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Fall 2024 

Drum Point  
Property Owners’ AssociaƟon 

Receive this NewsleƩer by Email 

 Many of you are receiving this newsleƩer in your mailbox and missing out on the lovely, 
full-color photos in this ediƟon.   Please consider contacƟng the DPPOA office to provide an email 
address.  Email delivery allows you to see the newsleƩer in all its color-filled glory, and you will 
receive Ɵmely noƟficaƟons about paving scheduled for your area, dates for upcoming cleanup 
days and other items of interest and importance.  Email delivery of the newsleƩer also saves the 
AssociaƟon money on postage and processing Ɵme.  Contact Rhea by email at office@dppoa.org 
to be added to the list of email recipients. 

Oktoberfest 2024* 
Drum Point Club 

Saturday, October 5th    
From 3:00 - 7:00 with food served from 4:00 - 5:00 
Enjoy a brat and traditional German sauerkraut  

or a burger along with side dishes. 
Bring your favorite beer or other adult beverage.   

Water and soda will be provided. 
 

Enjoy the fun of family and friends on a hayride or  
take a walk along the beach!! 

Entertainment by 
Monkey Business 

playing the best of Rock and Soul from the 60’s and 70’s 
 

Sponsored by the Drum Point Property Owners’ Association and the Drum Point Club 

All property owners, residents and their guests welcome (bring your hang tag for ease of entrance). 
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President’s Column 
Tony Spakauskas, President DPPOA Board of Directors 

Fees in Drum Point 
 While most people are aware of and do pay their yearly HOA fees, there is some confusion about 
the difference between the fees due to the AssociaƟon office and the Special Tax District.  New property 
owners are oŌen under the mistaken impression that the bill received at the end of January or first week 
of February from the AssociaƟon office is referencing the fees collected with their property taxes each 
year.  To be clear, the Special Tax District, currently $175 is collected with your property taxes and is part 
of your mortgage payment.  The bill that is received from this office is a separate fee and is due March 1 
of each year, per the Covenants.  Payment can be made via credit card, although we do pass the fee 
charged by the bank on to the property owner making the payment.  You can call the office with your 
card info (aŌer which it is shredded) or drop by with your card.  

The signs of Fall are here:  a nip in the air, open schools, and school buses on the roads.  Please re-
spect stopped school buses and watch for children on our streets. 

Our Fall Community Clean Up Day has not yet been scheduled due to changes in the cost of delivery 
of the trash bins.  We are in the process of discussing this with the County, and Mike Hart has stepped in to 
help resolve the issue.  Please keep an eye out for updates via email (TentaƟve date - October 19th).  Those 
of us who oversee the bins always set lightly used items to the side of the bin on cleanup day, and there 
have been many people who’ve walked away with a treasure. The Drum Point Neighborhood Lusby and 
community Facebook pages are other opƟons to adverƟse items which you may no longer need but that 
have not yet outlived their usefulness.  As they say, one man’s junk… 

BeauƟful Fall aŌernoons and days invite us to go for walks including along the water.  When access-
ing and walking along the water, please take care not to trespass on other people's property.  The beaches 
in front of people's homes are not public recreaƟon areas.  Also, we have had instances of people creaƟng 
their own access points, including cuƫng vegetaƟon in the CriƟcal Area of the Bay without owner permis-
sion or government permits.  That is both trespassing and illegal.  If you have quesƟons regarding access 
points, please come to the office for informaƟon. 

This year’s paving will likely have been finished by the Ɵme this newsleƩer is delivered.  The primary 
focus was on streets off of Barreda Boulevard as well as a few streets in need in other areas.  We conƟnue 
to address storm water runoff and management issues.  All of these improvements are funded through the 
Special Tax District and Covenants accounts. 

I know it sounds silly to say, but Winter is coming, and we all should prepare.  We have been lucky 
the past couple of years, but this could be the year that measurable snow falls.  We'll make sure that the 
roads are plowed, but you should prep your houses, driveways and cars.  But let's not pray for snow. 

Finally, we have a wonderful property owner who has taken it upon herself to keep our community 
beauƟful by picking up trash along Barreda Boulevard.  On behalf of the community, thank you!  While oth-
ers of us might not be inspired to go pick up trash, all of us should be careful to not let trash escape onto 
our streets. 

 
Tony 



3 

 

Phragmites 
 
Phragmites is an invasive version of a na-

Ɵve plant which is believed to have originated in 
Europe and that probably arrived in the US in 
ships’ ballasts during the 18th and 19th centuries.  
It is an aggressive grower, spreading by deep un-
derground rhizomes, wind-borne tassel seeds, and 
stolons.  If leŌ unchecked, it can grow to be 13 or 
more feet tall.  It flourishes in full sun and spreads 
into wetlands, destroying the habitat of flora and 
fauna.  The State of Maryland has been dealing 
with the problem for many years in coastal areas.  

DPPOA began a five-year eradicaƟon pro-
gram in 2017 with a state-approved phragmites 
expert who used chemicals specially formulated 
for wetlands use.  Our permit is covered under an 
MDE agreement with the EPA.   

The plants are sprayed over a several-week 
period in the autumn based on weather condi-
Ɵons.  While it is best to let the dead canes fall 
over, we can cut dead canes at ground level aŌer 
six or more weeks for aestheƟc reasons.  It typical-
ly takes about five years of treatment to achieve 
control.  Each year the treatment kills a large per-
centage of the growth.  But some regrowth will 
occur, and you can never eradicate it totally, so 
spot treatment will be necessary in outlying years.  

While some homeowners with phragmites 
on their property are tempted to dig up the 
plants, this is the worst thing a homeowner can 
do.  Over Ɵme the plant has deposited dormant 
underground seeds and rhyzomes that become 
acƟve when the root system is disturbed. 

These photos show mature phragmites, a 
decepƟvely aƩracƟve flowering reed: 

Drum Point 
Environmental Page 

Ivy League 
 
The Drum Point Ivy League was started in 

the Fall of 2021 in an effort to safeguard the health 
of our trees.  Since then, volunteers have removed 
invasive ivy from hundreds of trees in Drum Point.  
We meet the second Saturday in the cooler months 
of November through March from 10 a.m. unƟl 
noon.  Volunteers can aƩend the enƟre session or 
any porƟon thereof.  

In our last session, held in March 
2023, three volunteers were able to remove Ivy 
from 61 trees from a lot on Elkins Lane and River 
View Drive. (Just think what we could accomplish 
with more volunteers!).  Please put the following 
future Ivy League dates on your calendar and come 
out to help us save more trees:  November 9, 
2024, December 14, 2024, January 11, 
2025, February 8, 2025, and March 8, 2025.  

Below are pictures taken of a lot before our 
Ivy League Session in March 2023 and pictures of 
the same lot taken a few months aŌer our session.  
You can see where the Ivy we clipped has died back 
and is no longer threatening these trees.  

Above 
Before Ivy League Session 

Photo to the Right 
AŌer Ivy  League Session 
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General Membership Meeting 

  All meetings will be conducted ac-
cording to Maryland Code, Corporations and 
Associations, Title 5, Sub Title 2, section (§) 5-
206.].which states, If the number of members 
present at a meeting does not meet the re-
quirements of a quorum, those present may 
call another meeting to meet quorum re-
quirements. At the additional meeting, the 
members present in person constitute a quor-
um.* 

*Per the DPPOA Attorney - Any and all business of 
the Association can be discussed at the meeting. 

 

 

General Membership Meeting 

Agenda 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 24th 

Drum Point Club 

Call to Order 
President’s Remarks 

 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Unfinished Business 
 

New Business 
Public Comments 

 

Adjournment 

Drum Point Property Owners’ Association 
401 Lake Drive 
Lusby, MD  20657 
410-326-6148 
www.dppoa.org      office@dppoa.org 
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