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Growing Membership Through Service 
Bruce Berger – District Governor  

 
Learning, Leadership and Lions at the USA/Canada Forum 
 
Several Lions from our district had the opportunity to attend the 
50th USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Memphis, 
Tennessee, September 5–7. 
 
As the name suggests, leadership is at the heart of the Forum. 
Throughout the three-day event, Lions attended seminars offering 
practical ideas and valuable information on how to strengthen our 

clubs and our organization. We also heard inspiring stories from fellow Lions and others who 
have faced—and overcome—the many challenges life can bring. 
 
This year’s seminars covered a wide range of topics, including revitalizing clubs, starting Leo 
clubs, dealing with resistance to change, and many other issues facing Lions today. More than 
2,000 Lions attended the Forum, making it a great opportunity to learn, share ideas, and build 
new relationships. 
 
One of the most valuable aspects of the Forum is the 
opportunity to meet Lions from across the United 
States and Canada, as well as other parts of the world. 
As we talk with one another, we quickly discover that 
many of us face the same challenges: aging clubs, 
attracting and retaining new members, and finding 
ways to organize and sustain new clubs. 
 
Sharing our experiences with fellow Lions and 
learning from the many seminars can provide new 
ideas and fresh perspectives. Just as importantly, it 
reminds us that we are not facing these challenges 
alone. By learning from one another, we can become 
stronger Lions and better leaders. 
 
If you have never attended a USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum—or even if you have attended one 
before—I encourage you to consider going. You’ll 
come home with new ideas, new friends, and renewed 
enthusiasm for serving your club and community. 
The next USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum will 
be held in Huntsville, Alabama, September 16–18, 
2027. 



CAMDEN COUNTY 
The Camden County Lions have had a busy summer serving, volunteering and supporting our 
community. 

Last month, a LOT of work went into our Putt for Purpose event — and we’re grateful to 
everyone who helped make it happen. 

Over the summer, our Lions have also volunteered at the Shootout, spent time helping at 
Wonderland Camp, and pitched in with other projects and needs throughout our community. 

And now we’re getting ready for our fall and winter service projects, including: 

 Our annual food drive supporting local food banks 
 Salvation Army bell ringing 
 Wreaths Across America 
 Continuing our Lions service throughout the community. 

We Serve.  

 

 

 



JAMESTOWN 

 
 

HERMANN 
Hermann Lion Jim Meier and Lion DeAnn Els, working at the eyeglass recycling center. Lion 
Jim is modeling one of the more interesting pairs of glasses. 
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OWENSVILLE 
The Owensville Lions Club 
will hold its annual golf 
tournament on October 10, 
2026, at the 
Owensville Golf Course.   
 
The club is hoping to have a 
Ladies Flight with a 3-
Ladies teams. 
 
Prizes galore, unique gifts 
not seen in any other 
tournaments, a swagger bag, 
food and drinks 
delivered.  Of course, there 
will be mixed flights if 
Ladies prefer to play with 
their spouse in a 
three person scramble.   
 
For the attractive registration 
fee of $165.00, this is the 
best tournament you will 
ever play in for the money 
and the amenities. 



JEFFERSON CITY HOST 
Fall 2026 – Holiday Cash Raffle. 
February 3, 2027 – Ham & Bean and Chili Day. 
May 21, 2027 – Dusty Deskins Peanut Day  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELDON 
PDG Lion Ed Bierbower and 
Lion Linda work the Eldon 
Mustang football game for 
donations to help LCIF stamp 
out childhood cancer. 

 

 

 

 
 

Eldon FFA leader Collen Abbott is shown with Allison Bax, Natali Dunn, Ryleigh Holland and 
Edmund Kaibel as they present a video of their recent trip to Washington DC, the Eldon Lions 
help sponsor the trip. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RUSSELLVILLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Big things are happening at the Russellville Lions club, we got our poles in the ground, for lights on the small ball field 
(they may not get installed till early spring), then we got a grant from Community Point Bank to purchase culvert to close 
in the drainage ditch between the 2 ball fields (kids love playing in this ditch but it has become a hazard) and we will 
start working on culvert this weekend (once the culverts are in, we will be looking for playground equipment, to install 
over top of culvert once ground is leveled out) and we started building the Granny's Haunted Shack for October and 
Halloween.   

If you see our Lions Club members looking tired and worn this is why, but in the long run our park will be so much nicer 
to come visit and play. (hint if you have any really good shape playground stuff you would like to donate we will try to 
utilize it) we are also looking for volunteers to help work the Haunted Shack if interested message us and we will get you 
set up (you don't have to come every weekend any free weekend day will be fine). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BRAZITO-HONEY CREEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW BLOOMFIELD 
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CHAMOIS 
The Chamois Lions Club met for their regular 
monthly meeting on Monday evening, September 14, 
2026 at the Chamois Community Center.  Eighteen 
Lions and three visitors were present for the dinner 
and business meeting.  Visitors included Misty 
Hilkerbaumer and two distinguished Lions District 26-
M7 officers, First Vice District Governor Lion April 
Underwood and Second Vice District Governor Lion 
Robb Young.   

Prior to the dinner, Lion President Jason Hilkerbaumer 
led the Chamois Lions in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
offered the table prayer.    The Ladies of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church served a delicious dinner of 
homemade chicken noodle soup, biscuits, corn, slaw, 
veggie tray, sliced tomatoes, fresh fruit, and chocolate 
cake and coconut white cake for dessert.  

Prior to the start of the business meeting, Lion Tail Twister Susan Sundermeyer lead the Lions in a cheer “Hip 
Hip Hurray, Hip Hip Hurray, Saturday is Chamois Day!”  Lion President Hilkerbaumer then introduced First 
Vice District Governor (1st VDG) Lion April Underwood and Second Vice District Governor (2nd VDG) Lion 
Robb Young.  1st VDG Lion Underwood presented three Lions Clubs International (LCI) Chevron Awards for 
years of service as a Lion.  Lions recognized were Lion Lana Hackmann for 30 years of service, Lion Susan 
Sundermeyer for 25 years of service, and Lion Dawna Keilholz for 10 years of service.   1st VDG Lion 
Underwood shared remarks to include reporting on her attendance at the USA/Canada Forum and Missouri’s 
status as number one in membership growth in LCI’s Area One, stressed the need for all Lions Clubs to recruit 
new members and retain existing members, and answered questions in regards to the LCI dues structure. 

Lion President Hilkerbaumer presided at the business meeting and requested that the meeting agenda be 
approved.  The Chamois Lions voted to approve the agenda.    Copies of the minutes of the August 10, 2026 
meeting had previously been distributed electronically by Lion Secretary Beth Sieg and paper copies were 
available for those Lions who prefer paper.   The Chamois Lions voted to approve the minutes.   Lion Treasurer 
Nelson Sieg presented the financial report for the Chamois Lions general account and Lion Building Co-
Chairperson Randy Thoenen  presented the Community Center financial report.  The Chamois Lions voted to 
approve both financial reports. 

Lion Building Co-Chairperson Dale Hackmann reported that Woodman Engineering had installed a new 
thermostat for one of the four air conditioner units in the building.  Lion Hackmann also reported that three of 
the four air conditioning units are 32 years old.  Lion Building Co-Chairperson Randy Thoenen plans to have a 
work-day to check the south side of the roof and tighten any loose screws there.   To further seal the screws, 
Lion Dale Hackmann again suggested daubing flex steel on the screw heads.                                                                     

Lion President Hilkerbaumer called on Chamois Lions Club liaisons to other Chamois and Morrison civic 
groups for reports on the activities of those groups.     Lion Jeff Kormann, who is President of the Chamois 
Industrial Development Corporation (CIDC), reported that the CIDC has finalized a Business & Services 
Directory with this directory to be available at Chamois Day. The CIDC will meet next on Thursday, September 
24, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Chamois United Methodist Church.   Lion Susan Sundermeyer, who is a board 
member of the Chamois Historic Preservation Commission (CHPC), reported that the CHPC is finalizing plans 



for Chamois Day and will again have the Townley House open, will serve honey ice cream, will feature as 
entertainment the Rost Family Singers, will display 24 Memorial American flags in celebration of the 250 th 
anniversary of the United States, and will have for sale three books.  The books include the “History of 
Chamois” by George Kishmar, “Farmhouses Before the Great Flood of 1993” by Susan Sundermeyer, and a 
new Susan Sundermeyer book “A Great Memorial Day/Jerry Berry Day Service”.   Lion Meghan Birmingham, 
who is the City Clerk, reported on City of Chamois activities.  The Chamois city-wide clean-up day held on 
Saturday, September 12, 2026 was a huge success with volunteers from the Chamois Community in Action 
(CIA) group, the Chamois Lions Club, and other volunteer families and individuals involved in picking up 
trash, cleaning streets, washing windows on downtown buildings, and cutting weeds and brush in landscape 
areas along Main Street.   Lion Birmingham requested assistance from volunteers who have carpenter skills to 
cut into the wall in the City Park concession stand in order to install an air conditioner.   Lion Sean Hackmann, 
who is a member of the Chamois Fire Department, reported that the Fire Department will be heavily involved in 
Chamois Day activities to include a Fire Department battle with the Morrison Fire Department, the operation of 
a food stand at the City Park that will serve smoked pork loins and wings and pork rinds, a rubber duck race, 
and an open house at the fire house that will have a display of the names of all former Fire Department 
volunteers.  In addition to the Fire Department involvement, the Osage County Ambulance District will have an 
ambulance booth to take care of any medical emergencies.  Lions Kormann, Sundermeyer, and Steve Duncan, 
who are members of the Osage County Agritourism Council, reported on upcoming events to include the Farm-
to-Table Dinner on September 26, 2026, the Christmas Church/Cookie Tour on December 11, 2026, and the 
Farm Expo on March 20, 2027.  

Eight items of old business, special project updates, and ad hoc committee reports were addressed.    

Some discussion focused on five projects within the Chamois City Park and the Community Center.   There is a 
need for ballpark fence repairs, repairs to the shed door, and the removal of the batting cage.  Lion Randy 
Thoenen will lead efforts to assess what materials and labor are needed and then schedule a work-day in the 
Fall.  Second, Lion Susan Sundermeyer has met with the Chamois City Council to discuss the Old Bandstand 
restoration project and is awaiting a response to FEMA flood plain regulations questions and concerns about 
potential liability issues if there is increased youth activity in and around the Old Bandstand.  Third, with the 
need to better secure the Internet router located in the Community Center, the router has been moved to a 
storeroom and performance is being monitored to determine if a repeater is needed to boost the signal.   Fourth, 
now that the wall behind the stage in the Community Center has been painted, there is a need to hang the new 
65-inch TCL television.  This TV could be used by renters to stream programs such as the Super Bowl or to 
show family or group videos and photographs and thus make the Community Center a more attractive venue for 
potential renters.   Finally, as reported by Lions Building Co-Chairpersons Hackmann and Thoenen, there is still 
a need to monitor Community Center roof leaks and take further corrective action if needed.  

Lions Dawna Keilholz, Beth Sieg, and Nelson Sieg reported on the Chamois Lions Community Breakfast that 
was held on Saturday, August 22, 2026.    The breakfast was a great success with approximately 75 persons 
served and it was a great opportunity to share information about what a Lions Club is and what some of the LCI 
and local projects are.  The breakfast was also a great opportunity for Lions to work together on a project and to 
have fellowship with each other.  While the breakfast was free, a free-will offering was accepted as a donation 
with any proceeds used to help pay for the Community Center improvements of the big-screen TV and new 
tables and for any possible City Park improvements.  

The annual Chamois Day city-wide clean-up day that was held on Saturday, September 12, 2026 was again 
briefly reviewed.  Seven members of the Chamois Lions Club volunteered for this project.  Thanks were 
extended to CIA Chairperson Rhonda Mitchem for organizing the event and to all volunteers who participated.   



To conclude old business, discussion focused on the CIDC’s “Back-to-School Supplies” Program.  Lion Susan 
Sundermeyer reported that approximately $1,000.00 in donations was received with the proceeds used to buy 
school supplies for students at Osage County R-1 School. 

Two items of new business were introduced and discussed. 

Lion Randy Thoenen reported that the Community Center casualty insurance and liability insurance premiums 
are due.  Discussion focused on how best to access Chamois Lions Club accounts and structure transactions to 
pay the insurance premiums. 

Lion Thoenen next reported that it is that time of year when the Chamois Lions typically pre-buy propane for 
the upcoming Winter months.   Following some discussion, the Chamois Lions voted to pre-buy 500 gallons of 
propane. 

Following the discussion on new business items, Lion Secretary Beth Sieg reported that there was no 
correspondence to share.   

Three announcements were made.   There is still a need for many volunteers for Chamois Day, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 19, 2026.  This is a community-wide celebration that requires many 
volunteers for set-up, selling raffle tickets, working at the various activities, and clean-up at the end of the day.   
The Friends of Chamois Cemeteries will host a Cemetery Walk on Saturday, October 3, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. 
until 4:00 p.m. with six families to be featured.  Lions District 26-M7 will hold Lions Club officer training at 
the Holts Summit Lions Club on Saturday, November 21, 2026 beginning at 9:00 a.m.    

September birthday wishes were extended to Lions Nelson Sieg, David Weiser, and Dale Hackmann.  Prayer 
concerns were expressed for several community members to include Lion Connie Smith.   

To conclude the meeting on a humorous note, Lion Steve Duncan shared two jokes entitled “Guilty 
Conscience” and “Lost & Found” that were provided by Lion Duane Paulsmeyer.  Lion Duncan also offered 
some capsule sermons to include the thoughts that “A bank is a place that will loan you money if you can prove 
that you don’t need it” and “A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory”.    

The next meeting of the Chamois Lions Club will be on Monday, October 12, 2026 at the Chamois Community 
Center.  Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting at 7:00 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHOW ME LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING 
The Show Me Lions Eyeglass Recycling Facility is located at 710 Sandstone in Cedar City / 
North Jefferson City, Missouri.  Your group can help sort eyeglasses.  To volunteer at the 
building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 314-304-5054 or email donsoph@hotmail.com or Lou 
Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or email balloonsisters@aol.com. 
Lohman Lions Alberta and Gary Zumwalt are in charge of filling orders for recycled eyeglasses 
for mission trips.  If anyone wants to contact them to help with this task, their phone number is 
573-782-3560.  Also, if anyone knows of a mission group that wants recycled eyeglasses, they 
can submit an email request to: showmelionseyeglassrecycling@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL REQUEST:  We are in need of more volunteers to come to the building to work on 
eyeglasses - sorting, washing and reading, in order to be able to provide glasses to 
those that need them.  Mission trips have increased and we need volunteers to be 
able to have glasses ready for distribution.  If you cannot volunteer to work at the 
building but do collect glasses, you can still help.  Glasses can be sorted by:  
readers, adult prescription, kids prescription, adult sunglasses and kids sunglasses.  
It would also help if the glasses were taken out of the cases, since we have no 
source for cases.  All broken, scratched and parts-missing glasses can be separated 

and labeled as scrap which can be used to get 
money to use for shipping out the glasses for 
mission trips.  All of this would help 
immensely.  Thank you! – Alberta To volunteer 
at the building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 
314-304-5054  or email donsoph@hotmail.com 
or Lou Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or 
email balloonsisters@aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


