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Summary/
Abstract

This chapter acts as a primer in exploring the construction and impact of 
counter-terrorism legislation in response to the rise of Islamic State, with 
particular reference to the foreign fighter phenomenon. It contends that the 
Western response to the growth of the phenomenon in relation to Islamic State 
has had a number of problematic effects. Firstly, the development and 
establishment of this strand of policy measures has framed and conceptualized 
foreign fighting as a problem, to be dealt with under generally understood 
approaches to ‘terrorism’. This ‘terrorisim-ization’ of the foreign fighter 
phenomenon has partially contributed towards the securitization of a number of 
other sites of contestation within civil society, including immigration, integration 
and travel. Secondly, attempts to counter such phenomenon have occurred 
under the rubric of combatting a ‘violent-jihadi’ ideology, largely conceptualized 
as the cause of the phenomenon. This securitization has, thirdly, acted to 
depoliticize the nature of counter-terrorism and counter-terror operations – both 
domestically and internationally – by bringing them into the canon of ‘common 
sense’ responses to the perceived existential threat of terrorism. This has 
prevented a more fruitful discussion occurring over key push factors that sustain 
the foreign fighter phenomenon, whilst perpetuating limitations and oppressions 
within extant counter-terror policy. This chapter offers an overview of the means 
by which Islamic State has impacted on counterterrorism policy by focusing on 
the development of this securitization process and offering recommendations 
for more effective, future approaches.
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