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Un mensaje de la presidente  

Cŀƭƭκ²ƛƴǘŜǊ  нлмф bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 
 

 
.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 

 

5ǊΦ /ŀǊƳŜƴ {ŀƳƻǊŀ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

 

5ǊΦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ {ÁǲƴŎƘŜȊ 
LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

 

±ŀƴƎƛŜ {ŀƳƻǊŀ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

 

wŀǉǳƛ aŀǊǘąǲƴŜȊΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
 

bƛŎƪȅ hǾƛǧΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
 
aŀǊƛǎǎŀ 9ƭąǲŀǎ 
 
9Ǿŀ DƻƴȊŀƭŜǎ 
 
[ǳŎąǲŀ [ÏǲǇŜȊ 
 
YŀǘƘǊȅƴ wŀƳǎŜȅ 
 
aŀƧƻǊ [ƛƴŘŀ /Φ ½ŀƳƻǊŀ 

 
 
 

tΦ hΦ .ƻȄ нтнтм 
!ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜΣ ba утмнр 

 
ǿǿǿΦƴƳƘǿŎΦŎƻƳ 

 
 

±ŀƴƎƛŜ {ŀƳƻǊŀΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
 

 

¢ƘŜ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ    
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘΣ       

ƛƴǘŜǊ-ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀπ
ǝƻƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфуу ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ      
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ    
IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ 

 
Dear HWC Comadres,  
 
I write to thank and congratulate the board and 
you members for a lively year of activities that I 
was privileged to oversee as your president for the 
2019 term. The Hispanic Womenõs Council 
(HWC), as you know, is a dynamic organization 
of women who bring service, cultural awareness, 
educational opportunities, and enduring friend-
ship to women of all ages.  
 
Since 2007, when our scholarship program began, 
the HWC has awarded 260 scholarships for a to-
tal of $117,000. We support women who attend 
CNM and UNM as undergraduates and graduate 
and professional students. In this fall/winter 
newsletter we celebrate some of the many women who have been awarded scholar-
ships by our organization. Students no longer, these women have now launched 
their careers, thanks in part, to our financial and mentoring help. 
 
As our Vice-president, Vangie Samora, said at this yearõs scholarship fundraiser, the 
Masquerade Ball, òé we are reaping the rewards as we watch students move for-
ward in their chosen fields, like:  
 
Mónica Sánchez completed a Master of Fine Arts degree at UNM and is now a ten-
ure-track Assistant Professor in the Department of Theater and Dance at Colorado 
College;  
 
Karen Roybal Montoya completed a Ph.D. in American Studies at UNM and is 
now a tenured Assistant Professor in SW Studies at Colorado College;  
 
Lisa Herrera has earned her medical degree from UNM and is now a resident at 
UNMõs Health Sciences Center;  
 
Marissa Elías completed a Master of Public Health degree from UNM and is now a 
research associate with the Pacific Institute for Research & Evaluation (and, by the 
way is serving on our board);  
 
Carla Nieto graduated from UNM and she is now a CPA working with Valerie 
Borrego, CPA; 
 

...continued on page 11 
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.Å× -ÅØÉÃÏȭÓ .ÏÒÔÈ 3ÔÁÒ 
 

/ÕÒ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄ -ÁÒÉ-,ÕÃÉ *ÁÒÁÍÉÌÌÏȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ÏÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ςπȟ ςπρωȟ 
ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅ ÏÆ ωρȢ   -ÁÒÉ-,ÕÃÉ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ ,ÁÓ 6ÅÇÁÓȟ .-ȟ ÏÎ *ÕÎÅ ρωȟ ρωςψȢ  
(ÅÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ -ÁÕÒÉÌÉÏ !ÎÔÕÎÁ 3ÒȢ ÁÎÄ %ÌÖÉÒÁ %ÎÃÁÒÎÁÃÉÏǲÎ 2ÕÉÚ !ÎÔÕÎÁȟ ÅÎȤ
ÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÅÓÃÁÐÅ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙȢ   3ÈÅ ÁÔȤ
ÔÅÎÄÅÄ .Å× -ÅØÉÃÏ (ÉÇÈÌÁÎÄÓ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÓÈÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á ÂÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ 
ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÎÏÒ ÉÎ 3ÐÁÎÉÓÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ 
ÄÅÇÒÅÅȢ  )Î !ÌÂÕÑÕÅÒÑÕÅȟ ÓÈÅ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á ÄÏÃÔÏÒÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÉÎÏÒ ÉÎ ,ÁÔÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÆÕÌÌ-
ÔÉÍÅ ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ .Å× -ÅØÉÃÏȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
)Ô ×ÁÓ ÁÔ 5.- ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÇÒÅ× ÁÓ Á ÃÉÖÉÌ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 
ÅÑÕÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÉÎ ÂÉÌÉÎÇÕÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
 
)Î ρωχχȟ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ *ÉÍÍÙ #ÁÒÔÅÒ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ -ÁÒÉ-,ÕÃÉ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÆÅÍÁÌÅ 
(ÉÓÐÁÎÉÃ ÁÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȟ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÁÓ !ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÆ (ÏÎÄÕÒÁÓȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÅØÔÒÁÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ (7# 0ÒÉȤ
ÍÅÒÁÓ !×ÁÒÄ ÉÎ ςππσȢ 
 
!ÆÔÅÒ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÓÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÎÔÁÇÏÎȭÓ 5Ȣ3Ȣ $ÅÐÕÔÙ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÏÆ 
3ÔÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ )ÎÔÅÒ-!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓȢ  -ÁÒÉ-,ÕÃÉ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ .Å× -ÅØÉÃÏ ÉÎ ρωψρȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 
3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȟ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅ $ÅÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÏÆ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ 
3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ ÁÌÌ ÁÔ 5.-Ȣ  )Î ρωψχȟ ÓÈÅ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÁÓ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ 
&ÉÅÌÄ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÅÓÔÉÎÇ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȢ   )Î ρωωςȟ ÓÈÅ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ #ÌÉÎÔÏÎ 
ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ $ÅÐÕÔÙ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÏÆ $ÅÆÅÎÓÅ ÆÏÒ ,ÁÔÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ   3ÈÅ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÓ ÏÎ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÕÎȤ
ÄÅÒÔÁËÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÍÅÍÏÉÒÓ ÔÉÔÌÅÄ -ÁÄÁÍ !ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒȟ 4ÈÅ 3ÈÏÅÍÁËÅÒȭÓ $ÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ 
ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ςππςȢ 
 
*ÕÓÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ -ÁÒÉ ,ÕÃÉ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ Á ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÂÏÏË ÔÉÔÌÅÄ 3ÁÃÒÅÄ 3ÅÅÄÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÌÏÖÅÌÙ ÂÏÏË ÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ 
ÏÆ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ Á ρπ-ÙÅÁÒ ÏÌÄ ÇÉÒÌ ÁÎÄ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ Ï×Î ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÅÓȢ  !ÌÍÏÓÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÓÈÅ ÄÉÅÄȟ -ÁȤ
ÒÉ-,ÕÃÉ ×ÁÓ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÂÏÏË ÓÉÇÎÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÍÏÒÏÕÓ ÔÁËÅ ÏÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓȢ 
 
-ÁÒÉ-,ÕÃÉ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÆÏÓÔÅÒ ÃÁÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÃÁÒÄȟ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ 
ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÍÁÓÓȟ ÓÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÈÅÒ Ï×Î ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÁÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Óȡ  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȟ ,ÏÒÄȟ ÆÏÒ Á ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅȤ
×ÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅȢ  !ÎÄ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȟ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÆÏÒ ÇÕÉÄÉÎÇ ÍÅ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÏÎÅȢ  ) ÁÓË ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ 
ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÓÓ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÂÙ Á ÐÁÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃËȟ Á ÍÏÎÅÔÁÒÙ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎȟ Á ×ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÅÎȤ
ÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȟ Á ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȟ Á ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢȢȢ'ÏÄ ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕȢ 
 
-ÁÒÉ-,ÕÃÉ ÉÓ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȟ *ÁÍÅÓ %ÌÌÉÏÔȠ ÈÅÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ 2ÏÓÓ 5ÌÉÂÁÒÒąǲ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÆÅ +ÒÉÓÔÉÎȟ 2ÉÃË 
5ÌÉÂÁÒÒąǲ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÆÅ $ÒȢ 2ÏÓÅ (ÅÓÓÍÉÌÌÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ #ÁÒÌÁ 5ÌÉÂÁÒÒąǲ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ -ÉËÅ 9ÏÕÎÇÍÁÎȠ ÇÒÁÎÄÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ 
+ÅÖÉÎ 0ÏÔÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÆÅ 'ÉÎÁȟ 'ÅÏÆÆ 3ÍÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÆÅ !ÍÂÅÒȟ $ÒȢ .ÉÃÏÌÁ 5ÌÉÂÁÒÒąǲ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ $ÒȢ 2ÙÁÎ 
-Ã#ÁÒÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÇÅ 6ÏÏÒÈÅÅÓȠ ÇÒÅÁÔ-ÇÒÁÎÄÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ ,ÁÎÄÏÎ ÁÎÄ 4ÉÎÁ -ÁÒÉÅ 3ÍÉÔÈȟ $ÉÅÇÏ -Ã#ÁÒÔÙȠ ÁÎÄ 
ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ -ÁÕÒÉÌÉÏ !ÎÔÕÎÁȟ *ÒȢ  
   
4ÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ !ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ -ÁÒÉ-,ÕÃÉ *ÁÒÁÍÉÌÌÏ %ÎÄÏ×ÅÄ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÁÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÁÔ 5.-Ȣ  -ÁÒÉ-,ÕÃÉȭÓ 
ÁÒÃÈÉÖÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ (ÉÓÐÁÎÉÃ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÂÕÑÕÅÒÑÕÅȢ   
 
!Ó Á ÌÏÎÇ-ÔÉÍÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ (7#ȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ÒÏÌÅ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÁÌÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÙ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ (7#Ȣ  &ÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ ÇÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ËÉÎÄÎÅÓÓȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÂÅ ÆÏÒÇÏÔÔÅÎȢ 

 



 о 

              Exito y M Áǲs 

 

¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ {¢9a-I /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ нлмф LƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ tǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ {¢9a !ǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ Lb{LDI¢ Lƴǘƻ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ 
ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǝŎǎ ό{¢9aύΦ ¢ƘŜ {¢9a-
I /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ba IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ hŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ 9ǉǳƛǘȅ ϧ LƴŎƭǳπ
ǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ пф ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ƛǎǎǳŜ 
ƻŦ Lb{LDI¢ Lƴǘƻ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ !ǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ {¢9a 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎΦ  
ά¢ƘŜ ¦ba hŶŎŜ ƻŦ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ 9ǉǳƛǘȅ ϧ LƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΩǎ {¢9a-I /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻπ
ŎŀŎȅΣ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴŜǉǳƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳπ
ǇǊƻǾŜ {¢9a ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ wƻƳŜǊƻ-[ŜƎƎƻǧΣ a5Σ ±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
/ƘƛŜŦ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ hŶŎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  ά¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻũŜǊǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ {¢9a ƛŘŜƴǝǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ {¢9a ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέέ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ wƻƳŜǊƻ-[ŜƎƻǧΣ a5 
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!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÏÕÎÄ ÏÆ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐÓȟ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÅØÔÒÁÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ   4ÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 
-ÅÅÔ Ǫ 'ÒÅÅÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÏÎÅ-ÏÎ-ÏÎÅȢ  !Ó 
ÅÁÃÈ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÓ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÒÅÓ Á ÂÉÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÓÔÏÒÙȟ ×Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÒÏÕÄ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅ ÕÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÆПÉÒÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÉÓ 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȢ  (7# ÉÓ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȢ  4ÈÅ ËÅÙÎÏÔÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ×ÁÓ )ÒÍÁ 2ÏÃąǲÏ 6ÁÚÑÕÅÚȠ ÁÎ ÅÄÉÔÅÄ ÖÅÒȤ
ÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ φȢ   3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÖÅÒÙ 
ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔȡ %ÖÁ 'ÏÎÚÁÌÅÓȟ #ÈÁÉÒȟ +ÁÔÈÒÙÎ 2ÁÍÓÅÙȟ $ÒȢ #ÁÒÍÅÎ 3ÁÍÏÒÁȟ ÁÎÄ $ÒȢ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁ 3ÁǲÎÃÈÅÚȢ  
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wƻǎŀ 9ƭŜƴŀ tǊŀŘŀ ±ƛǾŀǎτa! IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ [ƛƴƎǳƛǎǝŎǎ 
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Donôt Limit Your Challenges, Challenge Your Limits, by Irma Rocąǲo Vazquez 

(keynote speaker at the Meet & Greet held September 11, 2019; this is an edited version of her remarks) 

Itôs an honor to be your keynote speaker tonight. Today, Iôm going to speak to you 
about my journey through education.  However, I realize I need to step back and see 
how far I have made it and all the obstacles I have had to overcome. From knowing 
as a certainty that I was not going to be able to attend college, fearing deportation, 
and working every single day for the past 5 years, to now doing research in a science 
lab about novel clean energy alternatives. 

I am from Mexico. My family immigrated to this country when I was three years old 
by parents who struggled economically in Mexico and wanted to give me and my 
sisters a shot at a better future. My parents, like many parents here tonight, came here 
with their pockets full of hope and with the aspiration that one day their children 
would have a life different from theirs.  I am deeply grateful for the decisions that my 
parents made for me and my sisters. 

I grew up in a single-parent household, and my mother is the strongest person I know. Her name is Irma Hernandez and 
she is amazing. She has worked two physically demanding jobs for years.  Apart from her strength and valor, she also 
lives her life with so much grace, kindness and compassion. She showed me what it was like to work twice as hard but 
to never give up. There is not one day when I donôt think about all the sacrifices that my mother has made for me and 
my sisters. Everything I do, I do with her in mind. The resilience of spirit that she has shown in everything she does is 
something that is born out of so much love and sacrifice; I will never be able to repay her. 

We lived in this country, my mother always working, me getting through elementary school, and starting middle 
school. Until one day we received a fateful call. My grandmother in Mexico was fatally ill. We made the arrangements 
and left for Hidalgo del Parral, Chihuahua.  For a year I experienced firsthand the beautiful vibrant Mexican culture and 
got to live with my kind grandmother. My grandmother passed, and we returned to the USA. 

I enrolled again in middle school, and we all went on with our lives. It wasnôt until high school that I had a deep reali-
zation.  We had an expired tourist visa that made me an undocumented immigrant. When President Obama introduced 
the DACA initiative in 2012 which allowed hundreds of thousands of people that arrived to the USA before their 16th 
birthday, had gone to school here and continuously resided here since 2007, I saw an opportunity to lawfully reside 
here.  Except, I didnôt qualify for DACA. After consulting various immigration lawyers, we realized the time frame of 
when we left for Mexico made us not qualify. I found myself in limbo, not being American nor fully Mexican.   

I was a Dreamer, but was I was not a DACA recipient. I was just floating around. In my last year of high school I had a 
harsh realization: my immigration status and my familyôs financial status would make it impossible to go to college. I 
asked myself, ñShould I go back to Mexico and not see my family again? Or Should I work a full-time job, as many 
immigrants do, in a difficult physically demanding job? Should I even try to see if I can go to college, how am I ever 
going to pay for it?ò I could not qualify for financial aid, I could not take out loans and the majority of scholarships re-
quired me to be a citizen, a legal resident or to have DACA. I had nothing. I was so scared. 

I really wanted to pursue an education that had to do with math. In my life, I didnôt even know anybody with a college 
education. I didnôt know anything about the process, the money, what it led to. Pursuing college seemed like a faraway 
reality when I graduated high school.  So, I starting to look for ways to help myself, calling and sending emails and ask-
ing lawyers about options. My family and I even applied for a Visa which will lead us to a permanent stay in this coun-
try. I looked for all scholarships I could that did not have citizenship requirements, and there were not many, but I got 
some, like this one. It was thanks to these scholarships (and working weekends)  that I could pay my tuition.   

I started my bachelorôs in mechanical engineering. I struggled, Iôm not going to lie, it was very difficult to sometime 
have no time to rest between school and work and knowing so much was on the line. During the weekends I worked at 
McDonaldôs starting at 5 am and after this first shift I headed to another restaurant to be a server until closing time. But 
it brought me so much resilience and it brought into focus. Why the sacrifice? Well, for one, to honor my mother...and 
because I had to get an education.  I needed to pursue my dreams. 
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Being a woman in engineering is already hard enough, being an undocumented Mexican woman from a low-income 
single-parent household seemed to make it impossible to be a first-generation college student. It was difficult seeing all 
the people that I studied with getting an engineering internship at national laboratories, while I had to continue working 
nonstop at the restaurant. But the Hispanic Womenôs Council scholarship helped me so much and for this it holds a spe-
cial place in my heart. This scholarship comes with advising, and without the advisement and some eye-opening con-
versations, maybe I would not be where I am today. Dr. Leila Flores-Duenas, my advisor, made me think about my 
goals and my future. I told her my story, admittedly I did not expect what she told me. I told her I couldnôt get an in-
ternship, expecting some feel-well advice, but she asked ñWell, what can you do instead?ò I realized I must help my-
self, and I canôt wallow. If I canôt get an internship, then how else can I get engineering experience? Dr. Flores-Duenas 
helped me understand I canôt put limits on what I can do. We must break free from societal standards and expectations. 

I started being part of all the engineering projects I could. I spent a summer incorporating pneumatic shifting in a for-
mula-1 style race car. I have worked in a cleanroom lab fabricating microelectromechanical devices. Then I asked Dr. 
Tehrani in the Mechanical Engineering Department if there was any volunteer work I could do. I told him about my 
interest in material science and about my undocumented situation. That was so scary. He welcomed me in his lab, and 
allowed me to do research for him as an undergrad. My research was about ultra-conductors. I designed experiments 
about optimizing fabrication methods of nanocarbon-metal composites. Basically, understanding the interface of syner-
gistic combinations of different materials to improve conductivity.  I wrote an undergraduate thesis for him. 

I also became more involved in school. I served on the board of the Hispanics in Engineering and Science Organiza-
tion, the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronomics, and right now I serve as the vice president of the Pi Tau 
Sigma, the international mechanical engineering honor society. I graduated with my Bachelor of Science in mechanical 
engineering with departmental honors and having already completed almost half of my classes for a masterôs degree. I 
was the first one in my family to graduate college.   

I started graduate school and am doing research in the mechanical engineering department, working for Dr. Chabi, who 
is aware of my situation and welcomes me to her research lab and continues encouraging me. My current research has 
to do with energy conversion systems, specifically solar light energy to energy stored in chemical bonds. Clean energy 
research and implementation is paramount, and we need to more efficiently harness energy from renewable alterna-
tives, such as the sun.  Many times, I have been not only the only Hispanic in my engineering classrooms but the only 
female. Although this brings me a sense of empowerment, it also makes me feel discounted because the classroom de-
mographics do not represent my community. Representing Latinas in engineering and having the immense opportunity 
to possibly help the world is such an empowering sentiment that brings me so much gratitude. 

Looking back at my journey, I have seen that the sacrifices are worth it, and I am excited to continue to graduate 
school. My professional goals include continuing onto higher education in Engineering, focusing on real-world issues 
with my research, while serving as a role model for my communities. I want a Ph.D., I want to be a professional, and I 
know I can achieve my goals. To receive a scholarship from a Latina organization means so much. Itôs knowing that I 
am not alone and that my inspirational Hispanic counterparts are supporting me. It has also brought me faith in know-
ing that I am being heard and making a difference. This is something invaluable. The mentoring of the Hispanic Wom-
enôs Council has been pivotal in the decisions that I have made. Dr. Flores-Duenas helped me realize how important it 
is to be involved and to seek out opportunities for myself, and above all to not limit oneself. I really have a lot to thank 
the HWC for, it helped me gain a more fruitful education, and has made my goals clearer.  

I want to thank you all tonight for hearing my story, and I congratulate all the scholarship recipients...Nosotras somos 
mujeres de alas, no de jaulas.  

Thank you to the Hispanic womenôs council for bringing me so much support and opportunities, and for standing for 
such great values. I still have a way to go in school, but I want to take a moment to thank my sisters Karla and Carolina, 
my best friend Samantha and my boyfriend Jesus, without whose support, my life would not be the same. 

Lastly, thanks to my mother for her endless sacrifice, love, and dedication. Eres mi mayor ejemplo mama, te amo. 
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5ƛŀƴŀ aƻƴǘƻȅŀ 

 
-ÁÓÑÕÅÒÁÄÅ "ÁÌÌ "ÒÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ $ÏÌÌÁÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ (7# 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ &ÕÎÄ 

 4ÈÅ !ÎÎÕÁÌ -ÁÓÑÕÅÒÁÄÅ "ÁÌÌ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
#ÒÏ×ÎÅ 0ÌÁÚÁ ÏÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςφȟ ςπρωȢ  'ÕÅÓÔÓ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ 
ÁÐÐÅÔÉÚÅÒÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÈÏÕÒ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÉÄÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÌÅÎÔ ÁÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÁÂÌÅÓȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÄÉÎÎÅÒȟ 
7ÅÎÄÏÌÉÎ 'ÁÒÃąǲÁ--ÁÒÔąǲÎÅÚ ɉÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÌÅÆÔɊ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÅÄ 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÍÁÒËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ (7# ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ 
ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈȤ
ÅÎÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÒÅÓÏÌÖÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÈÅÒ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÇÏÁÌÓȢ  
3ÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 
ÈÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐÓ ÃÁÎ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅÎÅПÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÉÎÇȢ 
 ,Á -ÁÒÃÈÁ ÇÏÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÅÅÔȟ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ $ÒȢ 
,ÅÉÌÁ &ÌÏÒÅÓ-$ÕÅÎÁÓ ÁÎÄ #ÁÒÏÌ 6ÉÇÉÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÃÅ ÃÏÍȤ
ÐÌÅÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÂÅÇÁÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÕÓÉÃ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ 
ÂÙ %ÖÁ 4ÏÒÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 2ÁÙ ,ÕÃÅÒÏ "ÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ 
ÓÏ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃÅ ПÌÏÏÒ ×ÁÓ ÁÔ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÐÁÃËÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÌÉÍÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÄÁÎÃÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÁÓÔ ÔÕÎÅ 

×ÁÓ ÐÌÁÙÅÄȢ  7Å ÔÈÁÎË ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌÌÙ 
ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÄÅÁÌ ÏÆ ÆÕÎȟ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÈÏÔÏÓȢ  

 


