Our Father’s Army/God’s Army

The Dad’s Army angels, carrying harps, are standing in line mumbling amongst themselves – why have they been dragged out of bed in the night etc

Angel Mainwairing enters.

Archangel Mainwairing
Angel Wilson. Wilson!

Angel Wilson
Yes, archangel Mainwairing.

Archangel Mainwairing
Bring the angels to attention.

Angel Wilson
Yes, sir. I say, would mind awfully coming to attention please.

The angels straighten up their harps and come to attention very raggedly.

Archangel Mainwairing
Oh, no, no, no. That won’t do at all, Wilson. You’ve got to bark it out. Here, let me show you.


Right, angels, as you were, at ease.


Now, Atteeen -shun!

They come smartly to attention, apart from Angel Jones, who is late.

Archangel Mainwairing
You are probably wondering why I have called you all out in the middle of the night. Well, I’ve got some good news. We’ve finally got a chance to test all our training – HQ are sending us out on a mission.

Mainwairing waves an official- looking manilla envelope.

Cheers from the ranks

Archangel Mainwairing
It appears that the Saviour of the world has just been born and it’s our job to go and announce the Good News.

Angel Wilson
Whom exactly are we going to give this good news to?

Archangel Mainwairing
Well, let’s see… it should be here in the mission papers.

Mainwairing gets out his order papers.

Archangel Mainwairing
Ah, yes. Here we are. It says here that we have to go to some shepherds outside Bethlehem and tell them the Good News.

Angel Pike
Excuse me, Archangel Mainwairing, but how are we going to do that?

Archangel Mainwairing
Well, the usual sort thing. We shall appear in front of them, and all sing with one voice the hymn that we’ve been practising, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace to all the people of earth…” and then we shall tell them their saviour has been born.

Frazer
We’re all doomed!

Archangel Mainwairing
What did you say, Angel Frazer

Frazer
I said, “We’re all doomed!” That’s what the shepherds will say.


If we just appear out of nowhere, they’ll be terrified.


It’ll never work, I tell ye, it’ll never work.

Archangel Mainwairing
Ah. You may have a point there, Angel Frazer. Does anyone have any suggestions as to how we can announce the Good News to the shepherds without frightening them?

Angel Pike puts his hand up

Archangel Mainwairing
Yes, Angel Pike.

Angel Pike
Well we could all go in disguise, like in that film, Pirates of the Caribbean, where Kiera Knightley dresses up as a man pirate and sneaks on board the pirate ship. 


Anyway, I was thinking we could all go disguised as sheep, because the shepherds won’t be scared of sheep and…

Archangel Mainwairing
You stupid angel.


No, no that won’t do at all. Yes, Godfrey.
Angel Godfrey
My friend Angel Dolly makes rather nice angel cakes. Perhaps if we took a tray of cakes to give to the shepherds, they might see that we are really quite friendly.

Archangel Mainwairing
(Rolls his eyes to Wilson) Now we’re going into the realms of fantasy.

Angel Wilson
Perhaps, you know, before we all appear and start singing “Glory to God in the highest”, one of us could go on their own and tell the shepherds that they don’t need to be afraid, and that a saviour has been born unto them this day.

Archangel Mainwairing
Yes. Yes, that could work.

Angel Jones
Permission to speak, Archangel Mainwairing!

Archangel Mainwairing
Yes, Angel Jones.


Angel Jones
 I should like to volunteer to be the angel that tells the shepherds not be afraid and that a saviour has been born unto them this day.

Archangel Mainwairing
Well, I’m not sure about that.

Angel Jones
O, please, Archangel Mainwairing. I should be very good at telling them not to be afraid. Please, Archangel Mainwairing.

Archangel Mainwairing
Well, I suppose it will be alright.

Angel Pike puts his hand up
Archangel Mainwairing
Yes, Angel Pike, what is it now.

Angel Pike
Well, it’s the middle of the night and it’ll be cold outside. I’ll have to wear my scarf. I’m not allowed out after dark without my scarf. Tell him, Angel Wilson, tell him I’m not allowed out after dark without my scarf.

Archangel Mainwairing
Really, Angel Wilson, you molly coddle that angel.

Angel Walker
Archangel Mainwairing?

Archangel Mainwairing
Yes, Angel Walker.

Angel Walker
Well, Angel Pike’s right isn’t he? I mean, it will be a bit nippy down there. Now, I know where I can my lay hands on some brandy. If you like, I could get us a couple of bottles, to help us keep warm. Course, it’ll cost a few quid.

Angel Godfrey
I’m afraid if its very cold, I shall have to be excused.


It’s the cold you see; it does have a rather detrimental effect.

Archangel Mainwairing
I don’t believe this. This is getting ridiculous. Now look here angels, HQ has given us a very important mission, no body is to going to wear a scarf, there will be no brandy and no one is going to be excused.

Angel Frazer
I have a question, Archangel Mainwairing. Why shepherds?

Archangel Mainwairing 
What do you mean, “Why shepherds?”

Angel Frazer
Well, if it’s such an important mission, why are just going to see a bunch of shepherds and not the royal court?

Archangel Mainwairing 
Now look, an Angel doesn’t question its orders, it simply follows them out. HQ has got very good reason for sending us to shepherds.

Angel Frazer
Which is?

Archangel Mainwairing
Well, err…

Angel Jones
Maybe He wants to show that the saviour is for all the ordinary folk of the world, not just for royalty.

Archangel Mainwairing 
Ah! Yes! Well done Angel Jones, I wondered when somebody was going say that.


Now, if there are no more questions, I think we’re all ready. Straighten up those harps.


Follow me.

They all march off

