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All Are Welcome
All Are Welcome, ELW hymn 641, text and 
music written by Marty Haugen, is an earworm 
that has been buzzing around in my head 
recently, looking ahead to September, and the 
beginning of many new things. New things can 
be exciting, but also a bit scary at the same time. 
Children and youth may have new teachers, new 

classmates, and new schools. Some adults may have new jobs, or are still 
getting the lay of the land with a new season. Some adults may have 
recently retired, and are wondering what their new rhythm of life will be. 
Regardless of what is new, or not new, all ARE welcome here! Some things 
this fall will be a continuation, like worship, which has been happening all 
summer. Some things will be new within something familiar, such as a 
new topic for confirmation, and new stories in LIFT, but confirmation and 
LIFT will be familiar to many of the participants. And some things will be 
brand new to everyone. Adult study options are being looked into, and 
there may be other new things happening as well. 

How are we welcoming to others? There will be some people we haven’t 
seen in a while, so we can welcome them back with a hug or handshake, 
and conversation to catch up. If we see someone we don’t recognize, do 
we talk to them, introduce ourselves, find out who they are, and show 
them around a bit, perhaps inviting them to stay for coffee fellowship 
time after worship? 

Are there things we could do to be more welcoming as a congregation? 
Are there changes to the building that need to be made? Are there 
changes to the bulletin or worship service that would be easier for new 
people to follow? Walk into the church, into worship, with the eyes of a 
new person. What do we automatically know how to do “because that’s 
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what we do here,” that could be confusing to a new person? How can we make things more 
accessible? 

Jesus welcomed ALL people. He welcomed the poor beggar, he welcomed the Pharisee Nicodemus, 
he welcomed stinky fishermen, he welcomed the outcast tax collector. He welcomes us today, on 
our good days and our bad days, when we are at our best, and at our worst. Let us work toward 
welcoming others, as Jesus did. 

“Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, a place where saints and children 
tell how hearts learn to forgive. Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of 
grace; here the love of Christ shall end divisions: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome 
in this place. 

“Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong a true, where all God’s children dare 
to seek to dream God’s reign anew. Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

“Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: a banquet hall on holy ground where 
peace and justice meet. Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; as we share in 
Christ the feast that frees us: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

“Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone to heal and strengthen, serve 
and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s 
face; let us bring an end to fear and danger: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place. 

“Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard and loved and treasured, taught 
and claimed as words within the Word. Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of 
grace, let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in 
this place.” 

Pastor Ann 
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Noisy Offering for August was collected for: 
World Hunger 

The total amount collected was:   $255.83.

Noisy Offering for September will be collected for the Wellness Room at P.A.S.
Thank you for your support of these important Outreach needs. 

*********************************************************** 

September will be off to a grand start on Sunday, September 3. It is Labor Day weekend, so 
many of you will probably be out doing family things – camping, getting the last school 
supplies, maybe moving a student into a dorm – and may not be in church. You are welcome 
whenever you can make it! 

Confirmation students and parents will meet on September 6th, at 6:15 pm, for an orientation 
session. 

September 10th will be our Rally Day, a day to gather as a congregation at the start of the new 
program year. We will have a special coffee fellowship time after church to honor Jeanine and 
Bill Olson, as they are moving to the Twin Cities in September, to be closer to their children. 

LIFT and confirmation classes begin September 13th; more information will be coming about 
what is happening that week. Please keep an eye on the LIFT and church facebook pages. 

Children in grades 4 and 3 will receive their 3rd grade Bibles, and those ages 4 and 3 will receive 
their 3-year-old Bibles, on Sundays in September and early October. Watch for letters in the 
mail! 

I hope you have had a great summer, and I look forward to seeing you in church! 

Pastor Ann 
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August 2023 Offerings 

Monthly Income Needed to Operate $17,800.00 
Weekly Offering – August 6th 
Weekly Offering – August 13th 
Weekly Offering – August 20th 
Weekly Offering – August 27th 

Now there are THREE METHODS to use Simply Giving: 

1. Your church offerings can be made weekly, every other week, or monthly through electronic funds transfer
from your checking or savings account.

2. Free Mobile Giving App enables your church offerings to be made securely from anywhere, with 1-
tap. Plus, it's completely FREE! 

3. Below is a Quick Response (QR) code. When you scan this barcode-like QR code image with a
smartphone's QR decoder, it will instantly connect you to the mobile version of the church's web page.

If you need more offering envelopes, please stop into the church pick up another book. 
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First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes – July 12th, 2023 

Members Present: Craig Thies, Pastor Ann, Thad Reinert, Mike Straw, Nicole Weber, Kristy 
Henriksen, and Marah Lytle. 

Call to Order: President, Craig Thies, called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 

Devotions: Devotion was led by Craig T. Next month Thad R will lead devotion. 

Treasurer’s Report: Thad R. went over the bills and pointed out that the Pipestone Building 
Materials and County Fair bills were for the fair stand. Kristy H. made a motion to pay the bills and 
Mike S. 2nd the motion and it was approved. 

Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the June meeting were reviewed. Kristy H. made a motion 
to accept the Secretary’s Report and Mike S. 2nd the motion and it was approved. 

Pastor’s Report: 

· Pastor Ann handed out her report for June and this was reviewed. 

· Pastor Ann discussed that she will be taking vacation July 17-21 but will be here Sundays July 16 
and 23. 

· The Council reviewed Pastor Ann’s upcoming date list, from her June report. A few notes are 
potluck after worship on July 16th, VBS in Jasper put on by Shetek Lutheran Ministries July 17th-
20th 1-5 pm, and a congregational meal at the fair stand on July 30th. 

President’s Report: 

· Partners in Ministry was a group put together when we didn’t have a pastor that disband once we 
got a pastor, wanting to bring the group back as a mission & outreach group part time. 

Vice-President’s Report: none 

Committee Reports – Round Table: 

· Congregational Life – Ingrid W. – the potluck at the parsonage is all planned. Congregational 
life committee has purchased/obtained DK BBQ, buns from Hank's, water bottles, and paper 
products. 

· Worship – Cristy A. – working on a plan to clean upstairs 
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· Mission & Outreach – Kristy H. – Noisy offering is going to Companion Synod in Africa in the 
month of July and looking for a local donation for August. Also looking for a Companion Synod in 
Africa member from Shetek to come talk to the congregation potentially end of July. Women are 
collecting school kit items. 

· Property Management – Mike S. – Main focus right now is the Fair Stand. The concrete is 
poured, and contractor is coming July 13th. 

· Adult Ed – none 

· Youth – Nicole Weber – none 

· Sunday School – none 

Old Business: 

· Fair stand Update: Double D trenched in the new sewer line. They had to tear up part of the street 
and the other stands also had to trench in new lines because they had clay lines and their lines were 
connected to ours. The concrete is poured. Ed Balster is the contractor and is starting July 13th. 
Mark Christensen is doing the electrical and working around the same time as Ed. Stainless steel 
appliances should be here next week. Thad R is going to work on getting internet at the fair stand 
for the cash register. The sign-up sheet is out (3 shifts). Craig T is going to go over the liability with 
the insurance company. 

· Nicole W made a motion to offer free meal tickets, ice cream cone tickets, and 2 ride tickets to 
kids 18 and under that are members and to offer free piece of pie tickets to all members. Kristy H 
2nd the motion and it was passed. 

New Business: 

· None 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm with the Lord’s Prayer. Next meeting will 
be Wednesday, August 9th at 7:30 pm. 

Marah Lytle, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Servants think of ministry as an 
opportunity, not an obligation.  They 
enjoy helping people, meeting needs 

and doing ministry. 

~Rick Warren 
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The new FLC Fairstand was a success at the 2023 
Pipestone County Fair!    We had a few kinks to work out 

the first day with everything being new and different 
but it worked beau�fully!    THANK YOU SO MUCH to all  
who worked to get the fairstand up and running and an 

extra special THANK YOU to all who stepped up and 
worked in the fairstand.    

We couldn’t do it without everyone’s help and we are 
SO BLESSED by each and every one of you!    We are so 

excited to see what the future holds for our fairstand all 
thanks to you, our wonderful church family! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We would like to cordially invite all members of First Lutheran 
Church to join us a�er worship next  

Sunday, September 10th in the Fellowship Hall for a 
farewell gathering for two of our long�me members, Bill & Jeanine 
Olson.    Bill & Jeanine will be moving to the Lino Lakes area to be 

closer to their children and grandchildren.   Help us to let them 
know how much they will be missed a�er a life�me of sharing their 

�me, talents and love of God with our church. 
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We would like to start a traveling social group – Golden Girls or Grumpy Ol’ Men - at First 
Lutheran. 

Nothing overwhelming, just a group of people (men and/or women) getting together once a 
month (or more!) to go visit with others in our church or community OR you are welcome to 

gather here at the church, if need be (we would just need to know a date and time).    
 If you would like to be a host or a participant, contact the church office or Craig Thies  

(605-413-7247).   There are a few details yet to be worked out, but we need to know if there is an 
interest .    More information will be posted so be watching for updates! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Are you looking for a great gift idea for a wedding or even Christmas? 

We have beautiful quilts and sturdy jean rugs for sale here at the church.   The rugs and quilts 
are displayed in the Fellowship Hall so stop in and take a look!    Quilts are $50 and rugs are 
priced on their individual tags.      We also have our church cookbooks available for $5.00!  

Payments can be made to FLCW and put in the office mailbox. 
 

 

 

Make sure to join us for Coffee Fellowship in the Narthex a�er 
worship every Sunday!!   It’s a great �me to visit with visitors 
to our church as well as other members.   If you would like to 
bring goodies to pass or help serve, there are sign-up sheets 

are in the Narthex  or you can contact Lori in the office!! 
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DON’T FORGET THE CHURCH DIRECTORY! 

If you have any pictures that you would like to share in the directory 
that you have taken at church activities, contact the church office.      
We would like to get more added before we print copies.   Please bring 
them in to the church office or email them to Lori at:   office@firstlutheranpipestone.org.  
If you have been able to get the directory app on your mobile devices or your computer, you 
can also print a copy of the directory any time.        
 

If you have any questions or problems accessing your directory or printing out a copy, please 
contact the church office.       
If you would like a copy of the directory printed, please contact the church office 

at 507-825-5837. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITATIONS 

If someone is ill or in need of a Pastoral visit, please call Pastor 
Ann or contact the Church office@ 825-5837. Please 

remember the following First Lutheran Church members in 
your prayers, send them a card, or stop to visit them. 

 

 

Kay Buranen &  Joyce Kunz Good Samaritan Communi�es, Pipestone 

Carol Foss Good Samaritan – Prairie Creek, Sioux Falls 

Darrell Foss Good Samaritan, Sioux Falls 

 

 

mailto:office@firstlutheranpipestone.org
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Pipestone Area Calendar of Events 
 

 

 

Pipestone County Hospice will be holding a 6-week adult grief support group from October 10th 
to November 14th at the Pipestone County Hospice House.   Grief support groups allow 

individuals mourning the loss of a loved on the chance to come together in a safe environment 
to discuss their experiences.   Mourners are given a space to share his/her thoughts and 

emotions.  The group will discover coping skills, discuss identity changes and find support.   
Meetings will be on Tuesdays from 10:00am – 11:00am at the Pipestone County Hospice House. 
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September 2023 

 

Dear FLCW, 

Welcome back to fall and its activities! This is my favorite time of year. 
 
Thanks to all who donated items, gave cash, and helped assemble the LWR School Kits. We made 110 
backpacks. Most of our supply of the items for next year is low. Not much to store, which is a good 
thing. 
 
Six women visited Painted Prairie Winery near Currie. They enjoyed lunch, wine tasting, and a self 
guided tour. A cannon to scare the birds was a unique experience. 
 
Quilting continues this month. Meet at the church at 9:30 am on Thursday, September 14 and Thursday, 
September 28. We could use more help. All you need to know is how to tie a knot! 
 
Group Circle is scheduled for Tuesday, September 26 at Shetek Lutheran Ministries. Meet at the 
church at 9:30 to drive to Shetek for coffee and goodies. We will have our September 2023 Gather 
Bible Study, and enjoy lunch at the camp. Cost for lunch is $10. We ca also walk around the camp to 
enjoy the fall foliage around the camp and lake. 
 
We will also be discussing the cake pan fundraiser and Kaffi Ti. How much are you willing to pay for a 
personalized cake pan? It looks like $32 plus $4 shipping and handling is what it would be for items 
like we did several years ago. That would have us make $8 per item. Bring your ideas on this to the 
meeting or call me if you are unable to attend. It also looks like the date for Kaffi Ti may need to go 
back to our original date-the second Saturday in December. We also need to discuss what the event 
will look like. Bring your ideas on Kaffi Ti, too. 
 
The Shetek Conference Fall Gathering will be held at Shetek Lutheran Ministries on Saturday, 
September 30 beginning at 9 am. Cost is $12.00 for the day. All officers are encouraged to attend and 
anyone is welcome. 
 
I will be travelling to Phoenix September 20-25 to attend the Triennial Gathering. I really hope the 
temperature is below 100 while I am there! I plan to learn new things and n=meet new people that have 
ideas for us in our corner of the world. 

 
See you in church!        
Kristy 
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Shetek Happenings 

Saturday, September 30th, 2023 
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5 Bible messages for youth that make a 
huge impact: 
By Rachel Blom   December 15, 2022, from www.churchleaders.com/youth 
 
1. God loves you, no matter what. 
This is the most important truth of them all and one that we should 
keep repeating every single time we talk to teens. No matter what you 
have done, no matter what you will do, God will always love you. He loves you 

even if you’re the biggest sinner that ever walked the face of the earth.   There is 
absolutely nothing you could ever do that would make God stop loving you. Let’s tell teens 

that and affirm them in God’s love for them again and again. 
 
2. I love you. 
It may sound too cheesy to say, but do you know how many teens are longing to hear someone say this to them? 
Show them you love them in spending time with them, investing in a relationship with them. But don’t forget 
to say the words as well. Hey man, I love you, you’re like a little brother to me, you know that? I love you girl; I’m so blessed to 
know you and to have you in my life. Say the words and watch them make a difference. 
 
3. I forgive you. 
Teens will mess up. At one point or another, they will make a mistake, cost you money or end up hurting you. 
How you react to this can have a huge impact on them. The words they need to hear are: I forgive you (possibly 
followed by: And I still love you!). Teens need to know that they have the room for mistakes, that messing up 
every now and then is OK. 
 

4. No.  
I’ve been reading a book called Generation iY and the author paints a startling picture of the current 
generation of teens (I’ll be reviewing the book later this week). One of the things he states is that this 
generation is spoiled. On one hand, their parents are usually overprotective and hovering, but on the other hand 
they are afraid to set clear boundaries, deny their kids’ requests and simply say no. 
 
Teens need boundaries, they need rules, and they need to hear you say no. As a youth leader, it’s important to 
remember that you are not their buddy or BFF, you are their leader. They follow you, not the other way around. 
That means setting boundaries and lovingly saying no when teens cross them. You may feel like you’re hurting 
them by saying no, but in the end, it’ll be better for them…and for you. 
 
5. Hang in there and don’t quit. 
Barnabas is the best example of an encourager in the Bible. What hit me as I read about him encouraging young 
believers was his message to them: 

“(…) strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith and saying: ‘We must go through many 
tribulations enter the kingdom of God.’” (Acts 14:22 NKJV) 

 
Encouraging our teens doesn’t mean telling them it’s all gonna be OK, that things will look better tomorrow or 
that others have it way worse. Barnabas encouraged young believers by telling them the truth: Struggles and 
trials are part of life as a Christian. Just hang in there and don’t give up. And I’d like to add: And you’re not 
alone. Those are words teens need to hear. 
 

https://churchleaders.com/author/rachel-blom
https://churchleaders.com/worship/worship-videos/261559-andy-stanley-god-loves-no-matter.html
https://churchleaders.com/youth/youth-leaders-articles/336435-why-is-youth-group-important.html
https://churchleaders.com/children/childrens-ministry-blogs/150182-kidmin_generationiy_parents.html
https://churchleaders.com/youth/youth-leaders-articles/313310-how-can-youth-leaders-set-and-keep-emotional-boundaries.html
https://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/new-international-version-niv/acts-14-22?passage=Acts+14%3A22
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Being a teen has never been easy and it sure isn’t nowadays. Teens need our support and encouragement, both 
in their everyday struggles and in their faith. But let’s encourage them with the truth, not with platitudes. Let’s 
help them to continue in their faith, to hang in there and not quit. 
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A School Prayer for Balance 
"For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven."   

~Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

God, help my child to find balance as they begin a new routine over the course of the school 
year. Help them to wisely choose how to spend their time. Make room in their life for 

schoolwork, rest, friends, fun, and the other activities that they choose to pursue. Amen. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/ecclesiastes/3-1.html
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September 2023 Worship Assistants 

Date Worship Reader Acolytes Communion 
Assistant(s) 

Ushers 
*(captain) 

Sound 

9-3-2023 

*Holy 
Communion 

9:30 a.m. Kayla Royer 
Tommie 

Chaulsett 
Dave Dulas 

*Jerry Brockberg  
(cpt)  

-Mark Muller 
-Eric Brockb erg 

-Kyle Hansen 
-Eric Ossefoort 

Jason 
Weber 

9-10-2023 

*Holy 
Communion  

9:30 a.m. Kristy Henriksen 
Rhaelee 

Heidebrink 
Heather 

Heidebrink 

*Jerry Brockberg  
(cpt)  

-Mark Muller 
-Eric Brockb erg 

-Kyle Hansen 
-Eric Ossefoort 

Neil 
Johnson 

9-17-2023 

 
9:30 a.m. Gen Velde --- --- 

*Jerry Brockberg  
(cpt)  

-Mark Muller 
-Eric Brockb erg 

-Kyle Hansen 
-Eric Ossefoort 

Mark 
Zinnel 

9-24-2023 

 
9:30 a.m. Lori Ilse --- --- 

*Jerry Brockberg  
(cpt)  

-Mark Muller 
-Eric Brockb erg 

-Kyle Hansen 
-Eric Ossefoort 

Mike Straw 
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September Anniversaries 

  9-17 ~James & Jen Skyberg 
~Dave & Karli Buffington 

9-1 
~Bob & Audrey Hubner 

~Tim & Carla Stanga           9-22 ~Tylan & Krista VanderWal 

9-2 ~Jen & Brandon Prouty 9-26 ~Andrew & Kate Muller 

9-15 
~Russ & Lon Legler 

~Jon & Shelly Kozlowski 9-27 ~Rollie & Kim Wolff 

9-14 ~Derek & Kyleen Ilse 9-28 ~Josh & Megan Watts 

Wishing you a day of special moments for thankful remembering of all that has 
made your adventure of love a blessing and a joy. 

 

 September Birthdays 

9-1 Robert Petersen 9-19 Mitchell Biever          Bradley Hazelton 
Terry Swenson 

9-2 Russ Legler         Ava Muller      
Steve Sneller 9-20 Beth Larson 

9-3 Jim Lanoue       

9-5 Darren Baartman       Chris Hollingsworth 9-21 Jill Mabon          Zack Sneller 

9-6 Kayla Schulze          Brandon Willey 9-22 Barb Rieck 

9-7 Andrew Jansen 9-23 Scot Carstensen          LaVonne Lorang 

9-9 Carol Veen 

9-24 

Bridget Benz          Westin Buffington 
Mike Kent          Tyler Maschino 

        Kayleigh Straw           Ole Wilson 
Mark Zinnel 

9-10 Deanna Ahlers          Lindsay Burtzel 

9-11 Chuck Mickelson 

9-12 Diane Leslie          Dale Mathews 9-25 Ed Hansen          Billey Kay Knutson 
Matt McCorquodale 

9-13 Jill Boucher 

9-27 Chuck Sendelbach 9-15 Gail Barduson          Darrelyn Buffington 

9-16 Maya Johnson 

9-17 Savannah Bush          Emily Larson 
9-29 Rhaelee Heidebrink          Sailor Houselog 

Jon Klosterman 9-18 Jon Kozlowski          Wyatt Ossefoort 
Berit Wickland 

  

Wishing you happiness and peace in life and many more birthdays to bring you 
joy and love. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

1 
 

 

2 
 
 

3 
~9:30am Worship 

*Holy Communion 
(live-streamed) 

 

4 

 

5 
 

 

6 
 

~6:15pm 
Confirmation mtg 
for 6-8th gr parents 

& students 
 

~7:00pm - Church 
committee mtgs 

 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 
 

 
 

9 
 

 

10          
 

~9:30am Worship 
*Holy Communion 

 
~Blessing of 

Backpacks/bags 
 

~4th Grade receive 
Bibles 

 
~Farewell for Bill & 

Jeanine Olson 
following worship 

 
 

11 
 

 

12 
 

 

13 
 

~6:15pm – LIFT / 
Confirmation start 
LIFT picnic @SW 

Park 
 

~7:30pm - Church 
Council 

 
 
 

14 
 

~9:30am– 
Quilting 

 
 

 
 

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17 
 

~9:30am Worship  
(live-streamed) 

 
~3rd Grade receive 

Bibles 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

 
 

20 
 

~6:15pm – 
LIFT/Confirmation 

 
 

21 
 

 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 

~9:30am Worship-  
(live-streamed) 

 
~4yr-olds receive 

Bibles 
 
 

25 
 
 

 

26 
 
 

27 
 

~6:15pm – 
LIFT/Confirmation 
 

28 
 

~9:30am– 
Quilting 

 
 

 

29 30 
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The VOICE is produced monthly by First Lutheran Church (ELCA). 

Our  Church Staff 
Ministers  Members of First Lutheran  
Pastor Rev. Ann Zastrow 
Email:  pastor@firstlutheranpipestone.org 
  
Admin. Asst/Of�ice Mgr    Lori Ilse  
   Of�ice:  825-5837 

Email: of�ice@�irstlutheranpipestone.org 
Custodians: Mark Zinnel      Cell :820-2676 

                                 Home  825-2953 
Melissa Burnett  Cell :  215-0166 

 
  Church Of�ice      Phone: (507) 825-5837 

                  Fax:  (507) 825-5838 
 

Website: www.�irstlutheranpipestone.org  

Facebook: 
Google First Lutheran Church - Pipestone 

FB & hit the FB link on the webpage 

Congregational Contacts: 

President                                                                                   Craig Thies  
                                                                     Ph: 605-413-7247 
Vice President     

          
Secretary                  Marah Lytle 

Treasurer                                      Thad Reinert 

Financial Secretary     Melissa Burnett 

 

First Lutheran Church Women: 

President Kristy Henriksen    825-3122 

Treasurer Carol  Johnson 

Secretary Darlene Muller 

First Lutheran Church Council meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month @ 8 p.m. 

 

        

Worship schedule:    

• 9:30am Sundays at Church & live-streamed on Facebook 
• Radio Worship Broadcast:   10:30am Sundays on KLOH 1050AM 
• TV Public Access:   Wednesdays @12pm & 5pm on Channel 3 

 
 

First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
401 7th Avenue SW 
Pipestone MN   56164 

mailto:pastor@firstlutheranpipestone.org
mailto:office@firstlutheranpipestone.org
http://www.firstlutheranpipestone.org/
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