
Illini Wrestling Battles No. 1 Penn State on Senior Day, Byrd and Luffman Shine


CHAMPAIGN, IL. -  Huff Hall was electric Sunday as Illinois wrestling honored its seniors in 
their final home dual of the season. Taking on No. 1 Penn State was no small task, and despite a 
hard-fought effort, the Fighting Illini fell 29-9.


The day was about more than just the score, though. Seniors Lucas Byrd and Luke Luffman 
capped off their home careers with big wins, and Jason Kraisser found himself in the middle of 
an overturned call that had the crowd fired up.


Byrd wasted no time making a statement at 133 pounds, controlling his match against PSU's 
Braeden Davis from the start. With sharp attacks and airtight defense, Byrd rolled to a 7-1 
decision, much to the home crowd's delight.


Luffman, competing at heavyweight, faced PSU's Cole Mirasola. Luffman led the whole match, 
which couldn't have ended the day better, pulling off a 4-0 decision in a thrilling finish.


One of the most talked-about moments of the dual came at 157 pounds, where Kraisser squared 
off against PSU's Joe Sealey. Initially, the match appeared to go in Sealey's favor, but after an 
official review, Sealey's last-second takedown was overturned, awarding Kraisser the 2-1 
victory. The decision sent a buzz through Huff Hall.


Though the Illini couldn't take down the nation's top-ranked team, they walked away with key 
individual wins and momentum heading into the postseason. With the Big Ten Championships 
set for March 8-9 in Evanston, the team is focused on making the most of their opportunities.

"We've been tested all season and learned from every match," said Byrd. "It's about putting it all 
together at the right time. Big Tens, NCAAs—that's what we train for."


For the seniors, this dual was a chance to reflect on years of hard work and dedication. Although 
the team's results may not have gone their way, their grit and leadership were on full display, 
leaving a lasting mark on the program.


With one chapter closing, another begins. The Illini will now set their sights on the postseason, 
ready to prove they belong among the nation's best.



