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Lions International Convention, July 3-7, 
2026, Hong Kong. 

Great Plains Lions Leadership Institute, July 
17-19, 2026, Baker University, Baldwin, KS. 
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Benefit for Debbie Cantrell,  

Missouri Lions International Director. 

 

 

 



Getting Ready for the New Lions Year 
Bruce Berger – District Governor Elect 

 
As we bring this Lions year to a close, we want to extend our 
sincere gratitude to District Governor Bill Foglesong for his 
outstanding leadership. DG Bill stepped up and guided our 
district through a successful year—one marked by stronger clubs, 
growing membership, and meaningful service throughout our 
communities. Thank you, DG Bill, for your dedication and 
commitment to Lionism. 
 
Now it’s time to prepare for the upcoming Lions year. 

 
All clubs are encouraged to review their membership rosters and update the Lions Portal to 
ensure all information is accurate and current. Please remember that Lions Clubs International 
will assess dues based on the number of members listed in the Portal as of July 1, so it’s 
important to verify your records before then. 
 
It is equally important to enter your club officers for the new Lions year into the Portal. 
Keeping this information updated helps Lions Clubs International and district leadership 
communicate quickly and effectively with the right members in each club. 
 
If your club needs assistance entering or updating information, help is readily available. Our 
district administrator, Dakota Jones, is happy to assist and can be reached by phone at 573-418-
5654 or by email at Dakota.jones2251@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for taking these important steps as we prepare for another year of service. Together, 
we can begin the new Lions year strong and continue making a difference in our communities. 
 
 

26M7 Second Vice District Governor 

 
 

 
Bloom Together – Grow Through Service. 
 
26M7 First Vice District Governor Elect 
Lion April Underwood   
573-353-7943 
                                       

 



ELDON 
Pulled Pork Fundraiser. 

  



 Rebecca Doonan ( Gateway Industries ) was the guest speaker on May 
5th updating us on all their current activities 

 

Eldon Lions Club helped a student from Eldon High School with 
expenses to attend a National Convention for FCCLA. This is a picture of 
Twyla Limbach, Eldon President and the student and her teacher.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eldon Lions Club presented 3 scholarships at Eldon High School Senior Award Assembly. Linda Bierbower\ 
represented our chapter at this assembly. 

  



OWENSVILLE 
Owensville Lions Clubs Invests $175,000 To Expand Its Sports Complex 

A partnership as the one between the Owensville Lions Club and the Owensville Chamber of Commerce works 
because each group brings something fundamentally different—and necessary—to the table. The Chamber 
focuses on economic development and long-term community growth, while the Lions Club is rooted in service, 
volunteerism, and hands-on project execution. When those strengths intersect, the result is something neither 
could achieve alone. 

The Chamber’s decision to contribute 26 acres within its industrial park wasn’t just a land donation—it was a 
strategic investment in quality of life. By enabling the creation of the Owensville Lions Sports Complex, the 
Chamber helped transform underutilized space into a community asset that attracts families, events, and 
regional visitors. That kind of development supports local businesses, strengthens community identity, and 
makes Owensville more appealing to both residents, relocating business entities and future home owners. 

On the flip side of the pancake, Lions Clubs throughout the world recognized a need and find a method to 
eliminate it. Their ability to mobilize volunteers, secure partnerships, and oversee development ensured the land 
became something vibrant and sustainable rather than just a plan on paper. By partnering with the Owensville 
Athletic Association to operate the facility and build programming, they added another critical layer—ongoing 
use and engagement. Facilities don’t create impact on their own; organized activity does. 

What makes this partnership especially effective is how it compounds over time. Support from Pepsi-Cola 
through a community grant, along with contributions from local businesses, shows how visible success attracts 
further investment. As the complex evolved from two basic fields with dirt paths into a multi-field venue with 
expanded parking, signage, and improved access, it became a symbol of momentum. Each improvement signals 
to the community that collaboration works—and that progress is worth supporting. 

The enrichment goes both ways. The Chamber gains a tangible success story which demonstrates its 
commitment to community development beyond commerce. The Owensville Lions Club gains a high-impact 
project that amplifies its mission and visibility. The Owensville Athletic Association gains a home to grow and 
consolidate its youth programs. And the 
broader community gains a shared space 
that fosters improved quality of life, 
recreation, exercise, connection and 
pride. 

If necessity is the mother of invention, 
the Owensville Lions Club is the father 
of accomplishment. In the end, these 
kinds of partnerships don’t just build a 
sports complex—it serves as a template 
which builds trust, alignment, and a 
stronger foundation for future 
collaboration and exhibits the Owensville 
Lions Club serves and shows “Where 
there is a need, there is a Lions Club!" 

 

 



 

 

The expanded parking lot is full at The 
Owensville Lions Sports Complex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The newly lighted fields are in use at The 
Owensville Lions Sports Complex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The concession stand/equipment storage/bathrooms building is centrally located between the four fields at The 
Owensville Lions Sports Complex. 



 

This is our only T-
ball field, but all of 
them drain 
incredibly well. 
Owensville had 5 
inches of rain 
ending Tuesday 
night and two days 
later the woman 
who preps the 
fields had them 
already to be used! 

 

 

 

This is our 
pitching 
machine field-
The Short 
Blankenship 
Field-named 
after the 
excavator who 
leveled the first 
two fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WARDSVILLE 

 

 

 



BRAZITO-HONEY CREEK 
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For the Lions year 2025-2026, 7,871 eyeglasses and 297 hearing aids were collected from the 
JC Host Lions’ drop boxes for recycling.  Lions Billy and Janice Bonnot worked 38.75 hours 
collecting and sorting these glasses and hearing aids.  The collected eyeglasses are given to the 
MO Lions Eyeglass Center in North Jefferson City.  Hearing aids and accessories are delivered 
to the Missouri School of the Deaf in Fulton. 
 
Lion Billy has been collecting these eyeglasses since 2006 (20 years). The eyeglasses were 
originally delivered to Saving Sight in Columbia, MO.  When the Columbia office was closed 
the MO Lions Recycled Eyeglasses facility was moved to Jefferson City and is completely 
administered by MO Lions.  For many years Lion Nan Blakemore delivered the recycled 
hearing aids to the MO School of the Deaf.  Many thanks to Lions Billy and Nan for their many 
years of service to the recycled eyeglasses and hearing aids program. 
 
A few months ago, we added cardboard drop boxes (purchased from LCI) at the MO River 
Regional Library (children's area) and at Sam's Club Vision Care department. Attached is the 
spreadsheet for 2025-2026 Recycled Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids program. 
 
Lion Janice Bonnot 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHOW ME LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING 
The Show Me Lions Eyeglass Recycling Facility is located at 710 Sandstone in Cedar City / 
North Jefferson City, Missouri.  Your group can help sort eyeglasses.  To volunteer at the 
building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 314-304-5054 or email donsoph@hotmail.com or Lou 
Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or email balloonsisters@aol.com. 
Lohman Lions Alberta and Gary Zumwalt are in charge of filling orders for recycled eyeglasses 
for mission trips.  If anyone wants to contact them to help with this task, their phone number is 
573-782-3560.  Also, if anyone knows of a mission group that wants recycled eyeglasses, they 
can submit an email request to: showmelionseyeglassrecycling@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL REQUEST:  We are in need of more volunteers to come to the building to work on 
eyeglasses - sorting, washing and reading, in order to be able to provide glasses to 
those that need them.  Mission trips have increased and we need volunteers to be 
able to have glasses ready for distribution.  If you cannot volunteer to work at the 
building but do collect glasses, you can still help.  Glasses can be sorted by:  
readers, adult prescription, kids prescription, adult sunglasses and kids sunglasses.  
It would also help if the glasses were taken out of the cases, since we have no 
source for cases.  All broken, scratched and parts-missing glasses can be separated 

and labeled as scrap which can be used to get 
money to use for shipping out the glasses for 
mission trips.  All of this would help 
immensely.  Thank you! – Alberta To volunteer 
at the building, contact:  Lion Don Soph, PDG, 
314-304-5054  or email donsoph@hotmail.com 
or Lou Ann Hathcock, PDG, 573-338-4687 or 
email balloonsisters@aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


