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Since the last newsletter decisions have been made in
regards to finishing the season, although not completely
with promotion and relegation still to be determined. It is
naturally disappointing as we were definitely building up a
head of steam, but without doubt the correct decision.
Although easy to be disappointed, it's important to look at

the positives to come out of the season.

It was sad to see Higgy leave the club after his involvement in helping us to
survive, but the man who has replaced him has made an instant impression.
There is little doubt that Dave Challinor knows the division well and is getting the
best out of players.

The emergence of Nicky Featherstone as a leader has been a joy to watch. His
performances this season warrant the many accolades that I am sure he will
receive.

The North West Corner have brought colour and noise to home games, which in
turn has fed the rest of the ground and made home games enjoyable again.
Although I'm not sure that all visitors this season will have appreciated the
resurgence of the atmosphere, there is little doubt that this is vital to us getting
back to where we want to be.

The Man of the Match presentation made by youngsters on the pitch has helped
to build the relationship with the players, whilst also raising vital funds for the club
at the same time.

The Oxford United game was reminder of the potential of this club. The support
was incredible, getting louder with every goal that they scored.

Whatever happens in terms of league placings, we finally have a top half finish to
celebrate after too many years at the wrong end of the table. This of course will
mean nothing unless we build on it next season.

 



Although there is not much going on football-wise, the rest of the newsletter will
give you an update as to what is happening within the south east poolies.

Player of the Year 
During our recent video meeting we had a quick Player of the Year vote. There
was only ever one contender recently. He has had his critics over the years, with
debate as to whether they were warranted or he was undervalued. Wherever your
stand point on this, there is absolutely no denying the force that he has been this
season. From leading by example to weighing in with some great goals, he has
been an example for others to follow both on and off the pitch. His fitness levels
and work-rate in training are seen as the benchmark for others to follow. Take a
bow Nicky Featherstone for a quite simply outstanding season. Thankfully a new
contract means that we can get the trophy to him, hopefully before his 50th
birthday!

Local NHS Heroes 
The generosity of Poolies for this fundraiser has been
simply incredible. At the time of writing we have raised
£1,283, which means that we are only £17 away from

being able to purchase a second box!

Full details are below:

One thing that has become apparent is that clubs at all levels are facing
significant shortfalls in revenue streams, including season tickets and
commercial income. Donations are great, but they really are a very short-term fix
and won’t help to address the impending recession that is likely to follow this
period. As a branch we are setting up a page where donations can be made to
purchase Hospitality Boxes for a game. At this seasons prices they cost £650
(inc VAT), which covers;

Hospitality for 10 people 
Three-course pre-match meal 
Refreshments at half/full time 
Match seats in Sponsors Area of The Prestige Group CK Stand 
Match Programme & Team-sheet for each guest 
Company advertisement in Match-day Programme 
Commemorative gift & photograph 
Details in full here

The boxes will be for the use of local NHS staff as a thank you for everything they

https://www.hartlepoolunited.co.uk/commercial/matchday-hospitality/executive-box-hospitality/


have done during the coronavirus outbreak. We are very aware that there are
many other heroes who are at risk in front facing roles including, but not
exclusively; Police, Care Homes, Prisons, Border Force, Supermarket,
Pharmacies, the list really is endless. However this will be reserved for the
heroes of the NHS, ensuring that they will have a day to remember as a thank
you.

If you would like to donate then please do so here.

Ian Fryer donation scheme - otherwise known
as The Weekly Football Card 
These continue to be filled every week, with us
having now moved onto 100 team cards due to
their popularity. This means that £50 per week is
going straight into SEP funds for the HUFC Youth
Team. We have moved to making the draw on a
Sunday night, in all honesty as there is more chance of me being sober when I
draw it. As you can see by the title, it is usually won by Ian fryer, but he has kindly
allowed others to win some of the weeks including Dave Simpson and Fred &
Gary.

Once the season resumes then we will revert to keeping this for away games,
although it is possible we might also do a monthly card to tie in with the branch
meetings.

Football Pub Quiz 
This continues to be popular during the lock-down,
probably due to people having few other options!
Including those who take part on the following day due
to other commitments, we have around a dozen taking

part each week. It's been a great laugh and the decision will has been to hold this
on a monthly basis once normal service is resumed.

Thanks go to Alan Drew and Gregg Davison for their help in hosting and putting
together questions.

Membership Meeting 
In the early years we used to hold meetings prior to some away games in a pub
close to the ground. Although they were productive, they distracted from the
social element of going to games. It is something that since then has been lacking

https://southeastpoolies.com/local-nhs-heroes


as part of what we do.

If the lock-down has a positive outcome for how we do things, then it has
reminded us that there are other ways to hold meetings. On Monday 20th of April
we held our first Zoom meeting, which was attended by my reckoning by around
18 members. This was a great opportunity to not only update but discuss ideas
and suggestions. The feedback was that this should be held on a more regular
basis and possibly tied in with the monthly quiz that we are planning.

The next meeting will me held on Tuesday 26th May at 1900hrs via Zoom. I will
send out messages prior to the meeting and the forward the details to those who
wish to attend.

The summary of each meeting will be uploaded onto the website and emailed to
each member. The latest can be found here.

Declan Rice 
We would like to say a massive thank you to England and West Ham United star,
Declan Rice for his recent video of support to the South East Poolies. He also
had a short message to Kallen Waterman who is the nephew of member, Steven
Waterman. Kallen was due to present the Man of the Match Trophy prior to the
lock-down on behalf of the branch. Having been extremely excited about this,
hopefully this message will have helped to ease his disappointment. Don't worry
Kallen, we will get you on the pitch to meet your heroes one day.

Finances 
The figure below includes that raised as part of the Local NHS Heroes
fundraising, but also reflects some stock that we hold. What remains is that after
the NHS money is taken away, we still have around £1,500 to donate to the
HUFC Youth Team. On top of this, we agreed at the recent meeting to increase
our player sponsorship to 2 players this coming season in order to help the club
financially. Once these figures are put together, and as things currently stand, we
will be handing in excess of £3,000 to the club when play resumes. This is a
remarkable figure for a small branch and proves how important every penny that
we raise actually is, as it all adds up to an impressive amount by the end.

Recent news coming from the club highlight exactly how much support the club
requires financially going forward. Hard decisions have been made that have
consequences to peoples lives, but its also clear that we are relying on the
backing of Raj more than ever. We are already looking at ways in which we can
support the club financially in the coming season, including the popular Ticket

https://southeastpoolies.com/latest-news#fa6c4779-0117-4309-9bda-e03528a9387b


Match from just over a year ago.

Upcoming Events 
Membership Meeting - Tuesday 26th May at 1900hrs via Zoom. Full details will
be sent out in the days prior to the meeting.

General 
We would like to say a huge thank you to those from HUFC who have recently
been made redundant. Amongst these was Mark Simpson, who worked some
wonders over the years with video content. He has also supported the SEP in our
work and been happy to help us when he can. Good luck to you all and hopefully
you get the opportunities that you deserve.

If you have any ideas, suggestions or even better want to add any articles, then
please just get in touch or email.

Thank you all for your time,

Never Say Die

Stu Miller 
www.southeastpoolies.com
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