Writing a book


First time writing a book?
There is a free outline available on my website to help get you started. Search the top of the homepage for the document; There is a pdf fill-in version and a printable version. Click the link below to access the download
Books by Black Authors

Book writing resources
You will need:
· Copyrights (go to the Library of congress website. Create an account, then find the option for registering your work. There are several options; email RT Stokes at atebooksz@gmail.com if you need help making a choice. 
*Click the link below to get to the website

https://eservice.eco.loc.gov/siebel/app/eservice/enu?SWECmd=GotoView&SWEView=VBC+User+Registration+Initial+Form+View&SWERF=1&SWEHo=&SWEBU=1&SWEApplet0=VBC+User+Registration+Initial+Form+Applet&SWERowId0=VRId-0

· ISBN’s (FYI you can also get your copyrights here, but I recommend going straight to the government and cut out the third party. The price for ISBN numbers are $125). Click the website below to check out the options and to buy your ISBN)
Buy ISBNs | Bowker | Identifier Services
-   Library of congress control number (good to have so that libraries can have your book in stock where applicable. This one is free, and is also through the library of congress. Link below
	* create account/apply for LCN Publisher Login - PPBL Publisher Portal
	* Other helpful link About PrePub Book Link | PrePub Book Link | Programs | Library of Congress


Publishing platform
I publish on Amazon, and I always select the expanded distribution option; with that, your book will be made available at other retailers such as Barnes and Noble. 
On amazon’s Kindle direct publishing (KDP), you can set your own prices
The link to amazon KDP for uploading your book is below
	Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing: Self-publish your book to Amazon's Kindle Store

Book formatting
Use Kindle Create to format your book (you will first type your document in the Microsoft word program, then upload to kindle create.) it helps you put your book together with table of contents and other book elements for easy uploading to the KDP platform. The link to kindle Create is below
	Getting Started with Kindle Create

Important things to know
· If you have published your book on amazon and chose to add your book to KDP select, you will NOT be able to publish the Ebook version of your book anywhere else without violating amazon’s terms of services!
· Using amazon’s (free) ISBN codes restricts you to their system. It’s good to purchase your own from a company like Bowker where you have more control of your publishing rights!
· Writing your book is just the first step to accomplishing your goal. Once your project is finished, the next step is to market and promote so that you can reach readers who are looking for what you have to offer. In this case, google and ChatGPT is your friend. However, I have discovered some ways to increase my visibility; one of those ways includes working with upcoming and fellow authors like yourself. If you are interested in networking, send an email to atebookz@gmail.com  with the subject line, “let’s network.”
	
	
Other publishing platforms (Paperbacks only, if you have enrolled your Ebook with amazon’s KDP select program)
· Barnes and Nobles Sign In | B&N Press
· IngramSpark Ingram Publishings
· Books a million Author & Publisher Services | Books-A-Million Publishing
· Palmdale city library (register as a vendor) PlanetBids Vendor Portal
· Walmart Marketplace Walmart Marketplace - Let's grow together!
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