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Thursday 14 February
3:00pm - 4:30pm
Allan Fletcher Hall
£6:00 per head
Tickets available from
Church Office
or any member of
Tuesday Group

Proceeds to the Cooper family
charity fundraising events
DISCLAIMER
Third-party advertisements are placed in Spotlight solely to provide
Offington Park Methodist Church with an income stream.
The Church and the Editors do not endorse, recommend or make any
representations as to the quality of any commercial products, processes, or
services advertised in Spotlight.
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Dear Friends,

Happy New Year!
Thank you so much for the cards and gifts we received
as a family over Christmas. I hope you were able to
have a rest from doing some of the ‘normal everyday’
tasks for a little while during the Christmas Season.
Having been on a rest break the week after Christmas and now
catching up with the lectionary readings, I am reminded of the fast
pace we are expected to live at. Just three weeks ago we were
celebrating the birth of Jesus, the visit of the Magi, and now we move
swiftly through his presentation in the temple, his baptism in the
Jordan and very recently we looked at his first miracle at the wedding
feast in Cana. In those three weeks, we looked at events over a 30
year period in a life that has so much to teach us, when we have the
opportunity to slow down enough to study it.
We have a vibrant Bible study group that would welcome any
newcomers this year and also house groups if you want to explore
faith in a small group setting. I am hoping to run a short course on
membership in the next few months for those interested in becoming
members.
I have now been in ministry for 10 years and will be receiving the gift
of a Sabbatical starting in May. This will give me time to reflect, and to
have more space for personal prayer and reading. It will also offer
opportunities for rest, travel, catching up with family and looking to
the priorities of the future.
There are already exciting events and projects to challenge and
inspire us in the diary this year and I look forward to continuing the
work that we have begun together.
With love and prayers

Dawn
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Spring
Programme

Group
12 February

Liz Lance: A quilting demonstration.

26 February

David Gibbs: “Gadgets, objects and inventions.”

12 March

Dawn Carn: Preparing for Easter.

26 March

OPEN EVENING (£3:00)
Ian Gledhill: “The Magic of Pantomime”

9 April

Members’ evening:
A look at the past with a nod to the future.

JC’s “Little Nuggets”
Christian religions celebrate Christmas very differently.
In Bulgaria, Orthodox Christians celebrated Christmas by
dressing up and dancing in freezing cold rivers to find
wooden crosses thrown in by the Priest. Maybe next
year we could try this at Brooklands, followed by a full
English at Lancing Methodist Church!!
Now for some Good and Less Good news.
Good: from Cornerstone to Cairo. Coptic Christians celebrated Christmas
Eve on 6 January. To show the support of the Egyptian Government, the
President of Egypt opened the biggest Christian Cathedral in the Middle
East, near Cairo. It’s a bold move to show that the Government supports all
faith groups. Coptics, who make up 10% of the 100m Egyptian Population,
have experienced severe persecution for their Faith.
Less Good: Extremism. Extremists also focus on Muslim groups. On the
day before the Cathedral opening, police and bystanders were killed by a
bomb placed in a Mosque in central Cairo. These are difficult times for all
religions and peoples who believe and are trying to work together in a
troubled region. They so need our prayers.

John Carr
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NEWS………..BREAKING NEWS……...BREAKING
METHODISM IS ALIVE AND WELL!
We were fortunate to have a Youth Service on the morning of
December 2 which was entirely conducted by OUR OWN YOUNG
PEOPLE. And what a brilliant job they did!
Their Space theme was clearly illustrated by a giant hand-coloured
space rocket and several other smaller rockets, launched towards
the front of the church at the beginning of the Service by several
enthusiastic under 6’s.
This was the first Sunday in Advent and the clear message was to be
patient, to wait and to keep going. Despite the fact that “the people
grumbled” they did just that.
Carefully selected Bible readings were well read, there was a topical
Kim’s game which was well-rehearsed and challenging to the
congregation; the Proclaimers (our puppets) also took part and
there was a wonderful lot going on.
Their service certainly lowered the average age of Offington’s
preachers by some margin! Conversely, the quality and sincerity of
the young people’s worship was “out of this world”.
So a very WELL DONE to you all and TO GOD BE THE GLORY. A huge
thank you is due to Ben, Steph, Aaron, Kimberly, Charlotte, Ashley,
Emma, Shaughn Jay, Myeisha, Krystal, Theo, Woody and Dot.
Thanks also of course to the dedicated adult team who helped,
advised and generally supported OUR OWN YOUNG PEOPLE,
especially since the idea was first mooted
in September. A big commitment,
brilliantly executed.

Romy

Roll on the next one, please.
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CAPTION COMPETITION RESULT

Thank you for all your entries for our bit of Christmas fun,
which had us chuckling a lot in the run-up to Christmas.
It was a closely-fought contest, but we eventually chose this
as the winning caption:

“The Jay was curious to see how much further
the chess board would move
before the Squirrel fell over ”
Well done to Adam Cook — see the Editors for a small prize!

“FLIGHTS OF FANCY”
with Wing Commander Douglas Orchard
(Douglas will be ‘in conversation’ with the Grumpies
about his life and career)

Tuesday 12 February
(11:00am in the Church)
(please note the change of time)
New members welcome - grumpiness optional!
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FAMILY CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD ANSWERS

OH NOAH!
Q. Why didn't they play cards on the Ark?
A: Because Noah was standing on the deck!
Q. Why didn't Noah go fishing?
A. He only had two worms!
Q. What animal could Noah not trust?
A. The cheetah of course!
GET YOUR SPOTLIGHT EARLY AND FOR FREE!
If you would like to have SPOTLIGHT delivered FREE to your email inbox
(this is normally a few days ahead of publication date) please send a blank
email to offingtonspotlight@gmail.com with “Digital Spotlight Request”
as the subject of your email. Thank you.
The Eds
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Offington Park
Methodist Church
Saturday 16 February

10:00am

Refreshments available - come along and grab a bargain!

Girls’ Night Out invites
the Grumpy Old Men to join
them for a

Thursday 28 February @ 6:45pm
For more information & booking, please contact

Church Office 01903 205722
or office@offingtonpark.org.uk
It should be a fun night out!
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Café Service
Sunday 24 February
with Guest Speaker:
Julia Lillywhite from
Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
“Using key scriptures and stories of transformation from

the real life frontline, CAP will inspire the church about
God’s heart for the poor and the difference they can
make.”
Come along and hear how to manage your money better.
OR
How you can help others to manage their money better.

6:00pm
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER (WDP) 2019
Friday 1 March @ 10:00am
Broadwater Parish Church
Many of you will know this event as the Women’s World
Day of Prayer, but now the word “Women’s” has been dropped to show
that EVERYONE is invited. WDP is a worldwide movement, and Christians
all over the world will share in the exact same service which will take
place just like a “Mexican Wave”, at different times and in different
languages. It will begin at dawn in Queen Salote’s Girls School in Tonga,
then spread slowly around God’s world until the final service takes place
in Samoa, on the opposite side of the international dateline from Tonga.
2019’s service is written by the Christian women of Slovenia, whose
challenging theme is “COME – EVERYTHING IS READY”. The Service
emphasises how many “reasons” or “excuses” we find for not responding
to God’s invitation. The Slovenian flag will be displayed at the front of the
church, and the ecumenical WDP readers from the Broadwater district,
including our own committee members, will attempt to bring something
of Slovenia to their clothing; scenes of Slovenia will be projected to help
us feel connected with our fellow Christians in Slovenia, and their local
music will be played before the service.
Whilst each year the “feel” of the Service is individual to the country of
origin, with hymns often from that area, always the final moments of the
worship are filled with the hymn “The Day Thou Gavest Lord is Ended”.
The hymn-writer’s words “the sun that bids us rest is waking our brethren
‘neath the western sky” remind us of friends and relatives across the
world sharing together in a unique and unifying way.
Over refreshments after the one-hour service, there is a chance to meet
and talk to friends from other denominations in Broadwater. Through the
work of WDP and Christians of all denominations sharing in this act of
worship, many thousands of pounds are raised each year and distributed
to projects all over the world.
We invite YOU to come and feel part of a world wide movement which
began back in the 19th century and which has taken place every year in
England since 1932. St. Mary’s church is a beautiful setting and we know
you won’t be disappointed.
Gill Seymour & Romy Petts
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WORTHING4REFUGEES UPDATE

At present two families are involved with
the local programme.
In the first family, Dad is taking driving
lessons and hoping to become a coach
driver. Mum and the new baby have started
toddler group and the eldest child is enjoying school.
They have another child due to start nursery in September 2019. Your
prayers are needed for this family as they have to find a new home this year.

In the second family, Dad and Mum are both learning English and Dad is
undertaking work experience. They have three children who all seem to
have settled in well.
We are grateful for the great work done by our own Pauline Phillips who
spends so much time with the older members of the family and also to Gay
Jacklin and our Minister Dawn for their sterling work in helping these
families resettle.
We are planning a party for supporters and volunteers only at OPMC on
Sunday 29 January. In addition, we are planning coffee mornings and other
fund-raising activities. Please support us and please pray that both families
can find peace and be successfully assimilated into our society.
John Carr

We’re holding a….

Church Family Evening
on

Saturday 16 March
This is part of our ‘Giving Back to God’
gift weekend (16/17 March).
Look out for more details
in the next Spotlight!
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FEBRUARY DIARY
8:00am
Sun

3

Rev Dawn Carn

Holy Communion

10:30am Rev Dawn Carn

Holy Communion

6:00pm Rev Dawn Carn

Holy Communion
Healing and Wholeness

10:15am Getaway Club

For carers and toddlers

11:15am Keep Fit
Mon

4

12:00pm

Tuesday Lunch
& Social Club

Driver: Adam Cook

4.30pm Offington Bells
Wed

6

10:15am Getaway Club
9:45am

Thu

Sun

7

10

Mon 11

For carers and toddlers

Paint Along With Me Art Club

11:00am Bible Fellowship
1:30pm

Knit’n’Natter

2:00pm

Short Mat Bowls

The battle against us (Douglas)

10:30am Mr Adam Cook
3:30pm Rev Dawn Carn

Messy Church

10:15am Getaway Club

For carers and toddlers

7:00pm

Offington Bells

11:00am Grumpy Old Men

Flights of Fancy - note revised time

11:15am Keep Fit
Tue

12

Wed 13

Thu

14

12:00pm

Tuesday Lunch
& Social Club

Drivers:
Doug Sibley & Meg Hopkins

7:30pm

Tuesday Group

Quilting Demonstration by Liz Lance

10:15am Getaway Club

For carers and toddlers

10:30am

Midweek Holy Communion

9:45am

Paint Along With Me Art Club

11:00am Bible Fellowship

Angels and Guidance (Joy)
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FEBRUARY DIARY
Thu

Sun

14

17

2:00pm

Short Mat Bowls

3:00pm

Valentine’s Day Tea

8:00am

Breakfast Church

10:30am Rev Dawn Carn
6:00pm

Mon 18

See poster on p2 

Miss Mary Pitt

10:00am Stay and Play Cafe
7:00pm

Offington Bells

11:15am Keep Fit
Tue

19

Wed 20
Thu

21

12:00pm

Tuesday Lunch
& Social Club

Christmas Lunch
Drivers: Liz & Chris Lance

7:00pm

Patchwork People

10:00am Stay and Play
11:00am Bible Fellowship

1:30pm

Guarded by Angels (Dawn)

Knit’n’Natter

10:30am Rev Pauline Crispin
Sun

24

Mon 25

6:00pm

Rev Dawn Carn
with Julia Lillywhite from Café Service
Christians Against Poverty

10:15am Getaway Club
7:00pm

For carers and toddlers

Offington Bells

11:15am Keep Fit
Tue

26

Wed 27

Thu

28

12:00pm

Tuesday Lunch &
Social Club

Drivers: Dorothy Burgess &
Frances Barrell

10:15am Getaway Club

For carers and toddlers

9:45am

Art Club

Paint along with me!

11:00am Bible Fellowship

Discerning the Spirits (Adam)

7:00pm

Beetle Drive

Girls’ Night Out
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Traidcraft goes back to the
future with a new pioneering
plan for ethical trade.
The Board of Traidcraft has accepted a plan to secure the future of the plc
by maximising the profitable parts of the business, phasing out loss-making
lines, creating a membership culture and setting a new high bar for ethical
trading in the UK. As such, Traidcraft wishes to build on the extraordinary
success of fair trade for a new generation of trading, sourcing and buying, in
the manner of its pioneering fair-trade founders. They say:
“We want to tell consumers who gets what from the Traidcraft products
they buy. We want to annoy and irritate those who profit unduly through
the non-transparency of their trading activities. We will cause good
trouble, just as those six fair trade pioneers who started Traidcraft did in
1979. Traidcraft has transformed UK shopping, and now you can find fair
trade everywhere, from online shops to petrol stations. But as times
change, so must we. When new markets are searching for goods that are
ethical, vegan and organic as well as fair trade, we need to be there.”
Traidcraft will initially focus on its 4,300 Fair Traders who are predominantly
active in Christian churches and who will be able to access a new version of
the company they already do business with. Further to this, products will be
available to all consumers via the online Traidcraft shop and by mail order.
Returning the business to profit will involve a simpler range of products. The
new Traidcraft will:
 establish core grocery lines
 carry fewer craft lines
 encourage communities to buy cooperatively and in bulk, saving
on packaging and benefitting the planet
 deliver discounts through a membership model for supporters.
At Offington Park we will continue to sell Traidcraft goods as before, so
please make a point of visiting the stall on a Sunday morning and browsing
the catalogue. I am always happy to order items for you and you can also
browse on the Traidcraft website, www.traidcraftshop.co.uk.
Lesley Skinner

Thank you for your support.
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Link to Hope Shoebox
Appeal 2018
Last November many groups turned
out to help the Link to Hope shoebox
appeal. Volunteers of all ages helped
unload, sort and pack a staggering
40,000 shoeboxes.
Three groups from Offington helped and gave up their evening, so a
big thank you and well-done to the members and the helpers of the
7-2-11’s Youth club run by Gill Powell, the Senior Youth Club run by
Ashley Bishop and the Beta Homegroup run by Nick Skinner.
Link to Hope fill two sorts of shoeboxes: one for the
family and one for the elderly. They have been
delivering boxes for over 25 years to the poor of
Romania and the Ukraine.
I have been doing this myself for the last seven years
and I am always amazed and humbled by the generosity of time and
commitment given by the volunteers. If you are curious as to what
goes on inside the Worthing warehouse and wish to help in this good
cause, please talk to me and I will try to answer your questions and who knows - maybe see you there next
November?
As a reminder of why we give so
generously of our time and resources,
here is picture of some children in
Romania receiving their shoebox.
Adam Cook
Always keep your words soft and sweet,
just in case you have to eat them. And
never put both feet in your mouth at the
same time because you won't have a leg
to stand on.
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CHURCH FAMILY
NEWS
Prayer Book
Please uphold in prayer the members of the church family and any
other friends mentioned in our Prayer Book who are unwell at this
time.

The Prayer Book is kept in the Church foyer and you are welcome at
any time to add prayer concerns. Please ensure that the people
mentioned are happy for their names to be added. Just a Christian
name will suffice as we need to be aware of how we use personal
information.
The Prayer Book is placed on the Communion Table each Sunday to

give a focus on those in need.
OFFERTORIES
25 November

£544.25

23 December

£808.03

2 December

£759.15

30 December

£350.26

9 December

£582.65

6 January

£547.60

16 December

£452.52

13 January

£410.90

Giving by standing order each month currently averages £2,970.
Thank you for all you give - both financially and with service
Please remember opportunities for Gift Aid if you a taxpayer

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS
Service

Collection

Charity Benefitting

Christingle Services
& Midnight Communion

£318.47

Action for Children

Christmas Day

£327.42

Turning Tides
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Have you taken more than
your fair share of the Earth’s
resources this Christmas?
That was the question we posed on our
tree at the Christmas Tree Festival.
The Festival gave us the opportunity to decorate
an Eco tree showing the real message of
Christmas and comparing the journey of Mary
and Joseph with Christmas journeys today. We
trimmed the tree with pictures of the differing
homes; the reasons for both journeys, their
methods of transport etc. even showing the
exhaust fumes of our cars (pollution) and the
manure supplied by the donkey which would be
used to fertilise the fields. We then followed both journeys to a
family gathering in a much decorated modern home, compared to
Mary’s arrival at an inn with no accommodation.
As part of the eco tree decoration we had
Offington’s youngest Eco Warrior, Theo, helped by
baby sister and mum giving us beautiful garlands
made out of popcorn, and dried orange slices
which smelled lovely. Thank you Theo, Elizabeth
and Catherine.
On a more mundane subject, our recycling efforts
are going well. Recently, even crisp packets are
now accepted by the Lancing recycling group. And on a very personal
level, my family were surprised to receive some Christmas gifts
wrapped in the grey/brown paper which had previously stuffed a
huge box containing a tiny purchase. This paper was carefully folded
and actually made quite reasonable wrapping paper. The shiny
plastic paper I previously used to wrap gifts with is not recyclable, so

Romy

is now a thing of the past.
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HAIRDRESSING

by Jayne

in the comfort of your home
Fully qualified City and Guilds Hairdresser
Over 30 years of experience
Based in Tarring
New clients of all ages welcome
Dry/wet cut £12
Children’s cut £9
Shampoo & set £15
Cut, shampoo & set £21.50
Perm £50
Cut & blow dry/finish £35

MOB: 07731856133 HOME: 01903 600119
Email: jayne.lytton62@gmail.com

JAYNE’S BAKES
jayne.lytton62@gmail.com

Bespoke cakes and bakes
for all occasions –home-made to order

Taste as good as they look!

Mob: 07731856133
Home: 01903 600119
Decorated cakes

Everyday cakes

Dairy-free Cakes

Birthday

Wedding Anniversary

Cupcakes

Simply: any cake, any occasion. Coeliac no problem.
30 years’ experience Member of the Sugarcraft Guild
Prices vary according to the work involved.
Please ask for a quote - I’m more than happy to help.
Demonstration to small groups available.
Based in Tarring.
www.jaynesbakes.co.uk
19

20

21

ADVERTISE WITH US
Offington Park is a busy church. We have a number of
different sized rooms for hire and we can cater for small
groups and larger conference-style events. These are very
competitively priced and therefore are popular with the local community.
Our premises are extensively used by church members, community groups,
schools and commercial organisations, resulting in a significant footfall
through the premises almost every day.
Spotlight magazine is made available to every person that attends regular
church services and to the many visitors that use our premises every week.
Copies are also sent to former members.
So, why not advertise your services with us and make your name visible
to the many visitors to our premises, as well as those that are regularly
looking at our website. If required, we can also include a direct hyperlink
from our website to your own website at no extra charge.

Our competitive advertising rates (which are for 10 issues
and cover a full year) range from £30.00 for a one-eighth
of a page advert, up to £150.00 for a full-page advert.
There is no VAT payable.
Existing advertisers are invited annually to renew with us - most do.
We welcome new advertisers and we can start your advertisement at any
time for a pro-rata charge covering the number of issues remaining before
the next annual renewal invitation.
We will accept your own artwork in Word or JPEG file formats, scaled to fit
the space purchased. We can also prepare the artwork for a one-off charge
per advertisement of £35.00.

To enquire about advertising with us, and to obtain a
copy of our full rate guide, please email the Editor at:
offingtonspotlight@gmail.com.
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NEXT EDITION
Copy Deadline

Publication Date

Wednesday 13 February

Sunday 24 February

Please submit material for the next edition
to the Editors at:

offingtonspotlight@gmail.com
A little girl was sitting on her Grandmother's knee, as she
read her a bedtime story.
From time to time the little girl took her
eyes off the book and reached up to
stroke her Grandmother's wrinkled
cheeks. Then she stroked her own cheek.
Finally she said. " Grandma, Did God
make you?"
“Yes”, Grandma replied, "God made me."
Then the little girl asked, "Did God make me too?”
"Yes", said her Grandmother, "God made you too."

There was a pause before the little girl said, "He’s getting
better at it, isn't he?”
Offington Park Methodist Church,
South Farm Road, Worthing,
BN14 7TN
Tel: 01903 205722
Email: office@offingtonpark.org.uk
24

