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Greetings Dearest HWC Comadres, 
 

 My wish is that this newsletter finds you and your 
loved ones healthy and happy. 
 I would like to extend congratulations and grati-
tude to all of you, our Members, and our Board for the 
beautifully successful events and accomplishments 
we’ve achieved over the past few months.  Despite the 
challenges presented by the pandemic, we were able to 
continue our legacy and dedication to service by ex-
ceeding our fundraising goal for the Scholarship Fund.  
We were able to celebrate our outstanding Scholarship 
Recipients in a virtual Meet and Greet that captured 
the warmth and camaraderie of the live events.  These ladies are able to contin-
uing excelling and contributing in their chosen fields thanks to the financial 
support and mentorship of our organization. 
 Congratulations to the incomparable Teresa Leger Fernandez for her Con-
gressional victory.  We wish her success in this endeavor and by virtue of her 
character and love of our State know that her successes will be victories for us 
all. 
 Sadly, we also lost a precious friend with the passing of long time Member 
Raquel Velásquez.  She leaves a beautiful legacy captured in our book Mujeres 
Valerosas. 
 Through our trials, successes, loves, losses, virtual engagements, and every-
thing else this season we are grateful for this HWC Family which not only 
supports us, but uplifts us.  Thank you all for everything you do to help this 
organization thrive! 
 

With Deepest Affection, Gratitude and Respect, 
 

MAJ(R) Linda C. Zamora 
HWC President 2020 

  

 HWC Virtual Holiday Party 
 

Sunday, December 6, 2020, 4:00pm to 5:00pm 
Enjoy a sing-along with “Las Flores del Valle” 

and reconnect with your comadres 
Zoom Link will be provided in an email. 
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Keynote Speech by Dr. Florencia Monge 
 

Delivered at the HWC Virtual Meet & Greet, September 23, 2020 
 

Dr. Mónge delivered á persónál, heártfelt messáge tó the incóming students, ánd we áre              
pleásed tó publish her messáge in full.  Enjóy! 

 
 

Good afternoon everyone and thank you for having me.  I would like to 
take a moment to congratulate all of the scholarship recipients.  We are 
so proud of you. You all have come along way.  I would also like to wel-
come you to the Hispanic women’s council if this is your first time. I hope 
you find what I found here which is a community of wise women that 
want success for you and have tools to help you.  
 
I am Florencia Monge and I am honored to have been invited to speak to 
you at this reception. I want to use this opportunity to share my story 
with you a little bit, and I hope to serve as some source of inspiration, 
maybe a resource, a point of reference, something that will help you 

move towards your professional goals.  
 
So, a little bit about myself – you know I find this question a little bit funny 

but something that seems to be pretty commonly asked, more recently in my medical school interview, 
and it’s like well what do I say, how much time do I have, but I think I have an answer that aligns with how 
I want to be seen. I am a Latina, I am a mother, a wife, a daughter, an academic, a scientist, and now a 
medical student.  
 
A Latina – one of the greatest benefits from being a recipient of this HWC scholarship has been the men-
torship.  I have been Dr. Victoria Sanchez’s and Dr. Romero-Leggott’s mentee for a couple of years now, 
and I am so thankful to them.  Beyond their professional accolades, which I am in awe of, it is through con-
versations with them that I have embraced that. I didn’t shy away from it before, I wasn’t ashamed, but I 
felt that my Mexican culture seemed to bump into my identify as a scientist.  Some of my colleagues eat/
breathe/sleep science and they’re great scientists, and I’m sure they’re happy in their personal life too, 
but I can’t do that.  I have a mom that calls me and invites me for dinner 3-4 times a week, and I want to 
go to dinner.  I like to spend time with them.  This does not make me a less competent scientist, a less suc-
cessful professional.  Being “dependent’ on your family like this didn’t make a less successful “adult.”  
They [Dr. Sanchez and Dr. Romero-Leggott] allowed me to see that they are like this too and their careers 
are amazing! You just learn to work a little differently, move things around and prioritize.  
 
I’m a new mom – all I have on that is that It takes a village to raise a kid and guess what – I have a village, 
because culturally that’s how we are too. Three weeks after my daughter was born, I started studying for 
the MCAT and 3 weeks after that I went back to work to finish up projects preparing for graduation. Hav-
ing my family around, and a community of women that share these cultural views with me, has been so 
helpful in relieving some of the stress that accompanies these events. It’s not enough to just know some-
one far away that does it or maybe is even a little more separated culturally than you, it’s just harder to 
share, at least it was for me.    
 

 

Dr. Florencia Monge & her mother 
Florencia Vela-Monge 
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I’m a wife, a daughter, and a sister too. I mean I keep these in my introduction because I can’t separate 
those from who I am.  Granted I know different introductions ask for different versions of you but you 
catch my drift, I can’t separate the scientist, the doctor, from the mom, or the daughter that speaks with 
her parents almost every day.  
 
I’m a scientist and a medical student. I defended my dissertation in July, and I started medical school two 
weeks after. I decided to switch career paths because I have to ask myself – what do I want to leave behind 
and where can my skills be most beneficial. I do love research, its exhilarating and frustrating but reward-
ing.  However, I feel that as a physican I can help my community more. I think the doctor’s office, the hospi-
tal are very vulnerable places and, if its hard to comfortable, I think there could be some barriers in treat-
ment.   
 
At this specific point in my life/academic/professional journey I do feel like things are going well, but this 
did not come at a free cost, or stress-free, nor did I do this alone.  Dr. Sanchez has also helped me to recog-
nize that if I don’t speak for myself, other people wont either, and in the professional, male-dominated 
fields in which I find myself, this is a skill I am still working on.  
 
I am grateful for the opportunities that I have had that have led me here, but in line with my last comment, 
I continue to reach for my professional goals because I have learned to take advantage of opportunities.  I 
have made connections and surrounded myself with people who look out for me with professional/
personal advice, praise, with constructive criticism, with resources.   
 
You are now part of this group that has all of this for you, so I am happy that this scholarship can relieve 
some of the financial burden.  That is a great help, but also I urge you to take advantage of the mentoring 
sessions. It may change as you progress from undergraduate to graduate or professional but the great 
thing is these women can help you throughout!  They have the knowledge, the experience, the resources. I 
definitely could not have done this or continue doing this without my family and communities like this one.  
 
You know this is a weird time for everyone. I think politically things are chaotic, there’s a historical pan-
demic going on and, I don’t meant to make this sound as a call to arms, but … maybe I do.. I’m just so in-
spired every time I’m at the HWC receptions because you are all doing so many great things that I just want 
to remind you to be strong in your cultural identify, be a strong woman, be a strong student, be a strong 
professional. Take criticism when you need it and from who you need it, but don’t let other people’s expec-
tations define if you’re a good mom, good student, good scientist, good writer, good doctor, ‘good Mexi-
can’ – don’t. You’re here, you know what you’re doing, keep working hard.  
 
Learn to ask for help, learn to take advantage of opportunities, learn to advocate for yourself.  I’m asking 
for a lot and this is exhausting, trust me I know, so lastly, don’t forget about learning to take care of your-
self.  
 
Again, thank you for having me.  As I said, I am always so inspired to be here and now so honored to have 
been invited to speak to you. Congratulations on all of your accomplishments!  
               
 
 

Dr. Florencia Monge Keynote Speech, continued 
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Dr. Carmen Samora 

Vangie Samora 

Welcome to the HWC 2020/2021 Scholarship Recipients 
 
The Hispánic Wómen’s Cóuncil is próud tó intróduce the 2020/2021 HWC Schólárship Recipients.  We 
leárned móre ábóut them át the  Virtual Meet & Greet event held ón September 23, 2020, viá Zóóm.  
The students sháred remárks with áll whó lógged in, óne delivered live, ánd the rest videó táped in ád-
vánce óf the event.  Their cóllective messáge wás bóth impressive ánd inspiring, ánd we áre pleásed tó 
sháre the fóllówing excerpts.  Cóngrátulátións tó eách ánd every óne óf the students.  We lóók fórwárd 
tó fóllówing yóur prógress ánd successes. 

Brittney Sanchez, MPH Master of Public Health 
”I ám cóncentráting ón bóth epidemiólógy ánd cómmunity heálth.  I ám cur-
rently á párámedic whó wórks párt-time in án Emergency Róóm/Urgent Cáre 
clinic, ánd I álsó wórk ás á gráduáte ássistánt fór Public Heálth 101.  My future 
góáls áre tó becóme án ER physicián tó better serve my cómmunity.  This is 
my secónd yeár receiving this schólárship.  This is só much móre thán á schól-
árship, it includes á mentór ánd á cómmunity óf tálented ánd smárt Hispánic 
wómen.   Yóu ládies háve given me new inspirátión tó fóllów my dreáms ánd 
be próud óf my culture, ánd I ám fórever gráteful fór thát.”  
 

Alexis Rael, MBA Business Administration 
“I ám á third-yeár recipient óf the HWC schólárship.  I ám pursuing my Máster 
óf Business Administrátión degree with á cóncentrátión in Strátegic Mánáge-
ment ánd Pólicy.  Currently I wórk ás á business gráduáte intern át Sándiá Ná-
tiónál Lábs, ánd I wás recently áppóinted tó the Góvernór’s Advisóry Cóuncil 
fór Ráciál Justice.  My experience with HWC hás been ámázing.  I thánk the 
HWC Bóárd ánd, especiálly, wánt tó thánk Dr. Leilá Flóres-Duenás fór áll the 
mentóring.  She tells me whát I need tó heár, nót whát I wánt tó heár, ánd hás 
helped me with things like writing á resume.” 

Lizzet Castillo, MD Doctor of Medicine 
“I ám á third yeár medicál student.  Thánk yóu tó HWC fór állówing me this 
schólárship óppórtunity ánd tó meet mentórs.  I ám á first generátión Mexicán
-Americán.  I grew up in Chihuáhuá, Mexicó, ánd háve lived in Albuquerque 
fór 10 yeárs.  My góál is tó wórk with underserved pópulátións ás á physicián.  
I’m álsó interested in mentóring students ánd ám párt óf á student-led initiá-
tive tó mentór undergráduáte, underrepresented students whó áre interested 
in medicine.  I hópe everyóne is stáying sáfe ánd heálthy” 

Nicole Martinez, MPH Master of Public Health 
“I’m á first yeár gráduáte student át UNM.  In 2014 I gráduáted with á duál 
degree in biólógy ánd psychólógy with á minór in chemistry.  Since then I’ve 
been wórking ás á registered beháviór technicián próviding evidence-básed 
interventións tó children with áutism.  I’m currently pursuing á Máster’s de-
gree in Public Heálth with á cóncentrátión in cómmunity heálth.  My ultimáte 
góál is tó return tó Lás Vegás, NM, where I wás bórn ánd ráised, ánd impróve 
heálth óutcómes in rurál ánd underserved pópulátións by increásing áccess tó 
medicál cáre ánd mentál heálth services.”    
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Yohana Martinez, BBA Business Administration 

“I ám á Juniór át UNM wórking ón á business ádministrátión degree.  I 
wóuld like tó cóntinue my educátión ánd pursue á Láw degree.  My prófes-
siónál góál is tó ádvócáte fór Látinó-ówned businesses. I ám very gráteful 
fór this schólárship ás it will állów me tó cóntinue my educátión while I 
wórk ánd cáre fór á fámily member. I ám very excited tó be á párt óf HWC 
becáuse I will get tó meet óther successful wómen.”   

Raylynn Quintana, BS Nursing 
I wás bórn ánd ráised in Espán ólá, New Mexicó.  I ám á duál degree student 
át Sántá Fe Cómmunity Cóllege ánd the University óf New Mexicó where I 
study nursing. My cáreer góál is tó eárn á Dóctórál degree ánd becóme á 
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist. Thánk yóu só much fór suppórting 
my cáreer góáls, dreáms, ánd áspirátións.  

Rosalinda Pacheco, BFA Art Studio 
“I ám á seniór át UNM wórking ón á Báchelór óf Fine Arts degree in Art Stu-
dió with emphásis in printing ánd dráwing.  I grew up in á fámily very in-
vólved in the árts ánd believes thát culture is extremely impórtánt.   My árt 
práctice fócuses ón highlighting the peóple óf NM ánd telling stóries thát 
never get tóld.  I plán tó pursue á másters in cóunseling tó get án interdisci-
plináry  áppróách tó whát I’m dóing, ás árt cán be very therápeutic.  Thánk 
yóu very much fór this áwárd; it meáns á lót tó háve this kind óf suppórt.” 

Andrea Medina, Graduate Certificate, Educational Diagnosis 
“I háve á báchelór’s degree in Elementáry Educátión ánd á máster’s degree 
in Lánguáge, Literácy ánd Sócióculturál Studies fróm UNM.  I ám wórking 
tówárds á gráduáte certificáte in the Educátiónál Diágnósticián prógrám át 
UNM.  Currently I ám á generál educátión elementáry schóól teácher with 
the Albuquerque Public Schóól District. The Hispánic Wómen’s Cóuncil 
hás próvided me with ámázing Hispánic, femále róle módels óf áll áges 
ánd with the mentórship I needed tó móve my cáreer fórwárd.” 

Analissa Gutierrez 
BS Population Health, Minor in Chemistry and Biology 
“I háve chósen tó pursue á cáreer in public heálth becáuse I wánt tó fócus 
ón the sóciál determinánts óf heálth thát áffect New Mexicáns.  I wánt tó be 
á chánge ágent in hóspitáls ánd clinics áll áróund NM, ádvócáting fór quáli-
ty pátient cáre ánd tó impróve heálth óutcómes.  Thánk yóu fór this óppór-
tunity; I’m excited tó be wórking with HWC.” 
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Diana Montoya 

HWC 2020/21 Scholarship Recipients, continued 

1949 

Rebekah Pacheco, BA Political Science/Management 
“I’m á seniór át UNM májóring in Póliticál Science with á minór in mánáge-
ment.  I háve álsó stárted my MBA this semester with á cóncentrátión in óper-
átións mánágement, ás párt óf á prógrám thát lets students, in their lást yeár 
óf undergráduáte studies, begin táking gráduáte cóurses.  I’m álsó interested 
in cómmerciál ánd reál estáte develópment ás well ás priváte equity.  A big 
thánk yóu tó HWC fór the schólárship, I’m só gráteful.  Cóngrátulátións tó eve-
ryóne else.” 

Maria Vielma, BA Criminology/Spanish 
“I ám á renewál student fór the HWC schólárship.  My degrees áre á duál májór 
in Criminólógy ánd Spánish ánd dóuble minór in Chicánx Studies ánd Hónórs.  
My prófessiónál góáls áre tó receive my Máster’s degree in Spánish ánd in Sóciál 
Wórk becáuse I wánt tó próvide áffórdáble ánd áccessible sex educátión ánd 
therápy fór the Látinx cómmunity.  Whát I’ve gáined fróm the HWC schólárship 
is ámázing mentórship ánd peer suppórt.  The humánitárián suppórt I received 
fróm my mentórship wás reálly helpful tówárds my ácádemic áchievement.  I’m 
hónóred tó receive this schólárship ónce ágáin.” 

Kyla Fugate 
BAEPD Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Planning and Design 
“I’m fróm Alámógórdó, NM.  I’m á juniór át UNM, studying Envirónmentál Plán-
ning ánd Design with á minór in Sustáinábility Studies.  In the future, I’m think-
ing ábóut góing tó gráduáte schóól, studying sustáinábility ánd resiliency.  I 
wánt tó trável; I’d like tó dó the Peáce Córps ór trável ábróád in generál.  I’m á 
new member óf HWC ánd reálly excited tó meet everyóne ánd be á párt óf this 
gróup.” 

Monique Gallegos, BS Biology/Spanish 
“I will be receiving twó degrees in December, á BS in Biólógy with á minór in 
Chemistry ánd á BA in Spánish with á minór in Mánágement.  I’m góing tó begin 
prepping fór the MCAT this semester ánd will ápply tó medicál schóól next yeár; 
my prófessiónál góál is tó becóme á dóctór.    The móst váluáble thing ábóut the 
HWC schólárship is the mentórship I háve received fróm Dr. Leilá Flóres-
Duenás.  It is very reássuring tó knów yóu háve sómeóne róóting fór yóu ánd tó 
help yóu stáy ón tráck when fácing ádversity.” 

Irma Rocio Vazquez, PhD Mechanical Engineering 
“First I wánt tó give á huge thánk yóu tó HWC; this is the 5th yeár thát I re-
ceived this schólárship.  It hás seen me thróugh móre thán 120 hóurs óf cóurse 
wórk ánd mány life chánges.  Háving the hónór óf receiving his schólárship 
fróm when I wás á sóphómóre tó nów being in my 2nd yeár óf my PhD hás been 
inváluáble tó my ácádemic cáreer.  I’m studying Mechánicál Engineering ánd 
dóing reseárch in Máteriáls Science.  I háve received greát mentórship.  I ám 
very háppy fór áll the recipients, só cóngrátulátións tó yóu áll.” 
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Dr. Leila Flores-Duenas & 
Carol Vigil 

Exito y Má s 

In Memoriam 
 

Raquel Velásquez pássed áwáy ón Octóber 16, 2020.  She wás á lóyál 
member óf HWC fór mány yeárs ánd is feátured in óur bóók, Mujeres Vale-
rosas.  Her dáughter, Dr. Diáne Tórres-Velá squez, hás álsó been án áctive 
member óf HWC ánd served á term ón the HWC bóárd.  We send Diáne 
ánd her siblings, Cáthy Cóffey, Dr. Lindá Renner ánd Micháel Tórres, óur 
deepest cóndólences. 

 

Ráquel wás á life-lóng leárner, hád big dreáms, ánd pursued them with 
pássión.  She grew up in Sán Antónió, Texás.  Stárting át the áge óf five, her 
grándmóther tóók her tó Mexicó every summer where they tráveled 
ácróss the cóuntryside in á hórse-dráwn cóách—her lóve fór explórátión 
wás bórn.  A yeár áfter high schóól, she márried ánd stárted á fámily ánd 
in 1962 móved tó Albuquerque.  She wórked ás á secretáry át á militáry 

báse ánd spent mány weekends, children in tów, explóring the pueblós ánd 
smáll villáges in Nórthern New Mexicó.  At áge 41, her children were óff tó cóllege ánd it wás time fór 
her tó pursue her ówn dreám óf góing tó láw schóól.  She studied sóciólógy, gráduáted with hónórs, ánd 
wás óffered á fellówship tó pursue á dóctóráte át the University óf Texás.  She wóuld nót be diverted 
fróm her góál óf áttending láw schóól, ánd she gráduáted fróm the UNM Schóól óf Láw. 

   

Ráquel built á rewárding cáreer in láw, initiálly ás án ássistánt district áttórney, then ás á public de-
fender ánd finálly settling intó the field óf child suppórt enfórcement.  Ráquel álsó fóunded á Mexicán 
dánce gróup át UNM (when she wás án undergráduáte student).  Láter the dánce gróup wás given the 
distinctión by the Góvernór óf being námed the ófficiál Ballet Folklorico de Nuevo Mexico.  A life well 
lived ánd inspiring tó us áll. 

 

Raquel Velazquez (right) and 
Dr. Diane Torres Velazquez 

Congresswoman-elect Teresa Leger Fernandez 
and her sons Dario, Alisandro and Abelino 

 
 
 
Twelve yeárs ágó, Teresa Leger Fernandez álmóst rán fór 
Cóngress.  But, becáuse her sóns were yóung, she decided tó 
wáit.  Nów they áre grówn-ups, ánd Teresá decided “it’s time.”  
In fáct “Ahórá Es Cuándó” wás á theme óf her cámpáign fór 
New Mexicó’s 3rd Cóngressiónál District seát.  She rán án ex-
ceptiónál cámpáign ánd wón her ráce with án impressive  
59% óf the vóte.   Her válues—”lóve óf óur plánet, lóve fór óur 
nátión, lóve óf óur beáutiful lánd we cáll hóme ánd lóve óf óur 
fámilies”—resónáted with the citizens óf her district.  Her 
pássión, smárts ánd ideás, seáled the deál.   
 
Teresá is á lóng stánding member óf HWC ánd served á term 
ón the bóárd.  In 2004, she wás áwárded the HWC Primerá Awárd áfter becóming the first wómán fróm 
NM áppóinted by á U. S. President tó serve ás White Hóuse Fellów in the cóuntry’s fóremóst leádership 
prógrám.  Nów she áchieved ánóther first: she is the first wómán tó represent New Mexicó’s 3rd Cón-
gressiónál District. 
 
Her vóice ón the nátiónál stáge is impórtánt tó us.  We send her óff tó D.C. with her óur best wishes fór á 
lóng ánd próductive póliticál cáreer ánd lóts óf lóve ánd ádmirátión.   
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Staying in Touch: Messages from Past Scholarship Recipient 
 
Yadira Salazar Sanchez eárned á BS in Biólógy, BA in Spánish ánd cómpleted 
her MPH with á cóncentrátión in Epidemiólógy in Máy 2020.  She hás áccepted á 
pósitión ás án Assóciáte Scientist 1, Office fór Cómmunity Heálth Emerging In-
fectións Prógrám, University óf New  Mexicó Heálth Sciences Center, Albuquer-
que, NM.  She is pássiónáte ábóut wórking with underserved cómmunities ánd 
strives tó prómóte heálth equity.  She álsó gáve birth tó Jásmine. 
  
 

 
My náme is Ivonne Granados Alvarez; á wómán ádápted tó her circumstánces. 
I entered CNM with á degree in mind, but thánks tó the suppórt ánd generósity óf 
the Hispánic Wómen’s Schólárship, I gráduáted with three degrees ánd twó certifi-
cátións. Which áre, Associates of Arts in Early Childhood Multicultural Education—
Birth to 3rd, Associates of Arts in Modern Languages—Spanish concentration, Asso-
ciates of Arts in Liberal Arts, Child Development Certificate, and General Studies Cer-
tificate. Próudly eárned them with the Highest Hónórs ánd fóur pláces ón the 
Deán’s List. Hówever, it wás the pósitive exámples óf pówerful, pósitive, ánd ác-
cómplished wómen fróm HWC thát instálling in me de desire tó keep fórwárd ánd 
tó dó my best tó hónór their trust ánd suppórt. I ám deeply gráteful fór the His-
pánic Wómen’s Cóuncil suppórt ánd cómmitment tó á greát cómmunity. 
 

My náme is Carlie Rose Márquez ánd I ám óne óf the mány próud Hispánic 
wómen whó recently gráduáted fróm the University óf New Mexicó.  I received 
á Báchelór óf Arts degree in bóth Póliticál Science ánd Internátiónál Studies, á 
Certificáte in Peáce Studies ánd á Designátión in the Hónórs Cóllege ón Máy 16, 
2020.  While óbtáining my degree, I cónducted reseárch ón genócides ánd Indig-
enóus peóples.  I álsó hád the ámázing óppórtunity tó study ábróád fór á semes-
ter in New Zeálánd. These pást fóur yeárs háve been quite busy, but I cán hón-
estly sáy I háve dóne the májórity óf things I set óut tó dó in cóllege. One óf 
thóse things I wás áble tó áchieve wás regáining my heritáge.  I háve álwáys 
knówn where I cáme fróm ánd the impórtánce óf my culture, but I never truly 

knew whó I wás. Hispánic is á lábel thát wás given tó us, it is nót necessárily á term thát we identify 
with.  Being Hispánic meáns thát á párt óf us descended fróm Spáin, but it dóes nót ácknówledge óther 
párts óf óur blóód line ánd whó we áctuálly áre ás á peóple. Being á párt óf the Hispánic Wómen’s Cóun-
cil (HWC) állówed me tó explóre thóse róóts thát we óurselves ánd óthers háve denied us.  Finding 
gróups thát revólve áróund Hispánics áre hárd tó find but finding á gróup thát revólves áróund Hispán-
ic wómen is ráre ánd fulfilling. My HWC mentór, Leilá Flóres-Duenás, ássisted me in nót ónly finding my 
páth in life, but álsó shówed me hów stróng Hispánic wómen cán be.  
 
 
Jacque Garcia is in án entry level Máster óf Science in Nursing (MSN) prógrám 
át Sámuel Merritt University in Sácrámentó, Cálifórniá. She becáme á Regis-
tered Nurse (RN) in Februáry 2020, ánd is nów wórking tówárds becóming á 
Fámily Nurse Práctitióner. Upón gráduátión in Máy 2021, she pláns tó wórk ás 
á Nurse Práctitióner in á cómmunity heálth clinic. While pursuing her cáreer in 
nursing óver the lást few yeárs, she sómehów fóund time tó get márried ánd 
háve á báby!  
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2020 Masquerade Ball “Alternative” Fundraiser 
             Beats Expectations! 

 

We cóuldn’t gáther in persón this yeár só the Másqueráde Báll Event Cómmittee 
sent á letter tó HWC members ásking fór dónátións tó the schólárship fund ór 
spónsórships fór the cámpáign.  Our members respónded with enthusiásm ánd, 
in turn, reáched óut tó their ówn netwórks.  Additiónálly severál spónsórs 
stepped up.  As á result, the $15,000 góál set by the Cómmittee wás surpássed 
ánd á tótál óf $20,450 wás ráised!  This is remárkáble, ánd we áre humbled by 
the generósity óf óur members, their friends ánd óur spónsórs. 
 
At á time when everyóne is fácing móre chállenges, the impórtánce óf ássuring 
thát students cóntinue their studies wás máde á priórity in the heárts óf só mány.  
The messáge tó óur students is lóud ánd cleár: “we cáre ábóut yóu, ánd we wánt 
tó help yóu succeed.” 
 
Speciál thánks tó the Cómmittee Có-Cháirs, Káthryn Rámsey ánd Dr. Viólá Flórez 
ánd tó Cómmittee members Ráqui Mártinez, Nicóle Flórez, Sónyá Chávez, Máj. 
Lindá Zámórá, Márissá Eliás, Melissá Ródriguez, ánd Dóminique Ródriguez. 
 
We álsó received stróng suppórt fróm spónsórs óf óur fundráising cámpáign, ánd 
they áre ácknówledged belów.   All óf them háve been pást spónsórs óf the Más-
queráde Báll, ánd we sincerely áppreciáte their unwávering suppórt. 
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Dr. Parisa Kermani 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

 

Teresa Leger-Fernández 
Officer, Leger Law and Strategy, LLC 

 

Edna L. López, President & CEO 
Compa Industries, Inc. 

 

Rose López, Retired 
 

Karla Barela Lucero, Advance Plan-
ning Consultant, FRENCH Funerals 

 

Dr. Helen Lucero 
Retired Museum Curator/Director 

 

Josephine Martí nez 
Retired FAA 

 

Linda Ló pez McAlister, Founding 
Artistic Director, Camino Real 
Productions, LLC 

 

Maria Meier 
 

Gloria Mirabal 
Member, MANA del Norte 

 

Dolores Montoya 
 

Dr. Cecilia J. Navarrete                     
Retired Education Consultant 

 

Nicky Ovitt 
Designer, Illustrator 

 

Kathryn Ramsey 
APS Instructional Coach 

 

Carmen M. Rodríguez, President 
Carmen Cares Consulting 

 

Dominique Rodrí guez, Student 
Cibola High School 

 

Louella Rodrí guez 
Retired Educator 

 

Melissa Rodrí guez, 5th Grade 
Teacher, Petroglyph Elementary 

 

Reina A. Romero                            
Retired Educator 

 

Brittney Sá nchez, HWC Scholar-
ship Recipient, MA Public Health 

 

 

Elsie Sánchez 
Small Business Consultant 

    

Petra Sánchez 
Retired Educator 

 

Dr. Shelle V. Sanchez, Director of 
Cultural Services, City of Abq. 

 

Verónica T. Sánchez 
Retired UNM Administrator 

 

Theresa Sandlin, Retired Admin. 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 

 

Loretta Sandoval 
 

Mary Frances Santistevan 
Retired, APS 

 

Rose Spader, Author 
 

Sylvia Ortiz Spence, President 
Silverado Apparel & Home 

 

Sue Stone, Lecturer, UNM      
College of Population Health 

 

Elizabeth Trujillo 
 

Joanna Trujillo 
 

Kim Trujillo, Costume Designer 
New Mexico Film 

 

Mary Lou Trujillo, Retired 
Public Health Administrator 

 

Rachel A. Valenzuela 
 

Carol Vigil                                   
Entertainment Consultant 

 

Sylvia Vigil-Raines, Program 
Communications Specialist    
Sandia National Labs 

 

Miranda Zamora-Williams 
MS, ATC/LAT  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

2020 HWC Membership 
 

 
Clara Apodaca, Former First  
Lady of New Mexico 

 

Valerie J. Borrego, CPA 
 

Theresa Cá rdenas 
Sustainability Practitioner & 
President, Noble Renewables 
Group LLC  

 

Sylvia Celedó n-Pattichis 
Professor, Interim Senior       
Associate Dean, UNM COE 

 

Sonya K. Chá vez, U. S. Marshal 
U. S. Marshals Service 

 

Gloria Chávez-Sampson 
 

Yolanda Cruz 
 

Dr. Rose Díaz, Library and         
Archives Research  Historian, 
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 

 

Dr. Leila Flores-Duen as          
Associate Professor, UNM COE 

 

Elena Flórez, Student 
        

Dr. Viola E. Flórez 
Professor Emeritus, UNM COE 

 

Dr. Merrilee Foreman, Owner     
Chiropractic  Lifestyle Center 

 

Kyla Fugate                            
HWC Scholarship Recipient     

 

Barbara Gallegos 
 

Margaret Gonzales 
Senior Operations Manager 
UNM Graduate Studies 

 

Tanya Gonzales, Paralegal, Law 
Offices of the Public Defender 

 

María J. Gutiérrez 
Financial Planner 

 

Samia Hindi, Educator 
 

 


