
The Story of Hollywood Temple Beth El as recorded in local Jewish Press Part 2 

 

5/2/1930 New Officers are sworn in, including, as VP, the father of the Warner Bros,  who brings with  

him, the Warner cast.  

 

 

 

 

 



9/26/1930 A $25,000 Pipe organ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Oct 23, 1931 

From the notes of Rabbi Willaim Kramer, the thought that prompted him to start on the story of 
Hollywood Temple Beth El for “My Shtetele California”. 

 

 

 



 

And as reported in The California Jewish Voice 

 



The New Year’s Ball , 1932, Tribute Book, with Warner Stars

 

 



High Holy Day Services announcement  Sept. 7,  1934 

 

Essay of the same date by Rabbi Jerome Mark 

 

 

 



Circa 1937, this excerpt from A History of Hollywood by Edwin O Palmer 

“Hollywood has become increasingly Mosaic” 

 

 

 

June 11 1942 A sisterhood card card, proceeds for the children’s Jewish school 

Note the reminder that a terrible war is going on” Buy War Bonds”. 

 

 

 

 



And a similar party January 29 1943 

 

April 19, 1948 

A children’s model Seder( reprinted in the Jewish Journal as a cover piece 1992 

 

 

 

Spring 1959 United Synagogue Review: Mezuzah Ceremony 

 

 



3/14/1960 Men’s Club Lecture 

 

 

Autumn 1960  United Synagogue Review President of HTBE becomes head of the  Pacific Southwest 
Region of the United Synagogue 

 



Autumn 1962 United Synagogue Review 

Home forums begin 

 

Spring 1963 Silver ornaments 

Rabbi Joseph Wagner, who is shown in this article was without a doubt the best loved of the Rabbis 
of Hollywood Temple Beth El in its heyday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nov 1,1963 Lecture series begins 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Feb 7 1964 New President, Martin Weisbren 

 

 

Jan 1 1965 Yiddish Literature 

 



 

Feb 5 1965 Arts Series 

 

Fall 1972 United Synagogue Review 

Rap with Rabbi Mike 

 

 



 

Aug 3 1979 High Holy Day Plans 

 

A synagogue is not without its internal fights 

Oct 1979 Letter in defense of Rabbi Martin Levin 

The impact was felt for many years after. 



 

 

 



Sept 25,1981 From the installation Shabbat Service of Rabbi Gilbert Kollin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 14,1982 The 60th Anniversary of HTBE 

 

 

 

March 15 1985 HTBE Honors County Supervisor Ed Edelman  

 



 

July 10 1986 A letter of tribute about HTBE from one of America’s most popular song writer, Harry 
Tobias 

https://www.songhall.org/profile/Harry_Tobias 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.songhall.org/profile/Harry_Tobias


 The fabulous Hollywood Temple Beth El became shipwrecked in a terrible legal battle with its 
retired Cantor, Nathan Katzman, 

Here, from the mid 1990’s, is a letter to the editors from the daughter of the congregation’s 
President, Joe Heller, defending her father’s honor. 

 

After that, the historic property was transferred to the Iranian American Jewish Federation, and the 
Temple continued operating as a subsidiary of the new institution. 


