943

—— e —

tell- | .
ome | SISTEBHD_]_}D___E;AHD PARTY
s 1[1 A cax’ﬁ*i:mty.__spfinsorrd by the
Uve,“Beth EI Temple Sigferhood will be
[ neld in the Temfle Auditolium,
i - 1 Place. Hollywood,
5 Sunday evening. at 7:30. Mrs,
0 paul Lamkoff, who is honoring her
-ON° | jaughter Lorraine on her engage-
il ment to Mr. Morris Forman. is the
I'u_s' chairlady of this affair. Proceeds
Wiy) will go towards the Talmud Tomah
School. Rabbi N. I. Addleson will
and address the gathering and Cantor
Ball P. Lamkoff will render musical
hild, numbers.
diss —Buy War Bondse—

April 19, 1948

A children’s model Seder( reprinted in the Jewish Journal as a cover piece 1992

CHILDRENS
] ARRILIE, 945

“And you shall tell your child....”

Cover Page Jewish Journal April 17 1992

b ¥ ITEMPLE BETH-EL or HOLLYWOCT )\
5 | SEDER
",

Spring 1959 United Synagogue Review: Mezuzah Ceremony

EOL!:-YWOOD, CALIF. . . . A
ighlight of the recent rededication
Program of Temple Reth El was a
Mezuzap Cere.nmy, Outatanding
students of the congregational re-
ligious school were selected for the
honor of affixing new mezuzot on
the dnc:rpuats of their classrooms
and reciting the appropriate pray-
ers. The ceremony was followed
with an assembly, which featured
the significance of the mezuzah,

and closed with a se’dugh shel
mitzvah,



3/14/1960 Men’s Club Lecture

et = Fn
eth El n's Club
Mscussiun

Autumn 1960 United Synagogue Review President of HTBE becomes head of the Pacific Southwest
Region of the United Synagogue

T Benjamin Seewack of Holly wood
Temple Beth El, Lo Angde,
ormia,  was
elected
¥ of the Pacific
f 4 Southwest Region )
{1 of the United
Synagogue at the
1 region's fifteenth
o annual  conven-
tion in June at
- Camp mah,
Me SEWAE iy California.
Mr. Seewack succeeds Stephen Sing-
er of the Valley Jewish Comm unity
Center, North Hollywood.

Mr. Seewack, a ident of
Temple Beth El ipzmly <hair-
man of the congregation's board
of diretors. He & also a member of
the Executive Committee of- the
University of Judaism in Los An-
gdes, and & an active leader in
other Jewish and civic organiza-
tons in the community.

The conventon was devoted to
an examination of “The Real and
the Superficial in Synagogue Life,”
and featured addresses by Dr. Mor-
ton Siegel, director of the United
Synagopue’s Department of Youth
Aacivities, and Dr. David Aronson,
associate professor at the University
of Judaism and past presidemt of
the Rabbinical Asembly of Amer-
ica

Also elected were: Matthew Ber
man, Sinai Temple, Los Angeles;
Victor Horwitz, Beth Ismel Sun
Valley; Jay Kahn, Alhambra Syma-
gogue Center, Alhambra; Leo D.
Dubins West Los Angeles Syna-
gogue, Los Angeles, and Irving
Munch, Valley Jewish Community
Center, North Hollywood, vice-pres-
idents; Isadore Levine, Hollywood
Temple Beth El, Los Angeles, treas-
urer; Samuel 8 Feldman of Valley
Beth Shalom, Encino, Ainamecial sec-
retary; Fred Fine, Beth Emet, Ana-
heim, recording secretary; and Mau-

" rice Rosen, Burbank Jewish Com-
munity Center, Burbank, corre-
sponding secretary.

Mr. Munch served as convention
chairman,

The Pacific Southwest Region
comprises forty-four congregations
in Southern California, Arizona
and Nevada




Autumn 1962 United Synagogue Review

Home forums begin

LOS ANGELES, CAL.: A new series
of home forums on Judaism for mem-
bers of Hollywood Temple Beth El was
initiated during the summer by Rabbi
Joseph H. Wagner and Cantor Nathan
D. Katzman.

Spring 1963 Silver ornaments

Rabbi Joseph Wagner, who is shown in this article was without a doubt the best loved of the Rabbis
of Hollywood Temple Beth Elin its heyday.

HOLLYWOOD, CAL.: Five hand-
wrought silver Torah omaments for
Hollywood Temple Beth El were ac-

r
(r. in photo) and president Anatole
Ponve (l.) from donor John Factor.

cept by bbi ]osep H. \gne




Nov 1,1963 Lecture series begins

il

DR. BAND TO OPEN
CBETHEL SERIES;
[GHT PROGRAMS

Elght  disilngulshedd  beclorers,
elucidors and musiclans will be
fealured in the third annual forum
rerles al flollywood Temple Belh
El, 116 N. Crescesl Heighis Blvd.
ar pd of ils nonund flne arts
progiraom wilhh Wabbl  Joseply 11
Wiagner as moderalor. *

“New Liplits On The  Jewish
Lllerary  lNorizon™ by Dr. Arnoeld
Nand, professor, UCTA Near l".;ls'I‘J
ern Shwhes, will initiale the serics
Tuesday, Nov. 19,

ON JAN. 28, “The Amcrlean
Fanily ‘T'oday—11s Moruls and
Mores™ will follow with a ponel
aq of Psychiatrizis: Drs. 8 Mark

Deran, Joseph Nallerson and Fred'
Galdsiein.

March 11 “Hebraic Condribut lons
0 Western Civilization™ with Dr.
‘Willizim K. Nilcheock, Professor of
listory, UCLA, ;

May 12 “"Festival of Jewish
Music” with Canlor Nalhan D.
Kalzman, lrving Riskin, Music Di-
tclor of (he Temple, with aupe
metled o botus ol orchesten.
‘MAY 28 WILL bo the wind-up
*ludaism  and  Christianily in a
Bunping World” with Dr. David
¥inston, professor of Rabbinic and
Moeck Literalure, Universily of]|

hudaixm.

4] Boch lecture will begin at 8:15 | o
L in the Temple's Menorah |Re
Hall and will be followed by a
Esssion  period  and  refresh- |4,

[ il 8

y wis. Admission is free to both:|de
., mbers and public. w
L, _ ‘l-a. Morris Welner is chairman
¢ Ap'ihe fine sirts program and Mrs. |
. thard INebr is  congregation |V
AVinel coordinalor, Analole Ponve :
A Mesident of Hollywood Temple | -
- klh EI, "
FE T e
* jW%ubov T~ Addenee |



Feb 7 1964 New President, Martin Weisbren

Loe—

2 BMA| gRITH MESSEMGER — Friday, February 7. 1954

» Synaqoaue
ETHELELECTS | '
[ARTIN WAISBREN |
0 PRESIDENCY

AL 3 cvagregational meeting of | :
wiyweed Temple Beih El Marin
sbhren, Los Angeles business | -
rullve and fermer vice Prest
=i, was upapimously elet
sideat - - 4
He swrreds Anatole Ponve who -
=4 offier for Lwo years, the limit | -
ader the Temple's constitution.
LINE OFICERS ehected te serve
ith Waisbren are vice presidents

3

L
i
T

. Peiser; recording secretary, Mrs.
ikhard Behr; and corresponding
erretary. Mangie Felgenbaum.
ELECTED T0 the Board of
frustees are Sylvan Y. Allen. D.
Killiam Anlignas, Richard Behr,
JewZe Bilsom Mrs. Paul Ward
toody, amoid Clejam, Seymour
Zuplan, Dr. Samuel Dinia, William
‘. Engs. Mrs. Herman Factof,
Heman Faclor, David Fein Harcy
Toldmas, Eroest Gottlieh, Harvey

leman, Alfred Katz, Mrs: Reu
‘::\: ®. Katz, ' Dr. Seymour Kauf
man, Ben Kaye, Morris Eoopow
Signey Lang Jacob I Lazarus
Tionald Levine, Sam Lifton Irving
0Lf, Samuel Ormont, Ray Radin
Sam Revel, Mrs Arthur Rosen
Arthur Rosen, Morris Rosen, A
A ierow, Osntmn [mn';
Eilk Sokolsky, Harry \
Tuch, Manuel Nv.irtfus mﬁ!m

i Vel William £y

Hayulin, George Heltzer, J. Fer|Weiner, .,
w.a,: Sr.. ;;.‘1 C. Herman, Harry |ner,” Joseph ‘Ywmﬂmh»
HerrikoH, Charles Holmad, lj‘a‘;‘ e ot v )

i bs. +
nte Homan. Phil er Deldon | commitiee was

Tanbmon, Miciael Eantzle

T n'ﬂtl Hﬁh g’gnag.u_g_ue Bz

Jan 1 1965 Yiddish Literature

Yiddish Literature
At Temple Beth EI

Ttabid Joseph [T, Warrner and the
dﬁﬁ*ﬁ’.ﬁﬁffgrwmplc Belh
121, 1305 N. Crescent lleights 13lvd,,
announce the inclusion of Yiddish
literature in the over-nll educalion-
e | @l program of the Temple.

o On Salurday, Jan. 0, R p.m,, the
on, | Temple will present the first of a
series of M'T.avah Malkahs and | —
dramalice programs. Slgmund Loew I
“g’- and Jack Newman will offer read-
¢lings from the warks of Perelz and
Sholem Aleichem. Soprano Marilyn
(iilbert and Cantor Nathan Katz-
':: man will render appropriale musi-
cal scleclions accompaniced by
Irving Riskin|

e

b




Feb 5 1965 Arts Series

'or
lit-
1y,
W,

on
lis-

0
ip-
al,

it¥| the Temple's Menorah Hall. Uni-
“"versit)f of Southern California
{ Chaplian, the Rev. Dr. John D.

ym
a

lis

T,

n
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|Beth £ Fine ArtsProgre
'Lists Four Major Subjec:

Topies vital to our time will be
discussed by prominent Jewish and
Christian theologians, leading edu-
cators and psychologists in a series
of four programs to be presented
at Hollywood Temple Beth El by
the Fine Arts Committee of which
Mrs Morris Weiner ¢hairman
and Mrs. Richard Behr coordinator.

Rabbi Joseph H. Wagner, spirit-
u P , will
serve as moderator.

“WHAT'S NEW in Jewish
Christian Dialogue,” first of the
series will be presented Feb. 16 in

Cantelon, brilliant theologian, and

ART TO BE SHOWN |
IN ROOM SETTINGS
IN CENTURY CITY

rill

1
University of Jud
Dr. Dawvid Winsl’.ur.j
ica’s foremost Held
will delve into th1
cent Ecumenical Ca
The progra>a w:l
as a Brotherhood
Beth EI's Sisterh
Club -’.-a:»-s;:mnsi:’!'l-ﬂni.;.,_y
Ans Committee.
~PERSPECTIVES
a Twisted Age.” Molt¥
will bring to the ‘'
Dr. Fred Goldstein '
Angeles psycholog :‘
Walter Ackerman. 4,
er's Institute of thej
Judaism.
They will explori«-

A

| patterns of modern ™

effecis and solutiont,
“SHAKESPEARE
Eible”” which won
proval from a lar:
the 1964 Fine Ar: "
repeated on Monday, |
¥ear the play to I=
narration, drama. -.

L

|
I
|
i
! The sixth “Living With Famous  matic reading will v
Paintings” Exhibit will be he]d;;-‘:hanl of \enice.' ‘,'
Feb. 822 at the GatewaY East; A popular Shakes;
Building in Century City. This was ! will share the Menoi,
. announced bv Mrs. Alexander M., with Cantor Natha
Liff and Harvey Ackerman.!musical director v
presidents respectivelv of the Los . the brilliant Beth E
‘4 | Angeles section, National Council BETH EL'S Ann: |
S |of Jewish Women and Southern |tival. final présen: ,
{California Chapter .American Inwti- series. Monday, Ma .
,tute of Interior Designers, the co- direcled by Cantor

£ |spensoring organizations. will  include sevei
é‘ FAMOUS PAINTINGS and sculp- 871518 in the field |
= | ture from well-known loeal art  The Periormning arts

z | collectors will be displayed in room| Martin Waisbren 1
= | settings designed by A.ID. design- (President. For inic,’
g lers. OL 6-3130, 1
=| Among the works to be exhihited —_—

Fall 1972 United Synagogue Review

Rap with Rabbi Mike

L
eI LS ALttt Mt
1
Temple Beth El, o e of mﬁ Jﬂ%ﬁd
NBregations in Southern
conducts a weekly inter-
Rap with Rabbi Mike.”

DLily & =



Aug 3 1979 High Holy Day Plans

FBeth El'Sets
i

> rsﬂﬁ.w;’yc%
. h_edul

_ ‘o’ 3-M

8L Seuleng president, and
L VE'lnossus ritual committee
Thairmar It Huﬂ wood - Temple
2 b El bave selected the two ::gn-
rtorial assistants for the
__FS"H!@: Holy Day ser-

e ,“i

it o
1Sdi‘ifs‘“(.t".;?#C.‘.ls.:zz:a:l Nathan

A ‘th&tﬂnples cantor for
M%;rears will be the Rev.
s Alon; currently serving as

: dﬁu‘.tmr';‘”and tenor Gary
S "* '!rhn has appeared in’
Bce: Igrtocal symphony and
N E}‘m;gg as ‘well as with the

mmphony.”
--ul-nu he trained as a

y.0¢ @_5‘ lember, is the :
Ett choice for Beth EI, having
. hmne,.fanuhar with its

S}, r‘
sy -
1 i»

urgy and music- -
‘Director of ‘music and or anist,
*ph Weiss i 1is nationally known

h’ Iﬂﬂ?lﬂg as well as his ar-
.IH Mmmg

A synagogue is not without its internal fights
Oct 1979 Letter in defense of Rabbi Martin Levin

The impact was felt for many years after.
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An Open Letter to the Rabbinical
Colleagues of Rabbi Martin N. Levin
From His Congregants

After three years of devoted service to Hollywood
Temple Beth El, our Spiritual Leader, Rabbi Martin N. Levin,
gas offered and accepted a new contract, effective Septem-
er 1, 1979.

On August 1, 1979, the President of our Temple sent
him a letter of termination, withdrawing his new contract
without stating any cause or reason. None of the applicable
procedures in our -laws were adhered to.

©On August 7, 1979, eight hundred and forty-four of

us submitted petitions demanding the Rabbi's retention, call-
ing for the resignation of the Temple officers, and insisting
upon a meeting of the entire congregation to effectuate these
demands. Those petitions were ignored, until the Superior
Court determined that the Temple's President and Chairman of
the Board had failed to perform their duty to call a congrega-
tional meeting and thus ordered them to call such a meeting.

On September 2, 1979, the congregational meeting was
held. Then, after a delay of four days, the votes were finally
counted. There was a 2 to 1 vote demanding Rabbi Levin's re-
tention, and a majority vote of no confidence in the officers.
Yet, as the High Holy Days approached, the President and Chair-
man of our Board failed to reinstate our Rabbi to his pulpit.

Many members began to resign from our Temple. We
rented the Directors Guild for the High Holy Days for those
who would not pray at Beth El while services were conducted
by another rabbi. We asked Rabbi Levin to officiate, and after
consulting with the Rabbinical Assembly. and the United Synagogue
in New York, he agreed. With hardly a week's notice, five
hundred congregants, many of whom had already paid dues and
received tickets to Beth E1l, filled the theatre to capacity.

— !'"Ll'l"l’fj wood 7 mple ath E7

Rabbi Levin has requested that his dispute with the
officers be submitted to binding arbitration under the auspices
of the United Synagogue. While that time consuming process is
pursued, he is literally locked out of his study and barred
from the pulpit, and his congregants are denied his rabbinical
services in our Temple.

an open Letter to the Rabbinical

colleagues of Rabbi Martin N. Levin October 1spa?§7§
.

This is where it stands now. In the meanti i
. ] ’ . ime, Rabbi
Levin is without income. He and his family are under e;lormo\ls
pressure and emotional strain. If the officers choose to dis-
regard the will of the congregation, they will continue to
subject our Rabbi to such indignity.

. We therefore ask you to consider these matters and,
if called upon, to assess the propriety of stepping into Rabbi
Levin's place until the controversy is settled. If there is a
wedding to. conduct, a funeral to take place, services to be
officiated, let them call upon him-- the overwhelming majority
wants him and wvoted for him.

Sincerely.,




Sept 25,1981 From the installation Shabbat Service of Rabbi Gilbert Kollin
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COME and REJOICE WITH US - -

in prayer at Friday evening
SHABBAT SERVICES

COME and PARTICIPATE WITH US - -

in the INSTALLATION
CEREMONIES of our new
Temple Officers and Trustees

FRIDAY, Sept. 25, 1981 at 8:00 P.M.

Gilbert Kollin, Rabbi

*Joseph H. Wagner, Rabbi Emeritus
Dr. David Lieber, Honorary Rabbi
Nathan D. Katzman, Cantor

Joe Weiss, Organist

Claudette Yartin, Executive Director

HOLLYWOOID TEMPFLE BETH EL
Crescent His. Blvd. at Fountain Ave. — Los Angeles, Calif.



May 14,1982 The 60" Anniversary of HTBE
To Celebrare s >-

FRID
Ne

Year ,

60{!:1 preparaﬂnl'ls are mua
Fi teted for HollY-  piea)
being COTP El's  sein

Ball cele- «

m 13 aL vic!
pration: Set 65, el
e B Benr is ball coordi-  ser
T or. Featured will be 2 A%
natot- et dinner, music by Ce
m Korda and his Of-
chestra, and a door pr:;z:l', c

diamond stud earrings B

mmm' 'S Diam;nd
ve Rt ‘
jversary IBall ) |
::-?e, Sylvia l{anu;:‘._
jlanthropist azd m A
ill be hon
Lt,::ta b ﬁen with a sanc-

jeati t Shab-
tuary dgd;cgmon a

y . a .
i lose friends
pavid Fein, € e
i tor an
drg e Kanen of the an-
[v]
i ball.
mv&mﬂw Temple Belt;(h
is located at 1317 N.
Crescent Heights Blvd. in
Los Angeles. For informa-
tion call 655-3150.
-———_—-_—_..f_—____

1 Honored = e =
Ed Edelman — humanitarian :

Supervisor Edmund D. Temple's 63rd anniversary,
Edelman will receive the  said MoriGol x

his receat creation of the Les
Angeles County Children’s
Services

Department.
‘This new depanment is the
For the third time, Bdel-

! first created at the local gov-
Temple Bk H man was recently dected 1o _cmmentleveldealing with the

on Sunday evening, March 24,  chair the five-permn County ~needs of children. E

in the Grand Ballroom of the Board of Supervisors.

Beverly Hiltor One,

For the past 2 years E4
Edciman has of

the most influentisl elected
officials in Southern Cali-

r fornia -
I Born and raiscd in Los

Married in 1968 10 the
former Mari Mayer, they
have raised two teenaged
da ug i ‘Erica N ad

M%Mmmmi . EmigRese oo
e =" Ed bas becn a mamber of
Holljwyod Now | et

some of the most
1

or ga in i
communityof Las Angeles in-
[ ot s 1 cluding the Jewish War Vet~
pk.. E. SCHEEEER, ITS RABB - erans; Jewish Center Associa-
« V. FHAN GREEN-
Lo i ke Guardians of the Jewish . ~
A ‘Homes far the Agi
L A mew Congregsuon apd Sunds

tive board, and the Anti-Def-
‘Rebool Wazestablished on Wodnes | amation League Regional
dag bight, Octobar Eth B Holtywdod,| - Advisory Boand. . * L‘
The mesting took place.nt-1821 N Because of the growing
[¥at Ness avenve, in'the " spacions population of homeless men,
e of bir. Bdward Wiza, who was e e e
A e the assomb} commly, S0
B o Seiveenin . Iyt sed mlutons o fhe
~ha thirty—one ladies present fommey many problems facing the
22 an maillary melety to fae Coned homelcas,
sivgation. Dr. Fmaauel Schrelber| Harry and Helen Kotlarare
will be the Rabbl and Rev, Nathan| Saperaous of :“:;‘"':
| Oreenwald, the fine Cantor of Fush| i ‘cachai
Street Temple, of Sin Fransiseo wilk| :‘:::"; FPopila ace =] /
. be tha Castor of U Congreghtion.. -
March 15 1985 HTBE Honors County Supervisor Ed Edelman |-'m e o o an o i

<



July 10 1986 A letter of tribute about HTBE from one of America’s most popular song writer, Harry

Tobias

https://www.songhall.org/profile/Harry_Tobias
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LOMSOME oL Tow

SMILALOKG, S iy poc

MO RE cmETS.

LOST v FoumD

WILD HOHEY

OH BE SUNNY 5I0ECF THE
RO S

AT YOUR COMMAND

M SCRRY, DEAY

IBALIGHTER OF PEGGY OMENL

WAIT FOR ME, MAEY

FLL KEEF THE LOVELGHT
BENING.

GOTOSLEPFY, LTTLE MsY

| SEMEMBEL MAMA

LOVE IS AL

THAT GIiL OF MIE

M GOD WE TRUST

STAR OF MO TE

8 gEZUNT

M. GONNA GET YOU

THE BOWLING S0NG

ROCEY MOUNTARN EXFIESS

WHERTT'S MARVEST TME,
SWEET ANGEINE

WEDDIHG OF THE BIDS

MOON 0N MY ALLOW

COH ERMEST [ARE YOU
EARNEST WITH ME

ALL FORTHE LOVE OF MBE

LOVE 15 THE THIFNG.

GOOD MIGHT, MY LOVE

IF 1K NEW THEN

I"LL HAVETHELAST WALIZ
WITH MOTHER

MAAY | HAVE THE HEXT DREAM
WITH Yo

IT ARCT AL ROES
Bt Lifw's Worth While]

July 10,1986

Rabbh William M. Kemmer
4% Heritage

2130 S. Vermont Avenue
Lgs Angeks, California

Dear Rabbi Eramer;-

I enjoyed your Column
My Shtetele California, Beth El was Hollywood.

1 attended Beth El Hollywood Temple

about I933.
My late Son Elliott wa: Bar Hitva

there in I935, As a metter of fact Benjamin Warner
was Ppesident of Beth E1 when Elliot participated

for the Occasion..
Many of the Hollywood Stars

attended Beth El during jfhe High Holidays.
They ealled Jack Warnerd Dad Fop Warner.

Thewf Son Jack Warner as you wrote
put on a Bbg Shindig for his Dad's Instalation,.

Thanks for the memories,

Sincerely,

/&m/‘i;

INDUCTED INTO THE
SONGWRITERS HALL. OF FAME
MARCH T, 1983


https://www.songhall.org/profile/Harry_Tobias

The fabulous Hollywood Temple Beth El became shipwrecked in a terrible legal battle with its
retired Cantor, Nathan Katzman,

Here, from the mid 1990’s, is a letter to the editors from the daughter of the congregation’s
President, Joe Heller, defending her father’s honor.

ﬁ An Ugly Dispute
Unde
g LSt o

wou
51 B rhre d basig of the
=W sult Nathan and Grace

Heller, who was my fsther,
s Sued Iy abd &
portion of the judgment is
against his estate, mather
and ] had lo appear in court each
day. The testimony againg my
father was basically unrefuted
Snce he was not there to defend
himself. The jury had to decide
complicsted contractusl ismes
and was ghvern, fom our point of
View, inadequate indormation
becauge of rulings by e judge
d uring the qu:gadjny_

Despite what was said a
my father during this dres
trial, be did what any synagogue
president does when money is
tight. He made difficul
decisions to the best of his shilil
with the knowledge of the boa
of directors, and he dealt fairly
with employess and vendors
alike Though Wathan Katzman
wits indetd pald late, he was

id im full by the time he Gled

JEEITTE rpeople alo
were pald late, but no one else
sued.

My father was a mersch whio
pw}gm}' of both his time
and his money to the synagog ve.
He was prepared bo defend
himself against the deliberate

emonal attack made in the

trman wsalt. His death l=ft

1m0 ome o speak forhim, but the
lawsuit proceeded and the pain
forhis family of going through
this ordeal less than sewen
months after his funeral has
exacted atoll beyond measure.
The people who worked with
him, his family and hisfriends
remember him as a caring and
thoug ktful individual with &
lifelong commitment o
Conservative Judalsm and its
it itntons. [ hope noone who
wolunteers in good faith ina
Jew 5h organization ever
endures atriallike this. The
dispute-resclution services inthe
Jewish commumity have been
ignored Itisa shandah/

Karen Heller Mason
" \ Los Angeies

Hold on to the Heights / /;
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After that, the historic property was transferred to the Iranian American Jewish Federation, and the
Temple continued operating as a subsidiary of the new institution.



