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Voice

of the First Lutheran Congregation

Waiting on the Next
Mountain Top Experience

by Dr. Joe Vettigrew

We all love the mountaintop experiences of faith—those mo-
ments when God feels undeniably close, prayers are answered
instantly, and our path seems crystal clear. These spiritual highs
are invigorating; they provide us with a panoramic view of God's
goodness and fill our lungs with the fresh air of hope. Naturally,
we want to stay there. We want to set up camp and live in that
state of elevation forever. However, the reality of our spiritual
journey is that we cannot always live on the peak. Between every
mountain range lies a valley, and often, that is where we find our-
selves waiting.

[t is easy to become discouraged when the excitement fades and
the routine of daily life sets in. We might feel like we are just bid-
ing our time, anxiously scanning the horizon for the next big spir-
itual breakthrough. But God does not intend for the time between
mountains to be wasted time. The valley is not just a path to get
through; it is fertile ground for growth. In the quiet lulls, when
the adrenaline of the mountaintop has worn off, our roots are
forced to go deeper. We learn to trust God not because of what we
feel, but because of who He is.

Waiting is an active stance of the heart, not a passive idling of the
soul. As Isaiah reminds us, those who wait upon the Lord are ac-
tually renewing their strength. It is in the day-to-day faithful-
ness—the reading of the Word when we don't feel like it, the
prayers whispered in the mundane moments—that spiritual mus-
cle is built. God is just as present in the lowlands as He is on the



summits. If you are currently in a season of waiting, do not despise it. Embrace the quiet work

God is doing in your character.

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

Isaiah 40:31

Thought Of The Day

He is preparing you, strengthening your wings, so that when the time comes to soar
again, you will be ready for the heights He has in store.

As I'm standing here working on this newsletter,
[ had
lunch with my son and his wife today - [ am always

my mind tends to wander and ponder.

so thankful to see them when I can because as we
all know, life gets busy and [ don’t get to see them
much.

We are in a transition here at FLC - again, but I
want to stay on the positive side of that. [ truly
believe that God puts things in our path or removes
things from our path for a reason - of which we re-

ally may never know the reason or understand it.

Several years ago, my son decided to join a Jeho-
vah congregation with his wife's family. [ was dev-
astated to say the least. No more birthdays, holi-
days and so on. So many tears, SO many ques-
tions, so many things | didn't understand. [ won-

dered WHY? - that was my big question.

We had a strong Lutheran faith as a family and a
strong connection our Lutheran church, but he
needed a little more perspective than what this
church gave him at that time in his life. He found
the answers to his questions elsewhere - in another

church, in another religion. Thankfully, our Lu-

theran faith and those freedoms of it allowed me to
attend the Kingdom Hall a few times - the first was
when my son preached about his grandpa

and how his grandpa influenced his faith. He still
holds his Lutheran faith in the

back of his mind and for that, [ am thankful. His
faith in God is strong, because of where his faith
began—here at FLC.

My point is this - this church, its teachings, our
learning, our leaders are an important part of what
makes our church successful or not. [ am sad to
see our pastor go - but God has a purpose for eve-
rything.  Let us use this time of unknowns to re-
evaluate where we want to be down the road,
where we want our children to be, what the future
of FLC will be. We need to do this as a CONGRE-

GATION - a CHURCH FAMILY.

One thing can never be taken away from you -
God’s love - regardless of your religion or how you
interpret it. God has put this change in our path
whether we like it or not. Let's work together for
the best future of First Lutheran. Much LOVE to

you my church family!


Lori Ilse
Highlight


COUNCIIL

Council Meeting Highlights for May 13th, 2026

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Sarah Meyer, Jim Hartke, Thad Reinert, Nicole Weber, Robert Baer-
enwald, Karen Boehm, Danielle Ossefoort, Cristy Appel, Al Hollingsworth
Absent: Marit Sterud,

¢ TREASURER’S REPORT: Motion made to pay Progress & Pye Barker out of the Building Fund.
Remainder of bills to be paid thru the General Fund. Motion made and passed. A quarterly
summary was completed and will be available for those who would like to see it. Motion to pay
pulpit supply plus mileage until a new pastor is acquired. Motion passed.

+ PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Pastor Heather from the Synod will lead worship on May 17th and would
like to meet with Council following the service to review the call process. Property manage-
ment will do an inspection prior to and after Pastor has moved out of the parsonage.

s VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Discussion on how members needing visits will work. Contact Lori
and we will get the process started with the appropriate people.

Congregational Life: Canaries baseball game on Wednesday, June 17th for Faith and Family
Night - tickets will be available to members soon!

<*

Worship: Lists of pastors from SD and MN Synods was collected.  Calls are being made to fill
in as many dates as possible. Several from the local area.  Must have on ordained pastor for
baptisms & communion.  Communion will be once a month.

<&

Property Management: Walker Bros will begin work on the bell tower later this month. Kitch-
en floor grout will be cleaned and lights are getting updated.  AC units need cleaning. Base-
ment fire escape in Youth room will get fixed also.

L

+ Adult Education: Robert attended Gustavus Adolphus for a one-day conference on April 18th.
He will also start looking in to a new summer adult-ed series.

+ NEW Business: More outlets needed in the fairstand; Motion made to take the rent/utilities
that Ann would need to pay for the parsonage from 5/25 to 6/30 would come from the original
$2000 the church was giving her for a housing allowance. The church would then pay her the
$500 difference at the end of the rental period pending inspection; Prayer Partners/Prayer
Chain - will be restarted by Sarah.

Meeting Adjourned
Next meeting: Wednesday, June 10th, 2026 @6:000m (please note the time change!)

Note to the congregation: We ask for your patience as we begin the process to find-
ing a new pastor. We are working on finding pulpit supply for the summer or until we find
a new pastor.



Noisy Offering for May was collected for:
Lutheran Disaster Relief
The total amount collected was: $251.88

Noisy Offering for June will go to the PAS KinderBuddy program & July goes to the
PAS Wellness Room

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THESE IMPORTANT OUTREACH NEEDS.

May 2026 Offerings

e o e I

Weekly Offering — week 1

Weekly Offering — week 2

Weekly Offering — week 3

Weekly Offering — week 4

Weekly Offering — week 5
MONTH-END TOTAL:

Needed / week:
4-week month = $5,288/week 5-week month = $4,230/week

**NEW AMOUNTS WILL BE POSTED ONCE THE 2026 BUDGET IS APPROVED.

[here are now THREE METHQDS to use Simply Giving:

1) Your church offerings can be made weekly, every other week (bi-weekly) or monthly automatically
through electronic funds transferred from your checking or savings accounts or by using your cred-
it card.

2) To the right (>) is a Quick Response (QR) code. When you scan the QR code
image with a smartphone’s QR decoder, it will instantly connect you to the mo-
bile version of the church’s Vanco/Simply Giving offering site. Just follow the
directions on your screen.

3) Be watching for other options as they become available.

4) Good ol offering envelopes - they are tried and true still today!!

Current Bell Tower fund balance (6/1/2026):
THANK YOU to all who have donated!!!




€hurch News, Events &
Happenin’s

VISITATIONS

If someone isill or in need of a Pastoral visit, please contact .
the Church office @ 825-5837. Remember the following
Rememben

First Lutheran Church members in your prayers, send

them a card, or stop to visit them. Our Femebound Members
Vera Newgard 734 W Church Av - Apt 2, Buffalo Lake, MN 55314
Joyce Kunz Good Samaritan Communities, Pipestone
Darrell Foss Good Samaritan, Sioux Falls

The Lodge Assisted Living - Mankato, MN
Send any letters or cards to: Kay Dubbelde
Kay Dubbelde Mankato Lodge Senior Living

1360 Adams St Apt 103 -

Mankato, MIN 56001

Prayers of comfort go out to the family of Rita Hazelton on the passing

of her father-in-law, Francis Hazelton on June 1st, 2026.

Yn God's Hands

2l Y Wedding Blessings & Congratulations. ...

to Laura Thode & Jake Kirlin who were married on Saturday, June 6th, 2026 in an
outdoor wedding. Jake and Laura have 3 boys, Connor, Keaton & Cooper.
Laura is the daughter of Gayl Thode and the late Jim Thode.

Holy Baptism Blessing

to Neal & Tishawnna Rohlk on the baptism of Claira Ann Rohlk
on Sunday, June 14th, 2026. Claira was born on February 22nd,
2026 and joins a sister, Amelia.
Claira’s grandparents are Joel & Annette Carpenter.

o . . . . - ' L3 B -~
May your heart always be filled with faith, your life with love and your path with God's /
guiding light!



20Zb Radio yga@réhiyé

THANK YOU all who give to the radio sponsorship —itis a
GREAT way to share the ministry here at First Lutheran!!

ﬂl

v

Communion Assistants, Lesson Readers & Acolytes are needed!!!

.-1.—'.

If you are able to help us out, please sign up on the clipboard in the Nar-
thex OR you can sign up online by using the QR code down on your left.

PS - DID YOU KNOW that you can also check to see when you are signed up by just
scanning the code!!

Looking for some help to run the iPad for our

Substitute Organ Service for Sunday Worship

Our beloved organist, Paul Henriksen and his wife Kristy will be
taking some well-deserved time off this summer to do some
traveling and visiting their children.  So, with that, we will be uti-
lizing our Substitute Organ Service which is done with an iPad.
It is VERY simple but we only currently have 2 people that run it
and can be a big commitment during the summer if they have
plans to travel or be out of town. The Worship Team will also
try to fill in as well but 2 of those ladies are also the ones cur-

Many hands make for light work, so if you would be interested

rently running the iPad.

in helping run the iPad during Sunday services, please contact the Church Office.

We THANK YOU in advance for any and all help you can offer!



GRADUATE SUNDAY - Sunday, May 17th

On Sunday, May 17th, we celebrated our 4 graduating PAS Seniors. Graduates also re-
ceived the quilts that our Quilting ladies have so lovingly been making throughout this past
year.

Congratulations 2026 Grads!!
Ava Kristine Boucher Dustin Andrew Eslick
Vivian Hope Brockberg Olyvia Lynn Weber

A very special THANK YOU to these o ——
ladies for making the quilts: ‘

~ Barb Benz

~Marge Christensen
‘f[').arlene Muller
~Dorie Sendelbach

~Kristy Henriksen




FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT with the
SIOUX FALLS CANARIES

[ RRR
ﬁ N

AN Wednesday, June 17th
) * @6:35pm in Sioux Falls
i Contact the
Church office to
get signed up OR

scan the QR

Code!!!
¥
Mark you*  WaterTower Festival Community
colendars Worship Service on

— Sunday, June 28", 2026

The Pipestone Ministerial Association will be holding a Community
Worship service at the Hiawatha Pageant Park at 10:00am on
Sunday, June 28th.

Matthew 18:20 — “For where two or three gather in my name, there am | with
them.” Jesus promises His presence when believers come together in His name



Give blovd.

Every 2 seconds someone
in the U.S. needs blood.

American Red Cross

Blood Drive
First Lutheran Church
Social Hall

401 7th Ave SW
Pipestone, MN 56164

Tuesday, June 16, 2026
12:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter: PipestoneMN to schedule an appointment.

Elags S
- Come to give blood 6/1-28 for a $15 e-gift card + ;f.;‘,&é*l‘égfﬁ
e chance to win a $75K prize! See rcblood.org/June. ‘J@qg‘)
- o

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

The American Red Cross Blood Drive will have their Fall blood drive
here at First Lutheran on
Tuesday, September 15th — same times.

Mark Your Calendars!!!
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Erangelical Lutheran Church in America

FLCW Activities For June & July 2026

Join us on
Sunday, June 21"

gw Father’s Day for a Holy Buzz Ice Cream Social

FATH
DAy "ER

following worship

Outreach and Mission Noisy Offering for JUne:
PAS Senior-Kinder Buddy Program

More about the PAS Senior—Kinder Buddy Program: The Senior-Kinder Buddy program pairs each
Pipestone senior with a kindergarten buddy for the school year so both students have someone special to connect with. Through-
out the year they spend time together at activities, events and fun school moments, building friendships that mean so much to
hoth age groups. It gives little kids someone to look up to, gives seniors a chance to lead and encourage others, and brings a lot of
joy, connection and hope into our school and community.

Outreach and Mission Noisy Offering for [uly
PAS Wellness Room

More about the PAS Wellness Room: ourschool’s Wellness Room was created to support students by
providing access to essential everyday needs in a safe and welcoming space. Students can find items such as clothing, hygiene

products, school supplies, food, winter gear and other necessities. By helping meet these basic needs, we can remove extra stress
and allow students to focus on learning, growing and becoming the best version of themselves.

10



Shetek Happenings

June 2026

14 Keeley Island Drive

P~N E l/l/ Slayton, MN 56172

/N

camp@shetek.org

507-763-3567

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers

We have a lof of beautiful fems.
Wish List

+ New Vacuum

» Children's Books

+ Spark Bibles

« Office Supplies-Dry Erase Markers,
paper

« Arts & Crafts Supplies

» Board games

Upcoming Events

May 25 Staff Training

June 7 First Day of Camp - Still time to register

{Please keep our staff & campere in your prayers) %

June 22 GOLF Tournament

] - iking Club |

June 26 Quilt Preview and Popcom & Water
June 27 40" Quilt Auction 10:30

Red Velvet Cupcakes and Extra Door prizes to

calebrate the 40" Anniversary of the Auction
. l g |
Call 507-763-3567

Help send kids to Camp...Become a
Pelican Club or Timber Society
member today. Pelican Club
members support the ministry with
a gift of $100 - $499 a year and

Timber Society members give $500 or

more a year. Thanks for your
support!

1



Shetek Lutheran Ministries

28TH ANNUAL GOLF
TOURNAMENT

Supporting the ministries at camp making it
possible for many campers to attend our programs

JUNE 22 2026| 8:30 AT SLAYTON GOLF COURSE
www.shetek.org

507-763-3567

i s:—e"?-:: ;ho:nksvou For
~ K "N Suppart

In the Activij

feomaﬁi carnp@shetek (o]
ryou o
the day of the dlction, g
- Bids m),




Remindl

The REMIND app is used here at
First Lutheran for our Youth activities!

To join, send a text to 81010 with the message:
@8728964

OR
Visit:  https:;//www.remind.com/join/8728964

It's a GREAT way to see opportunities for First Lutheran Youth in grades 6-12! Both students &
parents are welcome to join!

F.L.Y. kids -

Get your friends togeﬂ\er and take
them out to the ballga.me.’ (I

o xne DA ) Wednesday, June 17t
SO - @6:35pm in Sioux Falls
Contact the
Church office to
get signed up OR
scan the QR
Code!!!

13



= =

“WHO AM |?

Match the description to the person in the bible.

| was swallowed by a big fish A. Ruth

| defeated a giant with a sling & a stone Joseph
Mary

Matthias

| was the strongest man in the bible

| became Queen & saved my people

Moses
| had a coat of many colors

Peter

| climbed a tree to see Jesus
Eve

David
| was Jesus” mother Nehemiah

| baptized Jesus

| betrayed Jesus with a kiss Thomas
| was the first man God created K. Jonah

| walked on water toward Jesus L. Miriam

| killed my brother out of jealousy M. Esther

| was the first women God created Elizabeth

| received the 10 Commandments Adam

| helped rebuild the walls of Jerusalem Jehnthe Baptist
Cain

| stayed loyal to my mother in law Naomi

Samson

| was the sister of Moses
Zacchaeus

| was the mother of John the Baptist T. Judas

| was chosen to replace Judas as a disciple

| doubted that Jesus had risen until | saw Him

14



Worship Assistants

Communion Sound
Dat Time | Reader | Acolyte . Ushers
ate yt Assistant(s) Room
June 7th *Dennis Peterson (cpt)
~Robert Petersen
Worship w/Rev. ~Terry Swenson
Dr. Mary Sacco 9:30a.m. Dave Dulas ~Brian & Jaime Danks Mark Zinnel
family
Music/Organist: ~Steve & Lisa Sneller
Paul Henriksen family
June 14th
Worship w/Pstr *Dennis Peterson (cpt)
John Dalen ~Robert Petersen
*Communion & ~Terry Swenson Ryan
Baptism 9:30 am. Lori llse ~Brian & Jalme Danks Wielenberg
family
Music/Organist: ~Steve & Lisa Sneller
Worship Team family
OR iPad
June 21st
Worship w/Psr *Dennis Peterson (cpt)
John Dalen ~Robert Petersen
~Terry Swenson
Father's Day 9:30 a.m. Wielenberg's — ~Brian & Jaime Danks Neil Johnson

Ice Cream Social

Music/Organist:
Paul Henriksen

family
~Steve & Lisa Sneller
family

June 28th

WaterTower Festival Community Worship Service @Hiawatha Pageant
Park
10:00a.m.

15
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Worship Assistants

"

Communion Sound
i Reader | Acolyte . Ushers
Date Time y Assistant(s) Room
July 5th *Ryan Wielenberg
Worship w/Mark (cpt)
Calrson 9:30a.m. ~Mike Wussow Mark Zinnel
S ) ~Mike Dwire
usic/Organist: N
Worship Team Dan Lee
OR iPad
July 12th
Worship w/Rev. Ryan Wielenberg
Dr. Mary Sacco (Cpt)
9:30 a.m. - ~Mike Wussow Mark Zinnel
Music/Organist: ~Mike Dwire
Worship Team N
OR iPad DanLee
July 19th
Worship w/Pstr *Ryan Wielenberg
John Dalen (cpt)
*Communion 9:30 a.m. Cristy Appel ~Mike Wussow Neil Johnson
Music/Organist: ~Mike Dwire
Worship Team ~Dan Lee
OR iPad
July 26th
Worship w/Pstr Ryan Wielenberg
Mark Jamison (cpt)
9:30 am _— ~Mike Wussow - Jason Weber
Music/Organist: ~Mike Dwire
Worship Team i
OR iPad Rar bes

16




PP
May God'’s love continue to shine

upon your marriage, filling your QQ? J N :
Riid

hearts with joy and peace! OQ ANNIVERSARIES

June 1st

Dwight & Sheila Horton

June 3rd

Darrell & Cheryl Greenhoff

June 8th

Gregg & Nancy Johnson

June 10th

Ed & Judy Hansen
Jeft & Sal Griebel

June 12th

Nick & Jenn Weber

June 15th

Tom & Sandi Newgard
Gavin & Lauren Smidt

June 19th

Scott & Marit Sterud

June 20th

Jeff & Karla Carstensen

June 21st

Ray & Teresa Staatz

June 24th

Paul & Kristy Henriksen

&’

June 29th

John & Lynne Dalen

June 1 Paul Henriksen June 16 Otto Cormany R TRee
Teri Petersen
Nancy Finzen Lori Crawford
June 2 Marlys Winter June 17 Larry Monke
June5 Aubri DeZeeuw Jen Skyberg June 22 Ashton Carpenter Lennon Weber
June 8 Gregg Johnson Brenda Kellen June 23 Creighton Schrayer
Paisley Hansen Palmer Hansen
June 9 Robert Baerenwald June 24 Debbie Reinert
June 10 Carole Sommers June 26 Colson Christensen
June 13 Larry Harkema June 27 Lincoln Watts
June 15 Harold Meyer Lane Wielenberg m

on your special ololﬂ, you are wished all the very best, all ﬂ'\e‘joa you can ever have and
may you also be blessed abunddnﬂj today, tomorrow and the days to come!

17



July 6th

Tom & Amy Willey

May God’s love continue to
shine
upon your marriage, filling your
hearts with joy and peace!

July 8th
Thad & Debbhie Reinert

July 14th

Robert & Teri Petersen

B . .
& EErFY v
2 2 4

on your special olol_»j, you are wished all
the very best, all the joy you can ever

have dnd may you also be blessed abun-

dantly today, tomorrow and the days to

——— - S —

July 16th

Taylor & Tracie Skyberg

July 20th
Ryan & Ingrid Wielenberg

L

b - e
- J

Julv *

Birthdavs

come!
20th Linda Hollingsworth
ist Kamryn Ilse 21st Audra Wade
Denise Christensen Morgan Taubert ; ;
22 hl f
6th T T — nd Maddie Thode Jim Schloendor
. Brea Alfson Dan Wagner
8th Matt Gunnink 23rd Kason Weber
Sth Cooper Kirlin Kelsey Sneller 24th Lisa Sneller
10th Jacey Burnett Damian Skyberg 28th Dave Dulas
11th Curt Ilse Bill Winter 29th Cory Chaulsett Teri Klosterman
15th Eifantley Sriviet Rijkeen Srrifat 30th Jessalyn Reinert
Joe Henderson
18th Carly Burkard 31st Bill Leslie Jeff Werner

18



~Synod Assem-

R ~7:00pm - |
Committee mtgs bly @Gustavus i
[7 8 9 10 11 12 13 |
. ~9:30am - = )
Worship w/Rev Coﬁ?gf:tg ~9:30am - Ii
Dr Mary Sacco Quilting ;
14 15 16 gaowm |17 18 19 20 |
. ~9:30am - Q= G j
‘ Worship Blood Mobile Faitr?gSFzTnily i
| Wit Jehn Da- @FLC Night @SF Ca- ]
7 len . naries game in |
| *Holy ‘iC;nmmun- 162:‘3%%:”‘) Sioux Falls !;
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 |
FATHER'S DAY g ~7:30pm - ~9:30am -
|  ~9:30am - G:gi)ogin:cl-e PAS Bacclaureate Quilting
jj Worship w/Pstr @5t Leo'’s
% John Dalen
. lce Cream Social
. after worship
128 29 30 JULY
. ~9:30am - 5
| Community Wor- 1 OFFICE N ITHOF
. ship Service e I JULY
J| @Pageant Committee mtgs Closed ! Q
‘ Grounds LS
5 -~930am- 6 7 8 9 10 i1
Worshi Mark ~1:30pm - ~6:00pm - ~9:30am -
orsc;ﬂ::; . Food Shelf Mtg Churcrl;éounml Quilting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
~9:30am Wor-
ship w/Rev Dr
Mary Sacco
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
~9:30am Wor- ~9:30am -
ship w/Pstr John Quilting
Dalen
*Communion
26 27 28 29 30 31
~9:30am Wor-
ship w/Pstr Mark
Jamison
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First Lutheran Church - ELCA
401 7th Av SW

Phone: 507-825-5837

Email: office@firstiutheranpipestone.org
The VOICE is produced monthly by First Lutheran Church - ELCA

Worship schedule:

We are all one body, one spirit,

compelled by Christ to share His o  9:30am Sundays at Church & live-streamed on Facebook
Word and the promise of salvation. ¢ Radio Worship Broadcast: 10:30am Sundays on KLOH 1050AM
~Matthew 28 ¢ TV Public Access: Wednesdays @12pm & 5pm on Channel 3

Qur Church Staff

Congregational Contacts:
Ministers

**President
Members of First Lutheran
Pastor Sarah Meyer  Ph: 507-215-7401
Email: pastor@firstlutheranpipestone.org *Vice President
Jim ‘Rusty’ Hartke Ph: 507-215-0546
Admin. Asst/Office Mgr )
S Nicol g
Lorillse Office: 825-5837 EEEEE icole Weber
Email: office@firstlutheranpipestone.org Treasurer Liaison  Thad Reinert
Financial Secretary Kaitlyn Ilse
Custodians: Mark Zinnel Cell: 507-215-5248
Home: 507-825-2953
Melissa Burnett Cell: 507-215-0166 First Lutheran Church Women:
Coordinator Nancy Johnson 507-227-5335
Church Office Phone: (507) 825-5837 Treasurer Patti Peterson

Secretary Darlene Muller

Website: www.firstlutheranpipestone.org

First Lutheran Church Council meets on the
second Wednesday of each month
@ 7:30 p.m.

Facebook:
Google First Lutheran Church - Pipestone
FB & hit the FBlink on the webpage
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