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Growing Membership Through Service 
Bruce Berger – District Governor  

 
The Importance of Reporting Service 
By District Governor Bruce Berger 
 
Every act of service tells a story. Every life we touch makes a 
difference. Let’s make sure the world knows what the Lions 
of District 26 M7 are doing in the heart of Missouri! 
Across our district, Lions are making a meaningful difference 
every day—meeting community needs, helping those facing 
challenges, and bringing hope to people who need it most. These 

acts of service are at the heart of who we are as Lions. But to truly share our impact, we need to 
make sure our service is reported and counted.  
That’s why one of our district goals for the 2026–2027 Lions year is to have at least 75% of 
our clubs report their service activities in the Lions Portal. Reporting our service helps tell 
the story of what we accomplish together and demonstrates the difference Lions make in our 
communities. 
 
Resources to Help Your Club Report Service 
To help your club get started, the following resources provide guidance and information: 

 How to Report Service in the Lions Portal: View the service reporting guide to learn 
what information is needed to report your club’s service activities. 

 Why Reporting Service Matters: Visit the Lions International service reporting 
resource to learn more about the importance of reporting service and sharing the impact 
of our work. 



 
Help Is Available! 
If your club needs assistance with service reporting, help is available. Our district has an 
administrator who is ready and willing to help your club enter its service information into the 
Lions Portal. 
Please contact Lion Dakota Jones for assistance: 

 Email: dakota.jones2251@gmail.com 
 Phone or text: 573-418-5654 

Lion Dakota is ready to help your club make service reporting easier and ensure your activities 
are recorded. 
 
Let’s Show the World Who We Are! 
Every club has a story worth sharing, and every service project contributes to the difference 
Lions make in our communities. By reporting our service, we celebrate our accomplishments, 
demonstrate our collective impact, and show others what it means to be a Lion. 
 
Thank you for all you do to serve your communities and make a difference! 
 
 
 
 

26M7 First Vice District Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion April Underwood 
Bloom Together – Grow Through Service. 
573-353-7943 

                                       

 
 



 
 



 



Lions and Special Olympics: 25 Years of Partnership  

DG Bruce Berger 

Did you know that Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF) and Special Olympics 
have been partners since 2001? For 25 years, 
this partnership has supported health, 
inclusion, and athletic opportunities for 
people with intellectual disabilities. 

The partnership began with the Opening Eyes program. Since then, LCIF has awarded more 
than US$28 million to Special Olympics to support programs including Opening Eyes, Family 
Health Forums, Healthy Hearing, Special Smiles, and inclusive sports. 

Lions and Leos contribute to this work by volunteering at events and supporting athletes. Leos 
also participate as partners in Unified Sports, helping promote teamwork, friendship, and 
inclusion. 

Special Olympics in District M7 

District M7 has a special connection to this partnership, as Jefferson City is home to the state 
headquarters of Special Olympics Missouri and their Training for Life Campus. District Lions 
have supported the Opening Eyes program, and the Wardsville Lions Club regularly volunteers 
at the annual bocce ball tournament. 

These efforts demonstrate how Lions can make a meaningful difference in their communities by 
supporting athletes and promoting opportunities for everyone to participate. 

Get Involved 

Clubs and individual Lions looking for volunteer opportunities are encouraged to consider 
supporting Special Olympics Missouri. Helping at competitions is a great way to serve athletes, 
strengthen community connections, and put the Lions’ commitment to service and inclusion 
into action. 

To learn more about upcoming competitions and volunteer opportunities, visit: 

Special Olympics Missouri: https://somo.org/competitions/ 

Through partnerships like this, Lions continue to build stronger, more inclusive communities 
through service. 

 



 



CAPITAL LIONS 

 

 
 
Jefferson City Capital Lions Club 
Hand-Made Playing Card Holders 
$8 each 
 
 
All Proceeds help us support these local 
causes: 

 Cole Co. Residential Services Dances 
 The Central Missouri  
 Foster Care & Adoption Association 
 The Sneaker Project 
 Cole County Senior Nutrition Council 
 HALO Home of Jefferson City 
 Rape & Abuse Crisis Service 
 Samaritan Center 
 Boys & Girls Club of Jefferson City 
 Jefferson City Salvation Army  
 Lions Clubs International Foundation (helps with natural disasters, such as Joplin and 

Jefferson City tornados) 



 
The JC Capital Lions had a bench made through MVE to donate to the Primrose Retirement 
Community. 
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JEFFERSON CITY HOST 
Fall 2026 – Holiday Cash Raffle. 
February 3, 2027 – Ham & Bean and Chili Day. 
May 21, 2027 – Dusty Deskins Peanut Day  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jefferson City Host Peace Poster winner for 2026 was  created by Elizabeth Doolittle, a sixth 
grader at Saint Joseph Cathedral School.  This year’s theme was Harmony in Humanity.  



WANTED 

“Knights of the Blind in this crusade 
against darkness” 
Lion Janice Bonnot 

 

The JC Host Lions KidSight Vision Screening Team 
has expanded our screening locations to outside 
of Cole County.  This was done at the request of 
KidSight.  We have traveled to Versailles, Osage 
Beach, Eldon, Ashland, Stover, Holts Summit and 
New Bloomfield. Our screening team consists of 
11 members.  We use two SPOT cameras at the 
school screenings and we have five volunteers work at each screening.   

During the fall screening schedule, we usually have 
2-3 screenings a week.  This year we have had a 
difficult time getting volunteers and had to 
reschedule some.  Fortunately, we were able to 
add two more volunteers; Lions Pat Mills and Darin 
Hackmann.  We have also reached out to other 
Lions clubs in our district to become KidSight 

volunteers, and Lion Twyla Limbach from Eldon 
has answered the call.   But, we can use more 
help, especially from clubs in the communities 
we serve outside of Jefferson City. 

To become a KidSight volunteer, please 
complete and submit a volunteer application 
at https://kid-sight.org/kidsight-volunteer-
application/. After KidSight approves the 



application, the you will need to watch a training video set up by KidSight. Once this is done, you will 
be an official KidSight volunteer.  

Volunteers from other clubs could assist at the vision screenings in their area. Mainly, they would be 
used to read the student's name from a class roster and work with the technician when the camera 
shows a referral.  If we could get a couple volunteers to assist at a screening, we would only need 3 
volunteers from the Host Lions team.   

The KidSight vision program gets better 
every year, their staff is constantly getting 
grants to help kids get free eye 
exams/eyeglasses. Last year they 
partnered with Focus on Family 
Eyecare.  This organization brings their 
mobile eye clinic to a school that recently 
completed a KidSight vision screening. The 
kids that were referred at the KidSight 
screening, will have their eyesight tested 
by an ophthalmologist.   

If it is determined that the child needs 
eyeglasses, the child gets to pick out 
frames for two free pairs of 
eyeglasses. The only thing the parent 
needs to do is complete a consent form for 
the child to be tested by an 

ophthalmologist.  This is a fantastic program, in that it doesn't cost the parents any money or time 
away from the work and the child will have better vision to do well in school and play.  When the child 
receives the two pairs of eyeglasses, one pair remains at school and the other pair is for use at home.  

KidSight has also partnered with 
another company to get free 
eyeglasses for kids with broken or lost 
eyeglasses.  The parent completes an 
application for this program to be 
eligible for free eyeglasses. Another 
winning program. 

  

 

Nurse Donna at North Elementary receiving Kidsight 
screening results  
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FULTON 
It’s Lions Clubs  International week of service for vision. The Fulton branch of the Auxvasse, 
Missouri Lions Club is doing its part. The group, including potential members, helped  to sort, 
clean, and read the lenses of glasses to be used on mission trips, both internationally and within 
the state.  

Stopping by were Lions Gary and Alberta Zumwalt, who work to keep the facility running 
smoothly.   

Today was also an occasion to celebrate 10 years of service for Lion Susan Colvin from the 
Fulton branch club. Even after the old club folded, Lion  Susan continued to collect eyeglasses 
to make life better for those in need.  

Even though this is designated as a vision week of service, lions are involved every day in 
improving the lives of those who need vision care. 
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JEFFERSON CITY EVENING 



CHAMOIS 
The Chamois Lions Club met for their regular 
monthly meeting on Monday evening, October 12, 
2026 at the Chamois Community Center.  Fifteen 
Lions and three visitors were present for the dinner 
and business meeting.  Visitors included Misty 
Hilkerbaumer, Elise Brochu, and City of Chamois 
Mayor Shawn Mitchem.   

Prior to the dinner, Lion President Jason Hilkerbaumer 
led the Chamois Lions in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
offered the table prayer.    The Ladies of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church served a delicious breakfast meal of 
egg casserole, biscuits and gravy, French toast, fruit, 
cinnamon rolls, and coffee cake.  

Lion President Hilkerbaumer presided at the business 
meeting and requested that the meeting agenda be 
approved.  The Chamois Lions voted to approve the 
agenda.    Copies of the minutes of the September 14, 2026 meeting had previously been distributed 
electronically by Lion Secretary Beth Sieg and paper copies were available for those Lions who prefer paper.   
The Chamois Lions voted to approve the minutes.   Lion Treasurer Nelson Sieg presented the financial report 
for the Chamois Lions general account and Lion Building Co-Chairperson Randy Thoenen presented the 
Community Center financial report.  The Chamois Lions voted to approve both financial reports. 

Lion Building Co-Chairperson Dale Hackmann reported that the Community Center storeroom has been 
cleaned and the contents better organized.  Some mold was found on chairs and tables and these items were 
cleaned.                                                                

Lion President Hilkerbaumer called on Chamois Lions Club liaisons to other Chamois and Morrison civic 
groups for reports on the activities of those groups.    Lion Susan Sundermeyer, who is a board member of the 
Chamois Historic Preservation Commission (CHPC), reported that the CHPC had a most successful Chamois 
Day with excellent ice cream sales.   Lions Steve Duncan and Susan Sundermeyer, who are members of the 
Friends of Chamois Cemeteries (FCC), shared a detailed report on activities of FCC.  FCC hosted a very 
successful Cemetery Walk on October 3, 2026 with six families featured.   Maintenance efforts continue with 
additional brush clearing and wood chipping by Derby Tree Service and the use of ground penetrating radar by 
the contractor Know What’s Below to locate unmarked graves.  To date, 319 unmarked graves and one mass 
grave have been identified in the Black Cemetery and 31 unmarked graves located in the Stonner Cemetery 
with unmarked graves previously located in the Chamois Cemetery and the Oakland Cemetery.  In addition to 
cemetery maintenance projects, several improvements have been made to the cemeteries.  A new black wrought 
iron fence and arch have been installed at the City/Oakland/Black Cemeteries, new landscaping installed at the 
entrances to the Stonner Cemetery and the City/Oakland/Black Cemeteries, and new signage installed that 
identify the entrances into the City/Oakland/Black Cemeteries with brief histories documented on the signs.  
There is a need for additional donations and fundraisers to continue cemetery maintenance efforts.   Mayor 
Shawn Mitchem reported on City of Chamois activities.  Mayor Mitchem with assistance from Lions Dale and 
Lana Hackmann and Steve Duncan cleaned and painted the interior of the concession stand at the City Park 
ballfield.  The concession stand was used during Chamois Day and a profit of $265.00 was generated for the 
Park Fund.    Lion Sean Hackmann, who is a member of the Chamois Fire Department, reported that the Fire 



Department was heavily involved in Chamois Day activities to include a Fire Department battle with the 
Morrison Fire Department and the operation of a food stand at the City Firehouse that served smoked pork loins 
and wings and pork rinds.   Proceeds from the concession stand will be used for equipment.  In addition to 
Chamois Day activities, the Fire Department responded to five calls in the previous month, placed in service a 
new First Responder truck, and continued with training for firefighters.  Lions Sundermeyer and Duncan, who 
are members of the Osage County Agritourism Council, reported on upcoming events to include the Christmas 
Church/Cookie Tour on December 11, 2026 and the Farm Expo on March 20, 2027.  

Six items of old business, special project updates, and ad hoc committee reports were addressed.    

Some discussion focused on four projects within the Chamois City Park and the Community Center.   There is a 
need for ballpark fence repairs, repairs to the shed door, and the removal of the batting cage.  Lion Randy 
Thoenen will lead efforts to assess what materials and labor are needed and then schedule a work-day in the 
Fall.  Second, Lion Susan Sundermeyer is in the process of completing a Floodplain Development Permit 
Application in an effort to pursue repairs and enhancements to the Old Bandstand.   Third, now that the wall 
behind the stage in the Community Center has been painted, there is a need to hang the new 65-inch TCL 
television.   Lion Treasurer Nelson Sieg volunteered to hang the TV.  This TV could be used by renters to 
stream programs such as the Super Bowl or to show family or group videos and photographs and thus make the 
Community Center a more attractive venue for potential renters.   Finally, as reported by Lions Building Co-
Chairpersons Hackmann and Thoenen, there is still a need to monitor Community Center roof leaks and take 
further corrective action if needed.  

Brief discussion focused on the CIDC’s “Back-to-School Supplies” Program.  Lion Susan Sundermeyer 
reported that this project is complete with approximately $1,000.00 in donations  received and the proceeds 
used to buy school supplies for students at Osage County R-1 School. 

To conclude the reports on special projects and old business, Lion Sean Hackmann provided some follow-up 
information on Chamois Day.  The Community in Action (CIA) group under the leadership of Rhonda Mitchem 
has met and reviewed the finances and the various activities and consider the day a huge success.  There seemed 
to be adequate volunteer help with the various activities, the raffle was a success, and considering the hot 
weather the crowd was good.  One suggestion for next year is the possible addition of a two-day softball 
tournament that would bring additional visitors to town and would offer another activity at the City Park. 

Four items of new business were introduced and discussed. 

Lion Mark Mehmert proposed an upgrade to the security camera system in use at the Community Center and 
City Park.  A six-camera security system that is solar-powered and that works with the current Internet service 
in use in the Community Center would provide much better overall security and is very affordable.  Following 
much discussion, the Chamois Lions voted to purchase the new cameras for the City Park and to retain the hard-
wired cameras that are inside the Community Center.  Lion Mehmert will order the cameras. 

Lion President Hilkerbaumer and City of Chamois Mayor Mitchem reported on an issue with the Community 
Center dumpster.  This dumpster is a private dumpster for use by Community Center renters, but unauthorized 
individuals have been using the dumpster to get rid of appliances, building materials, and trash.  Several 
preventative actions were discussed.  A security camera could be focused on the dumpster, additional signage 
warning that the dumpster is private property could be posted, and lockable dumpsters are available.  Consensus 
of the Chamois Lions was to investigate the costs of using a lockable dumpster and only renters of the 
Community Center would be given a key for use during their event. 

As a follow-up to the Community Center maintenance issue of mold, some discussion focused on the possible 
need for a dehumidifier.  Lion Mark Mehmert suggested the use of 9,000 BTU mini-split which could work 
much better than a dehumidifier.   Further research into this issue and possible solution will be performed. 



To conclude new business items, Elise Brochu presented a request to use the Community Center on December 
3, 2026 for a town hall meeting held by the newly-formed Tri-County Coalition for Suicide Prevention.  Ms. 
Brochu and Denise Nolte are members of this organization.  Suicide is much too common and is an issue that 
needs to be addressed.  The group plans to hold informational meetings in six Osage County communities with 
Chamois being one of those communities.  The Chamois Lions voted unanimously to allow use of the 
Community Center for this most important meeting. 

Following the discussion on new business items, Lion Secretary Beth Sieg reported that there was no 
correspondence to share.  Lion Steve Duncan shared three announcements.  Lions District 26-M7 will hold a 
Cabinet meeting on October 31, 2026 at the Rocky Mount Lions Club.  Breakfast will be served at 8:30 a.m. 
with the meeting at 9:00 a.m.   The meeting will conclude before 12:00 noon and attendees are then invited to 
tour Wonderland Camp.  There will be a Community Health Fair at the Osage County R-1 School on Thursday, 
November 5, 2026 from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.   There will be a variety of local resources and services to 
support your health, wellness, and family’s well-being.  Finally, Lions District 26-M7 will hold Lions Club 
officer training at the Holts Summit Lions Club on Saturday, November 21, 2026 beginning at 9:00 a.m.    

October birthday wishes were extended to Lions Beth Sieg, Jeff Kormann, Jason Hilkerbaumer, Becca 
Mehmert, and Dawna Keilholz.  Prayer concerns were expressed for several community members to include 
Lions Connie Smith and Pamela Kormann.   

To conclude the meeting on a humorous note, Lion Steve Duncan shared several jokes on marriage tips to 
include “Beware of a new Amazon scam.  My husband ordered me some expensive jewelry, but motorcycle 
parts came instead.  Thankfully, they fit his bike.” and “Always make sure that someone in a relationship has 
good credit.  That is why its called significant other.”   

The next meeting of the Chamois Lions Club will be on Monday, November 9, 2026 at the Chamois 
Community Center.  Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting at 7:00 p.m.   

 



HOW ME LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING 
The Show Me Lions Eyeglass Recycling Facility is located at 710 Sandstone in Cedar City / 
North Jefferson City, Missouri.  Your group can help sort eyeglasses.  To volunteer at the 
building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 314-304-5054 or email donsoph@hotmail.com or Lou 
Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or email balloonsisters@aol.com. 
Lohman Lions Alberta and Gary Zumwalt are in charge of filling orders for recycled eyeglasses 
for mission trips.  If anyone wants to contact them to help with this task, their phone number is 
573-782-3560.  Also, if anyone knows of a mission group that wants recycled eyeglasses, they 
can submit an email request to: showmelionseyeglassrecycling@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL REQUEST:  We are in need of more volunteers to come to the building to work on 
eyeglasses - sorting, washing and reading, in order to be able to provide glasses to 
those that need them.  Mission trips have increased and we need volunteers to be 
able to have glasses ready for distribution.  If you cannot volunteer to work at the 
building but do collect glasses, you can still help.  Glasses can be sorted by:  
readers, adult prescription, kids prescription, adult sunglasses and kids sunglasses.  
It would also help if the glasses were taken out of the cases, since we have no 
source for cases.  All broken, scratched and parts-missing glasses can be separated 

and labeled as scrap which can be used to get 
money to use for shipping out the glasses for 
mission trips.  All of this would help 
immensely.  Thank you! – Alberta To volunteer 
at the building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 
314-304-5054  or email donsoph@hotmail.com 
or Lou Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or 
email balloonsisters@aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


