Urban Deer Management Landowner Considerations for Hunting
1. Landowners are within their legal rights to hunt deer on their property or allow hunting access to others on their property. State law requires permission from the landowner to hunt on private property (TCA 70-4-106). It is advisable for hunters to obtain written permission from the landowner but not necessary.

2. Landowners are not liable for the safety of others using their land for recreational activities, such as hunting, unless there is gross negligence and failure to warn against a dangerous condition, use, structure, or activity (TCA 70-7-102).

3. Archery hunting is the safest method in urban/suburban areas with a high density of houses. An arrow projectile is much less likely than a bullet to travel a long distance and hit an unintended target. Archers should hunt from an elevated position to allow the ground to act as a backstop for their arrow, greatly reducing risk. Archery equipment is also significantly quieter than a gunshot, reducing community disturbance and alarm. Hunters should take every precaution to make sure an ethical and effective archery shot is taken. 

4. Landowners can dictate the rules that hunters follow while on their property. This includes, but is not limited to, hunting method, time of day hunted, and sex or age class of deer to be harvested. In areas of high deer density and conflict, it is advised to focus harvest on adult female deer as they are the reproductive segment of the population. 

5. Landowners can ask to see proof of valid hunting license and permit before allowing hunting permission. If a landowner deems their rules are not being followed by hunters or safety is a concern, they can revoke their hunting permissions at any time. 
 
6. A deer struck by an arrow may travel onto a neighboring property before mortality ensues, even if a good, ethical shot is made. Permission to access the neighboring property to retrieve the carcass is required. Otherwise, the act is considered trespassing. To this point, it would be beneficial to develop a cooperation of neighbors that will allow permission for carcass recovery.

7. Depredation permits can be issued to landowners by a wildlife officer of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency when evidence of property destruction by wildlife is provided (TCA 70-4-115). Depredation permits may be available for use outside of regular deer hunting seasons for a designated number of problem animals. Permit stipulations are at the discretion of the wildlife officer. These permits may allow for lethal removal of deer from the specified property by the landowner or other designees. It is much preferred to address deer conflict issues during the deer hunting seasons.

8. Consider donating harvested deer to food bank programs if the meat will not be utilized by the hunter. Tennessee Wildlife Federation’s Hunters for the Hungry program is a great, easy way to provide hunger relief. Drop off field-dressed carcasses to participating meat processors listed on their website free of charge: https://tnwf.org/fight-hunger-this-fall/
