
N E P H I T E  P R E PA R AT I O N S  F O R  
W A R  ~  A L M A  4 3

B R O T H E R  R I V E R A  -  B Y U  R E L A  1 2 2  ~  L E S S O N  5



P R E FA C E  T O  W A R

• 18th Year of reign of the Judges - vs. 3 

• Zoromites ally with the Lamanites, 
they join forces, and become 
Lamanites - vs. 4 

• Lamanite army in the thousands - vs. 5 

• Nephites prepare for war with them 

• Nephites gather to defend Jershon, 
where the poor Zoramites now live



P R E S I D E N T  E Z R A  
TA F T  B E N S O N

H O W  D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T  L I V E  I N  W A R



Z E R A H E M N A H  ~  
L A M A N I T E  L E A D E R

• Zerahemnah - Zoramite General of 
Lamanite Army - vs. 5 

• Places Amalekite chief captains over 
Zoramite forces - vs. 6 

• Amalekites are dissented Nephite warriors  

• Still followed violent traditions of 
Amulon, Nehor, & Amlici (Mosiah 23, 
Alma 2, 21) 

• Amalekite warriors hated the Nephites 
more than the Lamanites did - vs. 7



Z A R A H E M N A H ’ S  
W A R  P L A N

• To preserve hatred toward Nephites - 
vs. 7 

• To force the Nephites to submit 

• To stir the Lamanites to anger against 
the Nephites - vs. 8 

• To usurp great power over them 

• To bring the Nephites into bondage



N E P H I T E  W A R  P L A N

• To support their lands and families - vs. 9 

• To preserve them from enemies 

• To preserve their rights, privileges, 
liberty 

• To continue to worship their God in spirit 
and truth 

• To protect the people of Ammon, the 
Anti-Nephi-Lehi who supplied the 
Nephite army - vs. 12 - 13



E L D E R  L .  T O M  P E R R Y

B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  W R I T T E N  F O R  U S



– A L M A  4 3 : 1 5

“And it came to pass as the armies of the Lamanites had gathered 
together in the land of Antionum, behold, the armies of the Nephites 

were prepared to meet them in the land of Jershon.” 



C H I E F  C A P TA I N  
M O R O N I

• Commander of all the Nephite armies - vs. 16 

• Only 25 years old - vs. 17 

• He was a strong and mighty man  

• He had perfect understanding and was highly intelligent 

• He did not delight in bloodshed 

• His soul did joy in the liberty and freedom of his country  

• He did labor exceedingly for the welfare and safety of his 
people 

• He was firm in the faith of Christ 

• He swore an oath to defend his people, his rights, his 
country, and his religion, even to the loss of his blood - Alma 
48:11-13



T H E  F I R S T  B AT T L E  
O F  T H E  W A R

• The Nephites were prepared: 

• They had a brave, righteous leader 

• They were armed with weapons - vs. 
18 - 19 

• They had protective armor and 
shields - and the Armor of God 

• They were prepared to defend their 
families, land, rights, and religion



L A M A N I T E  A R M Y  
N O T  P R E PA R E D

• They only had weapons - vs. 20 

• They had no armor like the Nephites 

• They had no shields to protect 

• They were exceedingly afraid - vs. 21 

• They didn’t even fight and retreated - 
vs. 22



C A P TA I N  M O R O N I ’ S  
S E C R E T  W E A P O N S

• He sent spies to spy on the Lamanite 
camp - vs. 23 

• He sent messengers to Alma, the 
Prophet 

• The Lord revealed to Alma the 
Lamanite plans - vs. 24 

• Thus they were prepared



M O R O N I  D E F E N S E  
S T R AT E G Y

• Captain Moroni teaches us a Defense 
Strategy that works: 

• Preparations for Defense 

• Intelligence and watching the enemy 

• Faith and Trust in God 

• Purpose worthy to defend 

• A Winning Strategy, regardless of the 
size of the enemy! 



P R E S I D E N T  E Z R A  
TA F T  B E N S O N

W H AT  L E S S O N S  C A N  I  L E A R N ?


