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Hepatitis B
Cases, Deaths, and Vaccination Rates

Hepatitis B (hep B), according to the CDC, is “a
contagious virus that is transmitted through blood,
blood products, and other body �uids (such as
semen)… Symptoms include a sudden fever,
tiredness, loss of appetite, nausea, vomiting, stomach
pain, dark urine, joint pain, and yellowing of the skin
and eyes (jaundice).”

Hepatitis B History 
In 1965, Baruch Blumberg, MD, PhD, an American
doctor who won the Nobel Prize in Medicine (1976)
for his work on hepatitis B, matched a protein found
in an Australian aborigine’s blood with an antibody
found in an American hemophiliac. First called the
“Australian antigen,” it was discovered to be the
hepatitis B virus and provided a source for the
vaccine created in 1969. Because the virus could not
be recreated in a lab, the �rst vaccine was a heat-
treated form of the virus. In 1981, the FDA approved
Heptavax-B, a vaccine created by Maurice Hilleman,
PhD. Because Heptavax-B used human serum and
the fear of HIV infection was high, a new recombinant
DNA vaccine, Recombivax HB, was licensed on June
23, 1986 that did not use human serum. As of July
2014, two hepatitis B vaccines are used, Engerix-B
and Recombivax, as well as Twinrix (a hepatitis A and
hepatitis B combination vaccine).

Microscopic view of the hepatitis B virus 

Source: Sano� Pasteur, “Hepatitis B Virus (HBV),”

www.�ickr.com, Aug. 7, 2013
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Below are three graphs. The �rst shows the number
of hepatitis B cases in the United States, adults and
children, from 1966 to 2013. The second graph
shows the number of deaths caused by the hepatitis
B virus in adults and children from 1979 to 2013. And
the third graph shows the hepatitis B vaccination
rates among children aged 19 to 36 months in the
United States since 1995.

As of Aug. 18, 2014, the CDC recommends that
children receive the �rst dose of the hepatitis B
vaccination at birth.
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Related Links:
1. MMR vaccine 
2. Polio vaccine 
3. Varicella vaccine

4. DTap vaccine 
5. Hib vaccine

 

https://vaccines.procon.org/additional-resources/measles-mumps-and-rubella-german-measles-cases-and-deaths-and-mmr-vaccination-rates/
https://vaccines.procon.org/additional-resources/polio-cases-deaths-and-vaccination-rates/
https://vaccines.procon.org/additional-resources/varicella-chickenpox-cases-deaths-and-vaccination-rates/
https://vaccines.procon.org/additional-resources/diphtheria-tetanus-lockjaw-and-pertussis-whooping-cough-cases-and-deaths-and-dtap-vaccination-rates/
https://vaccines.procon.org/additional-resources/hib-cases-deaths-and-vaccination-rates/
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https://images.procon.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/cdc-reported-cases-and-deaths-from-vaccine-preventable-diseases.pdf
https://vaccines.procon.org/history-of-vaccines/
https://vaccines.procon.org/should-any-vaccines-be-required-for-children-pro-con-quotes/
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1. Vaccine Histories and Impact on 10 Diseases

2. Should All Americans Have the Right (Be Entitled) to Health Care?

3. State Vaccination Exemptions for Children Entering Public Schools
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Colleen Finley 9 Jan

ABSOLUTELY NOT!!! Slavery was
abolished, they were free to go…
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3 Pros & Cons - ProCon.org

Juliette0 9 Dec

I think statues of people who
have impacted history should …
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I agree that consequ
to actions are alway
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