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New signs for the Show Me Lions Eyeglass Recycling Facility located at 710 
Sandstone in Cedar City / North Jefferson City, Missouri . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bruce Berger First Vice District 
Governor 

Club Officers for New Lions Year 

As we approach a new Lions year, clubs are in the process of 
electing their officers. It is essential that this information is 
entered into the Lions Portal so that club presidents, 
secretaries, and treasurers can be easily contacted. Please be 
sure to include accurate email addresses and phone numbers 
for each officer. Keeping this information up to date also 
allows us to create a comprehensive district directory. 

In today’s increasingly digital environment, much of Lions 
business is conducted online, including billing and the 

payment of dues to Lions Clubs International. Maintaining accurate information in the portal 
helps ensure these processes run smoothly and efficiently. 

If you need assistance entering your club’s information, our district administrator, Lion Dakota 
Jones, is available to help. She can be reached by email at: dakota.jones2251@gmail.com or by 
phone at 573-418-5654. 

Training for club officers will be held on Saturday June 13, 2026 from 9:00 AM at the Holts 
Summit Lions Club.  If you are interested in this training, please contact Lion Dakota, whose 
information is above.   

Bruce Berger 

District Governor Elect  

 

26M7 Second Vice District Governor 
 
District Update: Learning, Leadership & Service in Action 
 
The State Convention was a great time of learning and growth. As the 1st Vice 
District Governor Elect, I had the opportunity to attend leadership sessions 
that will help me prepare for the year ahead.   
 
I was also honored to be invited to speak alongside M4 District Governor 
Rachel Harper on new club development. Together, we shared not only how to 
start a new club, but also how to rebuild one that may be struggling. Lion 
Rachel highlighted the success of launching the Cameron Crossroads Lions 
Club, while I shared our journey of merging a branch club and rebuilding the Camdenton/Camden County Lions 
Club into a stronger, more engaged group. 
   



We were especially encouraged to have incoming International President Mark Lyon attend our session and 
show his support. He reminded us that we are a service organization, and that our focus must remain on service. 

 
I truly believe that if we focus on service, growth will follow. We 
must be intentional, visible, and actively serving our 
communities. At the same time, we need to be willing to 
compromise, welcome new ideas, and give new members a 
voice. When people feel heard and empowered to contribute, we 
not only retain members—we grow stronger because of them. 
 
I am also looking forward to not only visiting clubs for their 
meetings, 
but 

supporting your events as well. If you have an upcoming 
event and would like a District representative to attend, 
please let us know—we are eager to help whenever we 
can. 
 
I recently had the privilege of attending the Rocky Mount 
BBQ on May 2 and the Brazito Honey Creek BBQ on 
May 3. At Rocky Mount, it was great to see potential new 
members already jumping in to help serve—what a perfect 
example of service in action. At Brazito, their new Leos 
were right there helping, and the turnout was so strong that 
they sold out of food by 1:30 p.m.! 
 
Seeing those Leos in action is a reminder of how important it is to invest in the next generation. If you know a 
young person in the Brazito Honey Creek area who would benefit from being part of the Leo Club, please help 
make that connection. And if your club has ever 
considered starting a Leo Club—let’s do this. Getting 
kids involved early teaches service, builds humility, and 
creates a foundation for lifelong community involvement. 
It also opens the door to new Lions members through 
families who see and experience what we do. 
 
I truly enjoy attending these events and being an extra set 
of helping hands wherever needed. 
 
As we move forward, I want to continue to challenge 
each of you: invite one. Just one person to join you in 
service. If every Lion takes that step, imagine the impact 

we could make in just one 
year. 
 
Bloom Together – Grow 
Through Service. 
 
26M7 First Vice District Governor Elect 
Lion April Underwood   
573-353-7943 
                                       



CAPITAL LIONS  

Lion Sandy Stuenkel, President of the Jefferson City 
Capital Lions Club, shows one of the hygiene kits the club 
is working on to donate to Girls & Boys Club of Jefferson 
City, The YMCA Summer Lunch Program, Samaritan 
Center, and other organizations. The kits include 
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, body lotion, deodorant, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, and dental floss.  Below, delivery 
to Boys and Girls Club. 
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CHAMOIS  

Chamois Lions Club News  

The Chamois Lions Club met for their regular monthly meeting on Monday 
evening, April 13, 2026 at the Chamois Community Center.  Fourteen Lions 
and five visitors were present for the dinner and business meeting.  Visitors 
included City of Chamois Mayor Elect Shawn Mitchem, Misty Hilkerbaumer, 
and prospective new Lions Club members Lacey Garrett, Mercedes Durham, 
and Darrell Chrisenberry.   

Prior to the dinner, Lion President Jason Hilkerbaumer led the Chamois Lions 
in the Pledge of Allegiance and offered the table prayer.    The Ladies of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church served a delicious dinner of pork chops, Texas 
potatoes, green beans, fruit cocktail, dinner rolls, and  cake for dessert. 

Prior to the start of the business meeting, Lion President Hilkerbaumer called on Lion Steve Duncan to induct three new 
members into the Chamois Lions Club.  Lion Duncan provided Lacey Garrett, Mercedes Durham, and Darrell 
Chrisenberry a very brief overview of the history of Lions Clubs International (LCI) and outlined the primary service 
projects of LCI, the State of Missouri Lions, Lions District 26-M7, and the Chamois Lions Club.  Lion Duncan then 
conducted a brief induction ceremony and presented the new Lions with a membership packet to include the Lions lapel 
pin.  Lion Garrett was sponsored by Lion Jeff Kormann and Lions Durham and Chrisenberry were sponsored by Lion Scott 
Mertz. 

Lion President Jason Hilkerbaumer presided at the business meeting and requested that the meeting agenda be 
approved.  The Chamois Lions voted to approve the agenda.    Copies of the minutes of the March 9, 2026 meeting had 
previously been distributed electronically by Lion Secretary Beth Sieg and paper copies were available for those Lions 
who prefer paper.   The Chamois Lions voted to approve the minutes.   Lion Treasurer Nelson Sieg presented the 
financial report for the Chamois Lions general account.  Due to the absence of Lion Building Co-Chairperson Randy 
Thoenen, there was no report on Community Center finances. 

Lion President Hilkerbaumer called on Chamois Lions Club liaisons to other Chamois and Morrison civic groups for 
reports on the activities of those groups.     Lion Jeff Kormann, who is President of the Chamois Industrial Development 
Corporation (CIDC), reported that the CIDC will meet next on Thursday, May 14, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. in the basement of 
the Chamois United Methodist Church with a continued focus on the development of a Business & Services Directory.  
Lion Susan Sundermeyer, who is a board member of the Chamois Historic Preservation Commission (CHPC), reported 
that the CHPC will again host a Spring Fling from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 9, 2026 at the Chamois 
Community Center with a focus on local craft and specialty vendors and concessions available.   Lions Jeff Kormann, 
Susan Sundermeyer,  and Steve Duncan are all members of the Friends of the Chamois Cemeteries (FCC), a relatively 
new organization which is working on the mapping and plotting of the four public cemeteries (City, Oakland, Stonner, 
and Black) in Chamois, restoration of tombstones in those cemeteries, and the establishment of a perpetual care plan to 
ensure that the cemeteries are maintained.   Lions Duncan and Kormann reported that the FCC continues to meet 
regularly in an effort to develop a donor database , to monitor progress on tombstone restoration efforts in both the 
public cemeteries and church cemeteries (Catholic Cemetery and UCC Cemetery), the installation of steps and a new 
fence and archway at the Stonner Cemetery, the removal of brush and tree trimming, and to plan for the May 25, 2026 
dedication ceremony of a restored tombstone for Jerry Berry, who was the last Civil War veteran buried in Osage 
County.   City of Chamois Mayor Elect Shawn Mitchem and current City Councilperson Lion Lacey Garrett reported that 
the City approves the removal of the batting cage at the ballpark, efforts are underway to address the repair of potholes 
in City streets, and there are efforts to finalize the selection of a contractor to address the reconstruction of a section of 
ballpark grandstand that was destroyed by a windstorm.   Lion Sean Hackmann, who is a member of the Chamois Fire 
Department, reported that the Fire Department had responded to ten calls in March to include a 98-acre brush fire and 



a major structure fire.   The Fire Department has focused on training, especially with the junior fire fighters, and has 
received gear purchased with funds from a $135,000 AFG grant.  Grant funds are critical as the Fire Department’s total 
budget is approximately $50,000.   Lions Steve Duncan, Susan Sundermeyer, and Jeff Kormann, who are board members 
of the Osage County Agritourism Council (OCAC), reported that the OCAC hosted a most successful Farm Expo held at 
the Loose Creek Community Center on Saturday, March 28, 2026 and reservations are being accepted for a bus tour of 
attractions and historic farms in the Freeburg, MO area on May 12, 2026.    

Nine items of old business, special project updates, and ad hoc committee reports were addressed.    

Some discussion focused on four projects within the Chamois City Park and the Community Center.   There is a need for 
ballpark fence repairs, repairs to the shed door, and the possible removal of the batting cage.  Lion Randy Thoenen will 
lead efforts to assess what materials and labor are needed and then schedule a work-day.   Second, efforts continue to 
find a contractor to work on the Old Bandstand and City of Chamois Mayor Elect Mitchem offered to reach out to a 
potential contractor.   Third, Lion Mark Mehmert will continue to look into an enclosure for the Internet router located 
in the Community Center.  Finally, Lions Club volunteers need to paint the wall behind the stage in the Community 
Center and hang the new 65-inch TCL television.  This TV could be used by renters to stream programs such as the Super 
Bowl or to show family or group videos and photographs and thus make the Community Center a more attractive venue 
for potential renters. 

The Chamois Lions Club has for many months discussed a possible meal for the community with most recent discussion 
focused on a pancake and sausage breakfast that would be hosted in appreciation of community residents.  This event 
will be scheduled for some time in the Summer. 

At the March 9, 2026 meeting, the Chamois Lions voted to purchase twelve 60-inch round tables from Sam’s Club or 
Wal-Mart for the Community Center.  To date, no action has yet been taken. 

Lions Jason Hilkerbaumer, Michael Edwards, Nelson Sieg, Beth Sieg, Steve Duncan, and Connie Smith led the efforts of 
the Chamois Lions Club to host the annual Community Easter Egg Hunt at the Chamois City Park on Saturday, April 4, 
2026.  Despite somewhat cool and windy weather and the appearance of a large snapping turtle, the event was a huge 
success.  Approximately 50 children hunted for 300 eggs and were rewarded with approximately 450 bags of candy.  
There were two children who found the golden eggs and they were presented with a stuffed animal, a chocolate bunny, 
and $10 in cash. 

To conclude discussion on special projects and old business, reminders were made as to one important upcoming 
community meeting and one very important service project.  The Community-in-Action (CIA) group that has assumed 
responsibility for Chamois Day will meet on May 4, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Chamois United Methodist Church to 
continue planning for Chamois Day and all volunteers are most welcome and encouraged to attend.  The Spring Chamois 
City-Wide Clean-Up Day will be held on Sunday afternoon, May 17, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. with all volunteers to meet on the 
Catholic Church parking lot.  This clean-up day is particularly important as Chamois will host the Jerry Berry Civil War 
Memorial Dedication Program on Memorial Day, May 25, 2026 and numerous visitors are expected that day. 

Six items of new business were presented and discussed.   

Lion Steve Duncan reported that his son Kirk Duncan has filed the 2025 IRS Form 990-N or e-Postcard for tax year 2025 
for the Chamois Lions Club.  As a non-profit corporation, the Chamois Lions Club is required to file a Federal income tax 
return and since the Chamois Lions Club is on a calendar year financial reporting basis, the annual tax return is due by 
May 15 each year. 

Lion Duncan next reported that Connie Warden, Advertising Sales Manager for the Unterrified Democrat newspaper, 
had reached out to the Chamois Lions Club in regards to a possible advertisement in a new Osage County Community 
Guide that will be published in May 2026.  The Chamois Lions voted to purchase a ½ page ad in the new publication in an 
effort to publicize the club’s many service projects and to promote membership. 



With new Lions Club officers to be elected in May 2026 for the 2026-2027 Lions year, Lion President Hilkerbaumer 
appointed a Nominating Committee that will be comprised of all Past Presidents.  This committee will present a slate of 
officers at the May 11, 2026 meeting. 

Next, Lion President Hilkerbaumer remind the Scholarship Committee of their need to meet after the May 11, 2026 
meeting to select Chamois High School seniors to receive the E. E. Turner Scholarship and the Chamois Lions Club 
Scholarship.  Scholarship Committee members include Lions Lana Hackmann, Susan Sundermeyer, Randy Thoenen, and 
Nelson Sieg. 

Lion President Hilkerbaumer reported that Osage County R-1 School has reached out to the Chamois Lions Club as a 
potential sponsor for an Aged Community Grant opportunity.  The Chamois Lions voted unanimously to be a sponsor for 
this grant application. 

To conclude new business, Lions Steve Duncan and Steve Cramer reported on Chamois Masonic Lodge #185’s recent 
spaghetti supper and raffle fundraiser that is conducted under a Masonic Home of Missouri “Creating-a-Partnership” 
Program whereby a Masonic Lodge hosts a fundraiser to assist a local school or possibly a food bank and the Masonic 
Home matches funds by $2 for every $1 raised.  This is the second year that Chamois Lodge #185 has hosted this event 
with the proceeds to be used for technology upgrades for Osage County R-1 School.  Funds can be raised from the actual 
fundraiser and donations are also most welcome in an effort to receive the matching funds.  The Chamois Lions Club 
voted to donate $500.00 to this event in order to secure additional funds for the school. 

Lion President Hilkerbaumer made two announcements and Lion Secretary Beth Sieg read one item of correspondence.  
Lion Jim Meyer, a member of the Hermann Lions Club and the Zone Chairperson for Zone 3 of Lions District 26-M7, will 
make a visit to the Chamois Lions Club for the May 11, 2026 meeting.  A tentative date of June 14, 2026, which is Flag 
Day, has been set for the dedication of the new 40-foot flagpole at the Chamois City Park.  The Chamois Lions Club is one 
of four sponsoring organizations for the flagpole along with Chamois Lodge #185 A.F. & A.M., Chamois American Legion 
Post 506, and the City of Chamois.  Four 12-inch X 16- inch black granite plaques bearing the names and charter or plat 
dates of the four sponsoring organizations will be dedicated along with the flagpole.   Lion Secretary Sieg read a letter 
from Jenn Millard of Central Missouri Community Action in regards to an Osage County Community Conversations 
meeting to be held on May 18, 2026 from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. at Linn First Assembly.  This meeting will explore 
Osage County in an effort to address the five pillars of poverty—employment, education, income, housing, and health.  
All individuals or church and civic groups are invited. 

April birthday wishes were extended to Lions Connie Smith, Debby Mehmert, and Steve Duncan.   Prayer concerns were 
expressed for Lion Connie Smith and the family of former Chamois Lions Club member Gary Reynolds, who recently 
passed away.   

To conclude the meeting on a humorous note, Lion Steve Duncan shared three jokes entitled “Dead End”, “Cash Crop”, 
and “It’s Obvious” that were provided by Lion Duane Paulsmeyer.    

The next meeting of the Chamois Lions Club will be on Monday, May 11, 2026 at the Chamois Community Center.  
Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting at 7:00 p.m.   
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JC Host Lions are pleased to help fund and serve the JC Schools Safety Patrol Picnic.  The Safety Patrol Picnic 
is a meal and awards for the work of the Safey Patrol during the school year.  In 1949, the JC Lions (later the 
Host Lions) helped organize the “School Boy Patrol”.  Below are photos from the 2026 Picnic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



SHOW ME LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING 
The Show Me Lions Eyeglass Recycling Facility is located at 710 Sandstone in Cedar City / 
North Jefferson City, Missouri.  Your group can help sort eyeglasses.  To volunteer at the 
building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 314-304-5054 or email donsoph@hotmail.com or Lou 
Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or email balloonsisters@aol.com. 
Lohman Lions Alberta and Gary Zumwalt are in charge of filling orders for recycled eyeglasses 
for mission trips.  If anyone wants to contact them to help with this task, their phone number is 
573-782-3560.  Also, if anyone knows of a mission group that wants recycled eyeglasses, they 
can submit an email request to: showmelionseyeglassrecycling@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL REQUEST:  We are in need of more volunteers to come to the building to work on 
eyeglasses - sorting, washing and reading, in order to be able to provide glasses to 
those that need them.  Mission trips have increased and we need volunteers to be 
able to have glasses ready for distribution.  If you cannot volunteer to work at the 
building but do collect glasses, you can still help.  Glasses can be sorted by:  
readers, adult prescription, kids prescription, adult sunglasses and kids sunglasses.  
It would also help if the glasses were taken out of the cases, since we have no 
source for cases.  All broken, scratched and parts-missing glasses can be separated 

and labeled as scrap which can be used to get 
money to use for shipping out the glasses for 
mission trips.  All of this would help 
immensely.  Thank you! – Alberta To volunteer 
at the building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 
314-304-5054  or email donsoph@hotmail.com 
or Lou Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or 
email balloonsisters@aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


