
South East Poolies News - October 2020!

My apologies that it has been a while since the last
newsletter, but we placed the SEP helpers on furlough!
Seriously on a personal level I took the lack of activity
within football to have a bit of a break as I have a lot of
work ongoing on my house. As things are starting to move
slowly again (well perhaps not but let’s go with it), it was
time to get it back to a monthly edition.

Despite the uncertainty around football, what is clear is
the lengths that Poolies will go to support their club. The fantastic fundraiser
organised by Gary White surpassed its target, with well over £30k of valuable
money heading into the club. Both John Pearson and Ron Harnish are working
extremely hard with a handful of others to assist the club financially in the
longer term. All of these are important at the best of times, but right now they
are vital. Like everyone else we are just desperate to get back our old routine of
pub/game/pub, but until then we just have to stay safe so please have a read of
what is going on.

Player of the Year 
During our recent video meeting we had a quick Player of the Year vote. There
was only ever one contender recently. He has had his critics over the years,
with debate as to whether they were warranted or he was undervalued.
Wherever your stand point on this, there is absolutely no denying the force that
he has been this season. From leading by example to weighing in with some
great goals, he has been an example for others to follow both on and off the
pitch. His fitness levels and work-rate in training are seen as the benchmark for
others to follow. Take a bow Nicky Featherstone for a quite simply outstanding
season. Thankfully a new contract means that we can get the trophy to him,
hopefully before his 50th birthday!

HUFC Youth Team 
Whatever your view on the chosen model, as a group we have always felt that

 



having a Youth Team was essential to HUFC. That is why we raise funds for
this area of the club throughout the season. We are delighted to have provided
£1,000 of funds to help them purchase Training Kits for the forthcoming season.
This money, alongside that donated by the HUFCSA and HUST, will ensure that
these young lads will be sporting club colours and we will be looking at how we
can further support them through the season.

Niko Muir 
Regular readers of the newsletter will be aware
that we sponsored Niko’s away shirt during his 2
years at HUFC. During that time we built up a
close rapport with him with regular contact.
Delighted to see him signing for Hampton and
Richmond Borough, Gregg Davison organised a
collection to continue our sponsorship. This was
completely separate from our club funds and
simply donations from members. We raised
enough to be able to sponsor both his home and
away shirts with Niko and his new club being
extremely thankful for the support. Importantly
this is money being used to help out a fellow non-
league club and we plan to attend one of their
games when the situation allows.

Player Sponsorship 
We have identified a couple of players who hail from the South East and will be
sponsoring 2 away shirts for the coming season. This is being arranged in the
coming days and the players will be announced once confirmed. Thank you to
Ian Fryer for his time spent sourcing the ever changing list, it’s great to see such
an interest from Poolies in this kind of sponsorship.

Membership 
We are pleased that our 2020/21 membership has been launched and you can
renew or join by going to our website here. We are also understanding of the
current climate and the unique financial challenges faced by many. Existing
members will be automatically renewed, unless they request otherwise, and
payment can be made at any point during the season. If you are a new member
who has been affected financially then please just get in touch and payment can

https://southeastpoolies.com/shop


be deferred until later in the season. Although we are a South East based group
we have members across the world and UK so don’t please don’t feel excluded
if you are out of area.

The Football Family 
Never has it been more important to support
those around us and ensure that they remember
that their football family are there for them.
Unfortunately during the lockdown several
members have lost friends and family close to
them. Although we won’t be naming them on

here, I would like to remind them that we are always here if they need us and
that our thoughts are with them.

A huge well done to Leigh ‘Marathon Man’ Allen, who completed the virtual
London Marathon on behalf of the charity, Sense. He did so in impressive time,
whilst battling appalling conditions. Cracking effort Leigh, we are all proud of
you.

Congratulations to James ‘Jimmy 5 Chins’ Saunders (J5C) and Mrs J5C on the
birth of their daughter Millie (believed to have been named in honour of Stu
Miller). Millie is also the daughter of Greg Shumake so it’s a double member’s
celebration with a nice glass of brandy no doubt.

I would like to welcome Brian Johnstone and to the SEP. Some of you will have
come across Brian at games, especially in the pub before or after. He is a
Rangers fan from Aberdeen who follows Pools (it’s that kind of year). Brian
attended the game at Boreham Wood last season, where a kind hearted Poolie
(a British Army Soldier) paid for him to get into the ground as he didn’t have
cash. He’s keen to find the name of this bloke to both thank him and repay the
money. If you can help Brian then please just get in touch with us.

Finances 
It has been a busy few months with a lot of comings, goings and changing over
to the new season. We have paid £1,000 out to the Youth Team, whilst £1,300
has been reserved for the NHS Local Heroes, once they can enjoy this to its
max at a home game. Therefor the pending figure is the most accurate with
money still to be paid out for player sponsorship. In addition to this we will soon
be selling our mugs and advertising the clothing that we hold in stock.

These all help to build up our funds to a healthy level at an early stage of the



season. As always the money is better used than simply sat in account,
especially during these difficult times. Although we are committed to helping the
Youth Team and will continue to do so, if any member has any HUFC related
ideas of which to use parts of the funds then please put them forward and we
will discuss them at our next meeting.

Authentic Match-Day Experience 
At the recent meeting it was suggested that we have a few pints before and
after the Torquay home game on the 31st October. This will be done via Zoom
and all members are welcome to join us from 1630hrs and then immediately
after the game. There will of course be a live football card draw as well. ID and
passwords will be sent out to all members on the day of the game.

Christmas Gathering 
We are looking at a SEP Christmas gathering online, with a few plans to make it
a real experience. Once the relevant people have been approached we will
send out more details.



SEP Flag 
The Kent Beer Boys flag is well recognised and part of our history. However it
doesn’t reflect who we are now or who we represent. Members have been keen
to have a new one produced for a long time, inspired by the mammoth efforts of
the NWC to bring some colour to home and away games. It took us a while to
settle on a design but this has been finalised and currently being worked on. We
have some special football cards on the horizon that will help us to pay for this
so that it does not come out of regular funds, although the cost will initially be
taken from what we have in reserve and paid back once raised. Thank you to
Gregg Davison and Mark Braham for organising this.

Social Media 
Both Gregg and Ben continue to do fantastic work with our Instagram and
Twitter pages respectfully. Our Instagram page has 255 followers and Twitter
791 followers. We also have a few interviews on standby for the website, with
the first due to go out this Friday.

Merchandising 
After a nightmare few months or so we are finally getting what we wanted. We
had a clothing order arrive yesterday. Those who made orders will receive them
over the next week or so. All additional stock will be made available to purchase
online via the website. We are also taking delivery of the mugs this week and
these will be made available accordingly.

Upcoming Events 
Membership Meeting - Tuesday 17th November at 1900hrs via Zoom. Full
details will be sent out in the days prior to the meeting.



General 
As you can see it has been a busy period, with a huge amount going on. A
special thank you to all everyone for their patience recently, but in particular the
help given and offers of help. We are working hard to introduce some much-
needed social interaction between the group, prior to being able to return to
something we all class as normal. In the meantime stay safe and as ever please
get in touch if you have any thoughts, ideas or suggestions by phone or email.

Thank you all for your time,

Never Say Die

Stu Miller 
www.southeastpoolies.com
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