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,cperieKce
We all love the mountaintop experiences of faith-those mo­
ments when God feels undeniably close, prayers are answered 
instantly, and our path seems crystal clear. These spiritual highs 
are invigorating; they provide us vvith a panoramic view of God's 
goodness and fill our lungs vvith the fresh air of hope. Naturally, 
we want to stay there. We want to set up camp and live in that 
state of elevation forever. However, the reality of our spiritual 
journey is that we cannot always live on the peak. Between every 
mountain range lies a valley, and often, that is where we find our­
selves waiting. 

It is easy to become discouraged when the excitement fades and 
the routine of daily life sets in. We might feel like we are just bid­
ing our time, anxiously scanning the horizon for the next big spir­
itual breakthrough. But God does not intend for the time between 
mountains to be wasted time. The valley is not just a path to get 
through; it is fertile ground for grovvth. In the quiet lulls, when 
the adrenaline of the mountaintop has worn off, our roots are 
forced to go deeper. We learn to trust God not because of what we 
feel, but because of who He is. 

Waiting is an active stance of the heart, not a passive idling of the 
soul. As Isaiah reminds us, those who wait upon the Lord are ac­
tually renevving their strength. It is in the day-to-day faithful­
ness-the reading of the Word when we don't feel like it, the 
prayers whispered in the mundane moments-that spiritual mus­
cle is built. God is just as present in the lowlands as He is on the 



summits. If you are currently in a season of waiting, do not despise it. Embrace the quiet work 
God is doing in your character. 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 

Thought Of The Day 

He is preparing you, strengthening your wings, so that when the time comes to soar 
again, you will be ready Jo,· the heights He has in store. 
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As I'm standing here working on this newsletter, theran faith and those freedoms of it allowed me to 

my mind tends to wander and ponder. I had attend the Kingdom Hall a few times - the first was 

lunch with my son and his wife today - I am always when my son preached about his grandpa 

so thankful to see them when I can because as we 

all know, life gets busy and I don't get to see them 

much. 

We are in a transition here at FLC - again, but I 

want to stay on the positive side of that. I truly 

believe that God puts things in our path or removes 

and how his grandpa influenced his faith. He still 

holds his Lutheran faith in the 

back of his mind and for that, I am thankful. His 

faith in God is strong, because of where his faith 

began-here at FLC. 

My point is this - this church, its teachings, our 

things from our path for a reason - of which we re- learning, our leaders are an important part of what 

ally may never know the reason or understand it. 

Several years ago, my son decided to join a Jeho­

vah congregation with his wife's family. I was dev­

astated to say the least. No more birthdays, holi­

days and so on. So many tears, so many ques­

tions, so many things I didn't understand. I won­

dered WHY? - that was my big question. 

We had a strong Lutheran faith as a family and a 

strong connection our Lutheran church, but he 

needed a little more perspective than what this 

church gave him at that time in his life. He found 

makes our church successful or not. I am sad to 

see our pastor go - but God has a purpose for eve­

rything. Let us use this time of unknowns to re­

evaluate where we want to be down the road, 

where we want our children to be, what the future 

of FLC will be. We need to do this as a CONGRE­

GATION - a CHURCH FAMILY. 

One thing can never be taken away from you 

God's love - regardless of your religion or how you 

interpret it. God has put this change in our path 

whether we like it or not. Let's work together for 

the best future of First Lutheran. Much LOVE to the answers to his questions elsewhere - in another 

church, in another religion. Thankfully, our Lu- you my church family !
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Lori Ilse
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Noisy Offering for May was collected for: 

Lutheran Disaster Relief 

The total amount collected was: $251.88 

Noisy Offering for June will go to the PAS KinderBuddy program & July goes to the 

PAS Wellness Room 

TI-IANI< YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT or TW(Sf lffiPORTANT OUTRfACW Nff:DS. 

May 2026 Offerings 

n hi r"n n ded: $17,505.53 

Weekly Offering -week 1 

Weekly Offering -week 2 

Weekly Offering -week 3 

Weekly Offering-week 4 

Weekly Offering -week 5 

MONTH-END TOTAL: 

Needed / week: 

4-week month = $5,288/week 5-week month = $4,230/week

**NEW AMOUNTS WILL BE POSTED ONCE THE 2026 BUDGET IS APPROVED. 

There are now THREE METHODS to use Simply Giving: 

1) Your church offerings can be made weekly, every other week (bi-weekly) or monthly automatically

through electronic funds transferred from your checking or savings accounts or by using your cred­

it card. 

2) To the right(>) is a Quick Response (QR) code. When you scan the QR code
image with a smartphone's QR decoder, it will instantly connect you to the mo­

bile version of the church's Vanco/Simply Giving offering site. Just follow the
directions on your screen. 

3) Be watching for other options as they become available.

4) Good ol' offering envelopes - they are tried and true still today!!

Current Bell Tower fund balance (6/1/2026): 

THANK YOU to all who have donated!!! 
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