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The Machine: 
Discussion Questions

1) What did you imagine the 
machine you created was?

2) What was your part in 
making it?

3) How could we make the 
machine better?

4) Was it difficult to keep your 
concentration until everyone 
was creating the machine?



New Word of the Day: 
GIVEN CIRCUMSTANCES

Given Circumstances: “the plot of the play, 
the epoch (time in a person’s life), the time 
and place of the action, the conditions of 
life, the director’s and the actor’s 
interpretation, the setting, the properties, 
lighting, sound effect – all that an actor 
encounters while he creates a role” (pg. 26 
“The Stanislavski System” by Sonia Moore)

Stanislavski’s Given Circumstances Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-tcPRWgwKI. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-tcPRWgwKI


Given Circumstances: General vs Specific 

General Given Circumstance of Where “Place”: Farm

Specific and Detailed Given Circumstance of Where “Place”: 100-year-old 

unkempt farm in rural Missouri that has been passed down for generations 

General Given Circumstance: Specific and Detailed Given Circumstance:





FAIRYTALE 
EXAMPLE: 

CINDERELLA

Cinderella Being Bossed 
Around by her Stepmother 

Scene: 
https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=urGE_tcx9JA. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urGE_tcx9JA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urGE_tcx9JA


Given Circumstances in Cinderella Scene:

• What’s the character’s name? Cinderella 

• Scene? Cinderella cleaning and being bossed around by her 
stepmother/stepsisters

• What are their favorite things? Daydreaming and her mouse 
friends 

• What are they wearing? Old blue and brown rag dress with 
white dirty apron. 

• Who makes up their family? Evil Stepmother and Stepsisters 
(mother and father died), Lucifer the cat, and Jaq and Gus the 
mice 

• Do they have any friends? Jaq and Gus 

• How have they found themselves in the situation they are 
in? Both her parents died and now she lives with her evil 
stepmother/stepsisters, who are mean to her and force her to do 
all the housework.

• Are they cold, hot, hungry, in a rush or in any pain? She is 
in a big rush to fulfill the nonstop demands of her stepmother 
and stepsisters. She seems to be quite upset by the long to do list 
her stepmother gives her. 



How Given Circumstances 
Help Us Understand and 
Create Characters 





LET’S TRY IT OUT!!! 
Steps for Success: 
1) Pick a character and scene from your favorite fairytale 

and write down answers to questions on your 
handout based on the character/scene you chose 

2) Once you find all the information on your 
character/scene, you will be split into groups of 2-3 
and discuss how your chosen characters might 
move/speak based on your chosen scene and Given 
Circumstances

3) You will then take a few minutes to walk around the 
room as your character, then perform a 3–5-minute 
improvisation with your group using your chosen 
character/scene







Pick a short scene from a 
book or movie and write 
down 15 specific Given 
Circumstances of your 
favorite character; be 

ready with your 
character and their Given 
Circumstances next class 

for a small group 
discussion and 
improvisation. 
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