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No Pictures Available For Children

Pierre Henri Georges Markus  1941-1944
Yvette Manuela Germaine Markus 1943-1944

The Adolf Mendelsohn Family



First Documents found from my father Harry Bock
      
     Needed for Exit Visa from Nazi Germany















Names I learned for the First Time

• Marjem Gittel Katz 1861-1937 (Great Grandmother)

• Jetty Katz Mendelsohn 1885- (Grandmother)

• Abraham Mendelsohn 1887-1942
• +Elsa Simcha Mendelsohn 1890-1942
•      Alice Valeria Mendelsohn - 1913



Leapoldstadt

The Mendelsohn family  lived in the 
Second District, (Bezirk), of Vienna.  
This part of Vienna was known as 
Leopoldstadt and was traditionally a 
Jewish district. It was named after 
Leopold 1, Holy Roman Emperor.   
Forty percent of the inhabitants were 
Jewish when the Nazis came into 
power. There were Jewish theaters, 
coffee houses, schools, synagogues, 
and prayer houses. This life was 
destroyed in one stroke.  The 30,000 
people who lived there were 
eventually deported and murdered. 



Israelitische Kultusgeminde in Wien

• Represents the Jewish Community in Vienna and Austria
• Collects records of Jewish births, deaths, and marriages. 
• Has a website of archives that goes back hundreds of 

years 
                                      After 1938 Anschluss

• After the Anschluss informed Austrian Jews that they 
should plan to leave Austria

• Had all Jews fill out an Immigration Questionnaire
• Unfortunately,  these records made deportations easier



IKG Fragebogen Emigration Questionnaire 
for Adolf Mendelsohn 

May 1938





Register of Assets of Jews as of 27 April 1938 

                                 for Adolf Mendelsohn
 





700 Miles From Vienna to to Antwerp, Belgium



Information from the Archives of City of Antwerp, Belgium













Out of Gurs to Chansaye Reception Center about 500 miles from Gurs



10 Months at the Chansaye 
Reception Center

November 1941 to September 1942



Police Directive of August 5, 1942

All Jews entering France after January 1, 
1936 were subject to arrest.



The Chansaye Center was warned about an impending raid 
and most of those threatened with deportation were quickly 
dispensed into the local area, supported by the local 
population. 

Of the 87 people at the center, all but 5 survived the round 
ups.
 
 Unfortunately, Elsa and Adolf Mendelsohn were two of 
the five caught in the roundup and were ultimately deported 
to Auschwitz



The 5 internees from Chansaye transported to 
Camp at Rivesaltes





Transit Camp 
Drancy near 

Paris
September 

25, 1942



25 September 1942 Convoy 37 to Auschwitz



Plaque in Front of Chansaye Reception Centre
placed in 2012



Adolf and Elsa 
Mendelsohn



Alice Mendelsohn

 and

Friedrich Markus



Vienna to 
Brussels, 
Belgium 

 September 
1938



Couple Marry April 22, 1939
                  Antwerp, Belgium











Friedrich and Alice Markus were given an extension 
to remain in Antwerp until 30 May 1940.

    On May 28, 1940 Germany occupied Belgium



Seeking Refuge in France and Birth of Children



From 1940 until September 1943 Italy occupied an area of southeastern 
France.  
Some  300,000 Jews took refuge there. 

The Italians refused to cooperate with the Nazis and Jews felt safe in Nice.
 Until September 8, 1943

However, when the Italians signed the armistice with the Allies on 
September 8, 1943, German troops immediately invaded  the former Italian 
zone and initiated brutal raids.  

Within five months 5,000 Jews were caught and deported. Friedrich Markus 
was one of those. 



From  JewishGen
 
Friedrich Markus was arrested in Nice on  September 22, 1943

He arrived at Auschwitz October 31,1943 coming from Drancy
 
Entered the camp as a forced laborer 





In November 1943 Friedrich was deported from Auschwitz to 
Camp Gusen, a subcamp of the Mauthausen Concentration 
Camp located in Austria.

Two large arms companies moved parts of their production to 
Gusen. Steyer-Daimler-Puch AG produced guns and the 
Messerschmidt GmbH company, a major airplane 
manufacturer, produced airplane parts. 

Forced laborers worked under terrible conditions in the granite 
quarry there.



Gusen concentration camp after the liberation, May 1945
       Purpose of the camp was extermination through forced labor



On March 3, 1945 Friedrich sent to another camp, Camp 
Gröditz, a subcamp of Flossenbürg.

This was some 16 months after having entered Auschwitz.



Concentration Camp Gröditz was a subcamp of 
Flossenbürg in Germany. Friedrich Markus arrived at 
Gröditz on March 3, 1945 coming from 
Gusen/Mauthausen. Gröditz was the northernmost 
subcamp of Flossenbürg located close to Riesa. 
Forced labor consisted of the construction of anti-aircraft 
guns for the Mitteldeutsche Stahlwerke. 







Closure of the Camp Gröditz Before the Arrival of the 
Red Army
On April 9,1945, 400 to 500 prisoners who were able to work were transported by truck to 
Radebeul. From there the prisoners were forced on a march to Theresienstadt where they 
were liberated. 
186 ill prisoners were shot dead in a sandpit in nearby Koselitz. A work detail of 30 
prisoners remained behind in the camp to remove all traces of the subcamp.  They were 
liberated after a death march by the Red Army in the area of Zinnwald. The prisoners who 
died in Gröditz were buried at various cemeteries after the war. In 2004 a gravesite at 
Gröditz Cemetery was inaugurated.

A month later World War II in Europe ended on 8 
May 1945.  There is no information on how Friedrich 

perished.



Alice Markus had 2 children 
born in Nice, France

• Pierre Markus, born
  December 29, 1941

• Yvette Markus born 
   May 24, 1943



Friedrich was arrested in Nice on September 22, 1943, 
she was left on her own with her two small children.

6 months later in March 1944 she and her children were 
arrested and deported on Convoy 70 to Auschwitz.

 



Fast Forward to 1947 and 1948

No Information on the Mendelsohn Family

Arolsen Archives formerly known as the 
International Tracing Service is an archive that 
contains 30 million documents from concentration 
camps, details of forced labor, and files on 
displaced persons. 







Fast Forward to 2012

Memorial Plaque in front of Chansaye 
Reception Center





Fast Forward to 2022
Kazerne Dossin

Give Them a Face Portrait Ceremony
November 24, 2022
Melchelen, Belgium



The Kaserne Dossin is a former military base that is now a 
memorial to the Holocaust.

The Give Them a Face Portrait Collection contains over 4200 
portraits of Jewish men, women and children who were 
deported from Belgium from French camps to Auschwitz.
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