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No. 4: There’s an App for That

Bon retour a tous!

This edition we focus on the necessary
apps, the useful apps, the important apps,
the quirky apps, etc. There’s only one app
that's required...but the rest are highly
recommended!



Our Must-Have App

You will need to download WhatsApp to your phone and
be comfortable using it, as this will be our primary form
of group communication in Paris.

WhatsApp is a chat service, like you already have as a
feature on your phone, but it allows us to seamlessly share
texts, voice messages, high-res photos, documents (such
as our schedule while in Paris), and more. Because it is
platform-agnostic, all communication is easily accessible

by everyone in the group, whether you have an iPhone

or an Android. Plus, many businesses in Europe use
WhatsApp as a means of customer communication. Trust
us, it makes scoring a reservation or booking a service
much easier than trying to get through with a call!

How to get started with WhatsApp

WhatsApp is available for both Android and iPhone; you
can find it on the Google Play Store or Apple App Store.
The system requirements are Android 4.1 or newer or i0OS
12 or newer, so compatibility shouldn't be a problem. The
only requirement is an active cellular plan, as registration
is based on your cell phone number.

Setting up WhatsApp is very straightforward. When you
open the app for the first time, you'll be guided through a
few set-up steps. Enter your mobile phone number when
prompted, and this becomes your WhatsApp “address”
and account ID. An SMS message will be sent to confirm
that you actually own the number in question.

If you're using an Android phone, WhatsApp will pick up
this SMS message automatically in most cases and carry
on with the registration process. Registering WhatsApp
on an iPhone may require you to manually punch in the



six-digit code, or at least tap on the
autofill code above your keyboard, much
like how SMS two-factor authentication
works in other apps.

Once your phone number has been regis-
tered, there are a couple more prompts
including permission to access your con-
tacts and photos—both completely op-
tional—after which you'll be ready to go.

Look for Deb Barrett at 630 207 0357

and Susan Schultz at 212 352 9968.

Send us a message asking to be added to

the Paris Jan 2026 group and we'll send

you a confirmation. That's it for now...but

the sooner you sign up, the sooner you'll

start receiving additional info on Paris

events—and not just those associated with DecoOff!

WhatsApp on your computer

You can get WhatsApp on your Mac or Windows PC, but
while the Mac version works for lap/desktops, iPads and
Apple Watch, the Android version is lap/desktop only.
For Androids, it's important to note that this isn't a stand-

alone app. Instead, it's a companion to
WhatsApp on your Android phone.

To use WhatsApp on another device,
you'll need to link your computer with
WhatsApp using your phone. The first
time you open WhatsApp Desktop, you'll
be shown instructions on how to do this,
including a QR code you can scan from
WhatsApp on your phone. If you're bring-
ing a laptop or Apple tablet, this is some-
times an easier way to catch up on and
respond to group messages once we're
all back in our hotel rooms!

IMPORTANT! You must have WhatsApp

active and be part of the Paris Jan 2026

group in order to participate in all Decor
Tours group events. Link for iPhone, and Android, and for
Apple lap/desktop and PC lap/desktop.



https://apps.apple.com/us/app/whatsapp-messenger/id310633997
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=whatsapp&c=apps&hl=en_US
https://www.whatsapp.com/download
https://apps.microsoft.com/detail/9nksqgp7f2nh?hl=en-US&gl=US

Getting Around

We’ll be walking (a lot), and taking the Metro (a lot), but
sometimes all you want to do is get off your feet and get
back to the hotel quickly!

Google Maps

iPhone Android

We've created custom Google maps for our group, so
if you don't already have this on your phone, you really
should add it!

Bonjour RATP

iPhone Android

This is the official Paris Metro app that lets you plan routes
and understand where to transfer across Metro and subur-
ban trains, the tram system and city busses. Plus you can
also now buy tickets directly through the app, check to see
if there are any delays/disruptions on your routes, etc.

SCNF Connect

iPhone Android

A similar app but for the nationwide railway service, in
case you're coming to or leaving Paris by rail.

TGV InOui

iPhone Android

For inter-Europe trains, or if you want to take the Chunnel
to London, you'll need this app.



https://apps.apple.com/us/app/google-maps/id585027354
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.maps
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bonjour-ratp/id507107090
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fabernovel.ratp
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sncf-connect-trains-routes/id343889987
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=sncf+connect+app&c=apps
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/tgv-inoui-pro/id500701791
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=tgv+inoui&c=apps&hl=en_US

There are several 3rd-party apps for Paris Metro and Bolt

general city navigation that are helpful, because they are iPhone Android

focused specifically on routes and trip planning, without all ~ An Uber alternative that is extremely popular in

the extra content the official apps have. These include Europe. You may often have better luck using Bolt
Metro Paris — iPhone only than Uber. Note: There is Lyft in Paris, if you prefer
Paris Metro — iPhone and Android that over Uber, but honestly it's a distant 4th to Bolt,
Citymapper — iPhone and Android Uber and G7.

Taxis & Car Services G7

If those dinner reservations you booked are across town, iPhone Android

the front desk or concierge at the hotel can book a car,or  This is the local Paris “taxi” app, with sometimes
the doorman can hail a taxi, but if you're out and about and faster response times than Uber, but typically more
just want to “not deal” with expensive

the Metro, try:

Black Lane
Uber iPhone Android
iPhone Android This is an international
If you've never used this limo service, just in
app, it's very simple to set case you really want
up and install, and works in to travel in style.

almost every major city in
the world.


https://apps.apple.com/us/app/metro-paris-map-routes/id1296797383
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/paris-metro-map-and-routes/id527534137
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.mxdata.parismetro
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/citymapper-all-live-transit/id469463298
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=Citymapper&c=apps
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/uber-request-a-ride/id368677368
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=Uber&c=apps&hl=us
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bolt-request-a-ride/id675033630
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ee.mtakso.client
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/g7-taxi-book-a-taxi/id402196027
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=g7+taxi+paris&c=apps&hl=us
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/blacklane-book-luxury-travel/id524123600
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=blacklane&c=apps&hl=us

Culture, Tourism, & Dining

If you’re planning to visit specific
museums, or book a restaurant,
these might come in handy!

Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris
iPhone Android

The official application of Notre-Dame de Paris (avail-
able in English) will allow you reserve your free entry and
includes audio tours detailing both original details and
information regarding the restoration.

Notes: Time slots for visits are released gradually, some-
times only a few hours before the visit. At the most, slots
are available 1-2 days in advance, which is why we find the
app handy vs. booking via the website. You can do it more
spur-of-the-moment while stopping for a coffee, etc. And
while a reservation is not necessary, we highly recom-
mend it.

The Cathedral is usually open from 8:00 AM to 7:00

PM every day, and until 10pm on Thursdays, although
opening times may vary for special events. On weekdays,
Masses are celebrated at 8:00 AM, 12:00 PM, and 6:00
PM. Additional masses may be scheduled for feast days,
so keep that in mind when scheduling your visit.

Website ticket link, if you prefer.



https://apps.apple.com/us/app/cath%C3%A9drale-notre-dame-de-paris/id6738346001
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=fr.notredamedeparis.app
https://resa.notredamedeparis.fr/en/reservationindividuelle/tickets

Chateau de Versailles

iPhone Android

The official app of this always-in-demand destination. It
provides opening times, transportation, and other FAQ's,
along ticketing options and access to the online boutique.

While onsite, there are various audio tours, interactive
maps, all with audio, text, and/or video “bonuses” for more
in-depth information. All of these are accessible on-site

options are available off-line so no wifi connection needed.

Most of the other major Paris museums, etc., do not have
their own apps. You can search for third-party guide apps
for the Louvre, Musée d’'Orsay, etc., and choose which
ones you're most comfortable with.

But, one recommendation we do have is to try
BloombergConnects; an app that partners with various
cultural institutions around the world. In Paris, there is an
interactive guide to the Musée des Arts Décoratifs, as well
as static guides to the Arc de Triomphe, the Catacombes,
the Conciergerie, the Palais-Royale, and many of the city’s
smaller museums.

BloombergConnects: Art + Culture

iPhone Android

For dining, we have a couple of pieces of advice:

1) If you are determined to get into a specific restaurant,
start your research now! Some hot spots open up reserva-
tions only a month in advance, on specific days/times.

2) If you don't know yet where you'd like to try, start re-
searching by key words. Do you want a night view of the
Eiffel Tower? Sit at a chef’s table? Instagramable interiors?
Have the best cassoulet in Paris?

Once you have some plans, take advantage of our hotel’s
concierge service. Email them your info and requests and
ask them to try to score rezzies for you.

3) For apps, we suggest downloading both The Fork and
the Michelin Guide. Many Parisian restaurants use The
Fork to manage their bookings, vs. Resy or similar apps in
the U.S. And the Michelin Guide, although it's a bit clunky
to use, can help steer you away from not-great to good/
better/best options, based on the neighborhood you're in
(or what to go to) and your budget.

The Fork
iPhone Android

Michelin Guide
iPhone Android



https://www.hoteledouard7-paris.com/services#section1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/thefork-restaurant-bookings/id424850908
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=the%20Fork&c=apps&hl=us
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-michelin-guide/id1541129177
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=michelin+guide&c=apps
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/palace-of-versailles/id948642447
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.sycomore.chateaudeversaille.activity&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/connects-arts-culture/id1476456847
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=bloomberg+arts+and+culture&c=apps&hl=en_US

Good to Have

A mix of apps we find helpful.

Translation
Everyone needs some help deciphering something—a
menu, a label, a sign, etc. And, when you want to very spe-
cific about an allergy, request, address confirmation, etc,
these apps are life-savers!
Google Translate

iPhone Android

DeepL
iPhone Android

In General

If you haven't already, download the app for your airline(s).
It's often hard to hear gate change, delays, and other an-
nouncements in busy airports.

Also download the apps for your credit cards and bank(s).
If something goes wrong with your credit or debit cards, or
if they get lost or stolen, these apps can provide immedi-
ate info, cancellation, re-issue of a new card and, in some
cases, issue a digital card for immediate use.

While in France, we recommend:

France 24, a French news station in English. Available
online as well.

iPhone Android

Flush, a toilet finder app that's not always 100% reliable,
but when you need it...

iPhone Android

And, if you've heard about how various regions, sectors,
etc. of France are often on strike—you heard right. For
updated information check C'est la Greve. There's no app,
but you can follow on FB, IG, LinkedlIn, etc.



https://www.france24.com/en/
https://www.france24.com/en/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/france-24-world-news-24-7/id364379394
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=France24&c=apps&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/flush-toilet-finder-map/id955254528
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/flush-toilet-finder-map/id955254528
https://www.cestlagreve.fr/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/google-translate/id414706506
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=google+translate&c=apps&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/deepl-translate/id1552407475
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=DeepL&c=apps&hl=en_US

If you'd like to do something interesting and off-the-beaten path, try Carom,
an app that connects people with local experiences in London, Paris and New
York. These include private gallery tours, intimate concerts, small group dining
meet-ups, and more.

iPhone Android

Another recent favorite is Le Walk, a free, immersive guide to the city that
opens your eyes to hidden gems, secret histories, and the stories behind build-
ings, neighborhoods, art, and more. It also has highlights and insights while
visiting the Louvre, Musée d'Orsay, Arc de Triomphe, L'Hb6tel des Invalides, and
key locations. But, available for iPhone only!

Paris is home to the street artist known as Invader, and if you look, you'll see

their signature pixelated installations throughout the city, often “in coversation’
with the neighborhood or nearby stores. “I've been taking pic-
tures of these for years, finding them at random” says Susan.
“But now, there’s an app, developed by the artist, to help find
them and it also documents those that have been removed.”
iPhone Android



https://apps.apple.com/us/app/carom-the-art-of-social/id1624512515
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.caromapp
mailto:https://www.lewalk.app/tours?subject=
mailto:https://apps.apple.com/ua/app/le-walk-audio-guides-tours/id6504635876?subject=
mailto:https://www.space-invaders.com/world/paris/?subject=
mailto:https://apps.apple.com/ua/app/flashinvaders/id895180919?subject=
mailto:https://play.google.com/store/apps/details%3Fid%3Dcom.ltu.flashInvader?subject=

French Language Apps

We’re not making any
recommendations here
because everyone
learns differently!

There are dozens of YouTube
videos, Facebook groups, Insta-
gram lessons, Spotify podcasts,
and more you can use to learn
with, if that's more your style. And
there are now lessons that use Al
to assist with your learning. But
these are the “big” and some not-
so-big names those in previous
groups have used.

Babbel

Duolingo LingoPie

Pimsleur BBC

Rosetta Stone Busuu

Mondly TV Monde 5

Rocket Languages French Pod
JumpSpeak The French Experiment

Lawless French

InnerFrench
TalkPal
Promova

Mango
Preply


https://my.babbel.com/en/onboarding/default/0?learn_lang=FRA&return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fget.babbel.com%2Fpromo_ame_usa-en_sembr_desktop_prices
https://www.duolingo.com/course/fr/en/Learn-French
https://www.pimsleur.com/learn-french/
https://www.rosettastone.com/
https://www.mondly.com/
https://www.rocketlanguages.com/
https://www.jumpspeak.com/
https://lingopie.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/
https://www.busuu.com/en-us/register?learning=fr
https://apprendre.tv5monde.com/en
https://www.frenchpod101.com/
https://www.thefrenchexperiment.com/
https://www.lawlessfrench.com/faq/lessons-by-level/
https://innerfrench.com/
https://talkpal.ai/get-started/en
https://promova.com/page/learn-languages
https://mangolanguages.com/available-languages/french/
https://preply.com/en/blog/how-to-learn-french-step-by-step/
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