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Why should we care who are the Jews?

Classic German racial anti-Semitism ,foundation of the Holocaust – coined, not against Arabs, but only against Jews 
by William Marr at end of 19th century

 Chief theoretician: Houston Chamberlain: Foundations of the Nineteenth Century: The Jew is not a true Arab, but 
a mongrel race, therefore, destructive. Summary from Wikipedia:

"the modern Jew (Homo judaeica) mixes some of the features of the Hittite (H. syriaca) – notably the 
"Jewish nose", retreating chin, great cunning and fondness for usury[3] – and of the true Semite, 
the Bedouin Arab (H. arabicus), in particular the dolichocephalic (long and narrow) skull, the thick-set 
body, and a tendency to be anti-intellectual and destructive.[4]

According to this theory, the product of this miscegenation was compromised by the great differences 
between these two stocks. The crossing between Bedouin and Syrian was — from an anatomical point of 
view — probably worse than that between Spaniard and South American Indian"

This Chamberlain was the great theoretician of race and the man who crowned Hitler as the Messiah of 
the Aryan race.
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Then, we have Jews, who wanted so much to disconnect us from “ 
Semites”. Arthur Koestler, otherwise famous for his book, The 
Darkness at Noon, wrote: The 13th Tribe-Ashkenazic Jews are not 
really ethnic Jews, but descendants of the Khazars. Therefore, we 
are really Turks; therefore, you can’t be an anti-Semite because we 
are not Semites. Some researchers claim that Yiddish is really a 
Turkish language.

Then we have the Palestinians, who insist we have no right to be in 
the land of Israel as we are white European invaders, while they are 
true Canaanites ( Mohammed Abbas, head of PA, Roger Waters of 
Pink Floyd, to name a few).



Then we have people like Farrakhan, Nick Cannon( now, changed his tune, discovering 
he has Jewish ancestry) ,et al. and theoreticians of black Israel-that we are imposters, 
that the Israelites were Africans, so we are not true Jews. "believe that Jews are devilish 
impostors and ...openly condemn whites as evil personified, deserving only death or 
slavery". ( From SPLC).

What was typical Jewish response in the 20th century to racial theory?
a defensive posture. Jews presented countless studies showing that the physical types 
of Jews was so varied, that it was impossible for there to be a “ Jewish race ”, rather a 
people of very different origins who had adopted Judaism as a religion, maybe an ethnic 
cultural group, but not a “ race”,( as understood at the time, of a distinct grouping of 
people according to “blood).

Could it be?
Let’s look at Typical Jews -Counter stereotypes :

This is a typical Ashkenazic Jew according to caricature : out of shaped, stooped, a laughable 
image or the frumpy yenta type.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evil


Issur Danielovitch

The Jewish shlumper, also known as Kirk Douglas, 
here as Spartacus



Betty Joan Perske

And the frumpy yenta, also known as Lauren 
Bacall

Then, we have the weak, 
defenseless Jew



Douglas wasn't the 
only Jew with a sword

• These are Mountain Jews of the 
Caucasus region ( Azerbaijan and vicinity), 
who had full respect from their Muslim 
neighbors ( till today, Azerbaijan has good 
relations  with Israel).



Of course, if you are an 
Arab King, you want 
bodyguards you can trust

• Abdullah I of Jordan, who didn't trust his 
own tribesmen, trusted these Jews from 
Habban ( Hadramaut-Hebrew –Hatzer Mavet-
The Courtyard of Death- eastern Yemen.



A Habbani Seder
Although neighbors to the Jews of northern 
Yemen, their dress is very distinct- white 
turban, sash across chest, and a Jambiya, or 
dagger, something forbidden to other Jews in 
Moslem realms. Their neighbors didn't bother 
them.

Before the rise of Islam, there was a Jewish 
kingdom in southern Arabia ( Yemen) and 
Mohammed himself at first sought support 
from Jewish Bedouin tribes. 



Jews are European colonialists?

• Jews came to North Africa, Tunisia and parts west, by the 1st 
century. Legend has it that a Jewish Queen,Dihya, led a fierce 
resistance to the Islamic conquest of the Maghreb (wester North 
Africa). Till modern times, these Berber Jews live as did the 
other Berber tribes.
• A Jewish Berber Woman in full regalia. Note the tattoo down 
nose and chin, not common in the shtetl.



Not all historic Jews 
followed Judaism
Jews had a major split in the 8th century, 
when a “ Protestant” movement( rejecting 
tradition and returning to the text of the 
Bible) arose, Karaism ( from “ Kara”, Biblical) 
and separated from the majority community 
that followed Rabbinic tradition ( Rabbanism-
Mishnah and Talmud). Note- tallit and kippah, 
Rabbinic customs, but on the  floor, Islamic 
style. Karaites till modern times resided in 
Egypt, eastern Europe, and Crimea. Now, 
most are in Israel.



Then too, not all 
Israelites are Jews
The Samaritans separated from the rest of 
the Israelite world at the time of the 
destruction of the first Temple, and even 
before. Descendants of the northern 
tribes of Israel, they retained only the Five 
Books of Moses and Joshua, and use the 
older form of Hebrew writing.



Of course, not all 
Jews are born Jews

• These residents of San Nicandro 
Garganico decided to convert, en masse, to 
Judaism, just as the Fascist came to power 
in Italy. Most settled in Israel.



This community 
recently converted en 
masse to Judaism
The members of Abuyaduya ( People of 
Judah) movement in Uganda, came to 
Judaism as a group , officially in 2002, but 
they had begun to associate as Jews a 
century ago.



So, it looks like we are too divergent to be a race, or even a genetically related group, at least by our 
Phenotype. However, the Genotype tells a different story for Jews around the world. From high school 
genetics- the Phenotype is what you see, the Genotype is what’s inside.

• Since Watson and Crick first cracked the DNA molecule, genetic science has been 
able to uncover history that till now had been surmise.

• For example- who are the Cohanim?
"If this hereditary tradition has been closely followed, the Y chromosomes of 
the Cohanim today should bear some resemblance to one another because 
of their unbroken link back to a common ancestor, Aaron.
Genetic studies among Cohanim from all over the world reveal the truth 
behind this oral tradition. About 50 percent of Cohanim in both Sephardic 
and Ashkenazic populations have an unusual set of genetic markers on their 
Y chromosome. What is equally striking is that this genetic signature of the 
Cohanim is rarely found outside of Jewish populations. Remarkably, the 
evidence suggests the Cohanim chromosomes coalesce at a date that 
corresponds with when the priesthood is thought to have begun. 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/israel/familycohanim.html
• Just to make things interesting, one tribe in Africa, the Lemba, in Zimbabwe, has 

an ancient tradition of connection with Jews- and DNA studies show the Cohen 
gene among them

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/israel/familycohanim.html


We are mostly cousins

• (Summary from Wikipedia)
• Genetic studies on Jews are part of the population 

genetics discipline and are used to better understand the 
chronology of migration provided by research in other fields, 
such as history, archaeology, linguistics, and paleontology.

• These studies investigate the origins of 
various Jewish populations today. In particular, they 
investigate whether there is a common genetic heritage 
among various Jewish populations.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_genetics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_genetics
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We are alike in Warsaw and Casba!But we do 
"parla italiano" also!

• Studies of autosomal DNA, which look at the entire DNA mixture, show that Jewish 
populations have tended to form relatively closely related groups in independent 
communities with most in a community sharing significant ancestry.

• For populations of the Jewish diaspora, the genetic composition of Ashkenazi, Sephardi, 
and Mizrahi Jewish populations show significant amounts of shared Middle 
Eastern ancestry.[1][2][3] According to Behar and colleagues (2010), this is "consistent with a 
historical formulation of the Jewish people as descending from 
ancient Hebrew and Israelites of the Levant" and "the dispersion of the people of 
ancient Israel throughout the Old World".[4][5] Jews living in the North African, Italian, and 
Iberian regions show variable frequencies of admixture with the historical non-Jewish 
population along the maternal lines. In the case of Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews (in 
particular Moroccan Jews), who are closely related, the source of non-Jewish admixture is 
mainly southern European. Behar and colleagues have remarked on an especially close 
relationship between Ashkenazi Jews and modern Italians.[4][6][7] Some studies show that 
the Bene Israel and Cochin Jews of India, and the Beta Israel of Ethiopia, while very closely 
resembling the local populations of their native countries, may have some ancient Jewish 
descent.[5]( Summary from Genetic Studies on Jews- Wikipedia)

• ( A friend of mine, whose family is Moroccan, was surprised to find some Italian DNA!)
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Like the Druze!!
• In June 2010, Behar et al. "shows that most Jewish samples form a 

remarkably tight subcluster with common genetic origin, that overlies 
Druze and Cypriot samples but not samples from other Levantine 
populations or paired Diaspora host populations. In contrast, 
Ethiopian Jews (Beta Israel) and Indian Jews (Bene Israel and Cochin) 
cluster with neighboring autochthonous populations in Ethiopia and 
western India, respectively, despite a clear paternal link between the 
Bene Israel and the Levant.".[4][11]

• "The most parsimonious explanation for these observations is a 
common genetic origin, which is consistent with an historical 
formulation of the Jewish people as descending from ancient Hebrew 
and Israelite residents of the Levant."[4

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autochthon_(person)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_studies_on_Jews#cite_note-Behar2010-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_studies_on_Jews#cite_note-nytimes.com-11
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We are all more closely related to each other than 
to our neighbors, even though we look different!
• Ashkenazi, Sephardi, and Mizrahi Jews were found to be closer 

genetically to each other than to their long-term host populations, 
and all of them were found to have Middle Eastern ancestry, together 
with varying amounts of admixture in their local populations. Mizrahi 
and Ashkenazi Jews were found to have diverged from each other 
approximately 2,500 years in the past, approximately the time of 
the Babylonian exile. The studies also reconfirmed the results of 
previous studies which found that North African Jews were more 
closely related to each other and to European and Middle Eastern 
Jews than to their non-Jewish host populations.,[91]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_exile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_studies_on_Jews#cite_note-pmid22869716-101


What's it look like when you graph Jewish 
communities alongside their neighbors?



The great 
Ashkenazi 
question-
where did 
they come 
from. Around 
1000, only a 
few hundred 
families-Green 
lines.Starting 
1800-a 
massive surge-
all cousins!



The Weinberg-Iger clan-Jews tended to marry inside the 
family.Grandmother Binah's father, Moses was grandfather to my mother's 

father. Grandmother Helena's ancestors were Binah's ancestors.



My mother’s 
sideMy father’s 

side



Once you find a known Rabbi in 
the tree, you are related to all 
other major Rabbis of Europe, 
as well as many notables.Rabbi 
Akiva Eiger was the renowned 
scholar of his day and fathered 
many children! One of 
many great-granddaughters 
was my mother, Irene. He is my 
3rd great-grandfather.

Irene Weinberg-Rabbi N Weinberg



MyHeritage 
identified 16,000 
people who are 
cousins of the 3rd 
or more remove. I 
can identify only 2 
of them! If I go to 
3rd cousin, 
assuming 5 viable 
children each 
generation, I would 
have only 125, to 
the 5th, only 3125! 
That  makes family 
tracing among Jews 
impossible.



You get interesting 
relatives!



Or in Islam



97.2% 
Jewish- with 
a little Finn 
and Kazakh 
to boot



DNA results can be 
pretty startling-Like 
88% Palestinian

https://youtu.be/JId
ADujEf2g
Beyachad
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