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Lions International Convention 

Hong Kong • July 1–7, 2026 
 
More than 17,000 Lions from six continents gathered in 
Hong Kong for the 2026 Lions International Convention. 
Throughout the week, attendees heard inspiring stories of 
service, leadership, and innovation from Lions around the 
world. Below are some of the highlights from the 

convention. 
 

Mokane Lions Club Earns Platinum Recognition 
The Mokane Lions Club was recognized as one of approximately 200 clubs 
worldwide—less than one-half of one percent of all Lions clubs—to receive the 
prestigious MISSION 1.5 Platinum Club Award for outstanding membership growth. 
Platinum Club Award Criteria 
 
To earn Platinum status, a club must: 

• Retain 100% of its existing membership (excluding members lost due to 
death). 

• Double its club size by adding at least 20 new members. 
 
This recognition represents one of the highest achievements in Lions International's 
MISSION 1.5 membership initiative. 
 

International President Mark Lyon's Theme 
International President Mark Lyon introduced his 2026–2027 theme: 
"Rooted in Service." 
 
He emphasized four priorities that will guide Lions around the world: 

1. Get back to our roots by focusing on meaningful service. 
2. Plant seeds of growth by inviting new members. 
3. Let leadership shine by advocating for others. 
4. Support LCIF and let it support you. 

 
International Constitution Changes 

Delegates approved several constitutional changes, including: 
• Reducing the number of U.S. international directors from 11 to 9, while 

increasing  
• representation for South America and India. 



• Increasing international dues by $2.00 per year for five years, beginning in 
July 2028. 

• Clarifying the eligibility of Past District Governors to vote at all levels of Lions 
conventions. 

 
Convention Highlights 

The convention showcased remarkable examples of Lions service from around the 
globe, including: 

 A moving performance by the China Disabled People's Performing Art Troupe, 
featuring talented deaf and visually impaired artists. 

 A large-scale CPR education initiative in Beijing aimed at teaching lifesaving 
skills to  

 thousands of people. 
 A childhood cancer support project in Ghana, similar in concept to the Ronald 

McDonald House. 
 Service Tourism, an initiative encouraging Lions to visit clubs while traveling 

internationally. 
 The Lions Humanitarian Award, presented to the non-Lions organization 

Khalsa Aid  
 International for its outstanding disaster relief efforts. One of the most 

memorable quotes of the convention was: "Humanity has no borders. Humans 
do." 

 A Lion who raised funds by running a marathon at Everest Base Camp. 
 India's "Dump or Donate" electronic recycling program, where usable 

electronics are  
 refurbished and donated to those in need while unusable items are 

responsibly recycled. 
 The ever-popular tradition of pin trading, which continues to be one of the 

convention's favorite activities and a fun way for Lions from around the world 
to connect. 

 
Other Activities 

Even with a full schedule at the convention, there was still time to explore. Several 
Lions visited Hong Kong Disneyland. LCI also offered some tours of Hong Kong, 
including one of Kowloon with a traditional Chinese dinner, and shopping at the Ladies 
Market. Some Lions also visited a fishing village, where white dolphins can be spotted 
from a boat ride. 
 

Looking Ahead 
The 2026 International Convention served as a powerful reminder that, regardless of 
where we live or what language we speak, Lions share a common purpose: serving 
our communities and making the world a better place. The friendships, ideas, and 
inspiration gained in Hong Kong will continue to strengthen our service here at home 
and around the globe. 



 

 

 

 

M7 Lions at International Convention in Hong Kong. DG Lion 
Bruce Berger JC Host and Leo-Lion Eden Hoeffling from 

Fulton branch of Auxvasse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26M7 First Vice District Governor 

Rooted in Service... Ready to Grow 
 
As I begin my journey as your First Vice District Governor, one thing has 
already become very clear to me: every club in District M7 has something 
valuable to offer. 

 Some clubs are growing. 
 Some are rebuilding. 
 Some have long traditions. 
 Others are trying new ideas. 

None of those paths are wrong – they simply reflect the unique communities 
we serve. 
 
This year, as we embrace International President Mark Lyons' theme, Rooted in Service, I hope we also 
remember that healthy things don't stay still—they grow. Strong roots don't keep a tree from reaching higher. 
They give it the strength to do so. 
 
The same is true for our clubs. The traditions we've built, the friendships we've formed, and the service we've 
provided are our roots. They are the foundation that allows us to welcome new members, embrace new ideas, 
and continue meeting the changing needs of our communities. 
 
One opportunity I've already had this Lions year has been working to secure sponsors and donations for our 
Camden County Lions Club fundraiser. Every time I walked into a business wearing Lions gear, someone asked 
me about Lions: 

 "What do you do?" 
 "What is Lions?" 

 
Those simple questions opened the door to tell our story—to talk about vision programs, eyeglass recycling, 
scholarships, food drives, and neighbors helping neighbors.  It reminded me that we don't have to wait for a 
membership drive or a special event to talk about Lions. Every conversation is an opportunity to tell our 
story. 
 
When someone shows interest, I don't want the conversation to end there. Many of you know that PDG Lion 
Missy created the "You're Invited" cards. I keep a stack with me, and when someone expresses interest, I hand 
them a card and invite them to visit a meeting.  If they're not from my area, I try to help them connect with a 
Lions club closer to home. Sometimes all people need is a personal invitation. 
 
I also learned something unexpected after the July 4th storm 
that many people have jokingly called the "Lake of the Ozarks 
Hurricane." If you saw some of the videos from those caught 
on the water that day, you probably understand why.  As our 
community began recovering, I found myself asking a simple 
question: Could our club have done more?  As I started 
looking for answers, I realized there is more for me to learn 
about Lions disaster preparedness and how we can be ready 
before disaster strikes. 
 
Because disasters don't happen when we're ready. If they did, 
they probably wouldn't become disasters. They happen on 
weekends. On holidays. In the middle of the night. On the 



hottest days of summer and the coldest days of winter. That's why preparedness matters. 
Our Camden County Lions Club has already started discussing what a response plan could look like: 

 Who do we call? 
 What resources are available? 
 How can we be ready to serve our community when the unexpected happens? 

 
Because service doesn't begin after the storm. It begins before it. 
 
As I begin visiting clubs across our district this year, I'm looking forward to learning from each of you. Every 
club has its own strengths, its own challenges, and its own story. I hope to bring those ideas back so we can 
continue learning from one another. 
One thing I already know is that there isn't just one way to be a great Lion: 

 Some faithfully attend every meeting. 
 Some are the first to volunteer. 
 Some quietly make financial contributions that make service possible. 
 Some mentor and encourage others through years of experience. 

 
Every one of those Lions matters. 
 
As we begin this new Lions year, I'd like to leave you with one simple challenge: Tell our story. 

 Look for opportunities to share what Lions do in your community. 
 Invite someone to attend a meeting. 
 Ask one person to become a Lion. Just one. 

Imagine the impact on our clubs, our communities, and our district if every Lion accepted that challenge. 
 
I look forward to serving, learning, and growing alongside each of you this year. 
 
Lion April 
Underwood 
Bloom Together – 
Grow Through 
Service. 
573-353-7943 
                                       

 
  



ELDON 
Lions Chuck Saak, Rob Young and Ed Bierbower verify the winning ticket number on our gun raffle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top photo is recipient Lion Charlie Lindquist from the Jeff City Host Lions \Club with his new Henry 22 
caliber Golden Boy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CAMDEN COUNTY 
 

The Camden County Lions Club is proud to launch our very first fundraising event — Putt for a Purpose! 
As a newer and growing club, we’re excited to bring this event to our community, but we can’t do it alone. 
We’re reaching out to our fellow Lions across the district because one of the greatest things about Lionism is 
that Lions help Lions. 

We’re looking for Lions who would be willing to join us on August 14 to help with hole monitoring, 
scorekeeping, registration, and other tournament activities. Whether you can volunteer for part of the day or the 
entire event, your support would mean the world to our club. 

We also invite district members to come out, play, and help us make our first event a success! 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact Lion April Underwood. 

Putt for a Purpose. Serve with a Purpose. Grow with a Purpose. 

#PuttForAPurpose #CamdenCountyLions #LionsHelpLions #WeServe #MissouriLions 
#BloomTogetherGrowThroughService  

 

 



 



MOKANE 

 

 

JEFFERSON CITY HOST 
Fall 2026 – Holiday Cash Raffle. 
February 3, 2027 – Ham ‘n Bean and Chili Day. 
May 21, 2027 – Dusty Deskins Peanut Day  
 
Kids are getting ready for a new school year & the Jefferson City Host Lions Vision Screening Team is helping 
them have a good year. On Saturday (8/1), the Lions traveled to Stover for the Morgan County Back to School 
Fair to screen the eyesight of 182 students.  A good day for the kids and Lions. 

  

  



RUSSELLVILLE 
A shout out to Lion Lisa Hammann Mehrhoff and the Russellville Lions Club.  When people ask, what does the 
Lions Club do, this is just one thing. They donated $300 worth of snacks to the Lutheran Mid Mo Bible camp. 
There were 31 kids and 10 adults at camp and their donation was greatly appreciated by all the campers. The 
camp operates on limited funds and that donation really helps. So, if you see Lisa or a Lions Club member, 
please say THANK YOU to them 

 
 

 

 



LOHMAN 
The Lohman Lions Club held its annual fundraiser BBQ on June 
28th.  We had all of our 12 members working plus 4 family 
members.  We sold out – 240 dinners from 10:20 am – 12:50 
pm!  We thank everyone that came out to support us.  The 

historical 
display was 
upstairs in the 
Community 
building.  The old mill was open for tours and the Old Car 
Club was present.  At 6 pm, the Liberty Tree was dedicated, 
planted near the post office and in front of the jail on 
property owned by Lion Gus Fischer – attended by Lions – 
Gus Fischer, Rev. David Viles, Gary & Alberta Zumwalt.    St. 
Paul’s, the 
Church on 
the Hill, had 
food 
available (hot 
dogs, root 
beer floats, 
desserts, etc.) 
before our 
fireworks 
display.  
Helping us co-sponsor the fireworks were Farmers Bank of 

Lohman, city of Lohman, Xtreme Body & Paint and Weber-Millard Funeral Home.  A large crowd was able to sit 
in their chairs in front of the church and watch an awesome 
fireworks show!—Alberta Zumwalt 
 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAMOIS 
The Chamois Lions Club met for their regular monthly meeting on 
Monday evening, July 13, 2026 at the Chamois Community Center.  
Seventeen Lions and five visitors were present for the dinner and 
business meeting.  Visitors included Rhonda Mitchem, Emma Bathke, 
Elise Brochu,  Misty Hilkerbaumer, and City of Chamois Mayor Shawn 
Mitchem.   

Prior to the dinner, Lion President Jason Hilkerbaumer led the Chamois 
Lions in the Pledge of Allegiance and offered the table prayer.    The 
Ladies of St. Mary’s Catholic Church served a delicious dinner of 
pulled pork, baked beans, potato salad, cucumber salad, slaw, dinner 

rolls, and for dessert apple crisp and cake.  

Prior to the business meeting, Lion President Jason Hilkerbaumer introduced Rhonda Mitchem, who was 
present to represent the Chamois Community in Action (CIA) group.  The CIA has assumed responsibility for 
Chamois Day, which will be held on Saturday, September 15, 2026. As always, volunteers are needed to staff 
the various activities at Chamois Day.  In particular, volunteers are needed to drive tractors for the hay rides, to 
sell raffle tickets, and to supervise the inflatibles.  Chamois Day T-shirts will be available through pre-sale only 
with kid’s shirts to cost $15 and adult shirts to cost $18.   The CIA will meet next on Tuesday, August 4, 2026 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Chamois United Methodist Church.   Volunteers are welcome to attend this meeting.  In 
addition to organizing Chamois Day, the CIA plans to replace or board up some broken second story windows 
on Main Street.  Materials, labor, and the use of a boom truck are needed.  Lions Sean Hackmann and Jay 
Bathke, who are members of the Chamois Fire Department, indicated that the Fire Department may be able to 
assist with this project. 

Lion President Hilkerbaumer presided at the business meeting and requested that the meeting agenda be 
approved.  The Chamois Lions voted to approve the agenda.    Copies of the minutes of the June 8, 2026 
meeting had previously been distributed electronically by Lion Secretary Beth Sieg and paper copies were 
available for those Lions who prefer paper.   The Chamois Lions voted to approve the minutes.   Lion Treasurer 
Nelson Sieg presented the financial report for the Chamois Lions general account and Lion Building Co-
Chairperson Randy Thoenen reported that he did not have an up-to-date financial report for the month for the 
Community Center, but would provide a two-month report in August.  The Chamois Lions voted to approve the 
financial report for the Lions general account. 

Lion Building Co-Chairperson Dale Hackmann and Lion Lana Hackmann reported on several maintenance 
projects recently completed at the Community Center.  The wall behind the stage has been painted in 
anticipation of the installation of the big-screen TV, the air vents have been cleaned, and the batteries in the 
thermostats have been replaced.  In addition, the north side of the roof has been checked and screws tightened to 
prevent roof leaks.  Lion Randy Thoenen plans to have a work-day to check the south side of the roof and 
tightened any loose screws there.   Plans for future maintenance projects include to clean out cabinets in the 
kitchen and to paint the exterior wall on the west side of the Community Center. 

While discussing Community Center maintenance issues, Lion Building Co-Chairpersons Hackmann and 
Thoenen reminded Lions that the Community Center is on Three Rivers Electric Cooperative for power and not 
Ameren.  During the power outage on July 4-6, 2026, the Community Center had power and was used as a 
cooling center.  Thanks were extended to visitor Elise Brochu, who hosted community members who used the 
Community Center during the power outage.  In addition to the volunteer efforts of Ms. Brochu to assist persons 
affected by the power outage, mention was made to recognize Kayla Minor, who owns Sweet Bee’s Shaved Ice, 



for providing hot dogs and Mike Nolting, who owns Jerry’s Convenience Store, for opening the store even 
though the store did not have power.                                                                                      

Lion President Hilkerbaumer called on Chamois Lions Club liaisons to other Chamois and Morrison civic 
groups for reports on the activities of those groups.     Lion Jeff Kormann, who is President of the Chamois 
Industrial Development Corporation (CIDC), reported that the CIDC met on July 9, 2026 with a continued 
focus on the development of a Business & Services Directory, with hopes to have this directory complete by 
Chamois Day.  In addition to this project, the CIDC hopes to erect a sign at the Highways 89 and 100 four-way 
stop to point to the business district, to provide building owners on Main Street with dusk-to-dawn lights to 
better light Main Street, and to again sponsor the “Back-to-School Supplies” Program.  Lion Susan 
Sundermeyer, who is a board member of the Chamois Historic Preservation Commission (CHPC), reported that 
the CHPC is finalizing plans for Chamois Day and will again have the Townley House open, will serve honey 
ice cream, and hopes to feature the Rost Family Singers.    Lion Jay Bathke, who is a City of Chamois 
Councilperson, Lion Meghan Birmingham, who is the City Clerk, and Mayor Shawn Mitchem reported on City 
activities.  Construction is to begin soon to rebuild the portion of the ballpark grandstand that was destroyed in a 
windstorm and the City would like to use the fence and posts from the old ballpark batting cage that is to be 
dismantled and repurpose those materials to secure the City’s generator that is used at the water tower.  Lion 
Sean Hackmann, who is a member of the Chamois Fire Department, reported that the Fire Department had one 
call during the month and that call was in response to an anhydrous ammonia leak.  The Fire Department plans 
to be involved with Chamois Day activities.  Lions Kormann, Sundermeyer, and Steve Duncan, who are 
members of the Osage County Agritourism Council, reported on upcoming events to include a Taste of Osage 
County on September 12, 2026, the Farm-to-Table Dinner on September 26, 2026, and the Christmas 
Church/Cookie Tour on December 11, 2026.  

Six items of old business, special project updates, and ad hoc committee reports were addressed.    

Some discussion focused on five projects within the Chamois City Park and the Community Center.   There is a 
need for ballpark fence repairs, repairs to the shed door, and the removal of the batting cage.  Lion Randy 
Thoenen will lead efforts to assess what materials and labor are needed and then schedule a work-day.  Second, 
efforts continue to find a contractor to work on the Old Bandstand and Lion Susan Sundermeyer shared with 
City of Chamois Mayor Shawn Mitchem, who has offered to reach out to potential contractors, copies of 
pictures of the original Old Bandstand and drawings of possible repairs to the structure.  Lion Sundermeyer will 
attend the Chamois City Council meeting on July 22, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the Old Bandstand restoration 
project with the City Council.  Third, Lion Mark Mehmert will continue to look into an enclosure for the 
Internet router located in the Community Center.   Now that the wall behind the stage in the Community Center 
has been painted, there is a need to  hang the new 65-inch TCL television.  This TV could be used by renters to 
stream programs such as the Super Bowl or to show family or group videos and photographs and thus make the 
Community Center a more attractive venue for potential renters.   Finally, plans were finalized by Lions Dawna 
Keilholz, Nelson Sieg, and Beth Sieg to take delivery on twelve new 60-inch round tables for the Community 
Center to replace older tables.  The older tables will be offered for sale.  

Brief discussion focused on the Chamois Lions Community Breakfast to be held on Saturday, August 22, 2026 
from 7:30 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.   The breakfast will feature pancakes and sausage, eggs, biscuits and gravy, 
coffee, juice, and milk.  A free-will offering will be accepted as payment with the proceeds used to help pay for 
the Community Center improvements of the big-screen TV and new tables. 

Three items of new business were presented and discussed.   

The annual Chamois Day city-wide clean-up day was discussed in detail.  The CIA hopes to have a clean-up 
day on Saturday, September 12, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. with local volunteers and volunteers from Linn First Church 
involved.  Chamois Lions were encouraged to assist on this day.  The Chamois Lions Club had scheduled a 



clean-up day on Sunday, September 13, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.   This clean-up day will take place if additional work 
is still needed after the September 12 clean-up day or in the event the September 12 day is rained out. 

July 1, 2026 marks the beginning of the 2026-2027 Lions Clubs International (LCI) year.  Chamois Lions Club 
officers for the new year were declared installed.  These Lions include Lion Jason Hilkerbaumer as President, 
Lion Scott Mertz as First Vice President, Lion Randy Thoenen as Second Vice President, Lion jeff Kormann as 
Third Vice President, Lion Beth Sieg as Secretary, Lion Nelson Sieg as Treasurer, Lion Susan Sundermeyer as 
Tail Twister, Lion Connie Smith as Lion Tamer, Lion Meghan Birmingham as LCIF Chairperson, Lions 
Michael Edwards and Steve Duncan as Club Service Chairpersons, Lion Mark Mehmert as 
Marketing/Communications Chairperson, Lion Steve Cramer as Membership Chairperson, and Lions Susan 
Sundermeyer, Randy Thoenen, Sean Hackmann, and Duane Paulsmeyer as Directors. 

To conclude new business, discussion focused on the CIDC’s “Back-to-School Supplies” Program.  Lions were 
encouraged to make individual donations to this important program.  Donations may be mailed to Lion Susan 
Sundermeyer at 207 East Third Street, Chamois, MO 65024. 

Three announcements were made.   Central Missouri Community Action will host a “Senior Connections” event 
at the Chamois Community Center on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 from 10:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.   Several 
Chamois Lions volunteered to assist.  Linn First Church will host a praise worship service, BBQ, and food 
distribution on Main Street on Friday, August 7, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.  The community is invited.   The Friends of 
Chamois Cemeteries will host a Cemetery Walk on Saturday, October 3, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.   Six families will be 
featured during this event.    

July birthday wishes were extended to Lions Nelson Ruegger, Melinda Kirsch, and Sabra Paulsmeyer.   Prayer 
concerns were expressed for several community members to include Lion Connie Smith.   

To conclude the meeting on a humorous note, Lion Steve Duncan shared three jokes entitled “Tit for Tat”, 
“Father Knows Best”, and “Taking Wealth with You After Death” that were provided by Lion Duane 
Paulsmeyer.    

The next meeting of the Chamois Lions Club will be on Monday, August 10, 2026 at the Chamois Community 
Center.  Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting at 7:00 p.m.   

 

  



FULTON 
Fulton Lions at the eyeglass recycling center. There was a great turnout, including two prospective Lions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SHOW ME LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING 
The Show Me Lions Eyeglass Recycling Facility is located at 710 Sandstone in Cedar City / 
North Jefferson City, Missouri.  Your group can help sort eyeglasses.  To volunteer at the 
building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 314-304-5054 or email donsoph@hotmail.com or Lou 
Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or email balloonsisters@aol.com. 
Lohman Lions Alberta and Gary Zumwalt are in charge of filling orders for recycled eyeglasses 
for mission trips.  If anyone wants to contact them to help with this task, their phone number is 
573-782-3560.  Also, if anyone knows of a mission group that wants recycled eyeglasses, they 
can submit an email request to: showmelionseyeglassrecycling@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL REQUEST:  We are in need of more volunteers to come to the building to work on 
eyeglasses - sorting, washing and reading, in order to be able to provide glasses to 
those that need them.  Mission trips have increased and we need volunteers to be 
able to have glasses ready for distribution.  If you cannot volunteer to work at the 
building but do collect glasses, you can still help.  Glasses can be sorted by:  
readers, adult prescription, kids prescription, adult sunglasses and kids sunglasses.  
It would also help if the glasses were taken out of the cases, since we have no 
source for cases.  All broken, scratched and parts-missing glasses can be separated 

and labeled as scrap which can be used to get 
money to use for shipping out the glasses for 
mission trips.  All of this would help 
immensely.  Thank you! – Alberta To volunteer 
at the building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 
314-304-5054  or email donsoph@hotmail.com 
or Lou Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or 
email balloonsisters@aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


