2025 Australian Federal Election

Analysis for Hindu Community, Business, and India Relations

Australia—India Relations

Labor Party (ALP)

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has actively engaged with India, attending the
Australia-India Annual Leaders' Summit in March 2023 and hosting Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Sydney in May 2023.

The ALP government implemented the Australia-India Economic Cooperation and
Trade Agreement (AI-ECTA) in December 2022, enhancing trade and investment
between the two nations.

Coalition (Liberal-National)

The Coalition has historically supported strong ties with India, but recent campaigns
have focused more on domestic issues.

While not opposing AI-ECTA, the Coalition emphasizes broader Indo-Pacific security
and economic strategies.

Assessment: The Labor Party has demonstrated a proactive approach to strengthen
Australia-India relations through high-level engagements and trade agreements.

B Business and Economic Policies

Labor Party (ALP):

Proposes $78 million to expedite qualifications for 6,000 tradespeople, addressing
workforce shortages.

Aims to triple incentives for doctors to bulk-bill, investing $8.5 billion into Medicare.
Supports clean energy investments and infrastructure development, potentially
benefiting related industries.

Coalition (Liberal-National):

Plans to repeal electric vehicle tax breaks, projecting a $3 billion saving.

Pledges to increase defense spending to 3% of GDP, focusing on national security
industries.

Advocates for tax cuts and incentives to stimulate business growth.

Assessment: The Coalition's policies may favor traditional business sectors through tax
incentives, while Labor's investments in healthcare and infrastructure could benefit businesses.
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Hindu Community and Religious Freedoms

Labor Party (ALP)

e Proposed funding for Hindu, Tamil, Jain, and Sikh community centers, which received
mixed reactions from the Indian diaspora.

e Faced challenges passing a religious discrimination bill, raising concerns about the
protection of religious freedoms under a potential minority government influenced by
the Greens.

Coalition (Liberal-National)

e Supports maintaining religious exemptions in anti-discrimination laws, aligning with
various faith-based institutions' interests.

e Emphasizes the protection of religious freedoms, which may resonate with Hindu
communities concerned about religious rights.

Assessment: The Coalition appears more aligned with preserving religious freedoms, which
could be a priority for Hindu communities.

Summary Table

Priority Labor Party (ALP) Coalition (Liberal-National)
Australia-India Relations Strong Engagement I. Less Emphasis
Busllrlless and Economic 1. Sector-Specific Broad Tax Incentives
Policies Investments
Hindu C ity &

incu Lommunity 1. Mixed Record Supportive Stance

Religious Freedoms

Conclusion

If your primary concern is enhancing Australia-India relations, the Labor Party has shown
strong engagement. For business-friendly policies and the protection of religious freedoms,
the Coalition's platform may be more aligned with your interests. But voting for Greens is
going to hurt both the Hindu community and India-Australian interests.
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