The description of last year for Cottesmore was change this year can be best described as a challenge.  
 
The year started off spectacularly, we had some great social events expertly organized by Doug Hughes.  The ice cream social, meet and greet and a prime rib dinner at the Classics Country Club, the 9th annual Bocce ball tournament and driveway parties hosted by the Jacobs and Harts.  The year ended with a fabulous evening, the holiday party, graciously  hosted by Vito Fortuna and Louise Garon. Great times with wonderful neighbors!  
 
Our plan to seal coat the street was derailed by a combination of high petroleum prices doubling the cost and our call box at the gate dying. It was a challenge getting a new call box with delays and back orders.  Just when it looked like clear sailing our gate area went dead. Best guess, we took a direct lightening strike.  Our phone line for the call box, our electrical lines for lights, the Amazon Key in the card reader and our lines to the call box all were dead.  The lights on 3 palms were permanently shorted.  It took 3 different electrical companies and many more appointments to finally get things working again.  It was a huge challenge getting electricians to even come to us.  The devastation from Ian was keeping them busy.  We still are working on the phone line from the main box to the call box. We appreciated your patience with the time this took to fix.  Please know it was not from lack of trying!
 
Mother Nature was good to us with hurricane Ian.  We had hours of wind, but no heavy damage to the community.  Clean up was done quickly and we were operational within a few days.  
 
Irrigation still is a rising cost for the community.  The system is showing its age with the number of repairs needed.  Many owners have been asked to replace their irrigation clock.  If you are notified that your clock is not operational please check your outside outlet that powers the clock.  Often that is the culprit and simple resetting the GFI will work.  Please remember if your irrigation is not working properly please contact Andy Merino, amerino@resortgroupinc.com, our community manager.  If the problem is the irrigation not turning off please contact one of the board members.  We can turn off the irrigation to your property and inform the landscaping company to make repairs later.  This will prevent an emergency call visit charge.  
 
For the first time in several years the board raised the HOA fee.  The fee increased by $200 a year per home.  The increase from the Lely CDD and Lely Resort Master Association accounted for $86 of that increase.   In 2023 we plan to finalize the HOA document changes, seal coat the road and finish the work on the call box.  
 
A huge thank you to our ARB committee!  Kathy Shoop, Dan Giannini, Jery Berk, Karen Gooch and Jackie Ryan.  Their continuing commitment to keeping our neighborhood beautiful is truly appreciated!
 
The holiday lights at the gate look fabulous! A big thank you to Dan and Mary Giannini, Bob Beaumont, Kathy Shoop and Leo Kohler!  You made Cottesmore shine!
 
If you have any questions or want to check dates for any activity in Cottesmore please check our web site.  It is www.CottesmoreHOA.com.  You will find all our governing documents, ARB information and application, dates, minutes of the monthly board meetings, financials and more.  A new portion of the web site is the Grandparents Supply Shack.  This is a great resource if you have visiting children and need some supplies from cribs, car seats to toys and bikes.  If you see an item you want to borrow the owners email address is next to each item.  You can contact them to work out the details.  If you have things you would like to loan out please contact Susan Vicedomini, susancv@aol.com.  
 
Looking forward to next year we have the ice cream social, 10thyear for the bocce ball tournament with lunch, prime rib night, wine tastings and special driveway parties hosted by the Hoffman’s and Kathy Shoop and Leo Kohler.  It will be a fun filled season!
 
Happy New Year!


Susan Vicedomini 
Gene Sullivan
Tom Justice

