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Cover Picture - the Empty Tomb 
 

Jesus’ resurrection is the cornerstone of Christian 
belief. The Gospel accounts tell of Jesus appearing 
to his disciples, and followers, multiple times after 
rising from the dead, reaffirming the reality of his 
victory over death.  
 

Few events in history have captured the hearts and minds of 
millions like the mystery of the empty tomb. This is for us, as 
Christians, a symbol of hope, redemption, and the promise of 
eternal life. It signifies that death does not have the final say 
and invites us to contemplate the deeper mysteries of faith. 
  

For us, the empty tomb is a symbol of liberation rather than 
despair. It is a sign of hope in our world, so desperately in need 
of hope. In a world plagued by suffering and uncertainty, the 
empty tomb is a beacon of light shining strong and a certainty 
that even in the darkest of times, new life can emerge. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

My eldest grandchild is a huge fan of the game of 
Monopoly. Her best times were with her grandad 
sitting for hours sometimes, playing this game.  
 

This weekend we celebrated her birthday with a trip to 
London to eat together and then to play life-size Monopoly. 
Four people with models of the famous thimble, ship, car, and boot 
counters strapped precariously on their heads guided groups of six 
people around a room. This had been laid out like the gameboard 
with an assortment of streets to buy and build on. In small rooms 
there were challenges and various puzzles to be solved by us once 
the dice had been thrown.  
 

Our group rolled and moved straight to prison and had to solve how 
to be released! Without giving too much away, in case you want to 
visit, the hollowed-out bible in the bedside cabinet proved extremely 
useful. The throws of the dice didn’t favour us, and we didn’t land on 
any streets to build on, so we didn’t win, but we spent a fun two 
hours playing together as a family. Thoroughly enjoyable. 
 

Our combined circuit youth groups began making a Monopoly board 
at our weekend away. When it has been finished it will be a reminder 
of our time together and hopefully the groups will join up and play 
the game. It has been designed with local streets and our churches 
replace the stations. I look forward to joining in the fun.   
 

As we approach Easter, we are reminded that Jesus’ last days on 
earth were spent having a meal with his friends, being arrested, 
detained, and then killed. But that wasn’t the end. 
 

On Easter day we celebrate his resurrection. Easter is a roller 
coaster of emotions over a brief period of time, and it is tempting to 
by-pass the sadness of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and 
head straight to Easter Sunday.  
 

We will be holding services on all three days, and I invite you to 
come and share in them all if you can, to appreciate the full story of 
Easter. In many ways our attendance shows our commitment to 
walk this journey together, however hard it might be, and share how 
our faith enables us to live with our joys and sorrows. 
 

Wishing you a blessed Easter. 
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CHURCH FAMILY 
NEWS 

 
 

SIGNIFICANT BIRTHDAY 
 

Lionel B 
 

With very best wishes for your special day! 

OFFERTORIES 

Month Cash & Envelopes Standing Orders  

January £463.95 £6,090.33   

PRAYER POINTS FOR SOFT PLAY 
PROJECT 

• Pray for the successful, timely completion 
ongoing work to refurbish our kitchen and 
provide new toilets for users of the soft 
play. 

• Pray that funding will be available when needed to advance our 
work and complete this exciting project.  

• Pray that we will have sufficient people to work and volunteer 
in the soft play and café, that we can provide an experience for 
those we are trying to reach out to, and that opportunities to 
share the Gospel of Jesus will grow.  

Coffee morning  
and Box Opening  

 

in aid of  

Action for Children 
 

   Saturday 13 April  
   10:00am - 12:00pm 

 

Network Stall, plus plants and cakes to buy. 
Please support this worthwhile charity. 

Lionel B 
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EDITORIAL 

A few weeks ago, Mrs Ed and I took a 
trip to Bristol. On leaving Worthing, we 
set the Sat Nav for our destination - not 
so much for directions but to manage 
any traffic issues and get an arrival time.   
 

 
The journey there was pretty uneventful, but as we approached 
our destination the Sat Nav started to show us a completely 
different route to the one we usually took. Now, I’m one who 
sometimes thinks I know better than the Sat Nav and was all set 
to go the normal way when I decided that I would follow it. 
Maybe it had found a better way that I didn’t know about? 
 
Was it quicker? Nope. Was it shorter? Nope. We didn’t know 
why the Sat Nav had taken us the way it did but we got there in 
the end - and saw parts of the city we’d not seen for a while! 
 
Later, when we began to head back to Worthing, I didn’t bother 
setting the Sat Nav. We’d hardly travelled a mile when our 
normal route was blocked by a road closure. So THAT was why 
the Sat Nav took us to our destination a different way! We were 
forced to turn round and set the Sat Nav for the best way home.        
 
This little incident got me thinking that sometimes we treat God 
like a Sat Nav. We set out in faith with every good intention, but 
as soon as things don’t start to make sense to us, we think we 
know best, go off on our own and ignore Him. Because we don’t 
understand, we think God’s got it wrong. But He never has!  
  
God knows what’s best for us and though we may not always 
understand at the time, in the long run it’s best to follow Him 
wherever He tells you to go. When we tried to navigate under 
our own steam, we failed. But as soon as we hooked up to the 
navigation we were soon on the right track.   
 
So, a lesson for life: don’t think you know best. Trust God to 
navigate for you, stay connected to Him as you journey through 
life - and you will achieve everything you set out to do.   

FROM THE  

EDITORS 
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HENRY HART MILMAN (1791 - 1868) 
 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hark, all the tribes ‘Hosanna’ cry; 

Your humble beast pursues its road 
With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

Henry Hart Milman was a British historian, cleric, poet, and academic. 
He was born into a distinguished and well-connected London family 
on 10 February 1791. He was the third son of Sir Francis Milman, 
physician to King George III.  
 

Educated at Eton and Brasenose College, Oxford, his university career 
was brilliant. He won the Newdigate prize in 1812, became a fellow of 
Brasenose in 1814, and in 1816 won the English essay prize. It was in 
this same year that he was ordained, and two years later became 
parish priest of St Mary's, Reading.  
 

Milman married Mary Ann Cockell, a daughter of 
Lieutenant-General William Cockell, by whom he 
had four sons and two daughters. One of his sons, 
Sir Archibald Milman, became Clerk of the House 
of Commons and his nephew, Robert Milman, 
was Bishop of Calcutta.  
 

As a clergyman, Milman held several important 
positions. He was ordained in the Church of England and in 1835, Sir 
Robert Peel made him Rector of St Margaret's, Westminster, and 
Canon of Westminster. He became Dean of St Paul's in 1849. His 
religious and theological writings, including sermons and theological 
treatises, were well-received within the Anglican community. 
 

Milman wrote many hymns and poems and his poetical works were 
published in three volumes in 1839. Among the hymns was "Ride On, 
Ride On in Majesty!", which Milman wrote in 1820. However, it was 
not published in a hymn book until 1827 when it was published in 
Bishop Reginald Heber's Hymns Written and Adapted to the Weekly 
Church Service of the Year. This is reported to only have happened  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eton_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brasenose_College,_Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newdigate_prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading_Minster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Diocese_of_Calcutta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Robert_Peel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Robert_Peel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dean_of_St_Paul%27s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Heber


7 

We will once again be holding a  

SOUP LUNCH   

in the Main Hall at 12 noon on 

GOOD FRIDAY (29 March) 
  

Requested Donation £7:50   
 

Please sign up (for catering purposes)  
using the form at the Welcome Desk.  

 

Refreshments will be available in the Main Hall  

after the service and before the lunch   
     

   Coffee & Tea £1:00; Cake 50p  
  

    PROCEEDS TO CHRISTIAN AID 

after Milman met Heber in 1823 before Heber became Bishop of 
Calcutta.  
 

The hymn was described by composer Stanley L. Osbourne as 
"Objective, robust, confident, and stirring, possessing that peculiar 
combination of tragedy and victory which draws the singer into the 
very centre of the drama. It is this which gives the hymn its power 
and its challenge".  
 

Over time, the hymn proved very popular. In fact, in 1907 John Julian, 

in his Dictionary of Hymnology, stated that it was the most popular 

Palm Sunday hymn in the English language at that time. 
 

Henry Hart Milman passed away on 24 September, 1868, leaving an 
unfinished book chronicling the history of St Paul’s Cathedral. The 
book was completed and published by his son, A. Milman.  
 

Milman is buried in St Paul’s Cathedral, where his grave was originally 
marked by an elaborate tomb. However, when the Chapel of the 
Order of the British Empire was created, the original tomb was 
replaced by a slab in the floor. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese_of_Calcutta_of_the_Church_of_North_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_British_Empire
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A JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE  
Jeremiah 

“Miss the deadline one more time and there 
will be consequences!” When your boss 
shouts this for the hundredth time, you know 
one thing: it’s an empty threat. 
 

God’s people were living double lives: praising God one 
moment, then lying, cheating, stealing and living for false 
gods the next. For twenty years Jeremiah warned them 
that God’s judgement was coming. The people hated 
Jeremiah’s message and decided it was an empty threat.  
 

It wasn’t. The Babylonian army destroyed Jerusalem. They 
took the people prisoners - just as Jeremiah had warned. 
 

Jeremiah is a pretty intense book; it is, after all, about 
God’s judgement. So why spend time reading something 
so dark? Because Jeremiah is like a booming morning 
alarm when you’re fast asleep; painful but important!  
 

His message is there to make us sit up and pay attention: 
God takes sin seriously. His judgement is no empty threat. 
 

God’s people didn’t take Him, His warnings or their sin 
seriously; but we can. When we do, Jeremiah teaches us 
that God always has a rescue plan for those who are 
willing to listen. 

We invite any man, grumpy or not,  
to join us on  

12 March at10:00am for a  
topical Grump: 

 

“Love Thy Neighbour”  
 

We will be meeting in the Quiet Room.  
Refreshments will be available from Zach’s café. 
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THE LIGHTHOUSE @ OFFINGTON PARK 
 

The Lighthouse @ Offington Park will soon become a reality! The 
cornerstone of this exciting project, the Junior and Baby soft play 
frames are scheduled for installation on 2 April, the day after Easter 
Monday. Installation is expected to take approximately one week 
and by using the Easter holidays we hope to cause very little 
disruption to the groups and uniformed organisations that use the 
main hall.    
 

On the page opposite we have again printed the final design of the 
community soft play areas. When installed, as we mentioned in the 
last edition, the frames will be covered with anti-climb netting and 
will have full-height lockable gates to prevent people from climbing 
on them when not in use. 
 

The rest of the hall, when the soft play is in use, will be a community 
café and much work is already taking place to source tables, chairs 
and other essential equipment. If you would like to fund/part-fund a 
specific item of café equipment there will be an opportunity to d o so 
at Gift Day. Please see the Gift Day article on page 24.        
 

We are very pleased to announce that we have appointed Tess Little 
as our Church Community Development Manager. Tess is a 
practicing Christian with oodles of energy and great enthusiasm and 
ideas for promoting and developing our soft play. Tess lives locally 
with her husband and small child. She fully appreciates that this role 
is key to the development, marketing and successful operation of 
the soft play and café. We believe that our prayers have been 
answered through this appointment.  
 

Key to making the soft play a ’one-stop shop’ that caters for the 
needs of users is the conversion of the main hall table store so that 
the new toilets can be accessed directly from the main hall. This is 
vital for the safety of the children using the frames and for the 
overall security of the area. We have reached what we believe to be a 
workable design and are in discussion with builders, plumbers and 
drainage consultants to establish how this can best be installed. 
Work on the drainage aspects such as the ‘drop’ necessary for waste 
to flow away to the drains will mean that the toilet nearest the Allan 
Fletcher Hall doors will be out of use whilst this work takes place, but 
once it is complete we will have two new toilets with baby-change 
facilities as well as a (smaller) toy cupboard and table storage.         
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(continued from p10)  

We are working hard to get the café area (which will occupy the east 
side of the new kitchen) ready for our June launch. For logistical and 
funding reasons, we may have to refurbish the kitchen in stages but 
all within a relatively short time. After the café section is complete, 
we will refurbish the washing and drying areas (against the west wall 
of the kitchen) and finally the cooking area directly under and 
around the existing commercial ovens and extraction hood.  
 

We would love to fit out the kitchen in one go, and this is where you 
come in. We do have sufficient funding to continue apace with the 
work required, but we still need to fundraise. Dawn has outlined in 
her recent letter that Gift Day in particular is focused on hospitality, 
so if you are someone who feels that Offington’s hospitality is vital to 
its mission, please consider giving a generous gift and we will ensure 
that it is spent directly on the kitchen in some form.  
 

There is some unexpected electrical work required for the kitchen 
refit, which runs into several thousands but is a vital safety issue. 
Thus, we are still looking very carefully at how our funding is 
obtained and used, and whilst we would ideally like to use grants for 
completing the project, we are aware that we can call on the already 
offered temporary financial assistance. Any offers of financial help, 
whether gift or loan, are truly appreciated and as we work through 
the amounts and timings involved we will be in touch if you have 
already offered such help. If, in your praying for the project, you 
have felt called to help financially, please let Dawn or Mike Powell 
(Treasurer) know. All conversations will be completely confidential.  
 

Finally, we need people!! That means YOU!! Could you volunteer to 
work in the new Lighthouse café area? Perhaps your skills lie in 
talking to our guests? We expect to offer soft play sessions of up to 
two hours, so shifts of three hours would be ideal. But if you can’t 
offer three hours, how about two or just one? We’re flexible! If you 
can help, please speak to Dawn or Joy Barnes. 
 

And a prayer for the project:  Lord, our hearts are overflowing with 
gratitude for all the blessings we have received through this project. 
We are so grateful for the love that you shower upon us, a love that 
knows no bounds and sustains us. Help us to be mindful stewards of 
your gifts, using our resources wisely and sharing generously with 
those in need. May this venture be a testament to your goodness 
and love, and may it advance your Kingdom in this place. Amen. 
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A CLOSER LOOK AT…ZERESH 
the wife who fed her husband’s fury  

and ended up getting burnt 
 

How do you console your angry partner 
after they’ve had a frustrating day? Listen, 
sympathise, soothe and comfort them? Zeresh 
did none of those things when Haman came home in a rage. 
She did exactly what we shouldn’t do - she added fuel to his 
fire.  
 

Haman was the king’s advisor; the second most powerful 
man in the Persian empire. Yet Mordecai the Jew would not 
bow down to him and give him the reverence he felt he 
deserved. “How dare he!”, Haman raged. 
 

Zeresh could have put out the fire in Haman’s heart. She 
could have reassured him by explaining his value to her and  
given a different viewpoint on why Mordecai may want to 
place his reverence elsewhere, but she didn’t. Instead she 
fanned the flames into something quite deadly: “you know 
what you should do - kill him…”  
 

Zeresh only realised her error when it was too late and she 
had lost everything through her husband’s disastrous 
actions. The tragic downfall of her entire family warns us 
that if we only ever allow our own and our loved ones’ 
emotions to guide us, disastrous short-term advice and rash 
decisions will often be what follows. 
 

Follow the story by reading Esther 5:9 - 7:10 

PRAYER FOR GROWTH 
God of mission, who alone brings growth  
to your church, send your Holy Spirit to give: 
vision to our planning,  
wisdom to our actions,  
joy to our worship 
and power to our witness. 
 
 

Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual 
commitment to you, and in service to our local 
community, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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MARCH 
 

Ah, March! When winter's grip begins to yield, 
And whispers of new life paint the field. 

As March dances in, our hopes are raised, 
By spring’s awakening and longer days. 

 
Gentle breezes kiss the air, 

Cherry blossoms, delicate and fair. 
March, a month of transformation; 

For nature’s canvas, a redecoration. 
 

Sunshine's warmth, a fleeting tease, 
Chasing shadows through the trees. 

Yet, the lion roars, a cold wind's breath, 
A reminder of winter's lingering death. 

 
Raindrops dance on rooftops light, 

Melting snow, a quiet fight. 
Puddles ripple, reflecting skies, 

As nature's awakening intensifies. 
 

Migrating birds return in glee, 
Carving trails across the lea. 

The earth, reborn, in shades of green, 
In fields of colour, a sight to be seen. 

 
A bridge from inhospitable storm, 
To brighter days, long and warm. 

From frosty morns to blossoms bright, 
A dance of weather, a splendid sight. 

 
Embrace sweet March, and tame the beast 

That beckons us to the springtime feast. 
In every gust, in every shower, 

March weaves a tale of seasonal power. 



15 

Church Office 
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WHAT’S ON - MARCH 2024 

Sat  2  10:00am Gift Day Zach’s Café will be open 

Sun  3 
8:00am Rev Dawn Carn Holy Communion 

10:30am Rev Janet Tanner  

Mon               4 6:45pm Offington Bells  

Tue 5 12:00pm 
Tuesday Lunch 
 & Social Club 

 

Thu   7   11:00am Bible Fellowship  

Fri 8 10:30am Offington CAMEO Speaker: Rebecca Disney 

Sun   10 
10:30am Rev Dawn Carn  Holy Communion 

3:30pm Messy Church Team Messy Church 

Mon               11 6:45pm Offington Bells  

Tue 12 

10:00am Grumpy Old Men Love Thy Neighbour 

12:00pm 
Tuesday Lunch 
 & Social Club 

 

Thu   14   
11:00am Bible Fellowship  

2:00pm Knit ‘n’ Natter   

Sun    

8:00am Breakfast Church  Team Breakfast Church 

17  
10:30am Mrs Pam Frost Morning Worship 

2:30pm Circuit Peace Prayer Event  

3:30pm Circuit Service  

Mon               18 6:45pm Offington Bells  

Tue  19  12:00pm 
Tuesday Lunch 
 & Social Club 

 

Wed 20 10:30am Mid-month Holy Communion  

Thu  21  11:00am Bible Fellowship  

Fri  22  10:30am Offington CAMEO With Rev Rosemarie Clarke 
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WHAT’S ON - MARCH 2024 

Sun    24   10:30am 
PALM SUNDAY 
Rev Debra Chidakwe-Akue 

Parade Service 

Tue  26  12:00pm 
Tuesday Lunch 
 & Social Club 

 

Thu    28  

11:00am 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Bible Fellowship 

 

2:00pm Knit ‘n’ Natter   

7:00pm Maundy Thursday Service  

Fri  29  
11:00am 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Good Friday Service 

 

12:00pm Chistian Aid Lunch  

Sun  31  
7:00am 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Service on the Beach 

Followed by breakfast at OP 

10:30am Rev Dawn Carn Easter Celebration 
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Spotlight is not a consumer champion magazine, but you 
may (or may not) have heard that the government regulator 
is investigating potential mis-selling in the car finance sector. 
Could you be affected? Read on to find out. 
 

What’s the problem? The Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) is investigating historic car finance agreements, called 
Discretionary Commission Arrangements (DCAs), which were 
banned in 2021. The FCA felt that they were not transparent 
or fair to consumers. However, customers felt that they had 
been ripped off and there have been complaints. Twice now  
the Financial Ombudsman has ruled in favour of customers 
and the regulator has been oblige to step in. 
 

What is a DCA? Car finance is a complicated business, but 
in short, a DCA allowed a car dealer to manipulate the 
interest rate offered to a customer by the finance firm, in 
practice increasing the customer’s monthly payments.  
 

Most cars are bought on finance deals and many deals offer a 
published fixed interest rate for the term of the loan. That 
would be the headline rate and the rate of interest you pay. 
With a DCA, however, there was an additional – hidden – 
step involved. The finance company would agree to lend at 
(say) 7% interest. But rather than telling you that rate, the 
dealer was given the ability to jack up that interest rate to 
(say) 10% thereby significantly increasing your monthly 
payment. And they didn’t have to tell you that!! The dealer 
would then receive additional commission from the lender for 
doing this, so both the dealer and the finance company were 
profiting from this activity. 
 

The complaints mount. Over the last couple of years, the 
FCA says that the finance companies have received about 
10,000 complaints about these agreements but almost all of 
them were rejected. Two customers, however, took their 
finance companies to the Financial Ombudsman Service and 
won. Both were awarded compensation of around £1,000.  
These cases grabbed the FCA’s attention, and potentially 
opened the door for thousands of other customers to seek 

MOTORING 
 

Car Finance  
- the next PPI Scandal? 
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similar compensation.   
 

What sort of car finance agreements are eligible? 
Usually used car agreements on HP or personal contract 
purchase (PCP), and generally arranged by the dealer who 
sold you the car. Regardless of the size of the dealer, or the 
price of the car, the principle is the same. It’s unlikely that 
new car agreements were DCA’s, however.  
 

How do I know if I had a DCA? The contract paperwork 
will likely mention commission to the dealer, which in most 
cases is perfectly legal and reasonable. But that doesn’t 
mean it’s a DCA.  
 

So, what can I do if I think I’m affected? If you think 
you’re affected, contact your car finance lender and ask 
them. Do this in writing as you will then have a written 
response. They must tell you if your finance agreement had a 
DCA clause. Don’t worry if you don’t have the contract 
paperwork - you don’t need it as long as you can pass the 
usual security to identify yourself. If you did have a DCA, you 
CAN complain to your lender, but you can’t escalate the 
complaint to the Ombudsman and you won’t receive any 
compensation until the FCA has completed its investigation. 
You can also still complain if your credit agreement is over 
and the finance is paid off or if your car was repossessed. 
 

Anything else to note? Yes. Just because your car finance 
agreement had a DCA doesn’t mean that the dealer used it. 
If they suspected that you were already pushing the limits of 
affordability, they may have chosen not to try for any more. 
It’s also possible that some dealers had a working moral 
compass and felt that a DCA was poor practice.   
 

Should I sign up to campaigns or class actions? Not 
right now. What will happen in terms of claiming will depend 
on what the FCA decides after it completes its investigation.  
If the FCA decides there’s a systemic problem and industry-
wide redress is needed for DCA agreements, it will put a free 
claims process in place for finance companies to follow and 
for any customers to use. There will also be a clear time limit 
for making claims so you will still have time to do so.  
 

What happens next? This issue will continue to evolve as 
the FCA proceeds with its investigation, but we’re unlikely to 
see the FCA making its final decision before October 2024. 
If you think you are affected, do watch for updates.  
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BIBLE HEROES  
Samuel 

 

What makes a good king? Confident, 
winsome, eloquent, able with ease to brush 
shoulders with the world’s elite…? 
 

We all have our own view on what makes a 
good leader. Samuel did too. God sent him to 
the home of Jesse, assuring him that the next 
king of Israel was amongst his sons. Samuel thought he 
knew a good king when he saw one. 
 

“That’s the one!” he said to himself as he looked at Jesse’s 
eldest boy, “tall, handsome, handy with a sword…”. 
 

“Do not consider his appearance or height”, God said to 
Samuel. God invited Samuel to look beyond appearances to 
see what He sees; to look into the heart. Samuel ended up 
choosing a young shepherd boy who became Israel’s 
greatest ever king. 
 

Some people seem to have it all. It’s easy to become awed 
by appearances and stature, especially in this age of social 
media. When you feel insecure, or like you can’t possibly 
match up to the world’s standards, let God open your eyes 
through Samuel’s experience to what really matters.  
 

Revisit the story in 1 Samuel 13:13-14 and 16:1-13 and find 
out how Samuel learned that faith doesn’t see things as we 
do; faith sees as God sees.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

To book or enquire, visit 

www.offingtonpark.org.uk/venue-hire  

or email us at offingtonparkchurch@gmail.com  

HALL FOR HIRE AT COMPETITIVE RATES 
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CHRISTIANITY ACROSS THE WORLD 
Kenya is known for its stunning landscapes and 
diverse wildlife. Christianity has grown rapidly here 
following its introduction by missionaries in the 
19th century. These missionaries, representing 
different denominations, brought with them not just the Gospel 
but also Western education, healthcare, and social structures. 
Their efforts led to the establishment of churches, schools, and 
hospitals across the country, leaving an indelible mark on 
Kenya's history and development. 
 

Today, Christianity there is characterized by its diversity, with 
converts belonging to various denominations, including many 
indigenous African Christian churches. Each denomination 
contributes to the vibrant mosaic of Kenyan Christianity. 
 

Beyond its spiritual significance, Christianity plays a central role 
in shaping Kenyan society and culture. Christian values influence 
attitudes towards family, morality, and social justice, providing a 
framework for ethical behaviour and community engagement. 
Churches are not only places of worship but also hubs for social 
activities, youth programs, and charitable initiatives, contributing 
to the overall well-being of communities. 
 

However, Christianity in Kenya is not without its challenges. The 
ever-present issues of poverty, corruption, and ethnic tensions 
pose ongoing challenges to the Church's mission of promoting 
peace, justice, and reconciliation. Despite these challenges, 
Christianity is thriving in Kenya, adapting to changing times 
while remaining rooted in its rich traditions. As Kenyan Christians 
navigate the complexities of modern life, their faith serves as a 
source of strength, hope, and resilience, uniting believers across 
diverse backgrounds in their shared journey of spiritual growth 
and social transformation. 

KENYA 
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UKRAINE: TWO YEARS ON 
As the conflict in Ukraine enters its third year, the 
scars of war continue to mar the landscape and the 
lives of its people. What began as a political upheaval 
in 2014 has evolved into a protracted, devastating 
conflict, with no immediate resolution in sight.  
 

The conflict in Ukraine involves multiple actors with competing interests, 
further complicating efforts to resolve the crisis. The primary parties to 
the conflict include the Ukrainian Government, led by Volodymyr 
Zelensky, who has sought to pursue a diplomatic solution to the 
conflict while bolstering Ukraine's military capabilities. Pro-Russian 
Separatists are strong in eastern Ukraine. With support from Russia, 
these separatists control significant portions of territory and have 
engaged in sporadic fighting with Ukrainian forces. Then there is Russia, 
which has provided military, financial, and diplomatic support to the 
separatist forces. Moscow's annexation of Crimea and involvement in 
the Donbas region have fuelled tensions with the West and exacerbated 
the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. 
 

The United States, UK and European Union have imposed sanctions on 
Russia and have provided Ukraine with political and material support. 
NATO has also bolstered its presence in Eastern Europe as a deterrent 
against further Russian aggression. 
 

Lord, we pray with heavy hearts. We seek your comfort and guidance 
for those affected by war, as the conflict rages and tensions escalate. 
Grant strength to the innocent civilians caught in the midst of violence, 
shielding them from harm and providing refuge in their time of need. 
Heal the wounds of those who have suffered loss and console the 
grieving with your boundless love. 
 

We pray for wisdom and compassion to prevail among leaders and 
decision-makers, that they may seek peaceful resolutions and prioritise 
the well-being of all people. May justice and righteousness guide their 
actions as they navigate through the complexities of conflict. 
 

Instil hope in the hearts of the Ukrainian people, reminding them of 
your steadfast presence and unfailing love. Grant them courage to 
persevere through adversity and unity to stand together in solidarity. 
Above all, we pray for peace to reign in Ukraine. May your divine peace, 
which surpasses all understanding, settle upon the land, ending strife 
and ushering in a future filled with reconciliation and harmony. 
 

In your mercy, hear our prayer.   Amen. 

Prayer 
Pointers 
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MONEY MATTERS 
Gift Day  - 2 March 2024 

 

Gift Day began many years ago as a vehicle for us 
to recognise how much God has given us - money, 
talents, health or extra energy - gifts that we 
should be thankful for. Gift Day is our way of saying ’thank you’ by 
giving one or more of these back to God.  
 

Our Gift Day focus this year is on the hospitality that Offington 
provides on a weekly basis to many people who visit our premises, 
including our Seniors Lunch Club and Zach’s Café users. Hospitality 
is one area where Offington excels, but it can only do this through 
willing, thankful people who will readily apply their time, talents, 
energy and prayers.  
 

Every member, visitor or church user is invited to be part of Gift 
Day. We recommend prayerfully considering how much you can 
give; any gift, whether large or small is important. It is about 
coming together as a church family to give something back to God 
and reaching out into the community, providing for the needs of 
others and making new disciples that will continue His kingdom.  
 

God can use anything we care to give, so this Gift Day, please pray 
that God will show you where in Offington he can use you and the 
resources you have to offer. Pray, listen to God’s prompting, and 
then respond! 
 

Remember that, although we are focusing on hospitality, whatever 
you give, you are not giving to the church budget - you are giving to 
God to use in His service! What is He worth to you? 
  

We hope you will be able to come to church on Gift Day. Zach’s café 
will be open from 10:00am to 12:00pm serving light refreshments 
and there will be an opportunity to allocate all or part of your gift 
to an item that we would like to purchase so that we can continue 
offering the great hospitality that Offington is known for.  
 

How to purchase a hospitality item 
1. From the ‘item tree’ in the church, simply select the luggage tag 

with the item you’d like to fund  
2. Pledge or give your gift to ‘purchase’ the item 
3. Hang the luggage tag on the ‘purchased items’ tree.  
 

It sounds complicated, but it isn’t!  
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If you are able to make a gift (and we understand that not 
everybody will be able to), we will be very pleased to receive them.  
 

Please carefully consider not only what you give, but how you give. 

Every gift is valued, no matter how small, but as a church we are 

charged handling fees on cash deposits to the bank and processing 

fees on the number of cheques we deposit to the bank. You can 

help to make your gift go as far as possible by: 

a. Giving your gift by bank transfer (Our account is with CAF 
Bank in the name of Offington Park Methodist Church 
Worthing. Our sort code is 40-52-40 and our account number 
is 00013735). Bank transfers are free and we receive cleared 
funds in our account usually within twenty-four hours. 

b. If you cannot use bank transfer, cheques are preferable to 
cash, as we can identify you as the giver. If you pay enough 
tax, we can (subject to certain rules) reclaim a further 25% of 
your gift from the taxman, at no cost to you. This is known as 
Gift Aid.    

c. If cash is your preferred option, and you pay enough tax, 
please ensure that we can identify you as the giver. Then we 
can still claim Gift Aid as we do for cheques.    

If you are a taxpayer and you’re not signed up to the Gift Aid 
scheme (or you’re not certain if you are) please speak to Stephen 
Smith who will be at Gift Day. No matter how you pay, if you are 
eligible for Gift Aid, please make sure we can claim it on your 
behalf. Gift Aid is a freebie from the Chancellor - don’t let his 
generosity go to waste!!  
         

Finally, how about considering ways in which you can help us raise 
funds throughout the year. Try saving those tiny 5p coins in a 
‘tiddler jar’ or starting a ‘penny stack’ at home. You’d be surprised 
how much you can collect. Great oaks from tiny acorns grow! 

But now...a word of caution: 
Please DO NOT feel compelled to give beyond your means.  
God wants us to give cheerfully out of a sense of thankfulness 
and generosity, not because we feel pressured or because we 
feel guilty for not doing so.  

Thank you     Mike P (Treasurer) 
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OFFINGTON CAMEO 
All meetings in the Allan Fletcher Hall: 

 

Friday March 8: Rebecca Disney   

“12 countries in 12 weeks” 
 

Friday March 22:  

“Easter Reflection” with Rev Rosemarie Clarke 
 

You are very welcome to join us for coffee at 10:15am  
and a prompt start at 10:30am 

 
CAMEO offers a wide selection of events and they always 
have  a great time. They would welcome new members 
with ideas for continuing the varied programme. If you 

have experience of public speaking or have an interesting 
story to tell, CAMEO would love to hear from you.      

 

Margaret H 

Offington 

Cameo 

ANOTHER BIRTHDAY? 
Can you recycle used birthday cards 
to raise money for charity? Yes, you 
can - and better still, you can now 
recycle them at church!  
 

Just bring your old birthday cards and leave them in the 
box in the foyer. Margaret H will be able to recycle them 
for charity. 
 

We would ideally like cards originally purchased for men, 
but we won’t turn down anything bought for women! 
 

Please note, however, that we can’t accept cards that are 
specific to a named relative such as dad, uncle, nephew, 
grandad/grandma etc.    
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A BIBLE PASSAGE (LITERALLY!) 
 

How many of the 30 hidden books of the 
Bible did you find? Check your answers here!  
 

This is A MOSt reMARKable puzzle. It was 
found by a gentleman in an airplane seat 
pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to 
HonoluLU, KEeping him occupied for hours. 
He enjoyed it so much that he passed it on to some friends. 
One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his 
JOHN-boat. Another friend studied it while playing his 
banJO. ELaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by 
it, she had it in her weekly newspaper column. 
 

Another friend JUDGES the JOB of solving this puzzle so 
involving that sHE BREWS a cup of tea to help her nervES. 
THERe will be some names that are really easy to spot. 
That’s a fACT! Some people, however, will soon find 
themselves in a JAM, ESpecially since the books are not 
necessarily capitalised.  
 

TRUTHfully, fROM ANSwers we get, we are forced to admiT 
IT USually takes a minister or scholar to see some of theM 
AT THE Worst. Research has shown that something in our 
GENES IS responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the 
books in these paragraphs. During a recent fundraising 
event, the Alpha Delta PHI-LEMONade booth set a new 
sales record. 
 

The local paper, the CHRONICLE, Surveyed over fifty 
patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most 
difficult they had ever seen. As DANIEL HumaNA HUMbly 
puts it “the books are all right here in plain view, hidden from 
sight”.  
 

THOSE Able to find all of them will hear great 
LAMENTATIONS from those who have to be shown. One 
REVELATION that may help is that books TIMOTHY and 
SAMUEL appeared without their NUMBERS. Also, keep in 
mind that punctuation and space in the middle are norMAL. 
A CHIpper attitude will help you to comPETE Really well 
against those who claim to know the answers.  
 

Remember there is no need for a mass EXODUS, there really 
are thirty books of the Bible lurKING Somewhere in these 
paragraphs and waiting to be found! 
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ECO REMINDERS AS WE HEAD INTO SPRING! 
 

I’ll hope you’ll forgive the quiet front through the winter. 

Once we achieved our Silver Award, I took a little time out 

where I had to focus on other things but I’m hoping to 

emerge with some new things as the weather (hopefully) 

turns favourable. 
 

I’m sure you’ll agree that it is lovely to see the early signs of 

spring all around us now with bulbs starting to pop up, 

blossom on the trees, and, my favourite, the magnolia 

buds starting to form.  I thought I’d take a moment to 

remind you of a couple of spring “eco” points. 
 

Firstly, if you are green fingered, or even if you’re not, 

enjoy your green spaces or plant pots as they start to 

reawaken and where possible, consider the wildlife that 

you are providing for as you plant new arrivals.  Also, 

consider planting drought-hardy plants which will survive 

any potential heat waves and extreme weathers – we 

need the plants to hold together our land even when the 

heat kicks in. 
 

Secondly, a little reminder of a search engine that I shared 

with you last summer. WWW.ECOSIA.ORG is a search 

engine where, as you search, they plant trees.  When I 

wrote in the summer, they had planted 175,029,429 trees 

and as I write now that has increased to 201,398,214! 

http://Www.ecosia.org
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Lastly, it is the annual Earth Hour on 23 March where we 

are all encouraged to embrace the opportunity to turn 

our lights and electrical devices off for an hour to raise 

awareness and start conversations about how we protect 

nature and tackle the climate crisis. 
 

How you can take part and make a difference in 2024  
 

On 23 March between 8.30 

and 9.30 p.m. we are 

asked to turn off the lights 

and use as little power as 

possible.  
 

During this hour, take a 

time of reflection and pray 

about those areas where 

our actions could have a high environmental impact. 
  

Consider how you might eat more sustainably. Eat less 

meat, fish, eggs and dairy, for example, and choose more 

seasonal, locally grown foods.  
 

Consider how you might save water, just by turning off the 

tap sooner, taking shorter showers (can you shower in 2 

minutes?) and only putting a load of washing on when 

you have a full load of clothes. 
  

Think about how you can contribute to the upcoming eco 

adventures at OPMC! I would welcome contributors to 

write articles for Spotlight and I am going to be asking for 

practical help with our land management soon.  
 

Do you have any experience with growing a living roof? 

Do you have any gardening tips to share to promote 

diverse wildlife? Are you an organiser who could organise 

some group walks/cycles/conservation activities? 
 

Come on, get involved! I’d love to hear from you.  

You can contact me via the Church Office.  Catherine 
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JC’s LITTLE NUGGETS 

“Old to the New” 

One more step along the world I go (hymn 476, 
Singing the Faith) exhorts us in the chorus to 
travel “from the old (ways) to the new.” 
 

Jeremiah (chapter 6, v16) tells us, when at a crossroads in 
our lives, to take ‘the good way of the Lord’. In chapter 8, 
verse 34 of his Gospel, Mark tells us that it is not material 
things, but spiritual gains that enrich our lives. 
 

Hard to believe, I know, but I was once young, handsome, 
though not so "bright”. “Has anything changed?”, I hear 
you ask. Well, yes it has. Thanks to the Lord placing a great 
friend in my life, I started to study. 
 

However, whilst pursuing my studies, I got distracted with 
other youthful activities. I had walked away from the Lord. 
 

One Sunday, the friend took me to the local Methodist 
church in Patcham, Brighton. I felt the Lord speaking to me 
and this was a pivotal moment in my life: I surrendered all 
to the Lord, trusting Him only. Thus began the process of 
becoming a Local Preacher. 
 

So I moved from the old to the new, took the right road at 
the crossroads and changed material values for spiritual 
ones. Each day I check if all my bits are working, praise my 
friend and thank the Lord for keeping me on the right 
path. 
 

God bless you all.        John C 

THE LONG AND THE SHORT OF IT…? 
 

In church for the first time, a little boy watched 
intently as the choir, all in white surplices, filed in 

to the choir stalls. With wonder in his voice, he 
whispered, “Daddy, are all those people going to 

have their hair cut…?”  
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Offington Park Methodist Church,  
South Farm Road, Worthing,  

BN14 7TN 
Tel: 01903 205722 

Email: office@offingtonpark.org.uk 
Web: www.offingtonpark.org.uk  

NEXT EDITION  

Copy Deadline Publication Date 

Friday 22 March Thursday 28 March 

Please submit material for the next edition 
to the Editors at:  

offingtonspotlight@gmail.com 

Fred owned a mini-market. One day, his friend Ginger saw him 
in town and he looked very upset. “What’s the matter?”, Ginger 
asked him. “Oh, things are terrible”, replied Fred. “A Tesco 
Express has opened right next door to me.” “If I were you,” said 
Ginger, “I’d sell up. You can’t compete with Tesco”. “Maybe I’ll 
stick it out a bit longer”, said Fred.  
 

A few years later, when Ginger saw Fred again, he 
looked even worse. “You won’t believe it”, he told 
Ginger, “but a Sainsbury’s Local has opened up on 
the other side of me. Business is at rock-bottom”. 
 

“Fred, you can’t compete with the chain stores,” 
Ginger said. “I’d get out now while you can and cut your losses.  
“No. Maybe I’ll stick it out a bit longer”, said Fred. 
 

A few years later, Ginger saw Fred driving a Rolls-Royce and 
wearing an expensive suit. “So, did you sell out in the end and do 
well in a new business venture?”, asked Ginger. 
 

“No”, said Fred, “I just changed the name of my shop. It’s now 
called Main Entrance!”     


